
THE  VOICE OF THE CITIZENS:
NATIONAL DEBATE ON THE ROLE OF THE 
ASSEMBLY IN THE  EU ACCESSION PROCESS

Deliberative Polling® is a unique form of political consultation that combines techniques of 
public opinion research and public deliberation to reveal what public opinion would be on a 
particular issue if citizens were given a chance to become more informed. The Deliberative Poll 
seeks to account for the preferences and opinions of citizens both before and after they have 
had an opportunity to arrive at considerate judgments based on balanced information and 
discussion with fellow citizens.

1200 
surveyed before
the deliberative
polling event

136
surveyed after
the deliberative
polling event

 Before the debate          After the debateResults

On a scale from 0 to 10,
where 0 means “Not understandable at all”

and 10 means “Completely understandable”,
how understandable do you find the information 

about the EU coming from state institutions?
4.79%

5.30%

On a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means
“I am not familiar at all” and 10 means “I am fully familiar”,

how familiar are you with the role of the
Assembly in the EU accession process?

On a scale from 0 to 10, where 0 means “strongly disagree” and 10 means “strongly agree”

how much do you agree with the 
statement that the dialogue 

between the government and the 
 opposition on EU integration 

 is at a high level?

how much do you agree 
with the statement that 

public hearings in the Assembly 
 help citizens understand 

what EU membership brings?

how much do you agree with the 
 statement key EU decisions are 

 made exclusively in the Government, 
without substantive participation 

by the Assembly?

how much do you agree 
with the statement that  

public debates and hearings 
increase citizens’ trust 

in the Assembly?

3.74% 2.75%

6.72%
7.57%

4.69%
5.52% 6.21%

7.35%

4.79%

5.30%

Have you heard that in addition to the regular 
Committee on European Affairs, there is a
 special body in the Assembly called the 

“National Council for European Integration”? 

56.6%

75%The share of participants who chose the 
correct answer (Yes, I have heard of it.) 
increased from 56.6% before the 
debate to 75% after the debate. 
After the debate, participants 
have greater knowledge about the
key bodies of the Parliament in the 
EU accession process.

Does the Assembly have the right to hold 
the Government accountable (for example,  

to demand the removal of a minister) if it believes that 
 the negotiations are being conducted poorly?

89.7% 76.5%
The share of participants 
who chose the correct answer 
(Yes) decreased from 
89.7% before the debate 
to 76.5% after the debate.

EPI with the support of the Deliberative Democracy Lab at the University of Stanford USA, implemented the deliberative polling event for the fifth time.
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