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SHADOW REPORT ON CHAPTER 23

for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

Introduction

This Shadow Report consolidates into a single coherent whole all findings, conclusions, and recom-
mendations resulting from the monitoring of the areas covered under Chapter 23 - Judiciary and
Fundamental Rights. This is the eleventh such report published by the European Policy Institute
(EPI) - Skopje, taking into account the comments and opinions of state institutions and non-govern-
mental organizations. The previous ten reports covered the following periods: October 2014 - July
2015, July 2015 - April 2016, May 2016 - January 2018, June 2018 - March 2019, April 2019
- March 2020,> April 2020 - September 2021,° October 2021 - September 2022, October 2022 -
September 2023,% October 2023 - September 2024,° and October 2024 - September 202510

The report covers the period from the beginning of October 2025 up to the end of June 2026. The
report presents data that are also relevant prior to October 2025, provided that they were neces-
sary for contextualization or for clarifying developments from the current reporting period and are
relevant to it. This report follows the structure of Chapter 23 and precedes the annual report of the
European Commission (EC). At the end of each area, recommendations are highlighted in a text box.

The reporting period was marked by the implementation of the Reform Agenda of the Republic of
North Macedonia under the EU Growth Plan for the Western Balkans,* which represents a compre-
hensive package of measures to achieve the envisioned goals in the priority areas agreed with the
EC, among which is the rule of law.

1 Neda Chalovska et al., “Judiciary and Fundamental Rights in the Republic of Macedonia”, Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the
Republic of Macedonia, 2015, https://epi.org.mk/docs/Analiza_Poglavje23_en.pdf.

2 Neda Chalovska, Voislav Stojanovski, and Aleksandar Jovanovski, “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period from July 2015 to April
2016", Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Macedonia, 2016, https://epi.org.mk/docs/Shadow%20report%20
-%20web.pdf.

3 Velimir Delovski et al., “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period from May 2016 to January 2018", Helsinki Committee for Human
Rights of the Republic of Macedonia, 2018, https://epi.org.mk/docs/Network%2023_Shadow%20Report%20_2018.pdf.

4 Iva Conevska et al., “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period June 2018 - March 2019", European Policy Institute - Skopje, 2019,
https://epi.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Shadow-Report-Eng-1.pdf.

5 Iva Conevska and Ismail Kamberi, “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period June 2019 - March 2020, European Policy Institute
- Skopje, April 2020, https://epi.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Shadow-Report_2020_en.pdf.

6 Iva Conevska Vangelova and Ismail Kamberi, “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period April 2020 - September 2021", European
Policy Institute - Skopje, 16 December 2021, https://bit.ly/4rBt2aw.

7 Angela Delevska and Beba Zhagar, “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period October 2021 - September 2022", European Policy
Institute - Skopje, December 2022, https://epi.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/Shadow_report_eng.pdf.

8 Angela Delevska and Beba Zhagar, “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period October 2022 - September 2023", European Policy
Institute - Skopje, December 2023, https://epi.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/SH-report_2023_eng.pdf.

9  Angela Delevska and Beba Zhagar, “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period October 2023 - September 2024", European Policy
Institute - Skopje, December 2024, https://bit.ly/4iXnEMS.

10 Beba Zhagar and Ardita Vejseli, “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period October 2024 - September 2025", European Policy
Institute - Skopje, December 2025, https://epi.org.mk/post/32883?lang=en.

11 ,Pedbopmcka arenga Ha CesepHa Makegonuja 2024-2027" (Reform Agenda of North Macedonia 2024-2027), Ministry of European
Affairs, 6 November 2024, https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-body-files/reformska-agenda-na-severna-makedonija-2024-2027-godina-
file-Nhp6.pdf.



In the preparation of this report, the methodology for monitoring the areas that
are the focus of work of “Network 23" - Judiciary, Anti-Corruption, and Fundamen-
tal Rights,*? developed in 2015 and already applied in previous reports, was utilized.
It included research of official sources of state and judicial institutions, analysis of
media reporting regarding certain developments in these areas during the period in
question, as well as a review of numerous analyses and reports prepared by civil so-
ciety organizations. Additionally, data obtained through requests for access to public
information were used, for some of which responses are still awaited.

Consultations with civil society organizations, state institutions, and experts were
also conducted for the preparation of this shadow report. Initially, consultations were
held regarding the submission of relevant analyses, reports, and research related to
Chapter 23. Subsequently, on 17 September 2026, a discussion on the draft version
of the report was held, which enabled the receipt of significant, substantive contri-
bution from representatives of relevant state and judicial institutions as well as civil
society organizations in finalizing this document, whereby their remarks, views, and
comments have been incorporated into this shadow report.

Part of the data and developments covered in this report are presented and analyzed
in greater detail in the quarterly reports on the rule of law in view of EU accession,
which we publish reqularly throughout the year on our website, available at the fol-
lowing link: https:// epi.org.mk/cat/mesecni-izvestai.

12 Natalija Shikova (ed.), ,MeTogonoruja 3a MoHuTOpUHT U esanyauuja Ha jastute nonutuky og Mornasjeto 23 -
MpaBoCyACTBO U (hyHAAMEHTaNHU NpaBa 0f 3akoHOAABCTBOTO Ha EBponckara yHuja” (Methodology for Monitoring
and Evaluation of Public Policies from Chapter 23 - Judiciary and Fundamental Rights of European Union Legis-
lation), Center for Change Management, https://epi.org.mk/ docs/Metodologija_mk.pdf.
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for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

Key developments in the reporting period

The Assembly adopted a new Law on the Judicial Council in December 2025, and subsequent
amendments in 2026 to introduce stricter selection criteria, transparent dismissal procedures,
and improved methodologies for evaluating judges.

A new Law on the Council of Public Prosecutors was adopted to strengthen transparency and
disciplinary procedures, while the draft Law on the Public Prosecutor’s Office was withdrawn by
the Government for further alignment with the EC.

In September 2025, a new body was constituted for coordinated monitoring of the Sectoral
Development Strategy for the Judiciary (2024-2028) and the Reform Agenda.

In March 2026, the Assembly elected a new Public Prosecutor of the Republic of North Mace-
donia.

Due to unsecured financial resources from the Ministry of Finance and a two-year blockade, in
December 2025 the call for the admission of 130 candidates to the Academy for Judges and Pub-
lic Prosecutors (AJPP) was canceled, which further deepened the staff shortage in the judiciary.

In June 2026, laws on judicial service and public prosecutorial service were adopted, as well as a
new Law on Civil Procedure.

s Despite the legally prescribed 0.8%, the allocated judicial budget amounted to only 0.26% (and
0.2% for the public prosecutor’s office), while the 2025 Annual Report indicated that more than
half of the courts (18 out of 34) - including the Supreme Court and the Administrative Court - did
not keep up with their caseloads.

In the area of the judiciary, during this reporting period, attention was focused on the implemen-

tation of the measures under the Reform Agenda of the Republic of North Macedonia within the

framework of the EU Growth Plan for the Western Balkans® in the area of the judiciary, particu-

larly on the measures related to amendments to relevant legislation. During the reporting period,

significant legislative activities were undertaken, especially regarding the reform of the Judicial

Council and the Council of Public Prosecutors. In addition, the implementation of the Developmental

Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary (2024-2028)" and its accompanying Action Plan,®> which was

officially presented to the public at the end of 2023, continued. The Strategy represents one of the

key strategic documents meant to serve as a guide for implementing reforms aimed at strengthen-

ing the independence, efficiency, and accountability of the judiciary. However, the practical imple-

mentation of the reforms is still in an initial phase, while structural challenges related to financial

independence, human resources, and political pressures remain largely unchanged.

13 ,Pedpopmcka arerpa Ha CesepHa MakegoHuja 2024-2027" (Reform Agenda of North Macedonia 2024-2027).

14 "Pa3gojHa cekTopcka cTpateruja 3a npasocyactso (2024-2028)" (Developmental Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary (2024-2028)),
Ministry of Justice, December 2023, https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-body-files/strategiii-file-luvL.pdf

15 "Axuucku nnaH 3a cnposepyBatbe Ha Pa3BojHa cekTopcka cTpaTeruja 3a npasocyactso (2024-2028)" (Action Plan for the Implemen-
tation of the Developmental Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary (2024-2028)), Ministry of Justice, 2023, https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/
post-body-files/strategiii-file-ulgU.pdf.

16 ,Crpartervjata 3a pa3Boj Ha MPaBOCYAHMOT CUCTEM e MaToKas 3a BpaKkate Ha fosepbarta Ha rparanuTe Bo cyactsoto” (The Strategy

for the development of the judicial system is a roadmap for restoring citizens' trust in the judiciary), Makfax, 2023, https://bit.
ly/3NE4NZX



for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

In this context, the Shadow Report evaluates the legislative and institutional developments in the
judiciary, their alignment with European standards, and the degree of implementation of the obli-
gations undertaken through the Reform Agenda and within the framework of the European Union
accession process.

Strategic documents

During this reporting period, the Developmental Sectoral Strateqy for the Judiciary (2024-2028)
entered its third year of implementation. In mid-2026, the Ministry of Justice publicly released the
annual report on the implementation of the Strategy for 2025.7 Last year, the initiation of a total of
116 activities was scheduled, of which 66 have been fully implemented and 50 are in the implemen-
tation phase, reaching an overall implementation rate of nearly 57%. The most significant progress
is noted in the first priority area (Judiciary and Public Prosecution in Accordance with EU Standards)
and the fourth priority area (Reform of the Constitutional Court), where the implementation rate
exceeds 75%. Conversely, the second priority area (Strengthening the Capacities, Efficiency, and
Effectiveness of Judicial Institutions) and the sixth priority area (Monitoring and Implementation)
recorded the lowest implementation rates over the past year.® Although the degree of comple-
tion indicates ongoing implementation of the Strategy, disparities among individual priority areas
demonstrate that progress remains uneven. Of particular concern is the limited progress in areas
related to institutional capacities and reform monitoring, given that these very areas constitute a
prerequisite for sustainable implementation of the remaining reform measures. Furthermore, the
Action Plan does not foresee specific budgeting for planned activities, representing a significant
shortcoming.® An updated Action Plan is currently under preparation to address the identified
deficiencies.? The absence of clear financial planning poses a substantial risk to the timely and
comprehensive implementation of the Strategy, especially considering the chronic under-allocation
of funds for the judiciary, a point continuously noted in European Commission reports.

In September 2025, a new Council for Monitoring Reforms in the Judiciary was established, tasked
with monitoring the implementation of the Developmental Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary
(2024-2028) and the Reform Agenda 2024-2027 under Section 5: Fundamental Values/Rule of Law,
and held its constitutive session.? By establishing this council, which consolidates the monitoring of

17 ,Peanusauuja Ha PassojHaTta cexkTopcka cTpaTervja 3a npaBocyAcTBO focturHa 56,9%, a pechopmute Bo CyAcTBOTO U 06BUHUTENCTBOTO
HagmuHaa 81%" (Implementation of the Developmental Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary reached 56.9%, while reforms in the
judiciary and prosecution exceeded 81%), Official website of the Ministry of Justice, 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/
odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/realizacijata-na-razvojnata-sektorska-strategija-za-pravosudstvo-dostigna-569-a-reformite-vo-sudstvo-
to-i-obvinitelstvoto-nadminaa-8L

18 ,lopuweH u3BewTaj 3a CNpoBefYBatbeETO Ha pa3BojHaTa CeKTopcka cTpareruja 3a npasocyacteo 2024-2028 so 2025 roguxa” (Annual
Report on the Implementation of the Developmental Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary 2024-2028 in 2025), Ministry of Justice, April
2026, https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-body-files/izvestai-requlativa-file-migl.pdf.

19 Angela Delevska and Beba Zhagar, “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period October 2023 - September 2024", European Policy
Institute - Skopje, December 2024, https://bit.ly/4iXnEMS.

20 "Contribution within the framework of the discussion on the Shadow Report on Chapter 23 for the period October 2025 - June 2026)",
European Policy Institute (EPI), 17 September 2026.

21, Konctutytuena cepHuua Ha CogetoT 3a criefietbe Ha pechopmuTe Bo npasocyacteoto” (Constitutive session of the Council for Monitor-
ing Reforms in the Judiciary), 24.mk, 10 September 2025, https://24.mk/details/konstitutivna-sednica-na-sovetot-za-sledenje-na-re-
formite-vo-pravosudstvoto.



1
0 for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

both aforementioned documents, it is intended to enable a coordinated approach to the measures
and activities undertaken toward the country's progress, serving as a body that will ensure transpar-
ency, continuity, and accountability in the reform implementation process.

In the second half of October, the Council for Monitoring Judicial Reforms held its second session.
During the session, key operational documents were reviewed, including the Draft Rules of Proce-
dure and the Methodology for Monitoring and Measuring Reform Activities.?? In the second half
of April 2026, the Council held its third session, where the findings of the Annual Report on the
Implementation of the Strategy were presented. Additionally, the Council's Rules of Procedure and
the Methodology for Monitoring and Evaluation of the Strategy were adopted.”® However, during
the reporting period, it is still premature to evaluate whether the Council will contribute to more
efficient coordination, accountability, and timely implementation of reform activities. A by-law is
currently under preparation, through which the Council will receive a new composition.

The shortage of human resources remains one of the most serious structural constraints for the
functioning of the judiciary and the public prosecution. Due to the low level of implementation of the
adopted human resources strategies for the judicial network? and the public prosecution network,?
no improvement in the staffing situation was observed during the reporting period. The “EU Support
for the Rule of Law" project prepared a Report on the Implementation of the Human Resources
Management Strategy for the Judicial Network, which showed that implementation is insufficient
or has not even commenced. The judicial system of the Republic of North Macedonia is facing a
severe crisis due to a shortage of judges and civil servants, as well as a lack of resources and tools
(including IT tools).” This continues to negatively affect the efficiency, quality, and sustainability of
judicial reforms. Overall, the reporting period was marked by the implementation of the strategic
framework and the establishment of the institutional framework for implementing judicial reforms.
Nevertheless, the sustainability of the reform process will depend on the consistent implementation
of the foreseen measures, the provision of adequate human and financial resources, and the reqular
monitoring of the achieved results.

22, [lerec ce oppxa BTopata ceptuua Ha CoeToT 3a Ciefetbe Ha pedhopMuTe BO NPaBOCYSHUOT CEKTOP, CO Koja MPETCefaBallie MUHICTEpOT
3a npasga, Mrop ®unkos” (“Today the second session of the Council for Monitoring Reforms in the Judiciary was held, chaired by the
Minister of Justice, Igor Filkov"), Official website of the Ministry of Justice, 22 October 2025, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/
odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/denes-se-odrza-vtorata-sednica-na-sovetot-za-sledenje-na-reformite-vo-pravosudniot-sektor-so-koja-
pretsedavase-ministerot-za-pravda-igor-filkov.

23 ,3roneMeH cTeneH Ha peanusauuja Ha pedpopMckuTe akTBHOCTY Bo npasocyacTBoTo” (“Increased degree of implementation of reform
activities in the judiciary”), Official website of the Ministry of Justice, 22 April 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odno-
si-so-javnost/novosti/zgolemen-stepen-na-realizacija-na-reformskite-aktivnosti-vo-pravosudstvoto.

24 "Contribution within the framework of the discussion on the Shadow Report on Chapter 23 for the period October 2025 - June 2026".

25 ,(Crpatervja Ha yoBeuku pecypcy 3a cynckara mpexa’ ("Human Resources Strategy for the Judicial Network”), September 2020,
https://bit.ly/3trhzNE.

26 ,Crparervja Ha 4oBeuKkM pecypcy 3a jasHoobBuHUTENCKaTa Mpexa” (“Human Resources Strategy for the Public Prosecution Network”),
October 2020, https://bit.ly/3GcekBs.

27 Olga Teshovikj and Andrej Bozhinovski, W3sewraj 3a cnposepysatbe Ha CtpaTerujata 3a YoBeuKM pecypcy 3a Cyackata Mpexa Bo
Cesepta MakegoHuja (Report on the Implementation of the Human Resources Strategy for the Judicial Network in North Macedonia),
(Project "EU Support for the Rule of Law", 2025), https://bit.ly/4qgtiqc.



for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

The Ministry of Justice should ensure the continuous and effective functioning of the Council for
Monitoring the Implementation of the Developmental Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary (2024-
2028) and the Reform Agenda, through regular monitoring, coordination, and public reporting on
the progress achieved;

It is necessary to conduct regular evaluations of the implementation of the Developmental Strategy
and the Action Plan, including revising measures when necessary, based on clear progress indicators;

It is required to provide relevant analysis and strategic planning of human resources in the judiciary
and the public prosecution, followed by appropriate financial support for the timely filling of vacant
positions.

Governing bodies

In the reporting period, the reform of the legal framework for the Judicial Council and the Council of Public
Prosecutors was among the key reform activities in the judiciary, given that it constitutes an obligation
under the Reform Agenda and directly addresses the multi-year recommendations to strengthen the
independence, transparency, accountability, and professionalism of both governing bodies.

After the EU's Peer Review Mission identified deficiencies in the Law on the Judicial Council, the
Ministry of Justice established a working group last year tasked with drafting a new law.® The
working group held 23 meetings, and its efforts resulted in the adoption of the new Law on the
Judicial Council by the Assembly in late December 2025.% The law introduced amendments aimed
at strengthening the legal framework, including provisions regarding the dismissal of the President
of the Judicial Council, stricter eligibility criteria for lay judges, as well as enhanced mechanisms for
transparency and accountability, addressing key recommendations of the Peer Review Mission.®® Six
months later, the Assembly adopted amendments and supplements to the Law on the Judicial Coun-
cil, which address three key aspects: defining precise grounds and procedures for the early dismissal
of the President and Deputy President of the Council, establishing a more transparent process for
selecting Council members elected by the Assembly - through the creation of a Selection Commis-
sion (comprising representatives from among judges, lawyers, civil society, and MPs), public inter-
views, and a scoring system - as well as revising and aligning the methodologies for the objective
qualitative and quantitative evaluation of the performance of judges and court presidents.® These
amendments establish a significant portion of the EU's Peer Review Mission's recommendations,
particularly regarding selection criteria, dismissal procedures, and transparency in decision-making.

28 ,Mpennor Ha 3akoH 3a Cysckuot coset Ha Peny6nuka CesepHa Makeponuja” (“Draft Law on the Judicial Council of the Republic of
North Macedonia"), Single National Electronic Register of Regulations (ENER), 13 May 2025, https://ener.gov.mk/Default.aspx-
litem=pub_regulation&subitem=view_req_detail&itemid=84282.

29 ,Cobpatuero co 73 maca ,3a" ro goHece 3akoHort 3a Cyacku coset” (“The Assembly passed the Law on the Judicial Council with 73 votes
in favor"), Alon, 29 December 2025, https://alon.mk/macedonia/sobranieto-so-73-glasa-za-go-donese-zakonot-za-sudski-sovet/.

30 ,O6jasen Ha EHEP npegnor 3akowot 3a Cyackuor coser” (“Draft Law on the Judicial Council published on ENER"), Official website of the
Ministry of Justice, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/objaven-na-ener-predlog-zakon-za-sudskiot-sovet.

31 ,3aKoH 3a U3MeHyBatbe M JOMONHyBatbe Ha 3akoHoT 3a Cyscku coset Ha Peny6nuka CesepHa Makegonuja” (“Law amending and sup-
plementing the Law on the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia), Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia,
No. 132/2026, 17 June 2026, https://www.sobranie.mk/detali-na-materijal.nspx?param=ac93209a-53dc-4a94-968a-09047b2c9c5d.

1
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for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

However, considering that the new legal framework began to be applied during the reporting period,
it is still too early to evaluate whether it will lead to a substantive change in the Council’s practice,
especially concerning the reasoning of decisions, adherence to ranking lists, and the limitation of
discretion in selection and promotion.

In October 2025, the Venice Commission of the Council of Europe adopted a joint opinion on the
draft laws on the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the Council of Public Prosecutors.*? The Opinion
recommends strengthening the role of the Council of Public Prosecutors in protecting prosecutors
from external pressure and clarifying disciplinary procedures in order to prevent their abuse.*® Fol-
lowing public hearings held on both laws in March®* and April 2026, the Assembly adopted the
draft Law on the Council of Public Prosecutors, which amends the criteria and procedure for the
election of Council members, introduces an obligation for comprehensive and reasoned explanations
of decisions regarding the election, promotion, and disciplinary liability of prosecutors, enhances
the transparency of the Council, and introduces clear two-instance disciplinary proceedings.’® On
the other hand, the Government withdrew the draft Law on Public Prosecutor’s Office from parlia-
mentary procedure in June,”” which is currently undergoing alignment with remarks from the EC.8
Consequently, the reform of the legal framework for the public prosecution remained incomplete.
Although the new Law on the Council of Public Prosecutors introduces improvements regarding
election, the reasoning of decisions, transparency, and disciplinary proceedings, key issues related
to prosecutorial autonomy, external pressure, and the accountability system remain dependent on
their future regulation under the Law on Public Prosecutor’s Office.

Regarding the changes in the composition of the governing bodies, in November 2025 the Judicial
Council published an announcement for the selection of a member from among prominent jurists
belonging to a community that represents more than 20% of the population.® The parliamenta-
ry Committee on Election and Appointment Issues proposed a candidate who was employed as a
misdemeanors advisor in the Ministry of Interior. The proposal drew criticism from the Blueprint
Group for Judicial Reforms, which expressed concern regarding professional standards and transparency,

32 "Joint opinion on the draft laws on the Public Prosecutor's Office and on the Council of Public Prosecutors”, Council of Europe - Venice
Commission, 14 October 2025, https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2025)036-e.

33 Ibid.

34 ,Moronema caMoCTOJHOCT Ha 00BMHUTENUTE U BOBEAYBatbE jaceH CUCTEM Ha 3aCNyrv - OAPXKaHa jaBHa pacmpasa 3a HOBUOT 3aKOH 3a
JasHo obsunutencrso” (“Greater independence for prosecutors and the introduction of a clear merit system - public hearing held on
the new Law on Public Prosecutor's Office”), 360 stepeni, 17 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/pogolema-samostojnost-na-obvin-
itelite-i-voveduvane-jasen-sistem-na-zaslugi-odrzhana-javna-rasprava-za-noviot-zakon-za-javno-obvinitelstvo/.

35 ,JasHa pacnpasa Bo CobpaHueto 3a npeanoxexuor 3akoH 3a Cosetor Ha jasHute obsunutenu” ("Public hearing in the Assembly on
the proposed Law on the Council of Public Prosecutors”), Nezavisen, 6 April 2026, https://nezavisen.mk/javna-rasprava-vo-sobrani-
eto-za-predlozheniot-zakon-za-sovetot-na-javnite-obviniteli/.

36 ,3akoH 3a Coserot Ha jasHuTe obeuxutenu” ("Law on the Council of Public Prosecutors”), Official Gazette of the Republic of North
Macedonia, No. 102/2026, 15 May 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/zakon-za-sovetot-na-javnite-obviniteli-s|-vesnik-br-102-2026//.

37 .Mpennor Ha 3akoH 3a Jasoto o6eunuTencrso” (“Draft Law on Public Prosecutor’s Office”), Official website of the Assembly of the Republic
of North Macedonia, 4 June 2026, https://www.sobranie.mk/detali-na-materijal.nspx?param=ddb91fbc-a5aa-47b3-93f4-a0b39225fb8e.

38 Ministry of Justice,"Response to a request for free access to public information”.
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particularly in the context of the upcoming legal framework that had not yet entered into force at that
time." In the new year, the Assembly renewed this announcement in accordance with the provisions of the
new Law," after which, in mid-January 2026, the Judicial Council published a Single Special List of Candi-
dates listing six names.” At the end of the month, the candidate who had been a judge at the Basic Court
Tetovo was elected from that list as a new member of the Council In the meantime, the President of the
State proposed two female candidates for members of the Judicial Council,® whom the Assembly elected
in accordance with the provisions of the new Law.*® In March, two more new candidates for members of
the Council were proposed by the parliamentary Committee on Election and Appointment Issues.” The
announcement was annulled because one of the two candidates who reached the shortlist had previously
been dismissed from judicial office due to incompetent and unconscientious performance, a fact he con-
cealed in his application for Council member.*® A new announcement for the selection of a member of the
Judicial Council was published in April, after which the Committee on Election and Appointment Issues
proposed two shortlisted names at a session in June*®

At its 28th session, the Council of Public Prosecutors made a decision on the termination of the
mandate of the President of the Council due to its expiration and decided that the Vice President
would lead the Council until the election of a new president.>® On 9 December 2025, the Council of
Public Prosecutors elected a new President and Vice President.”

41 ,BnynpunT rpynara e pasouapaHa 0f HAUMHOT Ha KOj € MPeANOXeH KaHAMAATOT 3a HoB uneH Ha Cypckwot coset” (“The Blueprint Group is
disappointed with the way the candidate for a new member of the Judicial Council was proposed”), Mkd.mk, 12 December 2025, https://
mkd.mk/makedonija/bluprint-grupata-e-razocharana-od-nachinot-na-koj-e-predlozhen-kandidatot-za-nov-chlen-na-sudskiot-sovet/.

42 Taww Hajasu HoB ornac 3a u3bop Ha unen Ha Cyackuot coset Ha mpegnor Ha Cobpaxueto cnopes Hosuot 3akoH” (“Gashi announced a
new call for the election of a Judicial Council member nominated by the Assembly under the new law"), 360 stepeni, 15 January 2026,
https://360stepeni.mk/gashi-najavi-nov-oglas-za-izbor-na-chlen-na-sudskiot-sovet-na-predlog-na-sobranieto-spored-noviot-zakon /.

43 EguncTeexa noce6Ha nucta” ("Single Special List"), Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, 13
January 2026, https://bit.ly/3TKu5bw.

44 Coonwrenue 3a u3bpan unex Ha Cypcku coser” ("Announcement on the elected member of the Judicial Council”), Official website of
the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, 30 January 2026, https://bit.ly/3Un4nKc.

45, Mpetcepatenkara rv npegnoxu CysaHa Jowescka-Axactacoscka v Apnunga Kappu-LaxuHosuk 3a unenosu Ha Cypckuot coser”
(“The President proposed Suzana Joshevska-Anastasovska and Arlinda Kadri-Shahinovikj as members of the Judicial Council”), 360
stepeni, 9 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/pretsedatelkata-gi-predlozhi-suzana-joshevska-anastasovska-i-arlinda-kadri-shahi-
novik-za-chlenovi-na-sudskiot-sovet/.

46 ,Cobpanuero rv usbpa Kagpu-LlaxuHosuk u Jowescka-AHactacoscka 3a Hosu unewku Ha Cyackmuot coset” (“The Assembly elected
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following the call for the election of a member of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia elected by the Assembly
of the Republic of North Macedonia, with a proposed list of candidates”), Official website of the Assembly of the Republic of North
Macedonia, https://www.sobranie.mk/detali-na-materijal.nspx?param=3658272¢-3145-43ae-b788-c3e354679¢60.

48 ,MoHuwreH e ornacot 3a unex Ha Cyackv CoBET - KAHZUAAT COKPUA feka 6un paspeweH nopagu HecosecHo pabotere!” (“The call for
a Judicial Council member has been annulled - a candidate concealed that he had been dismissed due to unconscientious perfor-
mance!”), Fokus, 26 March 2026, https://fokus.mk/ponishten-e-oglasot-za-chlen-na-sudski-sovet-kandidat-sokril-deka-bil-razresh-
en-poradi-nesovesno-rabotene/.

49 ,MW3Bewrtaj 3a cnpoBepeHa noctanka no ornacot 3a u3bop Ha unex Ha Cypckuot coser Ha Peny6bnuka CesepHa MakefoHuja wro ro
usbupa Cobpanuero Ha Penybnuka Cesepta MakegoHuja, co npegnor - nucra Ha kawgupatv” ("Report on the procedure conducted
following the call for the election of a member of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia elected by the Assembly
of the Republic of North Macedonia, with a proposed list of candidates”), Official website of the Assembly of the Republic of North
Macedonia, 4 June 2026, https://www.sobranie.mk/detali-na-materijal.nspx?param=eb03a051-ac56-4955-810b-02dd1e6a296b.

50 ,3anuchuk og 28-ma ceghuua” ("Minutes of the 28th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic
of North Macedonia, 30 September 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/zapisnik-od-28-ma-sednica/.

51 ,Coonwrtenue og oppxana 32. ceguuya” ("Announcement on the held 32nd session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prose-
cutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 9 December 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-32-ra-sednica/.
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During the reporting period, both councils also undertook several activities to enhance their internal
procedures and work planning. The Judicial Council amended its Rules of Procedure regarding the
procedure for proposing judges to the Constitutional Court,>? adopted the Annual Work Program for
2026 with an Action Plan,** and approved the Program* with an Action Plan for Preventing and Moni-
toring Corruption in the Judiciary 2026-2029, prepared in cooperation with the State Commission for
Prevention of Corruption (SCPC).*> The Council of Public Prosecutors initiated a revision of its Rules of
Procedure®® and adopted the Rulebook on the manner of conducting the procedure for ensuring and
guaranteeing the autonomy of public prosecutors.”” These activities represent positive institutional
developments, though their impact will depend on consistent implementation in practice.

During the adoption®® of the Annual Work Report of the Judicial Council for 2025, weaknesses were
again noted regarding the substantive transparency of the Judicial Council.*® Although the sessions
are public, the provision of the Rules of Procedure providing for the participation of representatives
of the Association of Judges and civil society organizations during the review of the Annual Report
was not consistently applied.®! This shows that progress in the formal openness of the Council is still
not fully accompanied by institutionalized dialogue and the involvement of relevant stakeholders in
the accountability process.

52 ,Coonwrtenue og npogomkenueto Ha 536. cegmua Ha Cynckuot coset Ha PCM oppxaHa Ha 4.2.2026 roguna” ("Announcement from
the continuation of the 536th session of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia held on 4.2.2026"), Official website
of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, 4 February 2026, https://bit.ly/3UkzbeE;

.[lenosHuK 3a 3MeHysarbe Ha [lenoBHuKoT 3a pabota Ha Cyackuor coset Ha Penybnuka CesepHa Makepgonuja” ("Rules on Amending the Rules of
Procedure of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia”), Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 23/2026.

53 ,Coonwrenue op 533. cepruua Ha Cyackvot coet Ha PCM oppsxana Ha 1112.2025 roguna” ("Announcement from the 533rd session of
the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia held on 11.12.2025"), Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic
of North Macedonia, 11 December 2025, https://bit.ly/3ZEUIUg.

54 ,Mporpama 3a cripeyysatbe U ciefetbe Ha kopynuujata 8o cyactsoto 2026-2029" ("Program for Prevention and Monitoring of Corrup-
tion in the Judiciary 2026-2029"), Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, December 2025, https://bit.ly/4wO4xJ3.

55 ,AKUMCKM NnaH Ha mporpamara 3a CpeuyBatbe U Cefete Ha kopynuwjaTa 8o cyactoto 2026-2029" ("Action Plan of the Program for
Prevention and Monitoring of Corruption in the Judiciary 2026-2029"), Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, December
2025, https://bit.ly/4weU6x2.

56 ,CoonwTenue 3a oppxaHa paboTunhuua Ha Tema - PasrnepyBate Ha [lenosukor 3a pabota Ha CoBeToT o Lien yHanpepyBatbe Ha
TpaHcnapeHTHocTa 1 otyetHocta” ("Announcement on a held workshop on the topic - Reviewing the Council's Rules of Procedure to
enhance transparency and accountability”), Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 8
October 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-za-odrzhana-rabotilnica-na-tema-razgleduvanje-na-delovnikot-za-rabota-na-sove-
tot-so-cel-unapreduvanje-na-transparentnosta-i-otchetnosta/.

57 ,MpaBuiHuMK 32 HAYMHOT Ha BOAEbE HA MOCTANKa 3a 06e30epyBarbe U rapaHTUpatbe Ha CaMoCTOjHOCTA Ha jaBHuTe 06BuHUTeN” ("Rule-
book on the manner of conducting the procedure for ensuring and guaranteeing the autonomy of public prosecutors”), Council of
Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 11 November 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/pravilnik-za-nachinot-na-voden-
je-na-postapka-za-obezbeduvanje-i-garantiranje-na-samostojnosta-na-javnite-obviniteli/.

58 ,Coonwrenue og 541-Ta ceguua Ha Cynckm coset Ha Peny6nuka Cesepra Makegoruja - 22.04.2026 roguna” ("Announcement from
the 541st session of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia - 22.04.2026"), Official website of the Judicial Council of
the Republic of North Macedonia, 22 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4htxW6.).

59 ,Topmwen u3BewrTaj 3a pabotara Ha Cynckuor coset Ha Peny6nuka CesepHa Makegoruja 3a 2025 roguna” ("Annual Work Report of the
Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia for 2025"), Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Mace-
donia, April 2026, http://sud.mk/wps/wcm/connect/ssrm/07c2cfbl-7280-49ca-91b2-c4279989f9fa/Y2026-SDN-%28GD%290428.
pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=pTe2UZo.

60 ,Peakuuja no nosop ycBojyBarbe Ha u3BelwTajoT 3a pabotata Ha Cyacku coseT Ha PCM Ha cegHuuata oppxaHa Ha 22 anpun 2026"
(“Reaction regarding the adoption of the Work Report of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia at the session held
on 22 April 2026"), Official website of the Blueprint Group for Judicial Reforms, 23 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4xtf504.

61 ,[lenoBHuk 3a u3MeHyBatbe 1 [OMONHYBatbE Ha AeNOBHUKOT 3a pabota Ha Cysckuot coset Ha Peny6nuka CesepHa Makegoruja” (“Rules
on Amending and Supplementing the Rules of Procedure of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia”), Official Gazette
of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 117/2024.
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At the 39th session, the Council adopted the Annual Work Report of the Council of Public Prosecu-
tors for 2025,% which was subsequently submitted to the Assembly for debate and adoption.

In general, the reporting period brought significant progress in reforming the legal framework gov-
erning the work of the Judicial Council and the Council of Public Prosecutors. However, the main test
remains its practical implementation. It is particularly necessary to demonstrate whether the new rules
will result in more transparent and merit-based elections and promotions, better-reasoned decisions,
more effective protection against external influences, and greater institutional accountability.

It is necessary to ensure consistent implementation of the new legal framework for the Judicial
Council and the Council of Public Prosecutors, in accordance with the recommendations of the EU's
Peer Review Mission and the Venice Commission, with a special focus on transparency, merit-based
selection and promotion, and the reasoning of decisions;

It is necessary to adopt the relevant by-laws based on the new laws for the Judicial Council and the
Council of Public Prosecutors, particularly new evaluation methodologies;

It is essential to align the text of the Law on Public Prosecutor’s Office with the recommendations of
the Venice Commission and secure its urgent adoption;

Governing bodies should strive for reqular adherence to the principle of transparent operation and
the inclusion of relevant stakeholders in monitoring their work.

Independence and impartiality

Limited progress was noted in the transparency of the work of the Judicial Council and the Council
of Public Prosecutors, while significant weaknesses in this aspect remain.

During the reporting period, moderate progress was observed regarding the Judicial Council, partic-
ularly in relation to the regular publication of announcements for held sessions and adopted deci-
sions, as well as through the continuous live streaming of sessions via the internet, enabling public
insight into the Council's work.®

Regarding the reasoning behind the decisions of the Judicial Council, it is obvious that the recom-
mendation of the Peer Review Mission for detailed, reasoned, and individualized justification has not
been fully implemented. The explanations are mostly brief, generic, and repetitive. Instead of analy-
sis based on concrete professional results, measurable indicators, and relevant data, discussions are
reduced to formal assertions and subjective assessments, which limits the transparency and veri-

62 ,Coonwrenue og ogpxana 39. ceghmnua” ("Announcement on the held 39th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prose-
cutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 25 February 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-sednica-4/.

63 ,lopmwen u3sewTaj 3a pabotara Ha CosetoT Ha jaHu obsuHuTeny 3a 2025 roguxa” ("Annual Work Report of the Council of Public
Prosecutors for 2025"), Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, February 2026,
https://sjorm.gov.mk/godishen-izveshtaj-za-rabotata-na-sovetot-za-2025-godina/.

64 lvana Petkovska and Lejla Tutikj, ,/38ewraj og monutoputror Ha Cyackuot coser u CosetoT Ha jaBHu o6BuHuTenu Bo 2025 roguHa”
("Report from the monitoring of the Judicial Council and the Council of Public Prosecutors in 2025"), Coalition "All for Fair Trials",
2025, https://all4fairtrials.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/AN-SJ0S5-2025.pdf.
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fiability of the decisions adopted.% In April 2026, the Judicial Council decided behind closed doors
upon a request for the repetition of procedure against a dismissed judge, even though the case was
of significant public interest.?® This raised questions regarding compliance with the principles of
transparency and accountability. The Blueprint Group for Judicial Reforms reacted that the specific
request for repetition of procedure constitutes a matter of public interest that should be considered
in a public session, without jeopardizing the integrity of the judge.”

In terms of transparency in the operation of the Council of Public Prosecutors, during the reporting pe-
riod, announcements containing information on adopted decisions and other activities of the Council,
as well as minutes from its sessions, were reqularly published on the website. The Council took a step
forward at its 29th session®® by adopting its Communication and Transparency Strategy 2025-2028,%
and later established a Commission responsible for implementing the Strategy.”® These activities repre-
sent a positive step toward more open institutional communication, but their impact on the transpar-
ency of the Council's work can only be assessed through their consistent practical application.

Judicial independence is inextricably linked to its financial independence, which continues to pose a
serious challenge. As in previous years, financial resources for the judiciary were not provided in ac-
cordance with statutory provisions during this reporting period either. According to Judicial Council
data, the judicial budget during the reporting period stood at 0.26% of GDP,” while for the public
prosecution, it amounted to 0.2% of the state budget,” directly impacting the capacity of the justice
system and the sustainability of reforms. The continuous failure to provide the legally stipulated
level of the judicial budget remains one of the key structural limitations to the independence and
efficiency of the judiciary. Towards the end of last year, the Judicial Council, the Supreme Court, and
the Association of Judges issued a joint open letter to the Prime Minister, reacting to his public
statements regarding the judiciary and the allocated budget.” In the letter, they rejected asser-
tions linking the judiciary to the overall fiscal situation of the state, including the public debt, and

65 Ibid.

66 ,CyAckuoT coBeT Ha 3aTBOpeHa CefHULA OAJyuyBalle Mo HapatbeTo 3a MOBTOpyBate Ha MocTankata MPOTUB PaspelieHuoT cyauja
Pu6apes” ("The Judicial Council decided in a closed session upon the request for repetition of procedure against the dismissed
judge Ribarev"), 360 stepeni, 15 April 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/sudskiot-sovet-na-zatvorena-sednitsa-odluchuvashe-po-barane-
to-za-povtoruvane-na-postapkata-protiv-razresheniot-sudija-ribarev/.

67 ,Peakuuja no noog HetpaHcnapeHTHoTo pabotere Ha Cyacku coet Ha PCM Ha cegHuuara ogpxaHa Ha 15 anpun 2026” (“Reaction
regarding the non-transparent operation of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia at the session held on 15 April
2026"), Official website of the Blueprint Group for Judicial Reforms, 16 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4z0lGd9.

68 ,Coonwrenue og ogpxana 29. ceptnua” ("Announcement on the held 29th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prose-
cutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 11 November 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-29-ta-sednica/.

69 ,Crpateruja 3a KomyHuKkauuja u TpaHcnapextHoct 2025-2028" (“Communication and Transparency Strateqy 2025-2028"), Official
website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, November 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/strategi-
ja-za-komunikacija-i-transparentnost-2025-2028/.

70 ,Coonwrenue og oapxaa 32. cegimuua” (“Announcement on the held 32nd session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prose-
cutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 9 December 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-32-ra-sednica/.

71 Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. “Response to a request for free access to public information”.

72 Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. “Response to a request for free access to public information”.

73 ,Muukocku: Cyguute bapaat cyscku byyet faneky Haj eBpomckMOT mpocek, Aypu 75 % noBeKe, Koj ycmex ro mocTurHaa 3a Toj byyer”
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emphasized that the judiciary’s financial dependence on the executive branch continues to present
a challenge to judicial independence.”

Towards the end of June, the draft Law on Judicial Budget was published,” proposing the strength-
ening of the financial and staffing autonomy of the judiciary, including through independent man-
agement of the legally established minimum of funds and expanded competencies for the Judicial
Budget Council in planning employment.”® Given that the proposal was published at the very end of
the reporting period, it remains to be seen whether the final legal framework and its implementation
will provide real, rather than merely formal, strengthening of the judiciary’s financial independence.

In February, a package of laws concerning salaries in the judiciary was adopted: the Law Amending
the Law on Salaries of Public Prosecutors, the Law Amending the Law on Salaries of Members of
the Council of Public Prosecutors, the Law Amending the Law on Salaries of Judges, and the Law
Amending the Law on Salaries of Members of the Judicial Council.” The Judicial Council and the
Supreme Court,”® the Association of Public Prosecutors,”” and the Association of Judges® reacted
to these amendments that reduced their salaries, after which the Constitutional Court annulled the
Law Amending the Law on Salaries of Judges, as the coefficients for determining judicial salaries
were reduced twice in 2024 and again in February 2026, which according to the Court indicates a
tendency toward reducing the real amount of judicial salaries, creating a risk to their material posi-
tion and thereby threatening the independence and autonomy of the judiciary.®

Following previous correspondence with the Ministry of Finance regarding budget funds intended
for employment,®2 the Judicial Budget Council, at its 257th session, reviewed the Ministry's negative

74 ,Coonwrenne Ha Cyacku coset, Bpxosen cyg v 3apyxenue Ha cyauu” ("Announcement of the Judicial Council, Supreme Court, and Associ-
ation of Judges"), Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, 14 November 2025, https://bit.ly/490cSn5.

75 Ministry of Justice, ,Mpennor Ha 3akoH 3a cyackuot byyer” (“Draft Law on the Judicial Budget”), Single National Electronic Register of Reg-
ulations (ENER), 25 June 2026, https://ener.gov.mk/Default.aspx?item=pub_regulation&subitem=view_req_detail &itemid=113467.

76 Mpennor-3akoHor 3a cyacku byyet e objaseq Ha EHEP” (“Draft Law on the Judicial Budget is published on ENER"), Official website
of the Ministry of Justice, 25 June 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/predlog-zakonot-za-sudski-
budzet-e-objaven-na-ener.

77 ,3aKoH 3a U3MeHyBatbe Ha 3aKoHOT 3a nnatue Ha jasHute ob6euHutenu” (“Law Amending the Law on Salaries of Public Prosecutors”),

,3aKOH 32 U3MeHyBatbe Ha 3aKOHOT 3a nnatute Ha ynexosute Ha CoeToT Ha jaBHuTe obBuHuTenn” ("Law Amending the Law on Salaries of
Members of the Council of Public Prosecutors”),

,3aKOH 32 U3MeHyBatbe Ha 3aKoHOT 3a nnatute Ha cyguure” (“Law Amending the Law on Salaries of Judges”),

,3aKOH 32 U3MeHyBatbe Ha 3aKOHOT 3a nnaTuTe Ha unexosute Ha Cyackwot coser” (“Law Amending the Law on Salaries of Members of the
Judicial Council”), Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 39/2026.

78 ,Coonwrenue Ha Cypckuor coset Ha Penybnuka CesepHa Makegonuja v Bpxoshuot cys Ha Penybruka CesepHa Makegonuja” (“An-
nouncement of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia and the Supreme Court of the Republic of North Macedonia”),
Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, 3 March 2026, https://bit.ly/4bDqQZB.

79 ,3ppyxeHueTo Ha jaBHu 06BuHuTenn 6apa CobpaHuero pa rv nosneuve 3akoHckute usmenu 3a nnatute” (“The Association of Public
Prosecutors requests the Assembly to withdraw the statutory amendments on salaries”), 360 stepeni, 25 February 2026, https://
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80 ,3ppyxeHuero Ha cyguu 6apa UTHO OAMP3HYBatbe Ha nnatuTe unu Hajasysa npotect” ("The Association of Judges demands an urgent
unfreezing of salaries or announces a protest”), 360 stepeni, 2 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/zdruzhenieto-na-sudii-bara-it-
no-odmrznuvane-na-platite-ili-najavuva-protest/.

81 ,YcraBHuOT cyn ro MoHMWTM 3aKOHOT 3a M3MeHyBatbe HA 3aKOHOT 3a MnaTuTe Ha CyauuTe JoHeceH Bo (espyapu 2026 roguHa Bo
Cobpanuero” ("The Constitutional Court annulled the Law Amending the Law on Salaries of Judges enacted in February 2026 in the
Assembly”), Official website of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of North Macedonia, 8 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4hYQ9cl.

82 ,Coonwrenue og 254. cegruua Ha Cyacku byyetcku coser - 27.08.2025 roguxa” ("Announcement from the 254th Session of the Judicial Bud-
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opinions on the annual employment plans in the judiciary for 2026. The Council agreed to request an
urgent meeting with the Minister of Finance in order to resolve the withholding of consent for new
employments, noting that the ongoing shortage of human resources in courts and prosecution offic-
es continues to affect their operational capacity and efficiency.® At its 269th session in April 2026,
members of the Judicial Budget Council agreed to resend a letter to the Ministry of Finance informing
them of the issues faced by the judicial branch regarding the judicial budget, additionally requesting
the provision of financial resources to begin paying recourse (annual leave allowance) to judges, salary
contributions, and similar claims for which they file lawsuits and obtain final judgments, aimed at re-
ducing legal and enforcement costs as well as late payment interest that burden the judicial budget.®

At the same time, the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors (AJPP) has still not received
consent from the same ministry to start a new generation of candidates for judges and public pros-
ecutors, leading to the annulment of the 9th generation.® If this situation continues, it will further
deepen the existing staffing deficit in the judiciary and the public prosecution, which will additionally
impact the efficiency and quality of the justice system.

During the reporting period, public statements by high-ranking executive officials regarding specific
cases handled by the public prosecution and individual public prosecutors were recorded once again.
Such statements, especially when concerning ongoing cases or procedures for the selection of public
prosecutors, create a risk of perceived political influence on the independence of the prosecution.
Such an example this year was seen in the open case concerning the procurement of fuel oil for Ther-
mal Power Plant “Negotino”, in which the Basic Public Prosecutor’s Office for Prosecuting Organized
Crime and Corruption (BPPO-POCC) issued an order to terminate the investigation because the
collected evidence did not establish that the suspects committed the criminal acts with which they
were charged, nor was the existence of another criminal offense prosecuted ex officio established.2
The ruling party VMRO-DPMNE requested the resignation of the Head of BPPO-POCC,¥ and the
Prime Minister stated that he had contacted the Public Prosecutor of the Republic regarding that
decision, while the Minister of Justice stated that this decision leaves an impression in the public
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Judicial Budget Council - 23.04.2026"), Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, 23 April 2026,
https://bit.ly/4fVOm6X.

85 ,U3BectyBatbe op oppxaHa 242. cepHuua Ha Ynpashuot opbop Ha Akagemuja 3a cyauu u jashu obsunutenn” (“Announcement on the
242nd Session of the Management Board of the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors”), Official website of the Academy for
Judges and Public Prosecutors ,Pavel Shatev", 25 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4a7XgtB.

86 ,0J0 I'OKKja 3anpe nocrankata npotus Kanywescku, Cynkocku, Jaxocku u ywTe feseT nuua 3a Habaskute Ha Ma3yT 3a TELl , Herotuno
("BPPO-POCC stopped the procedure against Kapushevski, Sulkoski, Jahoski and nine other persons regarding the procurement of
fuel oil for TPP “Negotino™), 360 stepeni, 12 May 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/ojo-gokk-ja-zapre-postapkata-protiv-kapushevs-
ki-sulkoski-jahoski-i-ushte-devet-litsa-za-nabavkite-na-mazut-za-tets-negotino/.

87 ,BMPO-[INMMHE 6apa octaska on wedot Ha 0JO TOKK, Ucnam Aba3w, no 3anupameTo Ha noctankata 3a HabaskuTe Ha MasyT 3a
TEL ,Heroturo™ ("VMRO-DPMNE demands the resignation of the Head of BPPO-POCC, Islam Abazi, following the termination of
the procedure regarding the procurement of fuel oil for TPP “Negotino™), 360 stepeni, 12 May 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/vmro-
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that high-public-interest cases are closed without a full resolution and expects its review.® Follow-
ing an appeal by “Power Plants of North Macedonia”, the case moved to the Higher Public Prosecu-
tor's Office Skopje, for which the Prime Minister stated that he expects it to properly review all facts
and decide on what is contained in the appeal regarding the “scandalous” decision of BPPO-POCC.

Another example of pressure exerted on the public prosecution by the executive branch is the Prime
Minister's statements regarding a prosecutor from the Basic Public Prosecution Office Skopje, who
represented two indictments against former VMRO-DPMNE officials and the party itself in the “Talir"
1 and 2 cases. At the beginning of the year, in an interview for an internet portal, he referred to her
as a “mediocrity” with a “clientelist-political matrix",*® for which she requested a public apology and a
retraction of his statement, while also submitting a written notification to the Council of Public Pros-
ecutors indicating that such public speech by the Prime Minister violates her autonomy as a public
prosecutor.”® Later, the Prime Minister stated that she was not “in the running” in the procedure for
electing a new Public Prosecutor of the Republic,”? which is described in more detail below. At its 37th
session, the Council of Public Prosecutors unanimously rejected the prosecutor’s initiative, reasoning
that there had been no interference with her autonomy in exercising the public prosecutorial func-
tion.% Shortly thereafter, the new Public Prosecutor of the Republic announced the revocation of part
of the authorizations given to some prosecutors enabling them to work on cases from other prosecu-
tion offices; consequently, the “Talir" 1 and 2 cases, which she was representing within BPPO-POCC,
were reassigned away from her.>® The following day, the prosecutor submitted her resignation,® and
the Council of Public Prosecutors, without discussion, acknowledged the resignation by adopting a
decision terminating her office as a public prosecutor at the Basic Public Prosecutor's Office Skopje.”

88 ,®unkos bapa npeucnutysatbe Ha opnykara u ogrosopu og 0JO FOKK 3a 3anuparbeto Ha nocrankara 3a Masytot” (“Filkov demands a review
of the decision and answers from BPPO-POCC regarding the termination of the procedure for the fuel oil"), 360 stepeni, 13 May 2026,
https://360stepeni.mk/filkov-bara-preispituvane-na-odlukata-i-odgovori-od-ojo-gokk-za-zapiraneto-na-postapkata-za-mazutot,/.
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The Information and Communication Technology Strategy for the Judicial Sector (ICT Strategy) ex-
pired in 2024, which is why a measure for the preparation of a new ICT Strategy for this sector
is envisioned in the Developmental Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary (2024-2028). Although the
Action Plan® foresaw the adoption of such a strategy in the third quarter of 2024, the drafting of
the text has commenced, but this strategic document has still not been finalized.!°

Regarding the work of the ICT Council, four sessions were held during the reporting period.! To-
wards the end of January, the mandate of the members of the ICT Council expired, and towards the
end of May, the Minister of Justice adopted a decision establishing the ICT Council in the Judiciary.
A constitutive session of the new composition of the Council has not yet been held.1®2

Regarding the distribution of cases in public prosecution offices, an electronic, automated distribu-
tion system has not yet been established. According to the Rulebook on the Internal Operations of
Public Prosecutor's Offices, cases are distributed in the order of their receipt in the registry, after
which, following their entry into the appropriate register, they are electronically assigned to the
competent public prosecutor. According to data from the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic
of North Macedonia, activities aimed at upgrading and improving the existing case management
system are currently underway, with the objective of increasing the efficiency and functionality of
the system.1”®

At the end of last year, the Ministry of Justice published the minutes from the Commission for
Supervision of the Automated Court Case Management Information System (ACCMIS) for 2025. The
supervision, conducted in 15 courts, revealed that all cases were distributed exclusively through the
ACCMIS, and no instances of manual distribution were identified. The courts face significant chal-
lenges, including a shortage of judges and court staff, technological obsolescence of the ACCMIS
system itself, and the finding that delegating judges is not a sustainable long-term solution.! Ad-
ditionally, during 2026, the Ministry conducted supervision over 15 other courts.1%

In general, during the reporting period, certain steps were taken to improve transparency and the
institutional framework of the governing bodies. However, practice shows that key challenges identified

98 ,Crpateruja 3a MHOPMATUYKO-KOMYHUKALMCKA TEXHONOTU]a BO npaBocyacTBoTo 3a 2019 - 2024 roguua” (“Information and Commu-
nication Technology Strategy for the Judicial Sector for 2019-2024"), Ministry of Justice, February 2019, https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/
post-body-files/strategiii-file-bikP.pdf.

99 ,AKuucku nnaH 3a cnposeysatbe Ha PassojHa cekTopcka cTpareruja 3a npasocyacTso (2024 - 2028)" ("Action Plan for the Implemen-
tation of the Development Sector Strategy for the Judiciary (2024-2028)"), Ministry of Justice, 2023, https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/
post-body-files/strategiii-file-ulgU.pdf.
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in previous reports by the European Commission - limited reasoning of decisions, financial depen-
dence, human resource constraints, and political pressure, continue to affect the independence of
and public trust in the judicial system.

The institutional and human resource capacities of the Judicial Council and the Council of Public
Prosecutors need to be strengthened to ensure clear, reasoned, and individualised explanations of
decisions adopted;

It is necessary to eliminate political influence over the work of the courts and the public prosecutor’s
office;

It is necessary to ensure the consistent implementation of the communication strategies of the
Judicial Council and the Council of Public Prosecutors, through proactive, reqular, and transparent
communication with the public;

Consistent implementation of the legal framework for the financial independence of the judiciary is
required, by providing the legally established judicial budget, which amounts to 0.8% of GDP;

Timely financial and administrative prerequisites must be ensured for the reqular admission of new
generations of candidates to AJPP, in accordance with the actual staffing needs of the judiciary and

the Public Prosecutor's Office.

Accountability

The Law on the Judicial Council and the Law on Courts requlate the procedure for determining the
disciplinary responsibility of judges and court presidents. During the reporting period, a total of 114
proceedings for determining judicial disciplinary responsibility were initiated.’® Out of these, the Judicial
Council adopted a decision to terminate the proceedings in 13 cases, while disciplinary measures were
imposed in two cases. During this period, no judges were dismissed.!” Although the number of initiated
disciplinary proceedings indicates that the mechanisms for determining responsibility continue to func-
tion, the number of imposed disciplinary measures remains very low. The statistical data alone do not
allow for an assessment of the consistency, proportionality, and predictability of disciplinary practice,
which remains one of the issues also noted in previous reports of the European Commission.

During the reporting period, particular attention was drawn to a case involving a former State Attor-
ney and current lawyer who pleaded guilty to the criminal offence of accepting a reward for unlawful
influence.®® Additionally, he had requested €100,000 toward the end of last year to exert influence
over a judge from the Appellate Court Skopje in order to have the detention measure against his client
revoked. Although, in this case, he was caught in flagrante with part of the bribe and the money did
not reach the judge who was deciding on the detention, the investigation showed that a search of the
106 Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, “Response to a request for free access to public information”.

107 Ibid.

108 ,MopaHewHuot ppxaseH npasobpanuten Gexmu Cracha npusHa suHa - ke fo6ue kasHa 3aTB0p 04 eAHa roguHa v Tpu meceun” ("Former State

Attorney Fehmi Stafa pleads guilty - to receive a prison sentence of one year and three months"), 360 stepeni, 16 April 2026, https://360ste-
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judge's parents’ home uncovered €350,000 concealed within the walls of the house, for which the
judge had no proof of origin and which had never been declared.*®® The Judicial Council, at an urgent
session, decided to revoke the suspect judge's immunity and temporarily suspend him from exercising
his judicial function until the conclusion of the criminal proceedings,™ after which the Criminal Court
Skopje ordered house arrest and the confiscation of his passport. Following an anonymous com-
plaint received from “court advisors who worked with the judge”, the Judicial Council investigated the
specified suspicious cases handled by the judge at the Appellate Court Skopje,*? uncovering breaches
of statutory deadlines, adjournments of public sessions without justified cause, and the deliberate
pushing of cases to the point of absolute statute-of-limitations expiration.* In April, the BPPO-POCC
filed an indictment against the judge for two criminal offenses - unlawful acquisition and concealment
of property, and money laundering, and the house arrest measure was extended.* At the end of May,
the first hearing in the proceedings against him was held, where he stated that he understood the
charges against him but pleaded not guilty.! This case once again opened the debate on integrity in
the judiciary and highlighted the importance of timely action by the Judicial Council in cases where
there are serious indications of corruption or abuse of judicial office. At the same time, it represents a
test of the effectiveness of disciplinary mechanisms and their coordination with criminal proceedings,
while fully respecting the presumption of innocence and the right to a fair trial.

Another case of bribe-taking was identified in the Basic Court Gostivar, where the BPPO-POCC ini-
tiated investigative proceedings against the acting court president and a court administrator. They
are suspected of having requested and received a bribe of €8,000 to exert influence over a judge in
that court, as well as judges in the Appellate Court Gostivar, in relation to a civil dispute involving
the person from whom they took the money.® At an urgent session, the Judicial Council adopted
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a decision to temporarily remove the judge and acting president of the Basic Court Gostivar from
office and appointed a new acting court president.! This response by the Judicial Council represents
an important instrument for safequarding judicial integrity while criminal proceedings are ongoing.
However, the ultimate assessment of the effectiveness of the system of disciplinary responsibility
will depend on the timely completion of the disciplinary and criminal proceedings and their outcome.

Regarding the disciplinary responsibility of public prosecutors, no proceedings for determining dis-
ciplinary responsibility were initiated during the reporting period."® The lack of initiated disciplinary
proceedings within the public prosecution service does not allow for an assessment of the practice
of the Council of Public Prosecutors when acting in such cases. Nevertheless, for this body as well, it
remains important that disciplinary proceedings be conducted transparently, predictably, and with
clearly reasoned decisions.

Overall, the reporting period was marked by several cases of serious suspicions of corruption in the
judiciary, with the competent institutions taking initial measures to ensure responsibility. Neverthe-
less, long-term trust in the disciplinary system will depend on its consistency, predictability, trans-
parency, and ability to react in a timely manner in cases that affect the integrity of the judiciary.

Governing bodies should ensure a consistent, predictable, and transparent application of disciplinary
mechanisms in the judiciary and public prosecution, while respecting the principles of proportional-
ity, legal certainty, and equal treatment;

In proceedings for determining responsibility, strict adherence to standards of fair and equitable
process is essential, including clear, reasoned, and individualized explanations for all decisions made.

Professionalism and competence

During the reporting period, the filling of vacant judicial and public prosecution positions contin-
ued, including with candidates from the VIII generation of AJPP. Nevertheless, challenges remain
in ensuring timely, transparent, and merit-based selection and promotion procedures, as well as in
providing a sufficient number of judges and public prosecutors in accordance with the actual needs
of the system. Out of the VIII generation of AJPP candidates, who received their certificates of suc-
cessful completion of the final exam in February 2025, a total of 68 were selected as judges, while
29 were selected as public prosecutors in 2025.

In the past year, the Judicial Council carried out the selection of judges for several higher courts: two
judges to the Appellate Court Gostivar, three judges to the Appellate Court Shtip, four judges to the

117 ,Coonwrenue og 545. UTHA cegnmua Ha Cyacku coset Ha PCM - 15.05.2026 roguta” ("Announcement on the 545th URGENT session
of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia - 15.05.2026"), Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of
North Macedonia, 15 May 2026, https://bit.ly/45Ua2de.
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Appellate Court Bitola, ten judges to the Appellate Court Skopje, and three judges to the Supreme
Court of the Republic of North Macedonia.”® For some of these selections, the procedure took a
very long time, which is why in the future the Judicial Council should ensure that procedures are
conducted efficiently and within a shorter timeframe. Another point of criticism is that over the past
year it did not publicly publish the candidate ranking lists with scores, and the arguments presented
by Council members were often generic and repetitive, lacking individualized explanations for each
candidate when making decisions.'2

In addition to the selection and promotion of judges and public prosecutors, in the past year the
Judicial Council also adopted decisions on the selection of court presidents, as well as on the des-
ignation of acting court presidents. Decisions were adopted for the selection of presidents of the
Higher Administrative Court, the Supreme Court of the Republic of North Macedonia, as well as of
several basic and appellate courts across the country. At its 533rd session, the Judicial Council ap-
pointed an acting president of the Administrative Court.’? Shortly thereafter, in the second half of
November, it published a public announcement for the selection of a president of the Administrative
Court,'® as well as announcements for the selection of presidents of the Basic Court Berovo, the Ba-
sic Court Delchevo, and the Basic Court Radovish.”** Alongside the Administrative Court, acting court
presidents were designated on multiple occasions for other courts, resulting in a total of ten courts
where the position was exercised in acting status. This indicates a lack of timeliness in conducting
selection procedures for court presidents and a prolonged duration of procedures, which negatively
impacts the stability and efficiency of judicial governance.®

During the reporting period, nine public prosecutors were selected in the basic public prosecutor's
offices and four in BPPO-POCC. A total of six prosecutors ceased their functions due to fulfilling the
conditions for age-based retirement, and no prosecutors were dismissed. In the same period, four
public prosecutors were assigned to work in another public prosecutor’s office.?® These figures indi-
cate an overall insufficient number of prosecutors in the country, as well as in specific prosecutor’s
offices where there is a need for assignments.

Following the previously initiated procedure for the dismissal of the Public Prosecutor of the Re-
public?” on which the Council of Public Prosecutors issued a negative opinion due to insufficiently
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specified allegations that were not supported by evidence,”® the Public Prosecutor submitted his res-
ignation in December 2025.2% An acting Public Prosecutor was appointed pending the election of his
successor.”® Five candidates applied in the procedure for the election of the new Public Prosecutor
of the Republic,”*! four of whom were assessed by the Council as meeting the eligibility requirements
and received a positive opinion.”*? During the procedure, a public statement by the Prime Minister that
one of the candidates was “not in the running”** made before the Government formally decided on
the proposed candidates,* prompted reactions over concerns about possible political influence on the
process and equal treatment of the candidates.®> The Government proposed another candidate,® who
was elected by the Assembly with 66 votes™ and assumed office on 19 March 2026.58 The procedure
again highlighted the importance of conducting the election of the Public Prosecutor of the Republic
on the basis of clear, transparent, and merit-based criteria, while avoiding public political interventions
that could create a perception of influence over the outcome.

The Council of Public Prosecutors conducted several procedures to fill managerial and prosecutorial
positions. In March 2026, four public prosecutors were elected to the BPPO-POCC,® while the selec-
tion of the higher public prosecutor of HPPO Skopje, following his resignation,*° was not completed
because no candidate received the required majority, and the office functioned with an acting higher

128 ,Mucnewe Ha Cosetor no npeasnorot Ha Bnagarta 3a paspewysate Ha JO Ha PCM” ("Opinion of the Council on the Government's
proposal for the dismissal of the Public Prosecutor of the Republic of North Macedonia®), Official website of the Council of Public
Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 2 April 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/mislenje-na-sovetot-po-predlogot-na-vladata-
za-razreshuvanje-na-jo-na-rsm/.

129 ,Kowescku cv nopHece ocTaska of dyHKuujata apxasen Jasen obsunuten” (“Kocevski resigned from the position of State Public Prosecu-
tor"), 360 stepeni, 16 December 2025, https://360stepeni.mk/kotsevski-si-podnese-ostavka-od-funktsijata-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel /.

130 ,Coonwrenue o oppxana 35-Ta ceguya” (“Announcement on the held 35th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Pros-
ecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 22 December 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-35-ta-sednica/.

131 ,Tpu 06BMHUTENKM W [Bajua CyAMM Ce NpUjaBUNe HA OFNAcOT 3a APKABEH jaBeH 0OBMHUTEN, POKOT uctekyBa Ha nonHok” (“Three
female prosecutors and two judges applied for the announcement for State Public Prosecutor, deadline expires at midnight”), 360
stepeni, 26 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/tri-obvinitelki-i-dvajtsa-sudii-se-prijavile-na-oglasot-za-drzhaven-javen-obvini-
tel-rokot-istekuva-na-polnok/.

132 ,Coonwrenue of oppxaHa 38-ma cephuua” (“Announcement on the held 38th session”), Official website of the Council of Public
Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 17 February 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-38-ma-sednica/.

133 ,JleHue Puctocka anconyTHo He e BO Mrpa 3a HOB ApXaseH jaseH o6suHuten, senu npemuepot” (“Lenche Ristoska is absolutely not
in the running for new State Public Prosecutor, says the Prime Minister”), 360 stepeni, 19 February 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/
lenche-ristoska-apsolutno-ne-e-vo-igra-za-nov-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel-veli-premierot

134 ,Cosetot Ha JO i ocTaBu Ha Bnapara ga usbupa Mery ueTBopuLa KaHAMAATH 3a HOB ApxaseH jaseH obsunuten” ("Council of Public Pros-
ecutors left it to the Government to choose among four candidates for new State Public Prosecutor”), 360 stepeni, 17 February 2026,
https://360stepeni.mk/sovetot-na-jo-ostavi-na-vladata-da-izbira-megu-chetvoritsa-kandidati-za-nov-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel /.

135 ,Mnatdpopmata Ha rparaHcku opraHuaumuu 3a Gopba npoTvs Kopynuujata pearupa Ha jaBHUTE M3jaBM Ha MPeMUepoT BO BPCKa €O
mocTankara 3a u36op Ha apxaseH jase o6suruten” (“The Platform of Civil Society Organisations for Fight against Corrupption reacts
to the public statements of the Prime Minister regarding the selection procedure for the State Public Prosecutor”), Official website
of the Platform of Civil Society Organisations for Fight against Corrupption, 20 February 2026, https://bit.ly/4wQ1FeE.

136 ,Bnaparta ro npeanara cyaujata Henag Casecku 3a Hos gpxaseH jaseH obsunuten” (“The Government proposes judge Nenad Saveski
as new State Public Prosecutor”), 360 stepeni, 10 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/vladata-go-predlaga-sudijata-nenad-saves-
ki-za-nov-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel/.

137 ,Hewapn Casecku e HOB ppxaBeH jaBeH obsuHuTen - K06y nopapwka on 66 npatennun so Cobpanmero” (“Nenad Saveski is the new
State Public Prosecutor - received support from 66 MPs in the Assembly”), 360 stepeni, 18 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/
nenad-saveski-e-nov-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel-dobi-poddrshka-od-66-pratenitsi-vo-sobranieto/.

138 ,Casecku ja npesene fomkHoCTa ApxaseH jaseH obsunuten” (“Saveski assumed office as State Public Prosecutor”), 360 stepeni, 19
March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/saveski-ja-prezede-dolzhnosta-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel/.

139 ,Coonwrenue og oppxana 40-ta cegimua” ("Announcement on the held 40th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Pros-
ecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 27 March 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-40-ta-sednica/.

140 ,Coonwrenue of oppxaxa 32-pa cegiuua” ("Announcement on the held 32nd session’), Official website of the Council of Public
Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 9 December 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-32-ra-sednica/.
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public prosecutor* The continued appointment of acting officials to managerial positions points to
the need for more efficient and timely selection procedures based on clear and measurable criteria.

One of the candidates for prosecutor in BPPO-POCC had until then been working in the same prose-
cutor’s office specifically on the “Pulse” case, 2 so the Council's decision not to re-elect her under this
announcement sparked reactions from the parents of the fire victims due to the potential delay in the
court proceedings for the case. Such a decision raises concern regarding the continuity and efficiency
of handling a case of high public interest.

Later, the Council made a decision™ to re-announce the call* for the election of a higher public prose-
cutor of the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office Skopje, the election of one public prosecutor in the Higher
Public Prosecutor's Office Bitola, and one public prosecutor each in the basic public prosecutor's offices
in Resen, Kriva Palanka, and Kochani, as well as for the election of a basic public prosecutor for the basic
public prosecutor’s offices in Ohrid, Debar, Kichevo, Radovish, and Kochani.*¢ The publicly announced list
of candidates under this call showed that five candidates applied for the position of higher public pros-
ecutor of the Higher Public Prosecutor's Office Skopje, three for public prosecutor in the Higher Public
Prosecutor’s Office Bitola, one candidate each for basic public prosecutor of the basic public prosecutor’s
offices in Ohrid,” Debar, Radovish, and Kochani, as well as one candidate for public prosecutor in the
Basic Public Prosecutor’s Office Resen, while other candidates had irreqular documentation.® At the 46th
session,“ the Council decided that the incumbent acting higher public prosecutor of the Higher Public
Prosecutor’s Office Skopje would continue to perform the function starting from 12 June 2026 until the
appointment of a higher public prosecutor, for a period no longer than 6 months, because none of the
registered candidates for this position received the required majority of votes.®

141 ,Coonwrenve on ogpxaHa 40-Ta ceguya” ("Announcement on the held 40th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Pros-
ecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 27 March 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-40-ta-sednica/.

142 ,MpenmeTute Ha kou pabotena obeuHuTenkata TpajueBa moBp3aHu co Tparegujata Bo Kouauwu ke 6upat UTHO fojeneHn Ha apyr
o6suHuTen” ("The cases prosecutor Trajcheva worked on related to the tragedy in Kochani will be urgently assigned to another pros-
ecutor”), 360 stepeni, 28 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/predmetite-na-koi-rabotela-obvinitelkata-trajcheva-povrzani-so-tra-
gedijata-vo-kochani-ke-bidat-itno-dodeleni-na-drug-obvinitel /.

143 ,Pogutenute Ha xpTauTe op ,Mync” nobapaa Bpakate Ha 06BMHUTENKaTa TpajueBa Ha ClyyauTe noBp3aHu co Tparefujata Bo Kovanu"
("The parents of the victims of ‘Pulse’ requested the return of prosecutor Trajcheva to the cases related to the tragedy in Kochani"),
360 stepeni, 28 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/roditelite-na-zhrtvite-od-puls-pobaraa-vrakane-na-obvinitelkata-trajche-
va-na-sluchaite-povrzani-so-tragedijata-vo-kochani/.

144 ,Coonwrenue op oppxaHa 37. cegiuua” ("Announcement on the held 37th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prosecu-
tors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 30 March 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-37-ma-sednica/.

145 ,Ornac 3a usbop Ha jashu o6sunuTenn og 214.2026 roguna” ("Announcement for the selection of public prosecutors from 21.4.2026"),
Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 21 April 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/oglas-
za-izbor-na-javni-obviniteli-od-21-04-2026-godina/.

146 ,Coonwrenue og ogpxaHa 43. ceghmua” ("Announcement on the held 43rd session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prose-
cutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 21 April 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-43-ta-sednica/.

147 ,[lononHysatbe Ha nucTata Ha kanaupatu” (“Supplement to the list of candidates”), Official website of the Council of Public Prosecu-
tors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 27 April 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/dopolnuvanje-na-listata-na-kandidati/.

148 ,Jlucta Ha npujasenu kaHaupav no ornac - Cn. sechuk 6p.89/2026 op 27.04.2026" ("List of registered candidates per announce-
ment - Official Gazette No. 89/2026 of 27.04.2026"), Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North
Macedonia, 27 April 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/lista-na-prijaveni-kandidati-po-oglas-s|-vesnik-br-89-2026-0d-27-04-2026/.

149 ,Coonwrenue op 46-1a ceghuua” (“Announcement on the 46th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the
Republic of North Macedonia, 11 June 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-46-ta-sednica/.

150 ,Harawa Kpcresa-Llanesa octanysa 8. 4. weduua Ha Buworo jagHo o6eunutenctso Ckomje, ognyun Cosetor Ha JO” (“Natasha Krsteva-Caleva
remains acting head of the Higher Public Prosecutor’s Office Skopje, Council of Public Prosecutors decided”), 360 stepeni, 11 June 2026,
https://360stepeni.mk/natasha-krsteva-tsaleva-ostanuva-v-d-shefitsa-na-vishoto-javno-obvinitelstvo-skopje-odluchi-sovetot-na-jo/.
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At the end of November 2025, the Council published a call for the election of a basic public prose-
cutor in the Basic Public Prosecutor’s Office Skopje and a basic public prosecutor in the Basic Public
Prosecutor’s Office Tetovo.™ The publicly announced list of candidates under this call showed that
five candidates applied for basic public prosecutor in the Basic Public Prosecutor's Office Skopje,
while only one candidate registered for the position of basic public prosecutor in the Basic Public
Prosecutor’s Office Tetovo.2 For the position of basic public prosecutor in the Basic Public Pros-
ecutor's Office Skopje, a basic public prosecutor with 12 years of experience was elected with the
support of seven members of the Council,** while for basic public prosecutor in the Basic Public
Prosecutor's Office Tetovo, the sole candidate - the incumbent basic public prosecutor in the Basic
Public Prosecutor’s Office Tetovo - was re-elected.™

At the 46th session, the Council of Public Prosecutors also made a decision to publish a call for the
election of a basic public prosecutor for the Basic Public Prosecutor’s Office Kriva Palanka, for the
election of one public prosecutor in the Basic Public Prosecutor's Office Skopje, and for the election
of three public prosecutors in BPPO-POCC™

Governing bodies should ensure a transparent and merit-based application of procedures for the
selection and promotion of judges and public prosecutors, through the timely publication of ranking
lists and candidates’ scores, as well as clear, individualized justification for every decision, especially
when deviating from the established ranking order;

It is necessary to revise the system for evaluation and career advancement of judges and public pros-
ecutors with clear, measurable, and objective criteria for expertise, efficiency, and integrity, aimed at
limiting discretion and ensuring equal treatment of candidates;

It is essential to align the number and distribution of judges, public prosecutors, and professional
staff with the real needs of the system, based on objective indicators regarding workload, duration of
proceedings, and staffing capacities, including through the revision of the judicial and prosecutorial
network;

Timely and transparent procedures for the election of managerial positions in the judiciary and the
public prosecution should be implemented, and the prolonged use of acting mandates should be

limited.

151 ,Ornac 3a u36op Ha jasHu o6sunmutenn” ("Call for the election of public prosecutors”), Official website of the Council of Public Prose-
cutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 25 November 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/oglas-za-izbor-na-javni-obviniteli-3/.

152 ,Jlucta Ha kaupgugatu no ornac 6p.08-84/1 og 2511.2025 r ("List of candidates under Call No. 08-84/1 of 25.11.2025"), Official
website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 25 November 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/lista-na-
kandidati-po-oglas-br-08-84-1-0d-25-11-2025-g/.

153 ,U360p Ha wed Ha 0JO Ckonje: ®ugocku 6un ybepnus Ha uHtepsjyTo, bybescku - eguHcTeeH co nporpama 3a pabora” (“Eletion
of Head of BPPO Skopje: Fidoski was convincing in the interview, Bubevski - the only one with a work program”), 360 stepeni,
20 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/izbor-na-shef-na-ojo-skopje-fidoski-bil-ubedliv-na-intervjuto-bubevski-edinstven-so-pro-
grama-za-rabota/.

154 ,Coonwrenue og ogpxaxa 36. cepruua” ("Announcement on the held 36th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prose-
cutors of the Republic of North Macedonia, 20 January 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-36-ta-sednica/.

155 ,Coonwrenue op 46-1a ceghuua” (“Announcement on the 46th session”), Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the
Republic of North Macedonia, 11 June 2026, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-46-ta-sednica/.
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Quality of justice

The admission procedure for the IX generation of candidates at the Academy for Judges and Public
Prosecutors, initiated in 2023,% remained blocked due to unsecured financial resources. After
multiple delays,®® the Management Board of the Academy in December 2025 annulled the an-
nouncement for the admission of 130 candidates, assessing that the procedure could no longer con-
tinue based on a call published two years earlier.* As a result, the staffing of the judiciary and the
public prosecution through a new generation originating from the Academy was further postponed.

In the Reform Agenda of the Republic of North Macedonia 2024-2027, the enhancement of judicial
integrity is envisaged through the revision of procedures for recruitment, selection, appointment,
evaluation, promotion, transfer, and dismissal of judges and public prosecutors, as well as through
the timely filling of vacant positions based on the projections of the Judicial Council and the Council
of Public Prosecutors, with a deadline set for December 2026.1%° However, taking into account the
annulled procedure for the 9th generation of candidates at the AJPP, the need to conduct a new
intake, and the duration of initial training, filling vacant judicial and prosecutorial positions within
the deadlines stipulated by the Reform Agenda will almost certainly not be accomplished on time. At
the beginning of 2026, a new draft law on the AJPP was presented on ENER.! It foresees a clearer
determination of the required number of judges and public prosecutors, a simplified and more trans-
parent procedure for the admission of candidates for initial training, the improvement of training
methodology, more efficient functioning of the Academy's bodies, and a more precise requlation of
scoring for the practical part of the entrance exam.!®2 In the second half of March, the text of the law
was finalized, and in April, it was submitted to government procedure,!®® undergoing alignment with
opinions received from relevant institutions.® At the same time, according to EC guidelines, any
future solution to address the shortage of staff must preserve the principle of the AJPP remaining

156 ,M3sectysatbe 3a pacnopes 3a nonarate Ha Tectot 3a unterputet” (“Announcement on the schedule for taking the integrity test”),
Official website of the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors “Pavel Shatev”, 3 November 2023, https://bit.ly/48VQGFL.

157 ,M3sectysatbe op oppxaHara 240. ceghuua Ha YnpasHuot og6op Ha Akapemuja 3a cynuu u jasHu o6suHuTenu” ("Announcement from
the 240th session held by the Management Board of the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors”), Official website of the Acad-
emy for Judges and Public Prosecutors “Pavel Shatev", 22 October 2025, https://bit.ly/3YxwSno.

158 ,YnpaseH cyp: HeocHoBana e Tyx6ata Ha ACJO 3a opnykara Ha [JKCK" ("Administrative Court: AJPP's lawsuit regarding the SCPC
decision is unfounded”), Media Information Agency - MIA, 2024, https://bit.ly/3MydIAK.

159 ,U3sectysate of oppxaHa 242-pa cegHuua Ha YnpasHuoT og6op Ha Axagemuja 3a cygum u jaHu o6suHuTenn” ("Announcement
from the 242nd session held by the Management Board of the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors”), Official website of the
Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors "Pavel Shatev", 25 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4a7XgtB.

160 ,Anekc 1 Ha pedpopmckara arenga” (“Annex 1 of the Reform Agenda”), Ministry of European Affairs, https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-
body-files/reformska-agenda-na-severna-makedonija-2024-2027-godina-file-YJ6J.pdf.

161 Ministry of Justice, “Draft Law on the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors”, Single National Electronic Register of Regula-
tions of the Republic of North Macedonia - ENER, 2 January 2026, https://ener.gov.mk/Default.aspx?item=pub_requlation&sub-
item=view_reg_detail &itemid=114839.

162 ,®uHanusupat npeAnor-3akoHoT 3a Akajemmjata 3a CyauM v jaBHU 06BUHMTENM Ha [BOAHEBHATA U30MaLMOHA Cecuja Ha paboTHata rpyna
co nopapluka og npoektor ,EU Support for Rule of Law™ (“Finalized draft law on the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors during
the two-day retreat session of the working group supported by the 'EU Support for Rule of Law’ project”), Official website of the Ministry of
Justice, 19 March 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/finaliziran-predlog-zakonot-za-akademijata-za-su-
dii-i-javni-obviniteli-na-dvodnevnata-izolaciona-sesija-na-rabotnata-grupa-so-poddrska-od-proektot-eu-support-for-rule-of-law.

163 ,Mpennor-3akoHot 3a Akagemujata 3a cyauv v jasHu o6BuHUTeNV e Bo BnaguHa npouepypa” ("Draft Law on the Academy for Judges
and Public Prosecutors is in government procedure”), Official website of the Ministry of Justice, 27 April 2026, https://www.pravda.
gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/predlog-zakonot-za-akademijata-za-sudii-i-javni-obviniteli-e-vo-vladina-procedura.

164 Ministry of Justice, “Response to a request for free access to public information”.
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the sole entry point into the judiciary and public prosecution, without leading to a shortening of the
initial training.

As for the reqular operations of the AJPP, out of the planned 210 training sessions for judges and
public prosecutors in 2025, 188 training sessions were implemented. In the period from January 1
to June 30, 2026, out of the planned 129 training sessions, 112 were conducted. Of the completed
training sessions in 2025, eight were dedicated to EU law, five to the analysis of domestic judicial
practice focusing on cases related to human rights, and seven to the protection of child victims. In
2026, three training sessions were conducted in the field of EU law, along with five training sessions
each for cases involving human rights protection and child victims.1®

Regarding the harmonization of judicial practice, the Department for Judicial Practice at the Supreme
Court of the Republic of North Macedonia held two sessions during the reporting period. In the same
period, the Supreme Court adopted one principal legal opinion, two principal positions, and 20 con-
clusions, which formally indicates continuous institutional engagement toward the harmonization of
judicial practice.® However, the number of adopted principal positions and legal opinions alone does
not allow for an assessment of the degree to which they are consistently applied by lower courts.

The procedure for the election of a judge to the Constitutional Court proposed by the Judicial Council
further raised questions regarding legal certainty and the predictability of selection criteria. Follow-
ing the annulment of the previous election by the Administrative Court,'®’ the repeated procedure
under the new announcement!®® led to differing interpretations of the requirement for necessary
judicial tenure,®® while the parliamentary procedure to fill the vacant seat was not completed by the
end of the reporting period. As a result, the Constitutional Court continued to operate with eight
out of the designated nine judges."”

Regarding public perception of the judiciary's performance, a total of 402 complaints were submit-
ted during the reporting period concerning the work of the courts, court presidents, and judges,
with the Judicial Council acting and deciding upon 315 of them.”” These data point to a persistently
high level of dissatisfaction and highlight the need for systemic improvements in the relationship
between the judiciary and the public.

165 Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors “Pavel Shatev”, “Response to a request for free access to public information”.

166 Supreme Court of the Republic of North Macedonia, “Response to a request for free access to public information”.

167 ,Cynckvot coBeT AiBa AeHa Ke pacnpasa no ToukuTe 0f 534. CRAHMLA Ha U] AHEBEH Pej e v NpecefaHoT co cyaujkara [ykoscka” ("The
Judicial Council will debate for two days on the agenda items of the 534th session, which includes the precedent with Judge Dukovs-
ka"), 360 stepeni, 12 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/sudskiot-sovet-dva-dena-ke-rasprava-po-tochkite-od-534-sednitsa-na-
chij-dneven-red-e-i-presedanot-so-sudijkata-dukovska/.

168 ,Ornac 3a npujayBatbe 3anHTepecupaty kaHaMAaTH 3a cyauja Ha YcraseH cys Ha PCM” (“Call for registration of interested candidates
for a judge of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of North Macedonia”), Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic

of North Macedonia, 6 February 2026, https://bit.ly/4hwZib.

169 ,Cyackvor cosert ja npegnara Mepu [uka 3a ycrasHa cyaujka, Enusabera [lykoscka ucnagHa nopaay (He)gosonen crax” (“The Judicial Council
proposes Meri Dika for constitutional judge, Elizabeta Dukovska dropped out due to (in)sufficient tenure”), 360 stepeni, 25 March 2026,
https://360stepeni.mk/sudskiot-sovet-ja-predlaga-meri-dika-za-ustavna-sudijka-elizabeta-dukovska-ispadna-poradi-ne-dovolen-stazh/.

170 ,Kape 3arnasu u36opot Ha Mepu [uka 3a ycTaHa cyavjka, a kage 3akonmTe 3a JO  3a sucoko ofpasosatue” ("Where did the election of
Meri Dika for constitutional judge stall, and where are the laws on the Public Prosecutor’s Office and higher education”), 360 stepeni, 14 June
2026, https://360stepeni.mk/video-kade-zaglavi-izborot-na-meri-dika-za-ustavna-sudijka-a-kade-zakonite-za-jo-i-za-visoko-obrazovanie/.

171 Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia, “Response to a request for free access to public information”.
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Regarding mediation, certain changes took place during the reporting period. Over the past year,
a new national coordinator for mediation was appointed,”? and in May 2026, an amendment to
the Law on Mediation was adopted, modifying the provisions governing the issuance of mediator
licenses, as well as the mandate, termination of mandate, and dismissal of members of the National
Council for Mediation.”® According to data from the Ministry of Justice, a total of 262 cases were
resolved through mediation during the reporting period, of which 35 involved insurance disputes, 28
pertained to labor disputes, and 199 concerned commercial disputes.” However, the overall applica-
tion of mediation as an alternative dispute resolution mechanism remains limited.

The issue of taking the bar examination in the Albanian language has sparked political and social
tensions, following the Minister of Justice's statement that there is no constitutional or legal basis
for it, emphasizing that all judicial proceedings and official acts are primarily conducted in Macedo-
nian.”® In response, DUI filed criminal charges against the minister, alleging violations of the Con-
stitution, the Law on the Use of Languages, and non-discrimination principles.”® The situation also
sparked student protests under the slogans “Unite with the students - all together” and “Knowledge
has no forbidden language,” calling for the examination to be made available in Albanian.”” Seeking a
resolution, the Prime Minister met with the co-leaders of the “Vlen" coalition, concluding that state
institutions are working on a framework for language usage that fully complies with the Constitution
and existing laws to ensure legal certainty.””®

172 ,PeweHne 3a uMeHyBatbe HauuoHaneH koopauHatop 3a mepujauuja” (“Decision on the appointment of a national coordinator for
mediation”), Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia No. 39/2025, https://dejure.mk/akti/akt/reshenie-za-imenuvan-
je-na-nacionalen-koordinator-za-medijacija.

173 ,3aKoH 3a u3MeHyBatbe U JONONHYBate Ha 3akoHoT 3a Mepujauuja” (“Law on Amending and Supplementing the Law on Mediation”),
Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia No. 111/2026.

174 Ministry of Justice, “Response to a request for free access to public information”.

175 ,Munuctepor Dunkos He rega ycTagHa 0CHOBA A Ce nonara NpasoCyAHMOT ucnuT Ha anbancku jasuk” (“Minister Filkov sees no con-
stitutional basis for taking the bar examination in the Albanian language”), 360 stepeni, 9 February 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/
ministerot-filkov-ne-gleda-ustavna-osnova-da-se-polaga-pravosudniot-ispit-na-albanski-jazik/.

176 ,0YW nogHece KpuBMUYHA MPOTUB MUHMCTEPOT 3a NMpaBAa 3a MoMpeyyBatbe HA UMMNeMeHTauuMjata Ha anbauckuor jasuk” ("DUI filed
criminal charges against the Minister of Justice for obstructing the implementation of the Albanian language”), 360 stepeni, 17
February 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/dui-podnese-krivichna-protiv-ministerot-za-pravda-za-poprechuvane-na-implementatsija-
ta-na-albanskiot-jazik/.

177 ,3HaereTo Hema 3a6paHer jasuk - Nopavaa CTyAEHTUTE Ha MPOTECTOT 3a Monaratbe Ha NPaBoCyAHMOT MCMT Ha anbacku” (“Knowledge
has no forbidden language’ - students declared at the protest for taking the bar examination in Albanian), 360 stepeni, 18 May
2026, https://360stepeni.mk/foto-video-znaeneto-nema-zabranet-jazik-porachaa-studentite-na-protestot-za-polagane-na-pravosud-
niot-ispit-na-albanski/.

178 ,Cpenba Ha Muukocku co Kacamu u co MeyuTu: ce 6apa yctaHo pelienue 3a ynoTpeba Ha jasuuyute npu nonarare Ha npaBocyAHUOT
ucut” ("Meeting of Mickoski with Kasami and Medziti: a constitutional solution is sought for the use of languages during the bar
examination”), 360 stepeni, 18 May 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/sredba-na-mitskoski-so-kasami-i-so-medhiti-se-bara-ustavno-
reshenie-za-upotreba-na-jazitsite-pri-polagane-na-pravosudniot-ispit/.
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It is necessary to ensure timely and sustainable human resource planning in the judiciary and the
public prosecution, including the provision of adequate financial resources for the reqular enrollment
of new generations of trainees at the AJPP, while preserving the Academy as the sole entry point to
the judiciary and maintaining the duration and quality of initial training;

It is essential to strengthen the role of the Supreme Court of the Republic of North Macedonia in
ensuring harmonized judicial practice, through regular monitoring of the application of principal
positions and legal opinions and enhanced coordination with appellate courts;

Continuous training for judges and public prosecutors should be improved, particularly in the fields
of EU law, the ECHR, and international human rights standards;

Additional measures must be taken for a broader and more effective application of mediation, in-
cluding increased referral of appropriate cases to mediation and regular monitoring of its outcomes.

Efficiency

According to data from the 2025 Annual Report of the Judicial Council, the courts managed to cope
with the inflow of cases during the past year, reducing the backlog by 119 cases despite a remain-
ing total of 134,610 unresolved cases.”® Out of 34 courts, 16 were up-to-date, while 18 courts were
evaluated as non-up-to-date, including the Supreme Court, the Administrative Court, the Higher Ad-
ministrative Court, two appellate courts, and 13 basic courts.® Although on an aggregate level the
courts handled the annual case flow and slightly reduced the backlog, data by individual courts show
uneven efficiency across the system, with more than half of the courts rated as non-up-to-date. Of
particular concern is that these include the Supreme Court, the Administrative Court, and the Higher
Administrative Court, indicating that efficiency challenges are not limited to basic courts alone.

As for public prosecutor’s offices, according to the Annual Report on the Work of Public Prosecu-
tor's Offices in 2025, the basic public prosecutor's offices in the Republic of North Macedonia acted
against a total of 77,089 perpetrators of criminal offenses, of which newly received charges were
filed against a total of 25,615 perpetrators. A comparison of the data shows a slight decrease in the
reporting year regarding adult and unknown perpetrators, meaning that the workload remains at
approximately the same level, with a noticeable decrease recorded only among juvenile perpetra-
tors (by about 10%). Over the past year, there has been an improvement in the staffing of public
prosecutors, with an increase of 25 public prosecutors compared to 2024.18! On the other hand, the
situation within the public prosecutor’s service exhibits a negative trend. In 2025, only one-third of
the required capacities were filled, representing a decrease of nearly 5% in the total number of ser-

179 ,lognwen u3sewTaj 3a pabotata Ha Cysckuot coset Ha Penybnuka CesepHa Makegonuja 3a 2025 roguna” (“Annual Report on the
Work of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia for 2025"), Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic
of North Macedonia, April 2026, http://sud.mk/wps/wcm/connect/ssrm/07c2cfbl-7280-49ca-91b2-c4279989f9fa/Y2026-SDN-
%280D%290428.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=pTe2UZo.

180 Ibid.

181 ,M3sewraj 3a pabotata Ha jaBHuTe 06BuHUTENCTBA Ha Penybnuka CesepHa Makegonuja so 2025 roguta” ("Report on the Work of Pub-
lic Prosecutor’s Offices of the Republic of North Macedonia in 2025"), Public Prosecution Office of the Republic of North Macedonia,
2026, https://jorm.gov.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/iii-finalen-gi-25-gotov-1.pdf.
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vice employees compared to 2024.18 Particularly concerning is the fact that two public prosecutor’s
offices - Resen and Kriva Palanka - operated throughout 2025 without a single public prosecutor,
severely undermining the fulfillment of the constitutional function of the public prosecution and
citizens' access to justice.

Data regarding judicial staffing capacity indicates a further deterioration of human resource conditions.
During 2025, the number of judges increased by 68 following the graduation of the latest generation
of candidates who had completed the Academy, but the shortage of professional and administrative
support staff needed to support their work worsened. The Judicial Council's report highlights that
not a single employment or promotion within the judiciary was realized over the past year due to the
Ministry of Finance not granting the required approval.®® The increase in the number of judges without
simultaneously filling vacant positions in the professional services does not ensure a corresponding
strengthening of the courts operational capacity and may limit the impact of the new judicial appoint-
ments on the efficiency of proceedings. In response to the findings established during court inspec-
tions conducted throughout 2024 and 2025, the Minister of Justice informed the public in early 2026
that the Ministry of Justice had submitted a notification to the Ministry of Finance emphasizing the
urgent necessity of staffing hires within the judicial and prosecutorial services.®*

The Ministry of Justice continues the process of amending and supplementing laws in the judicial
field. In addition to the Law on the Judicial Council and the Law on the Council of Public Prosecu-
tors, the Law on Judicial Service'® and the Law on Public Prosecutorial Service'®® were also adopted
toward the end of June during the reporting period. The Ministry of Justice indicated that the Law
on Judicial Service introduces a new system for position classification, recruitment, and promotion
of judicial employees, strengthens the administrative autonomy of the judiciary, and provides for
a new salary system as well as a special status for judicial professional staff.®” According to them,
the Law on Public Prosecutorial Service, in turn, provides for the establishment of a new human
resource management system, the improvement of career development conditions and the material
standing of employees, the strengthening of the competencies of the Council of the Public Prosecu-
torial Service, and the introduction of more efficient disciplinary procedures.!®® However, employees
in the public prosecutorial service reacted that the new legal solution concerning them does not
represent a reformative step forward, as it retains existing mechanisms of dependency in human
resource management, fails to address staffing shortages, and does not provide for a substantive

182 Ibid.

183 ,lopuweH u3sewrTaj 3a pabotara Ha Cyackmot coset Ha Peny6nuka Cesepra Makegoruja 3a 2025 roguna” (“Annual Report on the Work
of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia for 2025").

184 ,®unkos 6apa of (uHaHcuu uTHY BpaboTyBarba B0 Cynckata v jaBHoobeuHuTenckata cnyx6a” (“Filkov requests urgent hires from
Finance for the judicial and public prosecution services"), 360 stepeni, 23 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/filkov-bara-od-finan-
sii-itni-vrabotuvana-vo-sudskata-i-javnoobvinitelskata-sluzhba/.

185 ,3akoH 3a Cyacka cnyx6a”, ("Law on Judicial Service”), Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia No. 146/2026.

186 ,3aKoH 3a jasHoo6BuHUTENCKA Clyx6a”, (“Law on Public Prosecutor’s Service”), Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia
No. 146/2026.

187 ,Cobpanueto rv ycBou 3akoHTe 3a Cyacka v jaBHoobsunuTencka cyx6a” (“The Assembly adopted the laws on judicial and public
prosecutor’s service”), 360 stepeni, 26 June 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/sobranieto-gi-usvoi-zakonite-za-sudska-i-javnoobvinitel-
skata-sluzhba/.

188 Ibid.
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improvement in the material status of employees.® The adoption of both laws creates a new nor-
mative framework for human resource management in the judicial and public prosecutorial services.
Nevertheless, given that the laws were enacted immediately prior to the end of the reporting period,
their practical effect on administrative autonomy, filling vacant positions, career development, and
the material standing of staff cannot yet be assessed.

At the end of June, the draft Law on Courts was published on ENER proposing the optimization
of the judicial network through the reorganization of basic courts and a more efficient structure for
appellate courts!®! Given long-standing staffing and organizational weaknesses, the optimization
should be grounded in an updated functional analysis, case volume and complexity, demographic
and territorial indicators, and citizens’ access to justice.

The new Law on Civil Procedure was presented at a public hearing in the Assembly at the begin-
ning of June!? It introduces mandatory representation by an attorney, requlates key issues such
as expert testimony, service of process, and small claims disputes, reduces fines for procedural
participants, advances electronic operations and service, introduces representative lawsuits for the
protection of the collective interests of consumers for the first time, and enables the holding of
hearings electronically.!®> This law was adopted after the end of the reporting period.

Draft Law on Criminal Procedure was published on ENER at the end of June 2026. Following the
conclusion of consultations, it will be submitted to the EC for an opinion, after which it will enter
government procedure.!*

The State Attorney's Office submitted a proposal for amendments to the Law on the State Attorney's
Office to the Ministry of Justice, and a draft version of the amendments has been prepared.’*®

Overall, the data for 2025 shows uneven efficiency within the judicial system. Although at the aggre-
gate level the courts managed to handle the inflow of cases, more than half of the courts remained
backlogged, while the chronic shortage of professional and administrative staff continues to limit

189 ,JaBHoo6BMHUTENCKM CyKBEHMUM pearupaa AeKa HOBOTO 3aKOHCKO peweHue He e pechopmcky ucuekop” (“Public prosecutorial service
staff reacted that the new legal solution is not a reformative step forward”), 360 stepeni, 12 June 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/
javnoobvinitelski-sluzhbenitsi-reagiraa-deka-novoto-zakonsko-reshenie-ne-e-reformski-ischekor/.

190 Ministry of Justice, ,Mpegnor Ha 3akox 3a cyposute” ("Draft Law on Courts”), Single National Electronic Register of Regulations the
Republic of North Macedonia - ENER, 30 June 2026, https://ener.gov.mk/Default.aspx?item=pub_regulation&subitem=view_req_
detail &itemid=122914.

191 ,Mpeanor-3akoHot 3a cygosuTe e objasen Ha EHEP" ("Draft Law on Courts published on ENER™), Official website of the Ministry of
Justice, 30 June 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/predlog-zakonot-za-sudovite-e-objaven-na-ener.

192 ,Jaswa pacnpasa Bo Cobpanveto 3a peanor-3akoHoT 3a MapHUYHa NOCTanKa - efeH 0f Haj3HauajHuTe pechopMCKM 3aKoHH Bo 0bnacta
Ha npasocygcreoto” (“Public hearing in the Assembly on the Draft Law on Civil Procedure - one of the most significant reform
laws in the field of judiciary”), Official website of the Ministry of Justice, 9 June 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odno-
si-so-javnost/novosti/javna-rasprava-vo-sobranieto-za-predlog-zakonot-za-parnicna-postapka-eden-od-najznacajnite-reformski-za-
koni-vo-oblasta-na-pravosudstvoto.

193 ,Bnagara ro yrepay lpeanor-3akoHoT 3a napHuYHara nocTanka, Co Koj Ce HaManyBaart NapuuHUTE Ka3HM 3a yYecHULMTe BO nocTankara”
("The Government established the Draft Law on Civil Procedure, which reduces fines for participants in the procedure”), Official web-
site of the Ministry of Justice, 31 March 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/vladata-na-de-
nesnata-sednica-na-predlog-na-ministerstvoto-za-pravda-go-utvrdi-predlog-zakonot-za-parnicna-postapka.

194 Ministry of Justice,"Response to a request for free access to public information”.

195 Ibid.
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their operational capacity. Similar structural weaknesses are observed in the public prosecution,
where the increase in the number of prosecutors has not been matched by adequate staffing of the
public prosecutorial service. The new legal solutions for the services and the planned optimization of
the judicial network represent an opportunity for improvement, but their impact will depend on the
provision of adequate resources and consistent implementation.

An updated functional analysis of the judicial and public prosecutorial network should be prepared
and, based on it, the network should be rationalised while preserving effective access to justice for
citizens;

It is necessary to establish a clear and measurable methodology for determining the required num-
ber and distribution of judges, public prosecutors, and professional staff, based on case volume

and complexity, workload, demographic and territorial indicators, and projections for future staffing
needs;

Timely approvals and financial resources must be provided to fill vacant positions in the judicial and
public prosecution services, with priority given to institutions operating with critically insufficient

staffing capacity.

TABLE: Overview of key quantitative data in the judiciary
for the period October 2025-June 2026

Category Data description Numerical Value
Implementation | Planned activities in the Developmental Strategy for 2025 116
of Strategies Fully implemented activities 66
Activities in the implementation phase 50
Overall implementation rate of the Strategy almost 57%
Judiciary Judicial budget during the reporting period ( as a share of GDP) 0,26%
Budget Public prosecution budget during the reporting period (as a share of GDP) 0.2%
Statutory minimum for the judicial budget (as a share of GDP) 0,29%
Accountability | Initiated proceedings to establish judicial responsibility 114
and Complaints Discontinued disciplinary proceedings against judges 13
Disciplinary sanctions imposed on judges 2
Dismissed judges and public prosecutors 0
Submitted complaints regarding the work of courts and judges 402

Complaints handled and decided upon by the Judicial Council 315




for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

Category Data description Numerical Value
Staffing: Elected judges from the VIII generation of the AJPP 68
illilcgt:;n i Elected judges to the Appellate Court Skopje 10
Elected judges to the Appellate Court Bitola 4
Elected judges to the Appellate Court Shtip 3
Elected judges to the Appellate Court Gostivar 2
Elected judges to the Supreme Court 3
Courts where court presidents served in an acting capacity 10
Staffing: Elected public prosecutors from the VIII generation of the AJPP 29
Elr%c;[eigﬂtgis Elected public prosecutors to basic public prosecutor’s offices
Elected public prosecutors to the BPPO-POCC
Parliamentary votes cast for the election of the 66
Public Prosecutor of the Republic
Public prosecutors temporarily assigned to another prosecutor's office
Prosecutors whose office terminated (old-age retirement)
Total increase in the number of public prosecutors (compared to 2024) 25
Public prosecutor’s offices without a single prosecutor (Resen and Kriva Palanka) 2
Staffing capacity utilization in the public prosecutorial service 1/3
Reduction of employees in the public prosecutorial service approximately 5%
Court Total number of courts 34
Efficiency Up-to-date courts 16
Backlogged courts (incl. 2 appellate and 13 basic courts) 18
Total remaining unresovled cases 134.610
Number of cases exceeding the previous unresolved case count 19
General legal opinions adopted by the Supreme Court 1
General positions adopted by the Supreme Court 2
Conclusions adopted by the Supreme Court 20
Efficiency Total criminal perpetrators processed 77.089
?,f Public ] Newly received criminal complaints filed against perpetrators 25.615
rosecutor’s
Offices Reduction in the number of juvenile perpetrators of criminal offences approximately 10%
AJPP Planned training sessions for 2025 210
ety Conducted training sessions in 2025 188
Planned training sessions for 2026 (up to June 30) 129
Conducted training sessions in 2026 (up to June 30) 112
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Key developments in the reporting period

Public perception indicates that corruption continues to represent a serious and multifaceted
challenge in North Macedonia and is perceived as a systemic problem linked to institutional
weaknesses, insufficient oversight, and the ineffectiveness of the justice system.

The latest Corruption Perceptions Index published by Transparency International shows no
substantive change. North Macedonia scores 40 points and ranks 84th. Although its position
improved by four places, the unchanged score reflects a lack of significant progress in the per-
ception of anti-corruption efforts.

The National Council for Financial Investigations and Asset Confiscation was constituted to im-
prove coordination among competent institutions. However, following its inaugural session, the
Council held no further meetings, and the position of Deputy Prime Minister in charge of Good
Governance, designated to head it, no longer exists.

Activities related to transparency and corruption prevention continued. A pilot transparency as-
sessment of eight municipalities yielded a score of 52 points, indicating that local transparency
and accountability remain underdeveloped.

The Integrity Watch platform provides public access to data on political party financing, public
procurement, and concessions.

*» In the area of whistleblower protection, a national and regional report were prepared alongside
public awareness activities, though a new law aligned with the EU Directive has still not been
adopted.

s The composition of the SCPC was completed with the election of a new president in December
2025 and the filling of a vacant member seat in June 2026.

» Data for 2025 demonstrates increased proactivity by the SCPC. The number of cases opened on
its own initiative increased from 78 to 194, particularly in the area of asset declarations, while
the number of initiatives submitted to the Public Prosecutor’s Office in corruption-related cases
increased from four to eight. At the same time, the total number of decisions adopted decreased
from 742 to 583.

» The implementation rate of the National Strategy for Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of
Interest (2021-2025) remained low. In 2025, only 23% of evaluated activities were implemented,

bringing total implementation for the 2021-2025 period to 37%.

» The new National Strategy 2026-2030 was adopted by the SCPC on June 19, 2026, with a six-
month delay, and submitted to the Assembly for adoption.

» The SCPC also undertook activities to strengthen scrutiny of the asset declarations of public
officials.

s Inthe field of lobbying, the first individual lobbyist was registered, though no lobbying activities
by registered entities have been recorded to date.

» Increased activity was observed within the Public Prosecutor's Office, particularly the BP-
PO-POCC, regarding cases of corruption, abuse of official position, public procurement, money
laundering, and financial crime. Some proceedings involved current and former public officials,
heads of public institutions, and judicial representatives.
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»  Progress was noted in the IPARD-related case, where an indictment was filed against five per-
sons and one individual was convicted following a guilty plea. Multiple investigations were
opened into suspected abuses in public procurement, tax fraud, money laundering, and abuse
of official position. Notable cases include the indictment against a judge of the Appellate Court
Skopje for unlawful acquisition and concealment of property and money laundering, the inves-
tigation against the Director of the State Agriculture Inspectorate for accepting a bribe, as well
as proceedings against a former Director of the Customs Administration and other persons for
alleged abuses in public procurement.

* In January 2026, amendments to the Criminal Code were adopted in response to the negative
consequences of the September 2023 amendments for the prosecution of corruption and organ-
ised crime. However, the amendments did not fully restore the previous legal framework, while
the preparation of a new Criminal Code is ongoing.

s In parallel, other significant legislative amendments are being prepared. In May 2026, a public
hearing was held on the Draft Law on Asset Confiscation in Civil Proceedings, and on June 24,
the Draft Law on Criminal Procedure was published on ENER. The new Law on Whistleblower
Protection also remains under preparation.

Corruption remains a persistent and multifaceted challenge in North Macedonia, characterized by
institutional weaknesses and continuous public concern, even though economic pressures, such as
the rise in prices over the past year, were the primary concern for citizens. There is an increased
tolerance toward corrupt practices and a decreased willingness among citizens to actively oppose
them. More than three-quarters (77%) of respondents believe that the main driver of corruption is
the pursuit of rapid personal enrichment by political and institutional elites, the inefficiency of the
judiciary (75%), and unaddressed structural weaknesses and insufficient administrative oversight
(74%), further confirming the perception of systemic vulnerability.1*

The 31st edition of Transparency International's Corruption Perceptions Index (CPI) presents a con-
cerning picture of a long-term decline in leadership to address corruption, with limited signs of
progress.!¥ Namely, in the new report on the Corruption Perceptions Index, the country scores 40
points, which means there is no substantive progress in the fight against corruption, but rather a
constant serving as a baseline from which things ought to improve. Formally, we are ranked four
places higher on the leaderboard than last year, in 84th position. This improvement indicates that
last year we performed better in the fight against corruption than four other countries. It also shows
that the country is well below the minimum threshold of 50 points, the lower boundary below which
a country cannot be said to have satisfactory activities aimed at combating corruption.’® Corruption
continues to be perceived as a systemic problem, with weaknesses in institutional performance,
oversight, and the judiciary identified as key factors enabling its prevalence.

196 "Corruption Assessment Report (CAR) 2025, Macedonian Center for International Cooperation, December 2025, https://mcms.mk/
images/docs/2025/CAR_2025_Executive_Summary_ENG.pdf

197 ,MHpekc Ha nepuenuuja Ha kopynuujata 2025: Magot Ha nupgepcTsoTo ja noTkonysa rnobantata 6opba npotus kopynuujara” (“Cor-
ruption Perceptions Index 2025: Decline in leadership undermines the global fight against corruption”), Transparency International
Macedonia, 10 February 2026, https://transparency.mk/2026/02/10/indeks-na-percepcija-na-korupcijata-2025-padot-na-liderstv-
oto-ja-potkopuva-globalnata-borba-protiv-korupcijata/.

198 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Transparency International Macedonia, 7 September 2026.



for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

At the constitutive session of the National Council for Financial Investigations and Asset Confis-
cation, the Prime Minister of North Macedonia announced an intensified fight against high-level
corruption, indicating that over 50 cases that had been concealed or ignored for years are currently
in process, with new cases expected to be opened.’® The establishment of the Council represents a
step toward better institutional coordination of financial investigations and asset confiscation. To
date, apart from its constitutive session, the Council has held no other meetings. Additionally, the
position of Deputy Prime Minister in charge of Good Governance, designated to head the Council, no
longer exists, further calling into question its future operation.2?® Nevertheless, its effectiveness can
only be assessed based on concrete results in conducting parallel financial investigations, as well as
freezing, seizing, and confiscating crime-acquired assets.

Regarding whistleblowing and whistleblower protection in the past period, two dedicated reports
were prepared on this topic.2! The National Report Assessing the State of Whistleblower Protection
in North Macedonia analyzes the legal framework and its alignment with the EU Whistleblower
Protection Directive, identifies key gaps and weaknesses, and offers concrete recommendations to
enhance the system.2% Special attention is given to the integration of gender equality and the pro-
tection of vulnerable categories of whistleblowers.?> The regional report “Whistleblower Protection
in the Western Balkans: Progress and Challenges” examines the legal and institutional framework
for whistleblower protection across five Western Balkan countries - Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia,
Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Kosovo. The report contains qualitative and quantitative data,
practical examples, and recommendations for improvement.2%

On the occasion of World Whistleblower Day - June 23, an online awareness-raising campaign was launched
to emphasize the importance of whistleblowers and their protection, featuring the participation of rep-
resentatives from institutions competent for external reporting of irreqularities, as well as the Ministry
of Justice.?® Additionally, informative content and blogs on whistleblowing and whistleblower protection
are continuously being prepared, including materials addressing the topic from a gender perspective and
highlighting recommendations for enhancing the legal protection of whistleblowers.2%

During 2025, a pilot assessment of the Local Self-Government Transparency Index was conducted
using Transparency International's methodology. The assessment covered 8 municipalities, one from

199 ,YkpaneHoTo Mopa Aa ce BpaTH Kaj HapoAoT — nopaya MULKOCKM Ha KOHCTUTYTMBHATA CeAHULA Ha HaLMoHanHyoT coBeT 3a (uHaHCUCKM UCTpary
" KoHduckauuja Ha umot” (“"What was stolen must be returned to the people, Mickoski stated at the constitutive session of the National Coun-
cil for Financial Investigations and Asset Confiscation”), 360 stepeni, 2 February 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/ukradenoto-mora-da-se-vra-
ti-kaj-narodot-poracha-mitskoski-na-konstitutivnata-sednitsa-na-natsionalniot-sovet-za-finansiski-istragi-i-konfiskatsija-na-imot,/.

200 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC), 27 August 2026.

201 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Transparency International Macedonia, 7 September 2026.

202 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Transparency International Macedonia, 7 September 2026.

.CesepHa MakepoHuja - HaunoHaneH u3BewTaj 3a npoueHka Ha coctoj6ara co 3awrtutara Ha ykaxysauute” (“North Macedonia - National
Report Assessing the State of Whistleblower Protection”), https://transparency.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/nacionalen_iz-
veshtaj_za_procenka_na_sostojbata_so_zashtita_na_ukazhuvachite.pdf

203 Ibid.

204 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Transparency International Macedonia, 7 September 2026.

205 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Transparency International Macedonia, 7 September 2026. https://transparency.
mk/2026/06/23/svetski-den-na-ukazhuvachiteporivot-da-se-sprotivstavime-na-nepravilnostite-e-posilen-od-koja-bilo-posledica

206 Ibid.
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each planning region, selected based on population size: Aerodrom, Bitola, Veles, Kumanovo, Ohrid,
Strumica, Tetovo, and Shtip. Transparency was evaluated across 91 questions regarding information
accessibility, municipal operations, and citizens' access to institutions and services. The findings
revealed that local transparency and accountability remain at an unsatisfactory level, requiring ad-
ditional efforts to ensure timely and accessible public information. Bitola received the highest rating
(67 points), while Ohrid scored the lowest (39 points), with an overall average score of 52 points.2’

The Integrity Watch platform provides open and easy access to data concerning areas particularly
exposed to corruption risks - political party financing, public procurement, and the exploitation of
mineral resources and hydroelectric power plants. Through searchable and comparable data, citi-
zens, journalists, and researchers can track who finances political parties and who receives public
contracts and concessions.?%

State Commission for Prevention of Corruption

Following the start of judicial proceedings against the former President of the State Commission
for Prevention of Corruption (SCPC) and the subsequent selection procedure, the Assembly of the
Republic of North Macedonia elected a new President in December 2025.2%° Additionally, following
the resignation of another member, the composition of the SCPC was completed in June 20262°
following a repeated call for applications.!

In the period under review, a political party submitted a request for the recusal of a member of the
SCPC. The SCPC acted upon the request in accordance with the applicable legal framework govern-
ing the recusal of the President and members of the SCPC, issuing a decision by which the request
was rejected.?2

In April 2026, the SCPC adopted its 2025 Annual Work Report, detailing the activities undertaken
pursuant to its legal competencies. These include: the National Strategy for the Prevention of Cor-
ruption and Conflict of Interest (NS 2026-2030), handling suspected cases of corruption and conflict
of interest, monitoring the legality of political party and election campaign financing, recording and
tracking asset declarations and interests, conducting misdemeanor proceedings, anti-corruption
proofing of laws and bylaws, strengthening personal and institutional integrity, whistleblower pro-
tection, lobbying, as well as an overview of working conditions and the SCPC's overall capacity to
fulfill these competencies.”

207 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Transparency International Macedonia, 7 September 2026. https://transparency.mk/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2026/01/indeks_na_transparentnost_na_lokalnata_samouprava_za_2025_godina.pdf.

208 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Transparency International Macedonia, 7 September 2026. https://integritywatch.mk/?|=mk.

209 ,Cobpatueto ro usrnaca Axem Yyuymb 3a Hos npercegaten Ha [IKCK” ("Assembly voted Adem Chuchulj as new President of SCPC"), 360
stepeni, 3 December 2025, https://360stepeni.mk/sobranieto-go-izglasa-adem-chuchul-za-nov-pretsedatel-na-dksk/

210 ,Katepua 3ajkoscka fage cBedeHa usjasa u oduumjanto ja npesene dyHkuujata unen Ha JKCK” ("Katerina Zajkovska took a solemn
oath and officially assumed the position of SCPC member”), Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 18
June 2026, https://bit.ly/4x0aqWR.

211 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC), 27 August 2026.
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of the SCPC"), 1 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4yBXynx.
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Specifically, compared to 2024, in 2025 the SCPC showed greater proactivity in opening cases on its
own initiative, with the number rising from 78 to 194, particularly in the area of asset declaration and
monitoring. At the same time, the total number of decisions issued decreased from 742 to 583, as
did the number of initiatives for establishing responsibility and initiated misdemeanor proceedings.
A positive trend was observed in corruption cases, where initiatives submitted to the Public Prosecu-
tor's Office increased from 4 to 8, alongside an increase in advisory activities concerning conflicts of
interest. Overall, the data points to increased SCPC initiative in 2025 through the increased number
of self-initiated cases and criminal prosecution initiatives. Variations in the number of decisions
across specific areas should be analyzed taking into account the number, structure, and complexity
of cases, as well as the type of the measures undertaken.?

The SCPC adopted the Annual Report on the Implementation of the National Strategy 2021-2025 for
the period 1 January 2025 to 31 December 2025, as well as the Final Report on the Implementation
of the National Strateqy 2021-2025 for the entire period 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2025.2
In 2025, a total of 137 activities were evaluated, of which 23% were implemented, 44% were not
implemented, and 33% remain in progress. The greatest progress was recorded in the education and
economy and business sectors, whereas the lowest implementation rates were noted in the political
system, environment, and public enterprises and joint-stock companies sectors. The highest number
of unimplemented activities was recorded in the urban planning and spatial planning sector. Out
of 318 evaluated activities, 37% were implemented, 34% were not implemented, and 29% remain in
progress. The report includes concluding observations and recommendations to improve the imple-
mentation of the measures.?® The low level of implementation of the Strategy represents a systemic
and inter-institutional problem.2” The Analysis of the Factors Affecting the Level of Implementation
of the National Strateqy 2021-2025, published in January 2025, should also be taken into account,
as it was intended to serve as a roadmap for the preparation of the new five-year national strategy.”®

The SCPC carried out the key preparatory activities for the new National Strategy 2026-2030. It
prepared a Methodology for assessing corruption risks for the purposes of developing the National
Strategy 2026-2030, conducted a corruption risk assessment, and adopted a Methodology for the
development of the National Strategy 2026-2030. The process was inclusive and involved broad
participation from institutions, civil society organisations, the private sector, the media, as well
as domestic and international experts. Between October and December 2025, 21 workshops were
held, following which the Draft Strateqy was put out for public consultation from 27 May to 8 June

214 Contribution to the Shadow Report by the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption (SCPC), 11 September 2026.

215 State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, ,foguwen u3Bewraj 3a paborta va AKCK 3a 2025 roguua” (2025 Annual Work Report
of the SCPC"), 1 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4yBXynx.

216 Ibid.

217 Contribution to the Shadow Report by the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption (SCPC), 11 September 2026.

218 State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, ,Axanu3a Ha (aktopy Kou BMjaaT Bp3 CTENeHOT Ha CnpoBeyBatbe Ha HaunoHanHara
CTpaTeruja 3a CnpeuyBatbe Ha Kopynuujata u cyaupot Ha uxtepecu 2021-2025" ("Analysis of Factors Affecting the Level of Imple-
mentation of the Strategy for Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest 2021-2025"), October 2024, https://bit.ly/4zkWtQL.
Contribution to the Shadow Report by the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption (SCPC), 11 September 2026.
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2026.2° The new National Strateqy 2026-2030 was adopted by a decision of the SCPC on 19 June
2026, with a six-month delay, and submitted to the Assembly for adoption,?® meaning there is
currently no active National Strategy in place.?! The new National Strategy includes an assessment
of the financial implications of the proposed measures, including the resources required for their
implementation, as well as clearly defined responsibilities and mandates of institutions for each
activity. This enables more accurate resource planning and facilitates monitoring of institutional
responsibility for the implementation of the Strategy.?2

The SCPC promoted its first Action Plan for the Promotion of the Gender Perspective 2026-2030,
which serves as a practical framework for fairer, more inclusive, and more accountable policies.
Through this framework, the SCPC aims to strengthen its capacities to identify and mitigate corrup-
tion risks related to gender.?

Following the local elections held in October 2025, the SCPC published its reports on election cam-
paign donations, presenting statistical data on campaign financing transparency. During the first
reporting period, only 35% of participants submitted their donation reports on time, including all
19 coalitions, but only 18 political parties and 24 independent candidates.?* In the second reporting
period, compliance dropped to 33%, with reports submitted by all 19 coalitions, 17 political parties,
and 21 independent candidates.?® Regarding mayoral asset declarations, the SCPC revealed signif-
icant non-compliance with the legal obligation to report assets: 35 former mayors failed to submit
an asset declaration upon leaving office, while 19 newly elected mayors failed to submit an asset
declaration within the mandatory 30-day deadline after taking office. The SCPC announced it would
initiate misdemeanor proceedings against these individuals.2®

The SCPC also adopted the special reports on the financing of the election campaigns for the 2025
local elections and the 2026 re-run elections. The reports address the legality and transparency of
campaign financing, based on data provided by competent institutions and participants in the electoral

219 ,HauwonanHa crpateruja 2026-2030/ Koncyntatusen npouec 3a Haumonanta crpateruja 3a cnpeuysatbe Ha Kopynuujata u Cyaupor Ha
untepecu 2026-2030" ("National Strategy 2026-2030 / Consultation process for the National Strategy for the Prevention of Corruption
and Conflict of Interest 2026-2030"), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, https://bit.ly/45xNf76.

220 ,0pnyka 3a poHecysate Ha HauuoHanHata cTpaTervja 3a cnpeuyBare Ha kopynuujata u cyaupot Ha untepecu 2026-2030 co
AkumoHeH nnaH 3a Hej3uHo cnposepysare” (“Decision on the adoption of the National Strategy for Prevention of Corruption and
Conflict of Interest 2026-2030 with Action Plan for its implementation”), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention
of Corruption, 19 June 2026, https://dksk.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/0gnyka-3a-goHecysate-Ha-HauuonanHa-crpateruja-
2026-2030-6p.10-17-34.pdf.

221 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC), 27 August 2026.

222 Contribution within the framework of the discussion on the Shadow Report on Chapter 23 for the period October 2025 - June 2026)",
European Policy Institute (EPI), 17 September 2026.

223 ,IKCK ro npomosupa npswot pogos Akumcku nnan 2026-2030" ("SCPC promotes the first gender Action Plan 2026-2030"), Official
website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 9 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4qxsZft

224 W3gewrau 3a npumeHn goHauum goctasuja 35% of BKyMHMOT 6poj Ha yuecHuuy Bo usbopHata kamnatwa” (“Reports on received dona-
tions were submitted by 35% of the total number of participants in the election campaign”), Official website of the State Commission
for Prevention of Corruption, 14 October 2025, https://bit.ly/4qq5Tr8.

225 ,W3BewTau 3a npuMeHH SOHALMM BO 3aKOHCKUMOT ok, JocTasuja 33% o BKYMHMOT 6poj Ha yuecHuwm Bo u3bopHata kamnata” ("Reports
on received donations within the legal deadline were submitted by 33% of the total number of participants in the election campaign”),
Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 22 October 2025, https://bit.ly/4wDH50e.

226 ,AKCK koHctaTMpa HemouuTyBame Ha o6Bpckata 3a npujaByBame MMOTHA coctojba op 35 nopaHewxu v 19 HoBousbpanu
rpagoHauantmum” ("SCPC identifies non-compliance with asset disclosure obligation by 35 former and 19 newly elected mayors”),
Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 17 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4x7K8is.
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process. They note the established findings, identify potential irreqularities, and provide recommenda-
tions for enhancing the control and accountability system for election campaign financing.??/

Under its Annual Plan for 2026, the SCPC foresees the verification of the asset status and interests
of 60 public officials, selected on the basis of corruption risk assessment.?8 The plan covers the ju-
diciary, the legislative and executive branches, as well as local self-government, as sectors exposed
to higher corruption risks. Specifically, it envisages checks on 10 judges, 10 public prosecutors, 10
MPs, 10 ministers, 10 mayors, and 10 former mayors whose terms ended following the 2025 local
elections. These verifications will be conducted throughout 2026. The SCPC highlights key risks
such as influence over legislative and other decision-making, discretionary powers, management of
public funds, public procurement, concessions, employment practices, and the favoring of private
interests.?® Through this initiative, the SCPC aims to strengthen its proactive approach in monitor-
ing the assets of public officials, in line with recommendations from the European Commission and
GRECO for more intensive and systemic verification in this area.?® The SCPC verifies the accuracy
of the submitted data, an effort that requires additional staffing to execute properly. Concurrently,
the number of systemic checks has increased, which are also monitored through appointment and
dismissal data published in the Official Gazette.!

The SCPC adopted and published the Report on the Monitoring of the Implementation of the In-
tegrity System in 2025, providing an overview of the establishment and execution of integrity pol-
icies, with a specific focus on central and local government bodies.”? While 2025 demonstrated a
broader reach and a gradual improvement of the integrity system, its practical application remains
uneven and often superficial. The primary weaknesses relate to managing conflicts of interest and
discretionary powers, assessing corruption risks, conducting training, and internal monitoring; con-
versely, better results were observed in formalised mechanisms such as public procurement rules
and protected whistleblowing. Overall, the findings indicate that despite institutional progress, the
consistent application of integrity mechanisms remains constrained, particularly at the local level.Z3
At the central level, out of 73 institutions, 48 fully completed the monitoring questionnaire, while
25 failed to complete it. At the local level, out of 69 municipalities that accessed the SCPC portal,
40 (59%) fully completed the questionnaire, whereas 29 partially or entirely failed to comply.?

227 ,JIKCK rv ycom noce6HuTe u3BewTan 3a huHaHcupareto Ha n3bopHute kamnatsu 3a nokantute u3bopu 2025 u nosropeHute usbopu
2026" ("SCPC adopts special reports on the financing of election campaigns for the 2025 local elections and the 2026 re-run elec-
tions"), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 3 April 2026, https://bit.ly/466PrT9.

228 State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, ,fopuwen nnaH 3a cnegetse Ha MMoOTHaTa coctojba U CyanpoT Ha uHTepecy 3a 2026
roguna” ("Annual Plan for Monitoring Asset Declarations and Conflict of Interest for 2026"), https://bit.ly/4gCVViL.

229 ,Autukopynumcka ognyuu: WgHata roguna ke ro nposepysa umotor Ha 60 Bucoku dyrkuuorepu” (“Anti-Corruption Commission de-
cided: Next year it will check the assets of 60 high-ranking officials”), 30 December 2025, https://sitel.com.mk/antikorupciska-odlu-
chi-idnata-godina-kje-go-proveruva-imotot-na-60-visoki-funkcioneri.

230 Myuym: AKCK ja npoepysa umotHara coctoj6a Ha 60 Bucoku dyHkumMoHepH, kako cerawnu Taka u noparewnu” (“Chuchulj: SCPC is
checking the asset status of 60 high-ranking officials, both current and former”), Lokalno, 3 June 2026, https://lokalno.mk/chu-
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Combined, out of 142 institutions across both central and local level, 88 (62%) fully completed the
questionnaire on the implementation of the integrity system/policy, while 54 (38%) did not complete
it fully or at all. The monitoring results highlight varying response rates across state institutions,
with non-response or partial compliance posing a notable reporting gap and an ongoing challenge
for future inter-institutional cooperation.

In April 2026, the SCPC conducted a public awareness campaign on lobbying, presenting the findings
in June 2026. The campaign aimed to better inform the public about the legal framework, registered
lobbying, and transparency in policy-making processes.® As part of the initiative, four roundtables
were held with relevant stakeholders, highlighting the need for broader promotion and practical appli-
cation of the Law on Lobbying, further education, and legislative enhancements. The SCPC announced
that recommendations from these consultations would be submitted to the Ministry of Justice and the
working group tasked with potential legislative amendments. However, the campaign faced criticism
from civil society organisations (CSOs) because, despite CSOs being legally exempt from the Law on
Lobbying, campaign materials presented an example of a CSO hiring a lobbyist to advocate for public
policies, a point raised directly during a dedicated roundtable for CSOs and the media.? Following the
campaign, the SCPC formally registered its first individual lobbyist, adding to the previously registered
three lobbying organizations and five lobbying organisation representatives.”® Nevertheless, none of
the registered lobbyists or lobbying organisations have submitted activity reports to date, leaving the
official Register with zero recorded lobbying activities since their initial enrollment.?

The SCPC strengthened institutional cooperation by signing memorandums with the Administrative
Court,?® Transparency International - Macedonia,?* the Ministry of Public Administration,? and the
Judicial Council, ®* aimed at digital connectivity, preventing corruption, enhancing integrity, trans-
parency, coordinated action in the public sector, and strengthening public trust in institutions.

In June 2026, the SCPC and the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, with
support from the OSCE Mission to Skopje, held a working meeting to enhance the integrity policy

235 Ibid.

236 ,IKCK ru npesenTupawe pesynratute of kamnarara 3a nMopuratbe Ha jaHata ceect 3a nobuparwero” ("SCPC presents results from
the public awareness campaign on lobbying"), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 4 June 2026,
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238 ,32. cepruua Ha [IKCK" ("32nd Session of the SCPC"), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 19 May
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signed the integrity policy”), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 15 January 2026, https://bit.ly/4hGhksu.
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242 ,[KCK 1 MuHucTepcTBoTO 3a jaBHa agMMHUCTpauuja notnuwaa memopaHpyM 3a copaborka” ("SCPC and the Ministry of Public Ad-
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within public prosecutor’s offices, aimed at strengthening integrity mechanisms and mitigating cor-
ruption risks in the prosecutorial system.? The Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of North
Macedonia expressed readiness to implement the integrity system, a commitment also echoed by
the Council of Public Prosecutors.?®

At the Council of Europe Programme Office in Skopje, an official handover act for the Gift Registry
Platform was signed by the SCPC. The platform enables a centralized, secure, and more efficient
registration and reporting process for gifts received by public officials and employees across state
institutions. With full ownership of the digital tool transferred to the SCPC, complemented by tar-
geted training for designated officials,* the SCPC subsequently published the Catalog of Gifts for
Elected and Appointed Officials, detailing all declared gifts for 2025.2

In accordance with Article 23 of the Law on Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest (Official
Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 12/2019), the SCPC acts on cases initiated on its
own initiative or based on submitted reports. According to data provided by the SCPC,*® during the
period of January - June 2026:

In the area of corruption and abuse of official position, 283 cases were opened, 281 based on reports
and 2 ex officio. A total of 262 cases were completed, resulting in 178 decisions on corruption and 12
decisions regarding the financing of election campaigns.

For conflict of interest, 54 cases were opened, of which 51 based on reports and 3 ex officio, and with
38 decisions adopted.

In the field of recording and monitoring asset status, 423 cases were opened, of which 28 based on
reports and 395 ex officio. A total of 92 decisions were adopted.

The SCPC issued 197 misdemeanor payment orders, 187 of which related to the failure to submit an
asset and interest declaration form or a change-of-asset notification form. Due to unpaid payment

orders, 26 requests for initiating misdemeanor proceedings were filed.

These figures reflect a substantial workload managed by the SCPC, however, evaluating its effective-
ness requires assessing the long-term outcomes of these cases, the number and nature of initiated
actions, and the response from the competent institutions.

244 ,3ajakHata copabotka mery [IKCK n JaBHoTo obBuHuTencTBo Ha Penybnuka CesepHa MakefoHuja 3a yHanpeayBate Ha CUCTEMOT Ha
unterputer” (“Strengthened cooperation between SCPC and the Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of North Macedonia for
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gramme Office of the Council of Europe in Skopje, 30 January 2026, https://pjp-eu.coe.int/mk/web/horizontal-facility/news-on-cor-
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2026, https://podaroci.dksk.mk/gift-submission/public-figures?page=0&rowsPerPage=>5.
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Public Prosecutor’'s Office

During the reporting period, progress was recorded in the handling of the case involving suspected cor-
ruption in the allocation of funds from the IPARD program. The BPPO-POCC filed an indictment against
five individuals for criminal offenses related to giving and receiving bribes and receiving a reward for
unlawful influence, which was subsequently approved by the Basic Criminal Court Skopje. In a related
proceeding, an employee of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy was sentenced
to ten months in prison following a quilty plea. Court proceedings against the remaining defendants
continued throughout the reporting period. The case also had broader ramifications for the implemen-
tation of the IPARD program, with the disbursement of funds being suspended until May 2026.%

Additionally, an investigation was opened into potential abuse of official position and authority
within the Commodity Reserves Agency. Four former officials and an expert witness are suspected of
abuse of official position for submitting false information to the Government to justify the write-off
of a shortage of 1,500 tons of wheat and 500 tons of barley (valued at approximately €473,000 or
29.1 million denars).2°

In December 2025, a former State Attorney was arrested on suspicion of receiving a reward for
unlawful influence.” According to the investigation, he requested and subsequently accepted a
substantial sum of money to exert his influence to bribe a judge at the Appellate Court Skopje to
revoke a detention order for a prisoner.2 He remains in custody after the Basic Criminal Court Sko-
pje extended his detention for an additional 30 days.”’ Following the investigation, the BPPO-POCC
filed an indictment with the Basic Criminal Court Skopje.

Investigations have also been opened in the following cases: money laundering and usury against
12 suspects operating a criminal group that offered loans at extortionate interest rates;*> abuse
of public call procedure, award of public procurement contract or public-private partnership, and
embezzlement in service against 32 physical and legal entities that abused public procurement

249 ,10 meceuyy 3aTBop 3a CnyxOeHuukaTa KojalwTo MpU3Ha Aeka MpUMUna MoTKyn 3a MaHunynauuja co napu of EY 3a nopppuwka Ha
semjogencreoro” (“10 months in prison for the official who admitted to taking a bribe to manipulate EU agricultural support funds”),
Sakam da kazham, 5 May 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/10-mesetsi-zatvor-za-sluzhbenichkata-koja-prizna-de-
ka-primila-potkup-za-manipulatsija-so-pari-od-eu-za-poddrshka-na-zemjodelstvoto/.

250 ,MosegeHa noctanka npotus 5 nuua 3a 3noynotpebu co crokosute pesepsu” (“Proceedings initiated against 5 persons for abuses
involving commodity reserves"), Official website of the Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 25 November
2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/povedena-postapka-protiv-5-licza-za-zloupotrebi-so-stokovite-rezervi/.

251 ,Yancex e ®exmu (racha, nopakeweH gpxase npasobpanuten” (“Fehmi Stafa, former State Attorney, arrested”), 360 stepeni, 14
December 2025, https://360stepeni.mk/uapsen-e-fehmi-stafa-poraneshen-drzhaven-pravobranitel/.

252 ,Hapepn6a 3a uctpara npoTuBs eHo NnLe 3a NpUMatbe Harpaaa 3a npotus3sakonuto Bnujanme” (“Order for investigation against one per-
son for receiving a reward for unlawful influence”), Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedo-
nia, 14 December 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/naredba-za-istraga-protiv-edno-licze-za-primane-nagrada-za-protivzakonito-vlijanie/.

253 ,MopaHewnuot gpxasen npasobpanuten Gexmu Crada octaHysa Bo NpUTBOpP - CYAOT My ro Npojomxu 3a Hosu 30 gexa” ("Former
State Attorney Fehmi Stafa remains in custody - court extends detention by another 30 days"), 360 stepeni, 14 January 2026, https://
360stepeni.mk/poraneshniot-drzhaven-pravobranitel-fehmi-stafa-ostanuva-vo-pritvor-sudot-mu-go-prodolzhi-za-novi-30-dena/.

254 ,0J0TOKK nogHece obsuHeHe npoTus nopaHewHwoT ApxaseH npasobpanuten, (rada, 3a 3emarbe noTkyn 3a aa sivjae 8p3 cyauja” (“BP-
PO-POCC filed an indictment against former State Attorney Stafa for taking a bribe to influence a judge”), 360 stepeni, 20 March 2026, https://
360stepeni.mk/ojo-gokk-podnese-obvinenie-protiv-poraneshniot-drzhaven-pravobranitel-stafa-za-zemane-potkup-za-da-vlijae-vrz-sudija/.

255 ,Mog uctpara 12 nuua ocomuuuern 3a nuxsapcreo v nepetse napu” (“Under investigation: 12 persons suspected of usury and money
laundering”), Official website of the Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 22 October 2025, https://jorm.
gov.mk/pod-istraga-12-licza-osomnicheni-za-lihvarstvo-i-perene-pari/.
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procedures at the Prilep Hospital, and against 8 physical persons; 1 legal entity suspected of rigging
a tender for relocating equipment from TPP Oslomej to TPP Bitola to favor a specific company;?®
abuse of official position and authority against 2 owners of private elderly care homes in Skopje,
who housed more individuals than permitted under substandard conditions;*’ criminal association,
abuse of public call procedure, abuse of official position, and money laundering against 33 individ-
uals: officials at ESM Heat Distribution alongside company owners, who manipulated a tender to
award the contract to a higher bidder;?®® and criminal association, usury, and money laundering
against 8 individuals who organized illegal unlicensed gambling in Skopje.

A Serbian national, owner of two companies, managers in the Public Revenue Office (PRO), and several
other owners and managers of legal entities are among the twenty suspects in the operation conduct-
ed by the BPPO-POCC at multiple locations across the country.2® The Criminal Court Skopje accepted
the proposal of the BPPO-POCC and ordered detention for eight of the suspects accused of tax evasion,
money laundering, and abuse of official position, who were arrested in the BPPO-POCC operation.?!

The Basic Criminal Court Skopje sentenced the former director of the PHI Specialized Hospital for
Geriatric and Palliative Medicine to four years in prison, and an employee of the institution to one
year and ten months in prison, in the “Geriatrics” case concerning bribery and receiving a reward for
unlawful influence.2

With cross-examination of a former director of the Financial Operations Department at the Health
Insurance Fund serving as a witness, the trial for the “Oncology 2" case continued in the Basic Crim-
inal Court Skopje.?®

256 ,Hosa ucrpara 3a 3noynotpe6u so PEK butona” (“New investigation into abuses at TPP Bitola"), Official website of the Public Prose-
cutor's Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 9 October 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/nova-istraga-za-zloupotrebi-vo-rek-bitola/.
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258 ,CnpoBeseHa KoOpAMHMPaHa aKWuja 3a eKOHOMCKO-(UHAHCHCKM KpUMUHAN — noBedeHa ucTpara npotus 33 nuua” (“Coordinated action
on economic and financial crime conducted - investigation opened against 33 persons”), Official website of the Public Prosecuor’s
Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 19 December 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/sprovedena-koordinirana-akezija-za-ekonoms-
ko-finansiski-kriminal-povedena-istraga-protiv-33-licza/.

259 ,PeanusunpaHa akuuja 3a Hefi03B0EHO NpUPEAYBatbe UTPU HA CPEKA U Mepetse napyu - ocyM nuua ondarenu co ucrparn” (“Operation
conducted regarding unlawful organizing of games of chance and money laundering - eight persons covered by investigations”),
Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 12 December 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/reali-
zirana-akczija-za-nedozvoleno-prireduvane-igri-na-sreka-i-perene-pari-osum-licza-opfateni-so-istragij/.

260 ,Akuujata Ha OJOTOKK 6una ussepera no ussectysawe of AHD - ocomHuuenn ce 20 nuua 3a mHaHcucKn KpuMuHan Texok 4,8
munuonm espa” ("BPPO-POCC operation was conducted following a report from the NSA - 20 persons suspected of financial crime
worth 4.8 million euros”), 360 stepeni, 16 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/aktsijata-na-ojo-gokk-bila-izvedena-po-izvestuvane-
od-anb-osomnicheni-se-20-litsa-za-finansiski-kriminal-tezhok-4-8-milioni-evra/ .

261 ,Oppenen umM e 30-gHeBeH NpUTBOP HA OCYMMMHA Of OCOMHUYEHUTE 33 MUIMOHCKMOT duHaHcucku kpumunan” (“30-day detention
ordered for eight of the suspects in the multi-million financial crime”), 360 stepeni, 16 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/odre-
den-im-e-30-dneven-pritvor-na-osummina-od-osomnichenite-za-milionskiot-finansiski-kriminal /.

262 MeTvpu roguny 3aTeop 3a excaupektopot Apucu v egHa roguHa u aecet meceun 3a AMui Bo cnyuajor lepujatpuja™ (“Four years
in prison for former director Arifi and one year and ten months for Amiti in the ‘Geriatrics' case”), 360 stepeni, 21 January 2026,
https://360stepeni.mk/chetiri-godini-zatvor-za-eksdirektorot-arifi-i-edna-godina-i-deset-mesetsi-za-amiti-vo-sluchajot-gerijatrija/.

263 ,Cnyyaj ,Onkonoruja 2": Excaupextop Bo ®30 seny aeka GoHpot Heman 06Bpcka Aa BpLM uHAHCUCKN KoHTpoau Bo KnuHukara 3a
onkonoruja” ("Oncology 2' case: Former HIF director says the Fund had no obligation to conduct financial audits at the Oncology
Clinic"), 360 stepeni, 23 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/sluchaj-onkologija-2-eksdirektor-vo-fzo-veli-deka-fondot-nemal-ob-
vrska-da-vrshi-finansiski-kontroli-vo-klinikata-za-onkologija/.

un
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The Financial Police Office submitted a criminal complaint to the BPPO-POCC against the President
of the Energy, Water Services and Municipal Waste Management Services Regulatory Commission
on suspicion of committing a criminal offense - abuse of official position and authority.?%* The BP-
PO-POCC is to decide on further proceedings regarding the submitted criminal complaint.2%®

The Public Prosecutor’s Office Prilep filed an indictment against eight individuals and one legal en-
tity for embezzlement and abuse of public procurement at the Prilep Hospital. The former director
and three employees are charged with embezzling over 9.6 million denars from patient co-payments
through fictitious work orders between 2022 and July 2024. Additionally, the director approved pay-
ments from the “patient food" line item for products not intended for hospitalized patients, causing
an additional damage of 1.4 million denars.2

The Ministry of Interior filed a criminal complaint against the former mayor of Kicevo on suspicion
of abuse of official position and authority.2’

The BPPO-POCC proposed that, for the remainder of the proceedings in the “Lottery” case, the for-
mer First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister defend himself from house arrest and have his travel
document confiscated, instead of serving detention in the “Skopje” prison.?® He was detained at
the Kosovo-North Macedonia border upon entering the country after more than a year in hiding.?%°
An investigation into suspected abuses at the State Lottery, which caused damage exceeding 501
million denars, was opened in December 2024.7°

The Financial Police submitted an extensive criminal complaint against the former acting director
of the Public Enterprise “Communal Hygiene” - Skopje, who is charged with three criminal offenses:
abuse of official position, forgery of documents, and attempted embezzlement in office.?”!

264 ,OuHaHcucka nogHece kpuBuuHa npujasa npotus npetceparenot Ha PKE, Bucaumocku” (“Financial Police files criminal charges
against ERC President Bislimoski”), 360 stepeni, 29 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/finansiska-podnese-krivichna-prijava-pro-
tiv-pretsedatelot-na-rke-bislimoski/.

265 ,OuHaHcuckaTa nonuuyMja nofHece KpUBMYHA MpujaBa npoTus mpetceparenot Ha PerynatopHa, Mapko becnumoBcku, 3a wreta op
Hap 14 munuonu enapu” (“Financial Police filed a criminal complaint against the President of Regulatory, Marko Bislimoski, for
damages exceeding 14 million denars”), Skopjel, 29 January 2026, https://skopjel.mk/finansiskata-policija-podnese-krivicna-prija-
va-protiv-pretsedatelot-na-regulatorna-marko-beslimovski-za-steta-od-nad-14-milioni-denari.

266 ,06BMHEHME 33 NOpaHeWHATa AUPEKTOPKA U 3 yluTe CefyMMUHA 3a NpoHeBepu v 3noynoTpebu Bo Mpunenckara 6onxuya” (“Indictment
against former director and seven others for embezzlement and abuse in Prilep Hospital"), 360 stepeni, 29 January 2026, https://
360stepeni.mk/obvinenie-za-poraneshnata-direktorka-i-ushte-sedummina-za-proneveri-i-zloupotrebi-vo-prilepskata-bolnitsa/.

267 ,KpusuuHa 3a excrpagoHavantukot Ha Kuueso - BpaboTun yeTupu nuua v MM [03BONMA Aa He 0faT Ha paboTa, a pa 3emaar nnara”
(“Criminal charges against former mayor of Kicevo - employed four persons and allowed them to draw salaries without attending
work”), 360 stepeni, 29 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/krivichna-za-eksgradonachalnikot-na-kichevo-vrabotil-chetiri-litsa-i-
im-dozvolil-da-ne-odat-na-rabota-a-da-zemaat-plata/ .

268 ,068unuTencreoto npepnara Mpybu ga ogu Bo KykeH nputeop - ce npujasun gobposonHo u 8o Lytka He Moxe ga My ce rapanTupa
6esbegHocta” ("Prosecution proposes house arrest for Grubi - surrendered voluntarily and security cannot be guaranteed in Shutka”),
360 stepeni, 23 February 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/obvinitelstvoto-predlaga-grubi-da-odi-vo-kuken-pritvor-se-prijavil-dobrovol-
no-i-vo-shutka-ne-mozhe-da-mu-se-garantira-bezbednosta/ .

269 ,Aprat Ipy6bu pewn ga ce spatn Bo Makepotuja, npusegen e Ha ' ‘Braue™ (“Artan Grubi decided to return to Macedonia, detained
at ‘Blace’ border crossing"), 360 stepeni, 23 February 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/artan-grubi-reshi-da-se-vrati-vo-makedonija-
priveden-e-na-gp-blatse/.

270 ,OcymmuHa nog uctpara 3a 3noynotpe6u 8o [ipxasHa notapuja” ("Eight persons under investigation for abuses in the State Lottery”),
Deutsche Welle, 16 December 2024, https://www.dw.com/mk/osummina-pod-istraga-za-zloupotrebi-vo-drzavna-lotarija-mvr-go-po-
vikuva-artan-grubi-da-se-vrati-vo-zemjata/a-71068387 .

271 ,DuHaHCKCKa NOJHECe KPUBMYHA 33 NOpaHeWHUOT AUpekTop Ha 'KoMyHanHa xurueHa' - 0BO3MOXMA (U3NYKM JTMLA Aa CTEKHAT KOPUCT
op 68 500 espa” (“Financial Police files criminal charges against former director of ‘Communal Hygiene' - enabled individuals to
acquire benefit of 68,500 euros”), 360 stepeni, 13 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/finansiska-podnese-krivichna-za-poraneshni-
ot-direktor-na-komunalna-higiena-ovozmozhil-fizichki-litsa-da-steknat-korist-od-68-500-evra/.
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A particularly significant development during the reporting period was the filing of an indictment
against a judge of the Appellate Court Skopje for unlawful acquisition and concealment of property
and money laundering, following the discovery of 350,000 euros in undeclared cash for which, ac-
cording to the Public Prosecutor’s Office, no lawful origin had been established. The case is linked to
the proceedings against a former State Attorney for unlawful influence over a judge.?2

In March 2026, the BPPO-POCC opened an investigation against the Director of the State Agricul-
ture Inspectorate under suspicion of receiving a bribe. According to the BPPO-POCC, the suspect
requested 50,000 euros to approve the import of goods and to ensure the smooth handling of
future imports. After the money was handed over, he was arrested, and the BPPO-POCC submitted
a proposal for ordering a detention measure.”

In February 2026, the BPPO-POCC opened an investigation against 20 individuals suspected of orga-
nized tax fraud, money laundering, and abuse of official position, which allegedly damaged the state
budget by approximately 4.8 million euros. As part of a coordinated operation, searches were con-
ducted at 16 locations, resulting in the discovery of documentation, cash, weapons, and counterfeit
seals. The BPPO-POCC requested detention for several of the suspects, while proposing precautionary
measures to secure the presence of others and prohibiting them from performing official duties.”

The BPPO-POCC announced the opening of a major proceeding against 18 physical and 8 legal en-
tities for embezzlement in service, money laundering, and other related criminal offenses. Although
this case pertains to economic crime, it was among the most significant anti-corruption and financial
investigations in the first half of the year.

The BPPO-POCC launched an investigation and proposed detention against four persons, including the
former Director of the Customs Administration (CA). Among the individuals covered by the investigation
are a former Assistant Director of the CA, a manager of a legal entity, and an employee of the same
entity, due to suspicions of abuse in a public procurement procedure and unlawful influence. According
to suspicions, in the period between July 2023 and March 2024, by favoring a specific economic operator
and restricting competition, an unlawful material benefit of over 184 million denars was enabled.”® The
Skopje Basic Criminal Court accepted the proposal and ordered thirty-day detention for the suspects.”

272 ,3aTBopCKa KasHa 3a afBokatoT, ofBuHeHue 3a anenauuonuot cypuja” (“Prison sentence for the lawyer, indictment for the appellate
judge”), Official Website of the Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 17 April 2026, https://jorm.gov.mk/
zatvorska-kazna-za-advokatot-obvinenie-za-apelacziniot-sudija/.

273 ,Hapepn6a 3a uctpara 3a npumatse notkyn, ce 6apa nputsop” (“Investigation order for bribery, detention requested”), Official Website
of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 20 March 2026, https://sllnk.com/Iv3k94o.

274,20 nuua nop ucTpara 3a wreta Ha byyeTot Ha pxasata og ronemu pasmepu” (20 persons under investigation for large-scale dam-
age to the state budget”), Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 16 January 2026,
https://jorm.gov.mk/20-licza-pod-istraga-za-shteta-na-budhetot-na-drzhavata-od-golemi-razmeri/.

275 ,18 dm3nukm 1 8 npasHuM N1LA MHBONBMPAHM BO NPOHEBEPa BO CNIyX6a v nepetbe napu U Apyru npuHocu og kasHueo geno” ("18 phys-
ical and 8 legal entities involved in embezzlement in service and laundering of money and other proceeds of crime”), Official Website
of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 18 June 2026, https://jorm.gov.mk/18-fizichki-i-8-pravni-lic-
za-involvirani-vo-pronevera-vo-sluzhba-i-perene-pari-i-drugi-prinosi-od-kaznivo-delo/.

276 ,OtBopeHa uctpara 3a 3noynotpe6u Bo Llapunckara ynpasa - 0JOTOKK 6apa nputsop 3a boroes  3a ywre Tpu nuua” (“Investigation opened
for abuses in the Customs Administration - BPPO-POCC requests detention for Bogoev and three other persons”), 360 stepeni, 3 June 2026,
https://360stepeni.mk/otvorena-istraga-za-zloupotrebi-vo-tsarinskata-uprava-ojo-gokk-bara-pritvor-za-bogoev-i-za-ushte-tri-litsa.

277 ,Kpusnuen um oppenm 30-gHese nputBop Ha Boroes v Ha Tpojuata Apyru ocomHuuexu 3a snoynotpebu Bo Llapuxara” (“Criminal
Court orders 30-day detention for Bogoev and three other suspects for abuses in Customs”), 360 stepeni, 3 June 2026, https://
360stepeni.mk/krivichen-im-odredi-30-dneven-pritvor-na-bogoev-i-na-trojtsata-drugi-osomnicheni-za-zloupotrebi-vo-tsarinata/.

49



>0 for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

During the reporting period, increased prosecutorial activity was observed in several cases re-
lated to corruption, abuse of official position, public procurement, and financial crime, including
cases against current and former public office holders. In a portion of the cases, investigations
resulted in the filing of indictments and the initiation of court proceedings. However, assessing
the effectiveness of the criminal prosecution of corruption will require monitoring the further pro-
cedural progress and final outcome of these cases, particularly in high-level corruption instances,
including the number of final convictions and the effectiveness of the confiscation of unlawfully
acquired property.

Legal framework

The adoption of a new Law on Whistleblower Protection remained unfinished during the reporting pe-
riod. In order to align the Law on Whistleblower Protection with EU Directive 2019/1937, the Ministry
of Justice prepared a draft law on protected reporting and whistleblower protection. The proposal is
currently in the inter-ministerial consultation phase, which will conclude after receiving an opinion
from the EC#8 The proposed legal solution aims to improve the whistleblower protection system and
further align it with European standards. The Platform of Civic Organisations for Fight against Corrup-
tion highlighted the unjustified delay of the procedure and demanded its urgent adoption.?”?

In January 2026, the Assembly adopted amendments to the Criminal Code following the serious
consequences of the September 2023 amendments on the prosecution of corruption and organized
crime, including through the reduction of penalties and the shortening of statutes of limitations.
The amendments re-introduced a specific provision in Article 353 for abuse of official position and
authorization related to public procurement, which had been deleted in 2023. However, the new
solution does not represent a return to the legal framework in force prior to the 2023 amendments,
and part of the expert and civil society public assessed that the amendments do not fully overcome
their negative consequences. The Platform of Civil Society Organisations for Fight against Corrup-
tion requested a return to the provisions that applied before the September 2023 amendments and
the subsequent adoption of a completely new Criminal Code. The adoption of a new Criminal Code,
aligned with EU law and international standards, remains a key recommendation of the European-
Commission.?2° The Ministry of Justice reported that the new Criminal Code has been prepared and

aligned with the latest relevant EU legislation. It will be sent to the EC for an opinion, and upon
receiving the opinion, it will enter government procedure.?®

278 Ministry of Justice, “Response to a request for free access to public information”.

279 ,NMnarcpopmara 3a 6op6a npoTus Kopynumja 6apa UTHo JOHECYBatbe HA MPEAMONOT Ha 3aKoH 3a 3awTwTa Ha ykaxysaun” ("The Platform for the
Fight Against Corruption demands urgent adoption of the draft Law on Whistleblower Protection”), Radio MOF, 16 December 2025, https://
www.radiomof.mk/platformata-za-borba-protiv-korupcija-bara-itno-donesuvanje-na-predlogot-na-zakon-za-zashtita-na-ukazhuvachi/.

280 ,Cobpanueto i poHece usmenute Ha Kpusuunuot 3akouk, mogppwka page u COCM" ("Assembly adopted the amendments
to the Criminal Code, SDSM also provided support”), 360 stepeni, 28 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/sobranieto-gi-do-
nese-izmenite-na-krivichniot-zakonik-poddrshka-dade-i-sdsm/.

281 Ministry of Justice, “Response to a request for free access to public information”.
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In May 2026, a public hearing was held on the Draft Law on Confiscation of Property in Civil Pro-
ceedings, the purpose of which is to establish a mechanism for the confiscation of property whose
legal origin cannot be proven, independently of criminal proceedings, with provided procedural
guarantees for the protection of the rights of affected persons. The adoption of an effective legal
framework for the confiscation of illegally acquired property is particularly significant in the context
of the European Commission’s continuous recommendations to improve results in the seizure and
confiscation of property related to corruption.?®2

On 24 June 2026, the Draft Law on Criminal Procedure was published on ENER for public consultation.
The reform of the criminal procedure framework is being implemented in parallel with the preparation
of a new Criminal Code and constitutes part of the obligations outlined in the Reform Agenda.?®

Despite the activities to amend the anti-corruption and criminal law framework, at the end of the
reporting period several key reforms remained unfinished. In particular, there remains a need for
the adoption of a new Criminal Code aligned with EU law and international standards, as well as the
establishment of an effective legal framework for whistleblower protection and for the seizure and
confiscation of illegally acquired property.

To ensure effective implementation of the National Strategy for Prevention of Corruption and Con-
flict of Interest 2026-2030 and its Action Plan, clear institutional accountability, measurable results,
and reqular tracking of execution must be provided, taking into account the low implementation level
of the previous Strategy;

It is necessary to strengthen the track record (processing of cases and concrete outcomes) in the inves-
tigation, prosecution, and sanctioning of corruption, particularly at a high level, through timely and ef-
fective action, final court decisions, and effective seizure and confiscation of illegally acquired property;

Institutional follow-up of findings and initiatives from the SCPC and other oversight institutions

must be reinforced, establishing systematic monitoring of their further outcomes, including actions
taken by the Public Prosecutor's Office and other competent bodies;

A coherent and effective anti-corruption legal framework must be ensured by addressing the conse-
quences of the 2023 Criminal Code amendments, aligning with European standards, and establishing an
effective legal framework for whistleblower protection, financial investigations, and property confiscation;

Adequate human, financial, and technical capacities must be provided for the SCPC, BPPO-POCC, and
other prosecution offices to enable independent, timely, and effective processing of corruption cases,
particularly complex cases and instances of high-level corruption.

282 ,JaHa pacnpasa no [Mpepnor-3akoHoT 3a KoHUCKaLuja Ha UMOT Bo rpafatcka noctanka” (“Public hearing on the Draft Law on Con-
fiscation of Property in Civil Proceedings”), Official Website of the Ministry of Justice, 18 May 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/
mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/javna-rasprava-po-predlog-zakonot-za-konfiskacija-na-imot-vo-gragjanska-postapka.

283 ,Mpepnorot Ha 3akoHoT 3a KpuBMYHaTa noctanka e objased Ha EHEP” (“The draft Law on Criminal Procedure has been published on
ENER"), Official Website of the Ministry of Justice, 24 June 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/
predlog-na-zakonot-za-krivicnata-postapka-e-objaven-na-ener.
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Institution/
Area

SCPC -
Reports and
Cases

TABLE: Key Indicators for the fight against corruption

Indicator/Event Data
Formed cases - corruption and abuse of
official position 2o Gaees
- upon reports 281
- ex officio (own initiative) 2
Completed cases 262
Adopted decisions - corruption 178
Formed cases - conflict of interest

54 cases

- upon reports 51
- ex officio (own initiative) 3
Adopted decisions - conflict of interest |38
Formed cases - asset status 423 cases
- upon reports 28
- ex officio (own initiative) 395
Adopted decisions - asset status 92
Adopted decisions - election campaign ;.

financing

Misdemeanor payment orders

197, of which 187 for failure to submit an asset and interests
declaration or a form reporting changes

Requests for initiating misdemeanor

proceedings due to unpaid orders 28
SCPC - Evaluated activities in 2025 137 activities
National Implemented activities in 2025 23%
gg;ltf%ZS Ongoing activities in 2025 33%

Unimplemented activities in 2025 4h%

Evaluated activities for the entire 318 activities

2021-2025 period

Implemented activities 2021-2025 37%

Ongoing activities 2021-2025 29%

Unimplemented activities 2021-2025 34%

Reviewed reports during the period 612, mainly related to corruption and conflict of interest
SCPC - Preparation of the new Strategy 21 workshops (October-December 2025); public consulta-
National tions (27 May-8 June 2026)
Strategy Adoption by the SCPC 19 June 2026
2026-2030
SCPC - Scope/Institutional Response At the central level, out of 73 institutions, 48 fully answered the
Integrity questionnaire and 25 did not complete it; out of 69 local self-gov-
System ernment units that accessed the SCPC portal, 40 (59%) fully com-

pleted the questionnaire on the application of the integrity system,
while 29 partially or failed to fulfill this obligation2* Out of a total
of 142 institutions at central and local levels, 88 institutions (62%)
fully completed the questionnaire, while 54 institutions (38%) did
not complete it fully or at all

284 Ibid.
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X]ri'gtutlon/ Indicator/Event Data
SCPC - Judicial Sector 2025 - transitional year; initiated enhancement of mechanisms
Integrity through new questionnaires, methodology, and handbooks
System Main Deficiencies Uneven and partial practical application, especially at the local level;
weaknesses in managing conflicts of interest, discretionary powers,
corruption risks, and internal monitoring
Criminal "IPARD" Indictment filed; one prison sentence of 10 months following a guilty
Prosecution plea
/ Significant  ["Geriatrics" First-instance prison sentences: 4 years, and 1 year and 10 months
Lags "Oncology 2" The trial continued during the reporting period; the amount of >2.2
billion denars should not be included until confirmed by a specific
source.
"State Lottery" Damage exceeding 501 million denars; proceedings continued during
the reporting period
Organized tax fraud, money 20 persons under investigation; estimated budget damage of approxi-
laundering, and abuse of s 5 .
h i mately 4.8 million euros; searches at 16 locations
official position
State Agriculture Inspectorate | Investigation against the director on suspicion of receiving a bribe of
50,000 euros
Former State Attormey / Indictment filed; case related to unlawful influence over a judge
Related Case
ppalaiia Courd Ll Indictment; the case states 350,000 euros of unproven legal origin
Related Case
Customs Administration Investigation against 4 persons, including former director; suspi-
cion of abuses in public procurement and unlawful material benefit
exceeding 18.4 million denars
llzfgrilework g;‘m&ﬂiggﬂg - bie b Adopted in January 2026; re-introduced a specific provision in Article
353 for abuse related to public procurement. The amendments do not
represent a full return to the pre-2023 framework
s i) G Not adopted during the reporting period; its adoption, aligned with
EU law and international standards, remains a key recommendation
Draft Law on Whistleblower ] ]
Protection Unadopted by the end of the reporting period
Draft Law on Confiscation of . . .
Property in Civil Proceedings Public hearing held in May 2026
Draft Law on Criminal Proce- | pypshed on ENER on 24 June 2026
Draft Law on Prevention of . . .
Corruption and Conflict of Prepared by the worklgs(_g group in May-June 2025 and still not adopt-
Interest ed by the Government

285 Contribution to the Shadow Report by Macedonian Center for International Cooperation (MCIC), 27 August 2026.
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for the period between October 2025 and June 2026 =

Key developments during the reporting period

The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) found violations of the right to a fair trial (Article
6) in four cases concerning the dismissal of judges by the Judicial Council;

The Government through a unilateral declaration, acknowledged a violation of Article 3 of the
ECHR regarding the physical ill-treatment of a convict by a prison officer and the subsequent
lack of an effective investigation through a unilateral declaration;

In January 2026, the Assembly elected a new Ombudsperson, followed by a public announce-
ment to fill all eight deputy ombudsperson positions;

Draft amendments to the Law on Personal Data Protection entered government procedure in
April 2026, aiming to align with the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and ensure
the financial and staffing independence of the Personal Data Protection Agency;

Drafts for a new Law on Probation (with a public hearing held in May 2026) and amendments to
the Law on Execution of Sanctions were published;

In January 2026, a government working group was established to create a mechanism for pro-
tection against Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPPs);

s The Program Council elected a new Director of MRT, while journalist associations warned that pro-
posed legal amendments reducing the funding baseline threaten the broadcaster's independence;

» Urgent amendments to the Criminal Code were adopted making bodily injuries resulting from
domestic violence ex officio prosecutable offences, in response to the State Audit Office's report
on the implementation of the Istanbul Convention and high rates of femicide;

»  Amendments to the Law on Employment of Disabled Persons were adopted to cover persons
with autism, alongside amendments to the Law on the Assessment System for Persons with
Disabilities;

+  Anew draft Law on Social Housing was published, while the UN Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (UN CERD) and domestic courts ruled against the State for systemic dis-

crimination involving the confiscation of passports and identity documents of Roma individuals.
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Case Law of the European Court of Human Rights

Throughout the reporting period, the process of selecting candidates for a judge at the European
Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) and the accompanying controversies were dominant, alongside new
case law concerning North Macedonia. The procedure conducted so far highlighted structural, ethi-
cal, and procedural challenges in the overall process.

Following the confirmed candidates®® and interviews conducted in October 2025 by the Committee
for the Selection of a Candidate from the Republic of North Macedonia for a judge at the European
Court of Human Rights, the process was followed by reactions and criticism regarding transparency,
uniformity of evaluation criteria, and potential conflicts of interest. Civil society organizations criticized
the interview process itself,?®® while the SCPC opened three cases related to members of the Selection
Committee?®® and recommended recusal during decision-making for certain candidates.”® In November
2025, the Committee proposed three candidates, ! and the Government adopted the proposal in Janu-
ary 2026.2? Following the opinion of the Advisory Panel of Experts of the Council of Europe that one of
the candidates did not fully meet the required criteria, a new candidate was proposed in May 2026.%%3
The development of the procedure points to the need for the national selection process to ensure clear
and pre-established criteria, a unified evaluation methodology, effective safequards to prevent conflicts
of interest, and full compliance with Council of Europe standards.?*

During 2025, the ECtHR decided on 205 applications against the Republic of North Macedonia,
marking an increase in the number of applications compared to 2024. Out of these 205 applications,
194 were rejected or declared inadmissible. The Court delivered 7 judgments across 11 cases, six
of which established a violation of the provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights

286 ,Komucwjata v yTBpAM KaHgMaaTuTe Wro Ke 6UAAT nokaHeTH Ha uHTepejy 3a cyauja Bo ECYM so Crpasbyp” (“The Committee determined
the candidates to be invited for an interview for a judge at the ECHR in Strasbourg"), Official website of the Constitutional Court of the
Republic of North Macedonia, 8 October 2025, https://ustavensud.mk/archives/35996.

287 ,Ce untepsjyupaar kaHgugature 3a cyauja co ECYIM so Crpasbyp” ("Candidates for judge at the ECtHR in Strasbourg are interviewed"),
360 stepeni, 20 October 2025, https://360stepeni.mk/se-intervjuiraatkandidatite-za-sudija-vo-eschp-vo-strazbur/.

288 ,M3Bewraj 3a noctankara 3a u36op Ha kaHaupaty 3a usbop Ha cypuja so ECYMN" (“Report on the procedure for the selection of candidates
for the election of a judge at the ECtHR") (Blueprint Group for Judicial Reforms, 2025), https://bit.ly/4acazdA.

289 ,Tpu uneHa Ha komucujata 3a Crpasbyp ocnopexu npes Antukopynumckata komucuja” (‘Three members of the Strasbourg committee
challenged before the Anti-Corruption Commission”), Sloboden pechat, 10 November 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/tri-chle-
na-na-komisijata-za-strazbur-osporeni-pred-antikorupciskata-komisija/ .
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291 ,Mpodecopor Cawo leopruescku u agsokatute Jopaax Anoctoncku u Harawa bowkoscka npegnoxeru 3a cyauja o ECYN" ("Professor
Sasho Georgievski and lawyers Jordan Apostolski and Natasha Boshkovska proposed for judge at the ECtHR"), Nova Makedonija, 26 No-
vember 2025, https://novamakedonija.com.mk/makedonija/profesorot-sasho-georgievski-i-advokatite-jordan-apostolski-i-natasha-bos-
hkovska-predlozheni-za-sudija-vo-eschp/.

292 ,Bnagara ja yceouna uHchopMaumjata 3a aktusHocTuTe Ha Komucujata 3a ubop Ha kawpgupatv 3a cypuja o Crpasbyp” (‘The Government
adopted the information on the activities of the Committee for the Selection of Candidates for Judge in Strasbourg"), 360 stepeni, 13 January
2026, https://360stepeni.mk/vladata-ja-usvoila-informatsijata-za-aktivnostite-na-komisijata-za-izbor-na-kandidati-za-sudija-vo-strazbur.

293 Mo MUCNEteTo Ha COBETOZABHUOT MaHen, KOMUCH]ATa MPERNOXKN HOB KaHaMaaT 3a cyauja Bo Crpasbyp” (“Following the opinion of the
advisory panel, the committee proposed a new candidate for judge in Strasbourg”), Official Website of the Constitutional Court of the
Republic of North Macedonia, 11 May 2026, https://bit.ly/4zBdWph.

294 ,W3Bectysarbe 3a HoBYW KpuTepUyMU 3a M36op Ha cyauja Bo Esponckuor cys 3a vosekosu npasa” (“Notification regarding new criteria for
the selection of a judge at the ECtHR"), Blueprint Group for Judicial Reforms, 5 May 2026, https://bit.ly/4qBqzMI.
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(ECHR).?%> In the first seven months of 2026, the ECtHR decided on 145 applications against North
Macedonia, of which 140 were rejected or declared inadmissible, and 5 judgments were delivered.
During the reporting period, the ECtHR ruled on five significant cases concerning North Macedo-
nia involving violations of the right to a fair trial under Article 6 of the ECHR. Four of these deci-
sions were linked to proceedings for establishing accountability and the dismissal of judges by the
Judicial Council, in which Article 6 violations occurred. In the cases Ribarev v. North Macedonia,?*®
Gerovska-Popchevska v. North Macedonia,?’ llievska and Zdraveva v. North Macedonia,®*® and Skrches-
ki v. North Macedonia,®® issues related to access to legal remedies, the application of procedural rules,
jurisdiction, and the fairness of proceedings before the Judicial Council were examined. These cases
once again highlight the need for disciplinary and dismissal proceedings against judges to ensure
clear procedural guarantees, predictable application of the legal framework, and effective access to a
remedy. Furthermore, in the fifth case, the violation of Article 6 was limited to a specific proceeding for
two applicants. Namely, in the case Taleski and Others v. North Macedonia,*®® the ECtHR did not find a
violation of Article 6 (1) regarding the legislative intervention that enabled the annulment of presiden-
tial pardons and the continuation of criminal proceedings. However, the Court found a violation of the
right to an adversarial procedure with respect to two of the applicants due to the non-disclosure of the
higher public prosecutor's submissions during the appeal proceedings.

The Ombudsperson

After several months period during which the institution operated with limited leadership capacity,®
302 the Assembly elected a new Ombudsperson on 23 January 2026.% In March, a public call was
issued for the selection of eight deputy ombudspersons in the areas of Skopje, Kumanovo, Tetovo,
Shtip, Bitola, and Strumica,* thereby initiating the process of filling leadership positions within the

295 European Court of Human Rights, “European Court of Human Rights - Country Profile,” 2026, https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/
echr/CP_Republic_of_North_Macedonia_ENG#:~:text=The%20Court%20dealt%20with%20314,European%20Convention%200n%20
Human%20Rights.

296 Case of Ribarev v. North Macedonia, Application no. 39987/22 (European Court of Human Rights, 13 November 2025), https://bit.ly/4adjPOx,.

297 Case of Gerovska-Popcevska v. North Macedonia (No. 2), Application no. 30989/20 (European Court of Human Rights, 5 May 2026),
https://bit.ly/4xkhevD.

298 Case of llievska and Zdraveva v. North Macedonia, Applications nos. 19689/21 and 42794/22 (European Court of Human Rights, 13
November 2025), https://bit.ly/4gskSxz.

299 ase of Skrcheski v. North Macedonia, Application No. 37954/21 (European Court of Human Rights, 12 May 2026), https://bit.ly/356Y5xW.

300 Case of Taleski and Others v. North Macedonia, Applications Nos. 34261/23 and 7877/24 (European Court of Human Rights, 23 June
2026), https://bit.ly/4irET8y.

301 ,[lanu He By Tpeba HapofeH npaBobpaHuTen, ja npaLyBaat BnacTa BpaboTeHuTe BO MHCTUTYLMjaTa, Koja OF MPBY jaHyapw Ke 3racHe, oTu
Cobpanuero 5 Meceuy He usbpa ombyncman” ("Do you not need an Ombudsman?” staff ask the authorities regarding the institution,
which will cease operation on 1 January because the Assembly failed to elect an Ombudsman for 5 months”), Sakam da kazham, 24
December 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/dali-ne-vi-treba-naroden-pravobranitel-ja-prashuvaat-vlasta-vrabotenite-vo-in-
stitutsijata-koja-od-prvi-januari-ke-zgasne-oti-sobranieto-5-mesetsi-ne-izbra-ombudsman/.

302 ,CoonwreHue fo jaBHocta 3a coctojbute Bo uHcTuTyumjata HapopeH npaso6panmten” ("Public announcement on the situation in the
institution of the Ombudsman”), Official website of the Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia, 24 December 2025, https://
ombudsman.mk/single/announcement/sostojbite-np.

303 ,®aton Cembamu e u3bpaH 3a Hoe HapogeH npasobpanuTen” (“Faton Seljami was elected as the new Ombudsman”), 360 stepeni, 23
January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/faton-selami-e-izbran-za-nov-naroden-pravobranitel /.

304 ,Ornac 3a 3ameHuuy Ha HapopeH npaBobpatuTen 3a Penybnuka CeepHa MakepsoHuja 3a noppaujeto Ha Ckonje, KymatoBo, Tetoso, LUtun,
Butona u Crpymuua - HMP bp.1650/1" (“Call for deputy ombudspersons for the Republic of North Macedonia for the areas of Skopje, Ku-
manovo, Tetovo, Shtip, Bitola, and Strumica - NPR No. 1650/1"), Official website of the Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia,
23 March 2026, https://bit.ly/4gUCmBJ.
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institution, which is particularly significant given that during the reporting period the institution
operated without a single deputy ombudsperson. The election of a new Ombudsperson represents an
important step toward stabilizing the institution, but it does not overcome long-standing structural
weaknesses related to its financial and functional independence.

Criticism regarding the financial independence of the Ombudsperson institution continued during
this reporting period as well. The European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI)*® of
the Council of Europe, along with the European Commission’s Progress Report,*®® recommend that
the Ombudsperson manage its own budget independently rather than relying on approvals from the
Ministry of Finance. In 2025, the Ombudsperson's budget was further reduced to 92.8 million denars
due to the restrictive policy of the Ministry of Finance. Additionally, the allocated funds for special
mechanisms were insufficient, and their full utilization for engaging experts was impeded by legal
and administrative barriers. This situation leads to the institution facing obstructions in performing
its essential duties” Furthermore, out of 183 planned positions, only 82 were filled by December
2025. Filling less than half of the planned positions leaves the institution facing a critical need to
strengthen its human resources in order to provide adequate staffing support for carrying out its
legally defined mandates at all levels.

Additionally regarding functional independence, the adoption of legal amendments through the
Draft Law on the Ombudsperson remains key to strengthening institutional independence and ful-
filling the conditions for A-status accreditation in accordance with the United Nations Paris Princi-
ples, a need that was also identified in the European Commission’s Progress Report.3® Passing the
amendments to the Law on the Ombudsperson is also among the priorities of the new Ombudsper-
son;*% however, by the end of the reporting period, the legal amendments had not been adopted.

In 2025, the trend of submitted complaints by area and sub-area remained nearly identical to pre-
vious years. The 00mbudsperson acted upon/reviewed a total of 2,921 complaints, of which 2,400
were received/filed in 2025 and 521 cases were carried over from the previous year. The highest
number of received/filed complaints pertained to the protection of rights in the area of the judiciary,
with 307 complaints (12.79%); consumer rights with 264 complaints (11%); labor relations with 219
complaints (9.13%); and children’s rights with 198 complaints (8.25%).° A drastic increase in re-

305 European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, ECRI Conclusions on the Implementation of the Recommendations in Respect of
North Macedonia Subject to Interim Follow-Up, CRI(2026)4 (Council of Europe, 2026), https://rm.coe.int/ecri-conclusions-on-the-imple-
mentation-of-the-recommendations-in-respe/48802ad4dO0.

306 European Commission, “Commission Staff Working Document - North Macedonia Report 2025", SWD(2025) 753, 4 November 2025, https://
enlargement.ec.europa.eu/document/download/267b368e-6b55-4ak2-bb72-6395593dekda_en?filename=north-macedonia-report-2025.pdf.

307 Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia, ,fopuwen u3sewraj 3a creneHor Ha o6e3besyBatbero, NoOUNTyBatbE, YHANPEAYBatbe U
3aWTUTa Ha YosekosuTe cnoboau 1 npasa 2025" ("Annual report on the degree of ensuring, respecting, promoting, and protecting human
rights and freedoms 2025"), (2026), https://ombudsman.mk/media/documents/Gl-2025.pdf.

308 European Commission, “Commission Staff Working Document - North Macedonia Report 2025".

309 ,Bpakatbero Ha goBepbara Bo HaposHUOT NpaBobpaHuTen e npuoputer - nopava Houot oMbyacMan ®aton Cesbamu no cTanyBarbeTo
Ha dyHKkuujata” (“Restoring trust in the Ombudsman is a priority - said the new ombudsman Faton Seljami upon taking office”), 360
stepeni, 26 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/vrakaneto-na-doverbata-vo-narodniot-pravobranitel-e-prioritet-poracha-noviot-om-
budsman-faton-selami-po-stapuvaneto-na-funktsijata/.

310 Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia, ,fopuwen u3sewraj 3a creneHor Ha 06e36esyBatbero, NOUNTYBatbE, YHANPEAYBatbE U
3aWTUTa Ha YosekosuTe cnoboau 1 npasa 2025" ("Annual report on the degree of ensuring, respecting, promoting, and protecting human
rights and freedoms 2025").
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ceived/filed complaints in 2025 was recorded in the area of environment due to a series of ecological
incidents that occurred in the country. Among the initial initiatives of the Ombudsperson was the
activity aimed at harmonizing the laws requlating the bar examination in the Albanian language,
including legal practice, notary services, and enforcement agents.*

Torture or other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment

In February 2026, in the case of “Musliu v. North Macedonia"? the Government acknowledged
a violation of Article 3 of the ECHR through a unilateral declaration in a case involving physical
ill-treatment of a convicted person by a prison officer and the absence of an effective investigation.
The case further confirms the deficiencies in the mechanisms for preventing, reporting, and investi-
gating allegations of ill-treatment within the penitentiary system.’

In 2025, the Department of Internal Control, Criminal Investigations, and Professional Standards
at the Ministry of Interior (Mol) acted upon 57 submissions alleging the use of physical force by
police officers against citizens, of which 4 complaints were substantiated as the criminal offense of
“Ill-treatment in the performance of duty”* Although institutional mechanisms exist for handling
allegations of police misconduct, there remains a need for timely, independent, and effective inves-
tigations and appropriate follow-up action in cases of alleged torture, ill-treatment, and unlawful
use of means of coercion.

In 2025, the Ombudsperson acted upon 34 cases regarding torture, inhumane, and degrading treat-
ment by police officers and prison police officers, which is a significant increase from 2024, when
there were 25 cases.® Concurrently, 27 complaints were submitted by convicted individuals, detain-
ees, or their family members regarding physical ill-treatment, excessive use of force, or humiliating
and degrading behavior towards them, committed by prison police officers. The rise in the number
of cases and complaints further underscores the need for effective investigation of ill-treatment
allegations and for providing functional and independent oversight mechanisms. Additionally, the
National Preventive Mechanism (NPM) continues to face a severe staffing deficit with only three
employees, which is further exacerbated by an inadequate public procurement system for engaging

311 ,Om6yncmaHoT co uHMuKjaTHBa 3a npasocysHuot ucnut - [IYW: 3akoHort 3a jasuuute ro perynupa npawatbero” (“The Ombudsman with
an initiative for the bar examination - DUI: The Law on Languages requlates the issue”), TV 21, 31 March 2026, https://mk.tv2Ltv/
ombudsmanot-so-initsijativa-za-pravosudniot-ispit-dui-zakonot-za-jazitsite-go-regulira-prashaneto/ .

312 DECISION, Application No. 43315/22, Fitim MUSLIU v. North Macedonia (European Court of Human Rights, 26 February 2026), https://
hudoc.echr.coe.int/#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-249030%22]}.

313 ,Mpsa opnyka Ha EBponckuot cys 3a voekosy npasa 3a nospena Ha unex 3 op EKYM Bo 3ateopcku npegmer” (“First decision of the
European Court of Human Rights on a violation of Article 3 of the ECHR in a prison case”), Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, 27
February 2026, https://mhc.org.mk/news/prva-odluka-na-evropskiot-sud-za-chovekovi-prava-za-povreda-na-chlen-3-od-ekchp-vo-zat-
vorski-predmet/.

314 Department of Internal Control, Criminal Investigations, and Professional Standards, ,/38ewraj 3a paborara Ha opgenor 3a BHaTpewHa
KOHTpONa, KpUMUHATUCTHYKI UCTParK, U npodhecuoHanty cragapgm o 2025 roguna” (“Report on the work of the Department of Internal
Control, Criminal Investigations, and Professional Standards in 2025"), (Ministry of Interior, 2026),https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-doc-
uments/oddel-za-vnatresna-kontrola-kriminalisticki-istragi-i-profesionalni-standardi-document-vcUK.pdf.

315 Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia, ,fopuwen u3sewraj 3a creneHor Ha 06e36esyBatbero, NoOUNTyBatbE, YHANPEAYBatbe U
3aWTUTa Ha YosekosuTe cnoboau 1 npasa 2025" ("Annual report on the degree of ensuring, respecting, promoting, and protecting human
rights and freedoms 2025").

59



60 for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

external experts. Although the budget for 2026 has been increased to 955,000 denars compared to
2025, and cooperation has been established with UNHCR and MYLA for field support, the need for
independent staff reinforcement remains critical.*

Prisons and detention

According to the Council of Europe’s annual statistics (SPACE 1), North Macedonia ranks among
the group of countries with moderately overcrowded prisons, with an index of 104 inmates per 100
available places and a rate of 146 inmates per 100,000 inhabitants. At the same time, the country
is at the very top in Europe regarding the average length of prison sentences, which stands at 18
months, which is double the European average of 8.8 months.*” This twice-as-high average prison
sentence compared to the European average highlights the underutilization of alternative sanctions
and the restrictive approach of the judiciary in penal policy, which further contributes to prison
overcrowding.

According to the data in the 2025 Annual Report of the Ombudsperson, 187 complaints were received
in 2025 regarding the protection and exercise of the rights of convicted persons and detainees, as well
as conditions in penitentiary institutions in the Republic of North Macedonia, pointing to overcrowding,
poor hygienic conditions, and deficiencies in healthcare that violate human dignity and compromise
the safety and health standards of prisoners. Despite partial renovations and construction works un-
dertaken by the authorities, the Ombudsperson highlights that these measures remain insufficient and
appeals for the urgent provision of humane and appropriate living conditions.*® Through direct and
urgent interventions by the Ombudsperson, several severe cases of rights violations involving incar-
cerated individuals were successfully resolved: a 14-year-old girl who had been locked up for 22 hours
a day in the Idrizovo Penitentiary Institution was transferred to the Tetovo Educational-Correctional
Facility in Volkovija, where appropriate living conditions were secured for her;*® and a convicted person
with an amputated leg in the Shtip prison, who was initially accommodated on the third floor, was re-
located to an easily accessible cell with provided access to hospital treatment.3° Additionally, aimed at
humanizing living conditions and supporting the well-being of prisoners’ children, a child-friendly area

316 Faton Seljami et al., ,fopuwen ussewraj 2025" ("Annual report 2025"), (National Preventive Mechanism - Ombudsman, 2026), https://
ombudsman.mk/media/documents/NPM_Godisen_izvestaj-2025-Mk-Alb-Ang_1662f73d.pdf..

317 ,MakenioHuja co yMepeHo NpeHaTpynaHy 3aTBOPU U Mery BOJEUKUTE CO HajONT MPOCeK Ha 3aTBOPCKM KasHM - rOAMLIHA CTAaTUCTUKA Ha
Coserot Ha Espona” ("Macedonia with moderately overcrowded prisons and among the leading with the longest average prison sen-
tences - annual statistics of the Council of Europe”), Telma TV, 19 May 2026, https://telma.com.mk/2026/05/19/makedonija-so-umere-
no-prenatrupani-zatvori-i-megu-vodechkite-so-najdolg-prosek-na-zatvorski-kazni-godishna-statistika-na-sovetot-na-evropa/.

318 Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia, ,fopuwen u3sewraj 3a creneHor Ha 06e3besyBatbeTo, NoOUNTyBatbE, YHANPEYBatbe U
3aWTUTa Ha YosekosuTe cnoboau 1 npasa 2025" ("Annual report on the degree of ensuring, respecting, promoting, and protecting human
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319 ,l4-ropuwHoto pesojue wro bewe 3aknyyeHo no 22 yaca Ha feH Bo ,/gpusoso”, e npedppnero Bo BocnutHo-nonpasHuot gom ,TetoBo
("The 14-year-old girl who was locked up for 22 hours a day in ‘Idrizovo has been transferred to the Tetovo' Educational-Correctional
Facility"), Sloboden pechat, 9 October 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/14-godishnoto-devojche-koe-beshe-zaklucheno-po-22-cha-
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320 ,OcyneHuk 63 egHa Hora ro CMeCTUE Ha TPETUOT Kar BO WTUTICKUOT 3aTBOP — CeKoj AeH Maky Mauen co ckanute” (“A convict without one
leg was placed on the third floor of the Shtip prison - struggled every day with the stairs”), Sloboden pechat, 8 October 2025, https://
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was put into operation at the Idrizovo Penitentiary Institution®? with support from the European Union
and the Council of Europe, while the female section in the Tetovo Educational-Correctional Facility was
equipped through a project funded by the European Union.’2

Deficiencies regarding inhumane conditions and overcrowding in penal-correctional facilities were also
highlighted by the National Preventive Mechanism (NPM). In the 2025 report, in prisons such as ld-
rizovo, Skopje, Shtip, Prilep, and Bitola, the number of incarcerated individuals reqularly exceeds the
designated capacity, leading to a drastic deterioration of material conditions, such as a lack of daylight,
poor ventilation, and concerning levels of unhygienic conditions.*? This excessive strain on prison in-
frastructure not only violates human dignity but also creates constant tension among prisoners, which
frequently escalates into interpersonal conflicts.* Further confirmation of the compromised security
system and security risks in the facility is the recent filing of criminal charges against five individuals,
three of whom are prisoners in the Idrizovo Penitentiary Institution, for forming a terrorist organization
and online glorification of ISIS3% Concurrently, healthcare in prisons remains at a critical level; the
persistent shortage of medical staff and essential medications forces prisoners to procure their own
therapy, making access to medical care one of the greatest challenges.’® Additionally, during a visit to
the “Demir Hisar" Psychiatric Hospital, it was established that individuals under criminal sanctions are
being admitted who abuse and manipulate the measure of mandatory psychiatric treatment, thereby
compromising security and placing pressure on staff and other patients in a facility that already strug-
gles with poor spatial conditions and a severe shortage of medical personnel*

Although certain interventions, renovations, and positive steps have been registered by the institu-
tions, such as the pilot project for introducing telemedicine aimed at improving access to specialized
healthcare for prisoners,*? the conclusion of all relevant reports remains that partial measures are still
insufficient. Additionally, one of the key systemic steps toward reducing prison overcrowding is the
new Draft Law on Probation, which was published on ENER in 2025 with the objective of establishing a
more efficient probation system through the expansion of alternative measures, better resocialization,
and the reduction of recidivism. It is intended to harmonize requlations under the jurisdiction of the

321 ,[lerecka ce otBopa peTcko katue Bo Mppu3oso, usrpageHo co nogapwka og EY u Cosetor Ha Espona” ("Child-friendly corner opens
today in Idrizovo, built with support from the EU and the Council of Europe”), Press24.Mk, 21 November 2025, https://press24.mk/
deneska-se-otvora-detsko-katche-vo-idrizovo-izgradeno-so-poddrshka-od-eu-i-sovetot-na-evropa/.

322 ,Co3nasame nogobpa cpenuta 3a gesojumtbara so BMY Tetoso” (“Creating a better environment for girls in the Educational-Correction-
al Facility Tetovo”), Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, 20 November 2025, https://mhc.org.mk/news/sozdavame-podobra-sredi-
na-za-devojchinjata-vo-vpu-tetovo/.

323 Faton Seljami et al., ,fopuwen ussewraj 2025" ("Annual report 2025"), (National Preventive Mechanism - Ombudsman, 2026), https://
ombudsman.mk/media/documents/NPM_Godisen_izvestaj-2025-Mk-Alb-Ang_1662f73d.pdf..

324 ,Tenauka nomery 3aTBopexuum o ,Mpusoso” - ene e nospenen” (“Fight between prisoners in ‘ldrizovo’ - one is injured”), 360 stepeni,
2 April 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/tepachka-pomegu-zatvorenitsi-vo-idrizovo-eden-e-povreden/.
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rifying ISIS online”), Sakam da kazham, 17 June 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/krivichna-prijava-za-petmina-od-koi-trojt-
sa-zatvorenitsi-vo-idrizovo-za-formirane-teroristichka-organizatsija-shto-go-velicha-isis-na-internet/.

326 ,MpoHajseH e nounHar ocysexunk Bo wrunckuor 3ateop” ("Deceased convict found dead in Shtip prison”), 360 stepeni, 16 December 2025,
https://360stepeni.mk/pronajden-e-pochinat-osudenik-vo-shtipskiot-zatvor/.

327 Faton Seljami et al., ,loguwen ussewraj 2025" ("Annual report 2025").
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Sanctions Enforcement Directorate in order to address inconsistencies in legal solutions and align
with international probation standards.3® On 12 May 2026, a public hearing was also held on the draft
law** As a direct practical measure in this direction, the country's first case was recorded where a
79-year-old convicted person is serving a three-month home detention sentence with an electronic
monitor, namely an ankle bracelet, instead of an effective prison sentence* The Draft Law amending
and supplementing the Law on Execution of Sanctions was published on ENER in June 2025, after
which a public hearing was held in September. The proposed amendments are intended to reform the
penitentiary system in line with national and international standards.** It has not yet been adopted.

An additional systemic challenge is presented by the fact that following the expiration of the previ-
ous National Strategy for the Development of the Penitentiary System (2021-2025), the state has
not yet adopted a new multi-year strategy and corresponding Action Plan for the period after 2025.
This vacuum in the strategic framework for the 2026-2030 period leaves reforms in the penitentia-
ry sector without clearly defined institutional priorities, deadlines, and budgetary commitments to
overcome prison overcrowding and inhumane conditions.

Personal data protection

During the reporting period, important steps were taken toward fulfilling the recommendations
set out in the European Commission’s 2025 Progress Report. In December 2025,* the Committee
on Election and Appointment Issues voted on a Draft Decision proposing a new Director of the
Personal Data Protection Agency (PDPA), who was subsequently appointed; that same month, the
Agency's Annual Work Programmes for 2026 were adopted,** setting the operational guidelines for
the upcoming period. Aimed at strengthening the requlatory framework, draft amendments to the
Law on Personal Data Protection were published on ENER in February 2026, and in April 2026,
the draft law entered official government procedure, initiating the final phase of its adoption.** This
legislative text represents a crucial step toward addressing systemic observations noted in the EC
report, as it secures the complete autonomy and independence of the PDPA's operations, allowing
it to manage its human and financial resources without external approvals or opinions from other

329 Ministry of Justice, “Response to a request for free access to public information”, 12 August 2026.
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kon-za-probacija-vospostavuva-poefikasen-sistem.

331 ,79-ropuwe Benewatew, nps MakesoHeL WTo Ke HOCK anka HaMecTo Aa nexy Bo 3ateop” (“79-year-old Veles resident, first Macedonian
to wear an ankle bracelet instead of serving time in prison”), 24 Vesti, 2 October 2025, https://24.mk/details/79-godishen-veleshan-
ec-prv-makedonec-koj-kje-nosi-alka-namesto-da-lezhi-vo-zatvor.

332 Ministry of Justice, “Response to a request for free access to public information”, 12 August 2026.

333 ,Hakun Qetau, npepnoxeH 3a HoB AvpexTop Ha AreHuujara 3a 3awtuTa Ha nuukute nogatoum” (“Nakil Fetai proposed as new director of
the Personal Data Protection Agency”), MIA, 2 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4qBlfs.

334 ,[loHecenw roguwHu nporpamm 3a pabota Ha Arexumjata 3a 2026 roguna” ("Adopted annual work programmes of the Agency for 2026"),
Official Website of the Personal Data Protection Agency, 15 January 2026, https://bit.ly/4wQhX6C.

335 ,Mpepnor-usMenuTe Ha 3aKoHOT 3 3alTUTA Ha NuuHUTe nopatouy ce objaseny Ha EHEP" ("Draft amendments to the Law on Personal
Data Protection published on ENER"), Official website of the Ministry of Justice, 19 February 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/
odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/predlog-izmenite-na-zakonot-za-zastita-na-licnite-podatoci-se-objaveni-na-ener.

336 ,3aKoHOT 3a 3aWTKTA Ha IMYHUTE NOAATOLYM Berysa Bo BnaguHa npoueaypa” ("Law on Personal Data Protection enters government pro-
cedure”), Official website of the Ministry of Justice, 27 April 2026, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/
zakonot-za-zastita-na-licnite-podatoci-vleguva-vo-vladina-procedura.
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state institutions, fully aligned with the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and EC rec-
ommendations. Additionally, the legislative amendments will enable the successful implementation
of the Personal Data Protection Strategy 2025-2030.

However, despite positive legislative initiatives, the PDPA continues to face a series of systemic chal-
lenges. According to its 2025 Annual Report, the PDPA suffers from a significant shortage of human
resources, operating with only (17 employees, representing just 30% of its systematized job positions
filled). This severe staffing deficit directly conflicts with the continuous increase in workload: in
2025, a total of 147 complaints were filed overall, while citizen complaints and reports specifically
concerning social media reached 229, of which 8 pertained to violations of children’s personal data
protection rights on social platforms. Based on the grounds for reporting, the most characteristic
complaints from natural persons relate to fake profiles, hacked profiles, the unauthorized publishing
of personal photos, video, and audio recordings on 20 third-party social media profiles, as well as
online insults, defamation, and blackmail.* Regarding the implementation of the Personal Data
Protection Strategy 2025-2030, the PDPA Annual Report notes that the foundations for operational
execution were established in 2025 by aligning annual work programs and expanding educational
activities to raise awareness and foster a culture of data protection. The Agency stresses that the
dynamic and full realization of its strategic objectives until 2030 remains seriously undermined by
the critical lack of human resources and insufficient inter-institutional cooperation.

Provide effective investigations and accountability for torture and inhuman or degrading treatment, and
improve conditions in penitentiary institutions, particularly healthcare, material conditions, and staffing
capacities, with broader application of probation and alternative sanctions.

Strengthen the independence, staffing, and financial capacities of independent human rights institutions,
particularly the Ombudsperson and the PDPA, through adequate resources and transparent, merit-based
selection and appointment procedures.

Adopt the Draft Law on the Ombudsperson to enable autonomous management of financial and human
resources without prior approvals from the Ministry of Finance, which is a condition for acquiring “A-sta-
tus” under the UN Paris Principles.

Finalize the selection procedure for the Ombudsperson's deputies for regional offices in a timely manner,
in order to ensure the full and uninterrupted functioning of regional networks for the protection of citi-
zens' rights, through merit-based selection and appointment procedures.

It is necessary to create conditions for strengthening the capacities of the National Preventive Mecha-
nism, through a gradual increase in the number of employees and the easing of procedures for engaging
external experts for field visits.

Prepare and adopt a new National Strategy for the Development of the Penitentiary System for the period
beyond 2025, accompanied by an appropriate Action Plan and allocated budgetary resources to address
overcrowding and improve prison conditions.

Strengthen the staffing capacity of the Agency for Personal Data Protection to enable more effective
handling of the growing number of complaints from citizens concerning social networks, digital abuse and
the protection of personal data.

337 Personal Data Protection Agency, ,foguwen n3gewraj 3a 2025 roguna” (“Annual Report for 2025"), (2026), https://azlp.mk/wp-content/
uploads/2026/04/AZLP-Godisen-izvestaj-2025-%D0%9C%D0%9A pdf.
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Freedom of expression

Freedom of expression and media freedom during the reporting period continued to face structural
challenges, including political polarization, pressure and disparaging public discourse directed at
journalists, the risk of SLAPP lawsuits, and the limited economic sustainability of media outlets.*®
In the 2026 World Press Freedom Index published by Reporters Without Borders, North Macedonia
dropped from 42nd to 45th place and was classified in the “problematic” category.*® The closure
of the Macedonian service of Radio Free Europe in March 2026 due to financial constraints further
reduced the number of newsrooms providing independent news reporting, with potential repercus-
sions for media pluralism.* Public opinion research conducted by the Agency for Audio and Audiovi-
sual Media Services (AAVMS) confirmed that citizens increasingly rely on social media and television
for news, while simultaneously exhibiting a low level of trust in news reporting.3*

Regarding the election process, during the period from October to December 2025, the AAVMS
conducted monitoring of media coverage, noting occasional exceptions to balanced reporting,*?
and initiated misdemeanor proceedings against several television stations for violations of election
silence.* ** During the same period, the Association of Journalists of Macedonia (AJM) requested
urgent institutional protection and unhindered access for media workers due to obstructions faced
during their accreditation at polling stations.*

Implementation of legislation/institutions

On the institutional and requlatory front, steps were taken toward aligning with modern digital
trends through the opening of a public consultation®® on the draft and the final adoption of the

338 ,MakepoHuja nagHa 3a 3 Mecta Bo WHaexcot 3a cnoboga Ha MeauymuTe Ha Penoptepu 6e3 rpaHuuy, cera e Bo rpynara co ,npobnemartuyxa”
cocrojba, a 3a NpBMaT nona CBeT e Bo ,Tewka” unM ,MHory cepuosHa” coctojba” (“Macedonia dropped 3 places in the Reporters Without
Borders Press Freedom Index, now in the group with a ‘problematic’ status, while for the first time half the world is in a ‘difficult’ or
'very serious' situation”), Sakam da kazham, 30 April 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/makedonija-padna-za-3-mesta-vo-indek-
sot-za-sloboda-na-mediumite-na-reporteri-bez-granitsi-sega-e-vo-grupata-so-problematichna-sostojba-a-za-prvpat-pola-svet-e-vo-tesh-
ka-ili-mnogu-seriozna-sostojba/.

339 "World Press Freedom Index - North Macedonia,” Reporters Without Borders, 7 May 2026, https://rsf.org/en/country/north-macedonia.

340 ,Ce 3atBopa MaKegoHckuoT cepauc Ha Paguo Cro6opna Espona” (“The Macedonian service of Radio Free Europe is closing”), Sakam da
kazham, 25 March 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/se-zatvora-makedonskiot-servis-na-radio-slobodna-evropa/.

341 ,MctpaxyBareto Ha MUCMIEHETO Ha jaBHOCTA 33 MesMyMuTe BO OKYCOT Ha jaBHUOT coctaok Ha ABMY” (“Public opinion research on
media featured at AAVMS public meeting"), Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, 30 March 2026,
https://bit.ly/3SW215k .

342 ,M3rotsen u3BewTaj 3a npeausbopHoTo MeanymMcko npetcrasysate of 10 asryct po 28 centempu 2025” (“Report prepared on pre-elec-
tion media coverage from 10 August to 28 September 2025"), Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, 7
October 2025, https://bit.ly/3UaM6Qz.

343 ,ABMY: MMoBeneHu ce mpeKpLOYHM MOCTanKv NPOTUB ABe TENEBM3UM 33 NpekpuyBare Ha usbopHuor monk” ("AAVMS: Misdemeanor
proceedings initiated against two television stations for violation of election silence”), 360 stepeni, 19 October 2025, https://360stepeni.
mk/avmu-povedeni-se-prekrshochni-postapki-protiv-dve-televizii-za-prekrshuvane-na-izborniot-molk/.

344 ,ABMY nosepe npekpLioyHu MOCTanku NPOTUB ywTe [Be TENEBU3NN 3a HenounTysare Ha usbopHuor monk” ("AAVMS initiated misde-
meanor proceedings against two more television stations for non-compliance with election silence”), 360 stepeni, 20 October 2025,
https://360stepeni.mk/avmu-povede-prekrshochni-postapki-protiv-ushte-dve-televizii-za-nepochituvane-na-izborniot-molk/.

345 ,3HM: [la ce obe3bean nountysarbe u HenpeyeHa pabota Ha MeguyMckuTe paboTHULM Ha racaukwTe Mecta” ("AJM: Respect and unhin-
dered work for media workers at polling stations must be ensured”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 19
October 2025, https://bit.ly/3UIZyB5.

346 ,OtBopeHa jaBHa pacnpasa 3a Haupt-Boguy 3a udnyencep(k)u, snorep(k)u, kpeatop(k)u Ha coppxunm” (“Public consultation opened on
the Draft Guidelines for influencers, vloggers, and content creators”), Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media
Services, 21 November 2025, https://bit.ly/4y5dnT3.
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Guidelines for Influencers, Vloggers, and Content Creators,*” which ensure compliance with the pro-
visions of the Law on Audio and Audiovisual Media Services and related bylaws by influencers, vlog-
gers, and content creators; as well as through the appointment of a new Director of the AAVMS*® in
December 2025. Additionally, in May 2026, consultations began on the new Draft Code of Journalists
of Macedonia.*® The Code was promoted after the conclusion of the reporting period. A positive step
was the formation of a government working group in January to establish a mechanism for pro-
tection against the abuse of strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPP).** The working
group held its first meeting in March.!

Public Broadcasting Service

The management and reform process of the Macedonian Radio-Television (MRT) reached a key turning
point with the announcement of a public call for the selection of a new Director and Deputy Director.>?
The journalistic community insisted that the entire process be conducted through a fully transparent,
lawful and credible procedure.®>® Following the review of candidates, the Programme Council elected
a new Director** Meanwhile, the call for Deputy Director was annulled because none of the candi-
dates received the required number of votes** prompting the announcement of a new public call.**®
During public debates on the future of the public broadcaster, the new Director announced measures
to modernise the institution, rejuvenate its workforce and advance digitalisation. At the same time,
journalists’ associations warned that the government’s proposed amendments to the Law on Audio and
Audiovisual Media Services, aimed at reducing the funding base, could seriously jeopardise reforms and
the financial independence of both MRT and the media regulator.®’

Pressure on journalists
During the period covered by the report, intense and multifaceted pressure on journalists and media
outlets was observed, which negatively impacts free reporting.

347 Ycsoen Boguu 3a ucnyencep(k)u, snorep(k)u, kpeatop(k)u Ha cogpxmuu” ("Adopted Guidelines for influencers, vloggers, and content
creators”), Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, 25 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4xmOEJN.

348 ,W36pan gupekTop Ha AreHuujaTa 3a ayavo v ayanosusyentu meguymcku yenyru” (“Director elected for the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual
Media Services”), Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, 26 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4gwPFYN.

349 ,HOBWOT HALIPT-KOLEKC HA HOBUHAPWTE HA MAKEZOHWJA OTBOPEH 3A KOMEHTAPU" (“The new Draft Code of Journalists of
Macedonia open for comments”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 5 May 2026, https://bit.ly/4wVi3K;.

350 ,Bnapata hopmupa paboTHa rpyna 3a BOCTIOCTaBYBatbe MEXaHU3AM 3a 3alUTUTa OF 3710YNOTPeOaTa Ha T.H. CTpaTewKM Ty)6U NPOTUB jaBHOTO
yuectso” ("Government forms working group to establish a mechanism for protection against the abuse of so-called strategic lawsuits
against public participation”), Nezavisen, 27 January 2026, https://nezavisen.mk/vladata-formira-rabotna-grupa-za-vospostavuvan-
je-mehanizam-za-zashtita-od-zloupotrebata-na-t-n-strateshki-tuzhbi-protiv-javnoto-uchestvo/.

351 ,Bnagata ro oteopy mpouecot 3a aHTH-SLAPP MexaHu3am: cera ce ouekyBaaT KoHKpeTHu peweHuja” ("Government initiates process for
anti-SLAPP mechanism: concrete solutions now expected”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 26 March
2026, https://bit.ly/4hXa2R9.

352 ,JaseH KoHkypc 3a u3bop Ha [upektop Ha MPT u 3amenuk Ha gupektopot Ha MPT” ("Public call for the election of a Director of MRT and
a Deputy Director of MRT"), Macedonian Radio-Television, 24 March 2026, https://mrt.com.mk/node/141446.

353 ,3HM: Mo nctekot Ha pokot 3a usbop Bo MPT, jagHocta ouekysa kpegubunen 1 uenocHo TpaHcnapente npouec” ("AJM: Following the
expiration of the MRT election deadline, the public expects a credible and fully transparent process”), Official website of the Association
of Journalists of Macedonia, 17 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4zFJo5M.

354 Mo cnpoBepeH jaBeH KOHKypC, NporpaMckuoT coset u3bpa Hos aupektop Ha MPT” (“Following a public call, the Program Council elected
a new Director of MRT"), Macedonian Radio-Television, 23 April 2026, https://mrt.com.mk/node/14272.

355 ,Mporpamckuot coset Ha MPT ro noHWWTM KOHKYPCOT 3a 3aMeHUK-AupeKTop, Ke creaysa Hos ornac” (“The Program Council of MRT an-
nulled the call for deputy director, a new call will follow"), Macedonian Radio-Television, 8 May 2026, https://mrt.com.mk/node/143359.

356 ,JaBeH KoHKypcC 3a u3bop Ha 3ameHuk Ha gupektopot Ha MPT” (“Public call for the election of a Deputy Director of MRT"), Macedonian
Radio-Television, 15 June 2026, https://mrt.com.mk/node/144747.

357 ,3HM: bes crabunHo duHaHcupatse Hema cywtuncku pechopmu Bo MPT ("AJM: Without stable funding, there are no essential reforms
in MRT"), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 21 May 2026, https://bit.ly/45QKduM.
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Physical attacks and threats

The physical safety and personal integrity of media workers were severely threatened through sev-
eral incidents. A serious incident occurred in December 2025, when a physical intrusion and attack
took place in the studio of “Infomax” during a live broadcast,**® which was condemned by political
parties®® and the Association of Journalists of Macedonia (AJM),*° after which the Basic Public Pros-
ecutor's Office Skopje filed an indictment against the perpetrator®® Additionally, death threats,*2

serious threats to personal safety, including direct threats to life and family,*®* forced deletion of
recorded materials,** as well as invasion of privacy and an online smear campaign targeting a female
journalist®® were recorded. As a preventive framework, the Declaration on Enhancing the Safety of
Women Journalists in the Western Balkans was adopted.*

Digital attacks and abuses

Digital security was severely threatened through massive bot attacks and attempts to degrade the
reach of “Sloboden Pecat™s social media profiles in November 20257 as well as in January*® and
April 2026,*° which were reported to the Mol;*® as well as through the organized sending of un-
founded reports to the Council for Media Ethics of Macedonia (CMEM).5"

358 ,HanapHaru HosuHapuTe Ha 'VIHhoMaKC', Hanarayor ja MCKpLIMA BpaTaTa M HACUHO BAIEroN 3a BpeMe Ha emucuja Bo xmBo” (“Infomax journal-
ists attacked, attacker broke the door and forcibly entered during a live broadcast"), Sakam da kazham, 11 December 2025, https://sdk.mk/
index.php/makedonija/napadnati-novinarite-na-infomaks-napagachot-ja-iskrshil-vratata-i-nasilno-vlegol-za-vreme-na-emisija-vo-zhivo/.

359,11 BMPO-[MMHE co peakumja: MapTvjata ro ocypysa ynagor 8o 'Mucomakc' v 6apa wenocHo pacuuctysatse Ha cnyyajor” ("VMRO-DPMNE
also reacts: The party condemns the intrusion into ‘Infomax’ and demands full resolution of the case”), Skopjel.mk, 11 December 2025,
https://skopjel.mk/i-vmro-dpmne-so-reakcija-partijata-go-osuduva-upadot-vo-infomaks-i-bara-celosno-rascistuvanje-na-slucajot.

360 ,3HM: Octpa ocyna 3a Hanagot Bp3 pegakuujata Ha ‘MHdomakc™ ("AJM: Strong condemnation of the attack on the ‘Infomax” editorial
office”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 11 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4chzX2j .

361 ,0J0 Ckonje nogHece obBuHEHME NPOTUB MAXOT LITO HACUNHO ynagHa Bo cTyauoTo Ha noptanot ‘Uxdomakc™ (“BPPO Skopje files indict-
ment against man who forcibly invaded the studio of portal ‘Infomax”), Telma TV, 18 December 2025, https://telma.com.mk/2025/12/18/
ojo-prodolzhen-pritvorot-na-napagachot-vrz-vrabotenite-na-infomaks/.

362 ,3HM 6apa utHa peakuuja Ha UHCTUTYLWWTE M0 3aKaHUTE KOH HoBMHapoT BuguHosckw” ("AJM demands immediate reaction from institutions follow-
ing threats against journalist Vidinovski”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 3 February 2026, https://bit.ly/4y5G0zt.

363 ,3HM: 3akanure koH Pamu Mucnumm Mopa ga sobujat 6p3a u edukacta cyncka paspetwnmuya” ("AJM: Threats against Rami Mislimi must receive
a swift and effective judicial resolution”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 15 July 2026, https://bit.ly/4cAkKTZ.

364 ,3HM ro ocynysa nonpeyysatbeTo Ha HoBMHApCKa exkuna 8o TeToso 1 6apa utHa uctpara” ("AJM condemns the obstruction of a journalistic
crew in Tetovo and demands an immediate investigation”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 30 June 2026,
https://bit.ly/4gqp2FZ.

365 ,3HM 6apa peakuuja o HapneXHUTE HHCTUTYLMU 33 CIY4ajoT CO HoBUHapKaTa AHera Bnaxescka” ("AJM demands a reaction from com-
petent institutions regarding the case with journalist Aneta Blazevska"), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia,
17 June 2026, https://bit.ly/45Tc390.

366 ,Mpexara SafeJournalists ja ycson [leknapauujata 3a yHanpegysatbe Ha 6e3begHocta Ha HoBuHapkuTe of 3anapeH bankan” ("The Safe-
Journalists Network adopted the Declaration on Enhancing the Safety of Women Journalists in the Western Balkans"), Official website of
the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 15 October 2025, https://bit.ly/4d7ulq9.

367 ,Mpocunute Ha ,Cnoboget nevar” 6ea uen Ha KOOpAMHMPAH OOTCKM Hanag — yuTaTenuTe MacosHo He noaapxaa” (‘The profiles of ‘Sloboden
pechat’ were the target of a coordinated bot attack — readers massively supported us"), Sloboden pechat, 7 November 2025, https:/ /www.
slobodenpecat.mk/profilite-na-sloboden-pechat-bea-cel-na-koordiniran-botski-napad-chitatelite-masovno-n%d1%90-poddrzhaa/.

368 ,3HM 6apa utHo nocranysatse no npujasara 3a onajH Hanaay sp3 ‘Cnobopen nevar™ ("AJM demands immediate action following the report of
online attacks on ‘Sloboden pechat”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 5 January 2026, https://bit.ly/4zL0000

369 ,bapame uTHa uctpara 3a cepujata oHnaji Hanagy koH ‘Criobogen neuar” (“We demand an immediate investigation into the series of online
attacks against 'Sloboden pechat”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 7 April 2026, https://bit.ly/45PpR5f.

370 ,3HM nogrece npujasa go MBP 3a ManuumoseH oHnajH Hanag Ha npocmnute Ha ,Cnobopen nevar™ (“AJM filed a report to the Mol
regarding a malicious online attack on the profiles of ‘Sloboden pechat™), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia,
15 November 2025, https://bit.ly/4bf5D8T.

371 ,CoetoT 3a eTuka Bo MeguymuTe natv pasrnegan 96 op fobuennte 244 xanbu, no noxaport Bo Kovaru o epeH AeH npumun 140 nonnaku”
("The Council for Media Ethics reviewed 96 of the 244 complaints received last year; after the Kochani fire, it received 140 complaints in a
single day"), Sakam da kazham, 16 February 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/sovetot-za-etika-vo-mediumite-lani-razgledal-
96-0d-dobienite-244-zhalbi-po-pozharot-vo-kochani-vo-eden-den-primil-140-poplaki/.
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Political pressure

Continuous pressure from political actors and high-ranking officials*? was observed through public la-
beling and disqualification on TV channels in January,*? April, ™ ¥ and May*® 2026, as well as a selective
approach by state institutions such as MEPSO by denying access to certain critical media outlets.””

Judicial and legal pressures

During the reporting period, institutional judicial pressure continued in two cases. In January, the
Basic Court Gostivar rendered a problematic verdict against a journalist for abuse of personal data
due to publishing a judge’s name.”® In February, the pressure on investigative journalism culminat-
ed with the decision of the Appellate Court Skopje,”® which raised concerns at both national*®® and
international levels;*® an additional indirect pressure was represented by the statement from the
BPPO generally requesting restraint when commenting on the trial in the “Pulse” case.’®

372, ®yHKuMoHepuTe fa ce ogHecyBaar co nouut ko HosuHapute” (“Officials to show respect towards journalists”), Official website of the
Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, 26 March 2026, https://bit.ly/3UZkQoe.

373 ,3HM u CCHM: Octpa ocyna 3a KOHTUHYMpaHWTE Hamapy U eTUKETUpatba Ha HoBuHapu v meguymu” ("AJM and SSNM: Strong condem-
nation of continuous attacks and labeling of journalists and media”), Official Website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 21
January 2026, https://bit.ly/3UoLcQv.

374 ,Meguymure oprosapaar npep csojata nybauka, a He npeg naptuute” (“The media are accountable to their audience, not to political
parties”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 3 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4gzLJg6.

375 ,3HM u CCHM: Monutuukute naptvm He cMeart jaBHo Aa Tapretupaar HouHapu u meguymu” (‘AJM and SSNM: Political parties must not
publicly target journalists and media"), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 14 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4gnVOaR.

376 ,3HM u CCHM: MepcoHanuTe NOAMTUYKM MPECMETKY CO HOBUHAPW M MELMYMU CTaHyBaaT 3arpuxysauka npakca” ("AJM and SSNM: Per-
sonal political reckonings with journalists and media are becoming a worrying practice”), Official website of the Association of Journalists
of Macedonia, 12 May 2026, https://bit.ly/4qG80XQ.

377 ,3HM: JasnuTe uHcTuTyLuu Mopa fa obesbesat egHakos npuctan 3a cute meguymu” ("AJM: Public institutions must ensure equal access
for all media”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 8 May 2026, https://bit.ly/4cba4RS.

378 ,Coonwrenne 3a jasHoct” ("Press release”), Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, 31 January 2026,
https://bit.ly/4gZd4Dm.

379 ,Anenaumja npecyau Bo Kopuct Ha Anrfywes - ja 061 xanb6ata Ha UPJ1 3a Tyx6ata o 6U3HUCMeHOT feka 6un kneBeTeH npeg net roguHu”
(“Appellate Court ruled in favor of Angjushev - rejected IRL's appeal regarding the lawsuit by the businessman claiming defamation five
years ago"), 360 stepeni, 25 February 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/apelatsija-presudi-vo-korist-na-angushev-ja-odbi-zhalbata-na-irl-
za-tuzhbata-od-biznismenot-deka-bil-kleveten-pred-pet-godini/.

380 ,3HM n CCHM: OnbuBareTo Ha xanbata Ha UPJ1 on Anenauuckuot cyn Ckonje AONONHUTENHO HE MOTUBMPA id CTOMME 33/ UCTPAXKYBAYKOTO
HosuHapcreo” ("AJM and SSNM: The rejection of IRL's appeal by the Appellate Court Skopje further motivates us to stand behind inves-
tigative journalism”), 360 stepeni, 25 February 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/znm-i-ssnm-odbivane-na-zhalbata-na-irl-od-apelatsiski-
ot-sud-skopje-dopolnitelno-ne-motivira-da-stoime-zad-istrazhuvachkoto-novinarstvo/.

381 ,M®H 1 EOH: Anenauuckuot cys ru Hapywysa npuHuunuTe Ha cnobopHoto Hosuxaperso” (“IF) and EFJ: The Appellate Court violates the
principles of free journalism"), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 27 February 2026, https://bit.ly/4qFBwgq.

382 ,3HM 1 CCHM: Mosmkot Ha 0JO 3a ,B03apxaHocT” Moxe HeraTusHo Aa ce npotonkysa” ("AJM and SSNM: BPPO's call for ‘restraint’ may
be interpreted negatively”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 29 March 2026, https://bit.ly/46sF)dZ.
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Self-requlation and professional standards

Parallel to external pressures, the reporting period emphasized the need for consistent adherence to
the Code of Ethics. Issues regarding professional standards were raised through the reaction of the
Council of Honor of AJM regarding unethical reporting in the case of the deceased student,*® reac-
tions to vulgar speech in podcasts,*®* and inappropriate conduct at a press conference,*®> confirming
that strengthening self-requlation is key to maintaining media credibility.

Strengthen media freedom and independence and the protection of journalists through timely action on
threats and attacks.

The Government and Assembly should guarantee a stable, predictable, and fully independent funding
model for the Macedonian Radio-Television (MRT) and the AAVMS, thereby safeguarding their editorial
independence, digitalization, and ongoing reform processes.

Accelerate the dynamics and work of the dedicated working group on strategic lawsuits against public par-
ticipation (SLAPP) to timely define concrete legal and institutional mechanisms that prevent unfounded
judicial proceedings and protect investigative journalism.

Strengthen media self-requlation by finalizing and adopting the new Code of Journalists, alongside the
consistent application of the Guidelines for Influencers and Content Creators.

383 ,Onnyka Ha Cosetot Ha vecta Ha 3HM no npetcraskute npotus HosuHapot Hespuj Agemu” ("Decision of the Council of Honor of AJM
regarding the complaints against journalist Nevrij Ademi”), Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 14 November
2025, https://bit.ly/3NL2d3R.

384 ,Coonwrenue 3a jasHoct" ("Press release”), Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services, 16 June 2026,
https://bit.ly/4gp71Ib.

385 ,3HM pearupa 3a opHecyBatbeTo Ha HoBUHAp Ha npec-koHbepeHuuja Bo Tetoso” ("AJM reacts to the behavior of a journalist at a press
conference in Tetovo"), Radio MOF, 25 March 2026, https://www.radiomof.mk/znm-reagira-za-odnesuvanjeto-na-novinar-na-pres-kon-
ferencija-vo-tetovo/.
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Rights of the child

During the reporting period, certain strategic and legislative reform processes were undertaken. In
April 2026, the process for drafting the National Action Plan for the European Child Guarantee com-
menced, aimed at overcoming barriers faced by the most vulnerable categories of children.’® As an
additional sectoral development, in March 2026, the new National Education Strategy 2026-2032
was adopted,*® a process that began in November 2025.38

According to the State Statistical Office (550),%% the number of reported children in conflict with
the law in 2025 increased by 3.9% compared to 2024, whereas the number of children convicted
of criminal offenses decreased by 34.7%. A total of 505 children were reported, of whom 196 were
convicted after being found quilty primarily of offenses against property, life and body, public traffic
safety, public order, sexual freedom and morality, and human health. Despite the higher number of
reported children in conflict with the law, the NPM annual report shows a lack of specially equipped
child-interview rooms in police stations. In most visited police stations, such rooms do not exist,
resulting in interviews being conducted in the standard offices of juvenile delinquency inspectors.
This institutional inadequacy constitutes a direct violation of child-friendly justice standards, as the
lack of a child-friendly environment increases stress, intimidation, and the risk of secondary trauma-
tization for children in conflict with the law.

A critical review of children’s health rights is underscored in UNICEF's global report, according
to which as many as 99.9% of children in North Macedonia are exposed to harmful air pollution,
droughts, and extreme heatwaves.*® Additionally, regarding reproductive rights, the phenomenon of
early pregnancies remains a significant concern. Data published in late December show that births
among mothers under 15 years of age in North Macedonia remain significantly above the European
Union average.*® This indicates a deep systemic failure in prevention, health, and reproductive
education in schools, as well as limited access to health and social services for minors, directly
threatening their physical and psychological development.

386 ,OnpxaHa npsara paboTunHuua 3a pa3soj Ha HauuoxaneH akuucku nnaH 3a Esponcka rapanumja 3a geua” (“First workshop held for the
development of the National Action Plan for the European Child Guarantee”), Official website of the Ministry of Social Policy, Demo-
graphics, and Youth, 6 April 2026, https://www.mtsp.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/odrzana-prvata-rabotilnica-za-raz-
voj-na-nacionalen-akciski-plan-za-evropska-garancija-za-deca.

387 ,Ycsoena e Hosata Crpareruja 3a o6pasosatue 2026-2032" ("The new Education Strategy 2026-2032 has been adopted”), Official website
of the Ministry of Education and Science, 26 March 2026, https://mon.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/usvoena-e-no-
va-strategija-za-obrazovanie-2026-2032.

388 ,JaHescka: u3pabotueme Hosa CTpaterwja 3a obpasosanue, npeky EHEP ja craBame Ha jaBeH yBug v MoxHocT 3a gononHysatbe” (“Janevs-
ka: We have drafted a new Education Strategy, putting it up for public consultation and feedback via ENER"), Official website of the
Ministry of Education and Science, 24 November 2025, https://mon.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/janevska-izrabot-
ivme-nova-strategija-za-obrazovanie-preku-ener-ja-stavame-na-javen-uvid-i-moznost-za-dopolnuvanje.

389 ,MpujaBeHu, 06BUHETM M OCYAEHM MOSHONETHW CTOPUTENW HA KPUBMYHM Fena v fieua Bo cyaup co 3akoHor, 2025 roguna” (“Reported,
accused and convicted adult perpetrators of criminal offences and children in conflict with the law, 2025"), Official website of the State
Statistical Office, 28 May 2026, https://bit.ly/45PUXJY.

390 ,[leuara Bo MakepoHuja Ce U3NOXEHM Ha 3arajeH BO3AYX M cywa, Benu Hos u3sewtaj Ha YHULEE®” ("Children in Macedonia exposed to
polluted air and drought, says new UNICEF report”), Sakam da kazham, 16 June 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/detsata-
vo-makedonija-se-izlozheni-na-zagaden-vozduh-i-susha-veli-nov-izveshtaj-na-unitsef/.

391 ,12 foshnje nga néna nén 15 vjeg né njé vit: Shtatzénité e hershme né RMV, mbi mesataren e BE-sé" ("2 babies born to mothers under
15 years old in one year: Early pregnancies in Republic of North Macedonia above the EU average”), Portalb, 29 December 2025, https://
portalb.mk/12-foshnje-nga-nena-nen-15-vjec-ne-nje-vit-shtatzenite-e-hershme-ne-rmv-mbi-mesataren-e-be-se-2/.
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The most critical and concerning aspect in the section on children's rights relates to the alarming
prevalence of child sexual abuse, exploitation, and trafficking. The Ombudspersons’s analysis of child
sexual abuse in the Republic of North Macedonia®*? shows that child sexual abuse is an ongoing
and systemic problem, with a total of 508 cases of child sexual abuse recorded between 2020 and
2024, involving 455 girls and 52 boys. In 2025, 98 child victims were recorded. During the reporting
period, there were a series of child sexual abuse cases, further confirming the findings of previous
years: multiple sexual abuse of a 16-year-old girl by her stepfather;*> human trafficking and sexual
exploitation of a 15-year-old girl, which resulted in the detention of suspects and criminal proceed-
ings;** group brutal rape and mistreatment of a 13-year-old girl in the Negotino region;** blackmail
with explicit videos and rape of a 14-year-old girl by a school employee in Gostivar;*® rape of a minor
in Tetovo;**” blackmail with explicit videos and rape of a minor in the Kumanovo region;**® assault
and forcing a minor into sexual acts;*° sexual harassment of a sister by her brother;*® rape of a
minor and transmission of an infectious disease in Karbinci;** and an investigation into the con-
tinuous rape of a 12-year-old girl in Bitola.®2 All these incidents signal serious lapses in prevention

and highlight the necessity of urgently strengthening the protection network for children. Despite

392 Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia, ,Cexcyanta 3noynotpe6a Ha geuara Bo Penybnuka CesepHa MakepoHuja: Cocroj6a,
uHcTuTyuMoHaneH ogrosop 1 npeamssuuy” (“Child Sexual Abuse in the Republic of North Macedonia: Current Situation, Institutional Response
and Challenges”), (2026), https://ombudsman.mk/media/documents/Seksualna%20zloupotreba%20na%20decata%20vo%20RSM.pdf.

393 ,0uyBot cekcyanHo ja 3noynotpebysan 16-roguwHata nokepka, Taa b6apana noMow o Majka i, Koja He ro npujaBuia HUTY ro cnpeynna”
(“The stepfather sexually abused his 16-year-old stepdaughter, she sought help from her mother, who neither reported nor prevented it"),
Sakam da kazham, 4 November 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/ochuvot-seksualno-ja-zloupotrebuval-16-godishnata-pok-
erka-taa-barala-pomosh-od-majka-si-koja-ne-go-prijavila-nitu-go-sprechila/.

394 ,MpuTBop 3a meTMMHa Maxw WTo nnakane 3a cekc co 15-ropuwHO [eBojue, Mery KOM M 3a HEj3MHMOT [eyko Koj ja Aporupan v ja
npoctutyupan” ("Detention for five men who paid for sex with a 15-year-old girl, including her boyfriend who drugged her and forced her
into prostitution”), Sakam da kazham, 24 December 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/pritvor-za-petmina-klienti-na-15-go-
dishno-devojche-megu-koi-i-za-nejziniot-dechko-koj-ja-drogiral-i-ja-prostituiral/.

395 ,Yerupu nuua 6pyranHo cunysane 13-roguiwko gesojue so Herotucko - 0JO Kasagapum nosepne uctpara u 6apa nputsop” (“Four people
brutally raped a 13-year-old girl in the Negotino region - Public Prosecutor’s Office Kavadarci initiated an investigation and requested
detention”), 360 stepeni, 29 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/chetiri-litsa-brutalno-siluvale-13-godishno-devojche-vo-negotins-
ko-ojo-kavadartsi-povede-istraga-i-bara-pritvor/.

396 ,28-ropuiwHuk cunysan l4-ropuiwHo aesojue, na objasysan excnauumuThu Bugea, O6suxutencrsoto 6apa nputsop” ("A 28-year-old raped a
14-year-old girl and published explicit videos, Prosecutor’s Office requests detention”),Sakam da kazham, 26 April 2026, https://sdk.mk/in-
dex.php/makedonija/obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor-za-28-godishnik-koj-siluval-14-godishno-devojche-a-potoa-objavuval-eksplitsitni-videa/.

397 ,OcymHaeceTroguweH ckonjaxel, cunysan gesojue: Tatkoto npujasun no net meceuu” ("An eighteen-year-old from Skopje raped a girl: The
father reported it after five months”), Sloboden pechat, 10 November 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/osumnaesetgodishen-spjan-
ec-siluval-devojche-tatkoto-prijavil-po-pet-meseci/.

398 ,068uHuTenctBoTo 6apa mpuTBop 3a ABe nuua o CnynyaHe - cunyBane ManoneTHUYKa, Ma 3a Mapu ja yLeHyBane CO EKCMIULUTHM
dotorpachuu” ("Prosecution requests detention for two people from Slupchane - raped a minor, then blackmailed her for money with
explicit photos”), 360 stepeni, 10 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor-za-dve-litsa-od-slupchane-silu-
vale-maloletnichka-pa-za-pari-ja-utsenuvale-so-eksplitsitni-fotografii/.

399 ,WUrunjaxey HanagHan u npuxysysan 16-ropuwHo esojue Ha nonosw aejctea, O6suHuTencrsoto 6apa nputeop” (A man from Shtip
attacked and forced a 16-year-old girl into sexual acts, Prosecution requests detention”), 360 stepeni, 21 June 2026, https://360stepeni.
mk/shtipjanets-napadnal-i-prinuduval-16-godishno-devojche-na-polovi-dejstvija-obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor/.

400 ,ManonetHuk og locTuBap efHa roguHa ceKkcyanHo ja BO3HeMupyBan v ja cunysan csojata nomana cectpa’ ("A minor from Gostivar
sexually harassed and raped his younger sister for a year"), Sakam da kazham, 29 April 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/
maloletnik-od-gostivar-edna-godina-seksualno-ja-voznemiruval-i-siluval-svojata-pomala-sestra/.

401 ,Mpusenen 33-roanwHuk of KapbuHuy - co Meceuy cunysan ManoneTHuuKa v 1 npexen 3apasta 6onect” ("33-year-old man detained in
Karbinci - raped a minor for months and transmitted an infectious disease to her”), 360 stepeni, 10 June 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/
priveden-33-godishnik-od-karbintsi-so-mesetsi-siluval-maloletnichka-i-prenel-zarazna-bolest/.

402 ,Cunysan 12-roguwHo gesojue, a ce gonuwysane u Ha coyujantute Mpexxn - 0J0 Butona otBopu uctpara” (“Raped a 12-year-old girl, and
they also communicated on social networks - BPPO Bitola opened an investigation”), 360 stepeni, 13 June 2026, https://360stepeni.
mk/siluval-12-godishno-devojche-a-se-dopishuvale-i-na-sotsijalnite-mrezhi-ojo-bitola-otvori-istraga/.
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the adoption and preparation of new strategic documents, the key challenge remains their effective
implementation and the provision of an accessible, coordinated child-friendly protection system.
Sexual violence and exploitation of children, as well as deficiencies in dealing with children in conflict
with the law, remain a particular concern.

Vulnerable groups and the
principle of non-discrimination

Regarding the anti-discrimination framework, the implementation of the National Strategy for
Equality and Non-Discrimination 2022-2026 continues to face serious institutional and operational
stagnation. This standstill was also noted in the European Commission's Progress Report, which
highlighted a lack of visible impact from the strateqy itself. In January 2026, after significant delays
caused by inter-institutional disagreements, the Action Plan 2025-2026 for the Implementation of
the National Strategy for Equality and Non-Discrimination 2022-2026 was adopted.*”® The Annual
Implementation Report for the 2025-2026 Action Plan, issued by the National Coordinating Body,
highlights a substantial implementation gap: out of 69 planned activities for 2025, only 19 were car-
ried out, while 30 activities remained unimplemented. Priority Area 1 (Advancing the Legal Frame-
work) shows an especially concerning dynamic, with 55% of its planned activities left unimplement-
ed. Delays in adopting operational documents, poor inter-institutional coordination, and structural
underfunding from the state budget are cited as the main obstacles to progress. Consequently, the
entire national system for protection against discrimination remains heavily reliant on international
donor project funding.“%

Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination

During the reporting period, the work of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against
Discrimination (CPPD) was marked by handling a significant number of cases and establishing dis-
crimination across various fields, as well as by persistent challenges related to its institutional and
financial independence and the selection procedure for its members. In this reporting period, the
parliamentary procedure for selecting new members attracted particular public attention and drew
reactions from civil society organizations regarding the application of legal criteria, expertise, and
the independence of the proposed candidates. At the same time, the European Commission against
Racism and Intolerance (ECRI), along with accepted recommendations from the fourth cycle of the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the UN Human Rights Council, highlighted the ongoing lack of
financial autonomy facing both the CPPD and the Ombudsperson. This includes their dependence
on Ministry of Finance approval to utilize budgeted funds, which directly restricts their financial
independence.

403 National Coordinating Body for Monitoring the Situation with Non-Discrimination and the Implementation of Laws, Bylaws, and Strategic
Documents in this Field, ,JOAWULIEH W3BELUTAJ 3a 2025 roguHa 3a cnposeayBarbe Ha aktusHoctute of Akumcku nnan 2025-2026 3a
CcnposepyBatbe Ha HauwoHanHara cTparervja 3a eiHakBocT U Heguckpumunauuja 2022-2026" ("ANNUAL REPORT for 2025 on the imple-
mentation of activities from the Action Plan 2025-2026 for the implementation of the National Strategy for Equality and Non-Discrimi-
nation 2022-2026"), (Ministry of Social Policy, Demographics and Youth), (2026), https://www.mtsp.gov.mk/mk-MK/ednakvi-moznosti/
nediskriminacija.

404 1bid.
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Procedure for selecting members of the CPPD

In November 2025, in accordance with the statutory principle of rotation, the members of the CPPD
elected a new President of the Commission.“”> However, significantly greater public attention during
the reporting period was drawn to the selection procedure for new members of the CPPD. Following
the public call published in December 2025 to select three members,® the Network for Protection
against Discrimination called on the Assembly to ensure the election of qualified and independent
members through a transparent process.‘” After conducting a public hearing with the candidates,
the proposed selection of one of the candidates sparked public reaction from the Network, ®® which
questioned her knowledge of fundamental international human rights instruments®? and criticized the
manner in which the selection was conducted. Following these critiques, she withdrew her candidacy,
while the other two proposed candidates were elected as CPPD members.*! The procedure to fill the
remaining vacant seat continued through two subsequent public calls. The announcement published in
March 2026 was cancelled in April,*? with civil society representatives assessing that qualified female
candidates had been unjustifiably eliminated from the selection process.® Following a third public call
issued in April, the parliamentary committee proposed another candidate for a CPPD member.* The
Network for Protection against Discrimination strongly contested this nomination, stating that the
candidate failed to meet the statutory requirement for relevant professional experience and pointing
to his previously published public views targeting LGBTI individuals and feminism.® Despite these
objections and reactions, he was elected as a member of the CPPD in June 2026.4¢

405 , [lywan Tomwmk - Hos npetceparen Ha KC3" (“Dushan Tomshikj - new President of the CPPD"), Official website of the Commission for
Protection and Prevention against Discrimination, 10 November 2025, https://bit.ly/4gCh0Zk.

406 ,0pnyka 3a objaByBatbe jaBeH ornac 3a u36op Ha uneHosy Ha Komucujata 3a cipedysatbe 1 3awTuTa of auckpumuxaumja” (“Decision on
the publication of a public call for the selection of members of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination”),
Official website of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, 10 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4gzeN2p.

407 ,Mpexara 3a 3awWTwTa of AUCKPUMUHALM]A NOBUKA Ha M36Op Ha CTpYuHY U HesaBucHU nuua 8o Komucwjata” ("Network for Protection against Dis-
crimination called for the selection of expert and independent persons to the Commission”), Makfax, 26 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4gJhAlt.

408 ,JasHa pacnipasa 3a yTBpAyBatbe mpepnor-nucta 3a usbop Ha unexosu Ha KC3" (“Public hearing to establish a proposed list for the
election of CPPD members”), MIA, 20 January 2026, https://bit.ly/45VYHcV.

409 Aspamos: MoHwxysauku u3bop Ha coctasot Ha Komucujara 3a aHugmckpumunaumja” ("Avramov: Humiliating selection of the composi-
tion of the Anti-Discrimination Commission”), PRIZMA, 27 January 2026, https://prizma.mk/avramov-ponizhuvachki-izbor-na-sostav-
ot-na-komisijata-za-antidiskriminatsija/.

410 ,BUJEO: Kananparkara 3a 6op6a npotus guckpumutauuja ja nomewa Mcranbynckara konsenuuja co Ararypk” ("VIDEO: The candidate
for the fight against discrimination confused the Istanbul Convention with Ataturk”), Libertas, 27 January 2026, https://libertas.mk/
video-kandidatkata-za-borba-protiv-diskriminaci-a-a-pomesha-istanbulskata-konvenci-a-so-ataturk/.

411 ,llnxan Axmeq ce nosneue, Amany v bejsapockn u36panu 3a unexosu Ha K3CJ" ("Dzhihan Ahmed withdrew, Amdiu and Bejzaroski elected
as CPPD members”), Telma TV, 28 January 2026, https://telma.com.mk/2026/01/28/dhihan-ahmed-se-povleche-amdiu-i-bejzaroski-
izbrani-za-chlenovi-na-kzsd/.

412 ,Opnyka 3a objaBysatbe jaBeH ornac 3a u3bop Ha unex Ha Komucujara 3a cnpedyBarbe v 3awTuta o guckpumunauuja” (“Decision on the
publication of a public call for the selection of a member of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination”),
Official website of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, 2 March 2026, https://bit.ly/4wSmTrg.

413 ,MponagHa u BTopuoT U360p 3a HOB uneH Ha AHTMAMCKpUMUMHALMCKA Komucuja, CobpatueTo Ke 6apa ,nogobpu” kanguaat” (“The second
election for a new member of the Anti-Discrimination Commission also failed, the Assembly will seek ‘better’ candidates”), Trn.mk, 16
April 2026, https://trn.mk/izbor-antidiskriminaciska-komisija-propadna/.

414 ,Opnyka 3a objaByBatbe jaBeH ornac 3a u36op Ha efeH uneH Ha Komucujata 3a cipeuysatbe U 3awtuTa of auckpumuraumja” (“Decision on
the publication of a public call for the selection of one member of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination”),
Official website of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, 24 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4wRM3GH.

415 ,Kangugar co awtu-JIrBbT craBosy M npoTMB heMUHU3MOT e MPeAnoXeH 3a uneH Ha Komucujata npotue auckpumurauuja” ("Candidate with
anti-LGBT views and against feminism proposed as member of the Anti-Discrimination Commission”), Sloboden pechat, 8 June 2026, https://
www.slobodenpecat.mk/kandidat-so-anti-lgbt-stavovi-i-protiv-pravata-na-zhenite-izbran-vo-kszd-mrezhata-za-zashtita-od-diskriminacija-
so-ostra-reakcija/.

416 ,KO[: AHoHuMHo nucMo ro npeasupe usbopot Ha CuHanm Bo aHTuauckpumuHaymja” ("KOD: Anonymous letter predicted the election of
Sinani to the Anti-Discrimination Commission”), Telma TV, 14 June 2026, https://telma.com.mk/2026/06/14/kod-anonimno-pismo-go-
predvide-izborot-na-sinani-vo-antidiskriminaczija/.
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Structural independence

Given that limited human resources and a high percentage of vacant positions directly diminish the
capacity to fulfill obligations in a timely manner,"”” strengthening the professional and expert staff by
securing financial independence from the Ministry of Finance, particularly regarding the approval of
new hires, remains crucial. This financial autonomy aligns with international recommendations and is
essential for the Commission to achieve a higher level of efficiency, quality, and complete independence
in its operations.® As part of harmonizing Macedonian legislation with EU law under the new EU di-
rectives on standards for equality bodies,*® “? it is important to enable the CPPD to offer alternative
dispute resolution, such as mediation. These directives require the process to be impartial, adequately
resourced, and structured to preserve victims' access to judicial protection. To achieve full alignment
within the domestic legal system, amendments to the Law on Prevention and Protection against Dis-
crimination must be enacted to formally define the CPPD’'s mandate and resources for conducting
mediation.

Scope and structure of work

According to the 2025 Annual Report,*? the CPPD handled a total of 559 discrimination protection
cases, of which 448 were new cases opened in 2025 and 111 were carried over from 2024. A total of
359 decisions were adopted on discrimination protection cases, of which 151 (42%) were opinions
issued following a procedure to determine discrimination. Among these 151 opinions, discrimination
was established in 56 cases (37%), while no discrimination was found in 95 cases (63%). The largest
number of complaints were filed seeking protection from discrimination based on national or ethnic
affiliation (22%), followed by other grounds, political belief (18%), personal status and social status
(17%), education (11%), sex (10%), gender (8%), health status (8%), disability (5%), and age (5%). In
terms of functional areas, the highest number of complaints were submitted regarding discrimination
in work and labor relations (52%), education, science, and sports (11%), access to goods and services
(10%), public information and media (10%), social security, including social protection, pension and
disability insurance, health insurance, and healthcare (6%), judiciary and administration (6%), other
areas (5%), membership and action in trade unions, political parties, associations, and foundations or
other membership-based organizations (4%), housing (2%), and culture (2%). During the period from
January to June 2026, a total of 210 complaints were submitted to the CPPD, and 4 ex-officio cases

417 Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, ,loguweH u3sewraj 3a pabotata Ha Komucujata 3a cnpeuysare u
3aWTMTa 04 AnckpuMuHauuja 3a 2025 roguxa” (“Annual Report on the Work of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against
Discrimination for 2025"), (2026), https://bit.ly/4hr3Tel.

418 “Contribution within the framework of the discussion on the Shadow Report on Chapter 23 for the period October 2025 - June 2026)",
European Policy Institute (EPI), 17 September 2026.

419 Council Directive (EU) 2024/1499 of 7 May 2024 on standards for equality bodies in the field of equal treatment between persons irrespec-
tive of their racial or ethnic origin, equal treatment in matters of employment and occupation irrespective of their religion or belief, disability,
age or sexual orientation, equal treatment between women and men in matters of social security and in access to and supply of goods and
services, Official Journal of the European Union (2024), https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/2uri=CELEX:32024L1499.

420 Directive (EU) 2024/1500 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 May 2024 on standards for equality bodies in the field
of equal treatment and equal opportunities between women and men in matters of employment and occupation, Official Journal of the
European Union (2024), https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=0J:L_202401500.

421 Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, ,loguwen u3sewraj 3a pa6otata Ha Komucujata 3a cnpeuysare u
3aWTUTa 04 AnckpuMuHauuja 3a 2025 roguxa” (“Annual Report on the Work of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against
Discrimination for 2025"), (2026), https://bit.ly/4hr3Tel.

422 Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, “Response to a request for free access to public information”.
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were opened. A total of 187 decisions were rendered on complaints and discrimination protection cases.
Of these, 33 opinions established discrimination, while 61 opinions concluded that no discrimination
occurred. The specific areas where discrimination was established included work and labor relations
(13 cases), public information and media (9 cases), education, science, and sports (3 cases), housing (2
cases), judiciary and administration (2 cases), and access to goods and services (2 cases).

During the reporting period, several cases of discrimination related to pregnancy and maternity in
employment relations stand out, where the CPPD established discrimination in multiple cases of ter-
mination of employment associated with pregnancy, including a female worker in a private company
after taking sick leave due to a high-risk pregnancy,"® a psychologist at the hospital in Struga,** an
employee at a private university,"”> and a saleswoman who was deregistered from employment due to
pregnancy.*s Other cases where the CPPD established direct or indirect discrimination relate to dis-
crimination against 12,000 pensioners living abroad who were excluded from the second linear pension
increase,”? intersectional harassment of a school cleaner by a supervisor,*® harassment and racist
insults toward a principal and Roma students by a parent,*”® discrimination based on origin against a
physical education teacher,*® and discrimination in employment against a female conductor.*!

423 ,MarauuoHepka Bo npusatHa cupma e u3bpkaHa of paboTa BeAHal LITOM NoKaxana AOKYMEHT 3a efHOMeCeyHo 6onesyBatbe nopapu
natonolka bpemeHoct, yrepaeHa e guckpumurauuja’ (A female warehouse worker in a private company was fired from work as soon
as she showed a document for a one-month sick leave due to a high-risk pregnancy, discrimination established”), Sakam da kazham,
13 October 2025,  https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/magatsionerka-vo-privatna-firma-e-izbrkana-od-rabota-ved-
nash-shtom-pokazhala-dokument-za-ednomesechno-boleduvane-poradi-patoloshka-bremenost-utvrdena-e-diskriminatsija/.

424 ,Maructepka neuxonor Bo 6ontuuara o Crpyra, u3bpkaHa of pabota Kora kaxana feka e Gpemena, of cuieH CTpec Bo 27. recrauucka
Hepena ro usrybuna 6ebero” (“Female psychologist with a master's degree at the hospital in Struga, fired from work when she said she
was pregnant, lost her baby due to severe stress in the 27th gestational week”), Sakam da kazham, 24 November 2025, https://sdk.
mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/magisterka-psiholog-vo-bolnitsata-vo-struga-izbrkana-od-rabota-koga-kazhala-deka-e-breme-
na-od-silen-stres-vo-27-ta-gestatsiska-nedela-go-izqubila-bebeto/.

425 ,TpyaHuua oTnywTeHa of pabota Ha NpUBaTeH YHUBEP3UTET, PEKTOPOT PEKON fleka 3aKoHuTe ce ToaneT xapTuja Bo MakegoHuja, yTBpAeHa
AnckpumuHaumja” (“Pregnant woman dismissed from work at a private university, the rector said that laws are toilet paper in Macedonia,
discrimination established”), Sakam da kazham, 8 April 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/trudnitsa-otpushte-
na-od-rabota-na-privaten-univerzitet-rektorot-rekol-deka-zakonite-se-toalet-hartija-vo-makedonija-utvrdena-diskriminatsija/.

426 Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, ,Mucnetbe 3a yTBpaeHa AMpeKTHa MHTEpCEKLMCKA AUCKPUMUHALM]
08-247/9" ("Opinion on established direct intersectional discrimination 08-247/9"), 24 June 2026, https://bit.ly/3UkwREI.

427 ,Yteppena muckpummuHauuja Bp3 12.000 neHsuoHepu kou He ro fobuja BTopoTo nokauysatbe of 2.500 feHapw, yckpaTyBakeTo UM ro
Hanpasune Hegena jeHa npen Aa ce foHecar 3akoHckute usmenn” (“Discrimination established against 12,000 pensioners who did not re-
ceive the second increase of 2,500 denars, the denial was made a week before the legislative changes were enacted”), Sakam da kazham,
18 November 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/utvrdena-diskriminatsija-vrz-12-000-penzioneri-koi-ne-go-dobi-
ja-vtoroto-pokachuvane-od-2-500-denari-uskratuvaneto-im-go-napravile-nedela-dena-pred-da-se-donesat-zakonskite-izmeni/ .

428 ,\ed Bo3HemupyBan xurvexnuapka Bo yuunuwre: Ja Hapekysan ,Hyce”, ,iuuHa“ 1 ,y6a™ (‘Boss harassed a school cleaner: Called her
'nuse’, ‘pretty’, and ‘beautiful”), Sloboden pechat, 24 December 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/shef-voznemiruval-higienicharka-
vo-uchilishte-ja-narekuval-nuse-lichna-i-uba/.

429 ,,Jac Bo AMepuKa He cakaB a My yyat feLara co UpHYMLITA, He Na 0BAe CO fynuuwiTa’, poAUTEN BOSHEMUPYBAN AUPEKTOPKA HA yunnuLTe
Koja ro npujasuna Bo AHTUAUCKpUMMHALMCKaTa komucuja” (“In America | didn't want my children studying with black people, let alone
here with Gypsies, a parent harassed a school principal who reported him to the Anti-Discrimination Commission”), Sakam da kazham, 1
February 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/jas-vo-amerika-ne-sakav-da-mi-uchat-detsata-so-tsrnchishta-ne-pa-
ovde-so-gupchishta-roditel-voznemiruval-direktorka-na-uchilishte-koja-go-prijavila-vo-antidiskriminatsiskata-komisija/.

430 ,,Heka cu oy Bo ceno, yacoBuTe Ke rv JafeMe Ha Hawe rpafcko AeTe’, peKon 3aMeHIK-AUPEKTOP Ha LIKOO 33 HAaCTaBHUYKA N0 (U3NYKO,
yTBpAEHa AucKpumMuHauuja cnopes notekno” (“Let her go back to the village, we will give the classes to our city child,’ said a deputy
school director regarding a physical education teacher, discrimination based on origin established”), Sakam da kazham, 28 March 2026,
https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/neka-si-odi-vo-selo-chasovite-ke-gi-dademe-na-nashe-gradsko-dete-rekol-zamenik-
direktor-na-shkolo-za-nastavnichka-po-fizichko-utvrdena-diskriminatsija-spored-poteklo/.

431 ,[inpurenTkata [ljaHa Wmepu-Wnkocka Guna AMCKpUMUHMPAHA OA MOpaHEWHWOT B. f. AUpeKTop Ha PunxapmoHujata AnexcaHpap
Kotescku, ytepam Komucujata 3a 3awruta” (“Conductor Dijana Imeri-llkoska was discriminated against by the former acting director of
the Philharmonic, Aleksandar Kotevski, established the Protection Commission”), Sakam da kazham, 1 October 2025, https://sdk.mk/
index.php/makedonija/dirigentkata-dijana-imeri-ilkoska-bila-diskriminirana-od-poraneshniot-v-d-direktor-na-filharmonijata-aleksan-
dar-kotevski-utvrdi-komisijata-za-zashtita/.



for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

Proactive and systemic action

During the reporting period, the CPPD and civil society strengthened their focus on a proactive and
systemic approach to addressing discrimination. One of the most significant outcomes of this ap-
proach was achieved in May 2026, when the Basic Civil Court rendered a judgment establishing the
existence of indirect, prolonged, and intersectional discrimination against individual female farm-
ers. The ruling confirmed unequal treatment in the exercise of health insurance rights, specifically
regarding compensation during pregnancy, childbirth, and maternity leave, as well as sick leave
allowance. The proceedings were initiated through a lawsuit for protection from discrimination in the
public interest (actio popularis), filed by the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights and the CPPD,
with the court upholding the CPPD’s opinion that the existing legal framework systemically neglects
female farmers compared to other insured persons.2 Among the ex-officio proceedings conducted
in 2026 was also the case against the Pension and Disability Insurance Fund, regarding the estab-
lishment of direct discrimination against a group of residents in the state-owned Pensioners’ Home
“Aerodrom,” based on mental and physical disability and health status.*3

In addition, in the area of requlatory initiatives, in January 2026 the CPPD submitted an initiative to
the Assembly to amend the Law on Higher Education. This initiative addresses the inequality faced
by doctors of medicine employed in private healthcare institutions who are prevented from entering
into dual employment, unlike doctors of medicine employed in public healthcare institutions.**

In April 2026, the CPPD issued a General Recommendation advising public and private sector em-
ployers to ensure consistent application of legal protections for female workers during pregnancy,
childbirth, and maternity, and to refrain from practices leading to their unequal or less favorable
treatment during pregnancy, childbirth, and maternity in the exercise of employment rights."®

Additionally, the CPPD's thematic report on multiple and intersectional discrimination against Roma
women in the field of work and labor relations* highlights their severe exclusion from the labor
market, with only 8% of Roma women being employed, and a significant portion working in the
informal sector without adequate social and health protection. The report also points to a lack of
gender- and ethnically-disaggregated data within institutions, which complicates the identification

432 ,Mpecypa 3a cucTeMcka AUCKPUMUHALMjA: MHAUBUAYaNHUTe 3eMjofenkin 6e3 eiHakoB MPUCTan [0 3APABCTBEHO OCUTYpYBatbe, NOTPE6HM
ce uTHU 3aKoHcku u3menn!” ("Judgment on systemic discrimination: individual female farmers without equal access to health insurance,
urgent legislative amendments needed!”), Official website of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, 8
May 2026, https://bit.ly/4xyrpgg.

433 ,Mocranka no cnyx6eHa gomkHocT npotus GoHAOT 3a neH3ucko v uHBanuacko ocurypysatee” ("Ex-officio proceeding against the Pension
and Disability Insurance Fund"), Official website of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, 27 April 2026,
https://bit.ly/4i0KqmC.

434, MhnumjaTuea 3a u3MeHyBatbe U JOMONHYBatbe Ha 3aKoHOT 3a BUCOKo obpasosakue” ("Initiative for Amendments and Supplements to the
Law on Higher Education”), Official website of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, 15 January 2026,
https://bit.ly/4gHm6bnq.

435 Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, ,OTLUTA MPEMOPAKA 3a 3awTuta og AMcKpUMMHaLMja Ha XeHuTe
nopagu GpeMeHocT, paratbe U MajuuHcTeo 8o pabotuTe ogHocu” ("GENERAL RECOMMENDATION for protection against discrimination
of women due to pregnancy, childbirth and maternity in labor relations”), 23 April 2026, https://bit.ly/45TB7xy.

436 Zekir Abdulov and Sevgi Idriz Muratoglu, ,Tematcku u3BeLTaj: MoBekekpaTHa v UHTepceKLMCKa AUCKPUMUHALMja Bo obnacTa paboTa u
pabothu ogHocu ko Pomkure” (“Thematic Report: Multiple and Intersectional Discrimination in the Field of Work and Labor Relations
Against Romani Women), (2025), https://bit.ly/3UZDpbU.
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and proof of discrimination, as well as the insufficient recognition of the gender and ethnic dimen-
sions of discrimination in judicial practice.

The reporting period demonstrates the active execution of the CPPD's various competencies - han-
dling complaints and ex-officio proceedings, issuing general recommendations, initiating legislative
amendments, and participating in court proceedings for protection against discrimination. However,
the concentration of complaints in the field of work and labor relations, the recurring cases related
to pregnancy and maternity, and the findings on multiple and intersectional discrimination point to
systemic issues that extend beyond individual cases and require a broader institutional and legisla-
tive response. At the same time, the CPPD's lack of financial autonomy and the problems observed
in the selection process of its members remain significant challenges to guaranteeing its indepen-
dence and effective functioning.

Rights of persons with disabilities

In the context of the local elections in October 2025, although the lack of conditions for accessible
voting was noted back in 2024, no significant progress was achieved, leaving voters with disabilities
to once again face physical and procedural barriers*” Analysis regarding the participation of blind
persons further documented obstacles concerning voting secrecy and problematic formulations of
disability.**® As a positive accessibility step, the Assembly integrated a digital assistant on its official
website.**?

In terms of legislation, with the amendments to the Law on Employment of Disabled Persons in Sep-
tember 2025, persons on the autism spectrum were included for the first time, " allowing employers
to employ them under this framework and apply for state support for workplace adaptation.! In the
first half of 2026, institutional activities continued through the adoption and entry into force of the
amendments and supplements to the Law on the System for Assessment of Persons with Disabilities
in January 2026.2 These amendments allow insured persons to personally handle social security reg-
istrations and deregistrations, while requlating the institutional updating of data and guaranteeing

437 JlokankuTe u36opu Tect 3a gpxasata: Ke gane nu npaso Ha ,rac” Ha rpafanuTe co nonpeueHoct?” (“Local elections a test for the state:
Will it give a 'voice' to citizens with disabilities?"), Radio Free Europe, 13 October 2025, https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/izbori-popre-
cenost-glasanje-/33558233.html.

438 International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), ,nac 6e3 6apuepu: Aanusa 3a yuecTsoto Ha cnenuTe nuua 8o usbopute” (“Voice
Without Barriers: Analysis of the Participation of Blind Persons in Elections”), (2025}, https://bit.ly/3UeHDwe.

439 "Asistent digjital né ueb-fagen e Kuvendit t& RMV-sé pér personat me aftési té kufizuar” ("Digital assistant on the website of the Assem-
bly of the Republic of North Macedonia for persons with disabilities"), Portalb, 20 December 2025, https://portalb.mk/asistent-digjital-
ne-ueb-fagen-e-kuvendit-te-rmv-se-per-personat-me-aftesi-te-kufizuary/.

440 3aKoH 3a u3MeHyBatbe Ha 3aKoHOT 3a BpaboTyBate Ha uhBanupgHu nuua (“Law on Amending the Law on Employment of Disabled
Persons), Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 192/2025" https://slvesnik.com.mk/Issues/abc7aff5638b-
40baa548ad9646084651.pdf.

441 ,JIuyata co ayTUCTMYeH CneKTap Ha HapyluyBatbe Bferoa B 3aKoH, hUpMUTe Ke MOXAT A rM KOPUCTAT HUBHUTE Aapbu u cnocobHoCTH, 3a
nocebe npoctop 1 onpema ke uM nomara apxasara” ("Persons on the autism spectrum entered the law, companies will be able to use
their talents and abilities, the state will assist them with special space and equipment"), Sakam da kazham, 12 October 2025, https://sdk.
mk/index.php/makedonija/litsata-so-autistichen-spektar-na-narushuvane-vlegoa-vo-zakon-firmite-ke-mozhat-da-gi-koristat-nivnite-
darbi-i-sposobnosti-za-poseben-prostor-i-oprema-ke-im-pomaga-drzhavata/.

442 Yxa3 3a npornacyBatbe Ha 3aKOHOT 3a U3MeHyBatbe M FOMOMHYBatbe HA 3aKOHOT 3a CHCTEMOT 3a MpOLieHKa Ha nuua co nonpeyerocr, (“Decree
for the Promulgation of the Law on Amendments and Supplements to the Law on the System for Assessment of Persons with Disabilities”),
Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 13/2026"). https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-body-files/zakoni-mstp-file-jq34.pdf.
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the right of insured persons to be notified and to correct errors. Furthermore, deadlines for tech-
nical changes are precisely defined, and inspection oversight by the State Labour Inspectorate and
the State Administrative Inspectorate is strengthened.“ This process was welcomed by UNICEF as
a step forward toward advancing rights and the functional assessment of children.** Additionally,
in March 2026, the Health Insurance Fund (HIF), in cooperation with the Ministry of Social Policy,
Demographics, and Youth (MSPDY), established a temporary mechanism exempting persons with
disabilities from co-payments directly through the “Moe Osiguruvanje” (My Insurance) system.*>

However, in reality, concerning examples of systemic discrimination and bureaucratic irrationabil-
ities persist. In the field of education and the exercise of the right to work, discrimination was
determined in May 2026 after young people with developmental disabilities were rejected when
applying for an internship measure, as their completed education in a specialized secondary school
was formally treated as “incomplete secondary education."“® Additionally, a case of discrimination
and harassment was registered against a 21-year-old person with Down syndrome employed by the
City of Skopje,” which prompted protests by parents.**® This inclusion issue is further confirmed by
an opinion from the CPPD establishing indirect discrimination and a failure to provide reasonable
accommodation for an autistic child who was left without an educational assistant for more than
a year and a half.® The problem is equally pronounced in daily life, where the CPPD determined
discrimination based on disability through the denial of access to infrastructure, goods, and services,
as well as the refusal to provide reasonable accommodation in housing.**° This institutional pressure
is complemented by a financial-administrative aspect under which the state loses over two million

443 ,Co 3aKOHCKM M3MeHW — [0 MoCUreH cucTeM, noecmkacky npasa v yonyrv 3a cute” (“Through legal amendments - toward a stronger sys-
tem, more efficient rights and services for all”), Official website of the Ministry of Social Policy, Demographics and Youth, 27 January 2026,
https:/ /www.mtsp.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/so-zakonski-izmeni-do-posilen-sistem-poefikasni-prava-i-uslugi-za-site.

444 ,Hou n3MeHy Ha 3aKOHOT 3a CUCTEMOT 3a MPOLEHKA Ha LA CO MOMPEYEHOCT 0BO3MOXYBAAT yHANpeayBatbe Ha nNpasata Ha Aeuara”
(“New amendments to the Law on the System for Assessment of Persons with Disabilities enable the advancement of children's rights”),
UNICEF North Macedonia, 2 February 2026, https://www.unicef.org/northmacedonia/mk/soopstenija/novi-izmeni-na-zakonot-za-siste-
mot-za-procenka-na-lica-so-poprechenost-ja-zajaknuvaat.

445 ,®30: Jluuyata co nonpeyeHoCT ke ro ocTBapyBaat npaBoTo Ha 0Cn06oAyBatbe 0f napTuLMnaLmja npeky cuctemot ,Moe ocurypysate
(“HIF: Persons with disabilities will exercise their right to exemption from co-payment through the ‘Moe Osiguruvanje’ system”), 360
stepeni, 13 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/fzo-litsata-so-poprechenost-ke-go-ostvaruvaat-pravoto-na-osloboduvane-od-partitsi-
patsija-preku-sistemot-moe-osiguruvane/.

446 ,Mnagu co nonpeyeHocT of6MEHM 3a NOMOL 33 MPAKTUKAHTCTBO OTK APXKABATa HE UM Y NPU3HABA APKABHUTE AUMNOMY 3a 3aBPLIEHO
cpeaHo ofpasosanve, yTepaeHa auckpumubaunja” (“Youths with disabilities rejected for internship support because the state does
not recognize their state diplomas for completed secondary education, discrimination established”), Sakam da kazham, 29 May 2026,
https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/mladintsi-so-poprechenost-odbieni-za-pomosh-za-praktikantstvo-oti-drzhava-
ta-ne-im-gi-priznava-drzhavnite-diplomi-za-zavrsheno-sredno-obrazovanie-utvrdena-diskriminatsija/.

447, 21-ropmwhnot Hukona Crojanocku, co [layHoB cuhppom, 6un byTHat u MantpetupaH of konera Bo Ipag Ckonje, MHCTUTyLMUTE efeH
mecey Monvar” ("21-year-old Nikola Stojanovski, with Down syndrome, was pushed and harassed by a colleague at the City of Skopje,
institutions remain silent for a month”), Sakam da kazham, 28 October 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/21-godishniot-ni-
kola-stojanovski-so-daunov-sindrom-bil-butnat-i-maltretiran-od-kolega-vo-grad-skopje-institutsiite-eden-mesets-molchat/.

448 ,,CTon 3a AUCKPUMMHALM]A M HACUNCTBO NOPAAM MOMPEYEHOCT WM XeHZUKen" - NPoTecT Ha poguTeny o napkot ,ea Gopey™ (“Stop
discrimination and violence due to disability or handicap’ - parents’ protest in ‘Zhena Borec’ park”), Radio MOF, 27 October 2025, https://
www.radiomof.mk/stop-za-diskriminacija-i-nasilstvo-poradi-poprechenost-ili-hendikep-protest-na-roditeli-vo-parkot-zhena-borec/.

449 Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, ,Mucnee 3a yTBpayBatbe MHAUPEKTHA AUCKPUMUHALM]A, KAKO W
Heobesbepysatbe Ha coopseTHo npunarogysatse 08-150/5" (“Opinion establishing indirect discrimination, as well as failure to provide
reasonable accommodation 08-150/5"), 3 April 2026, https://bit.ly/4ycBfaW.

450 Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, ,Mucnete 3a yTBpayBatbe MHAMPEKTHA AUCKPUMUHALK]A, KAKO W
Heobesbepysatbe Ha coopeTHo npunarogysarse 08-382/5" (“Opinion establishing indirect discrimination, as well as failure to provide
reasonable accommodation 08-382/5"), 2 June 2026, https://bit.ly/4gyuOnJ.
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euros annually on commission fees, because persons with permanent and irreversible disabilities are
unnecessarily required to undergo re-evaluations every six months.*®! Further concern was raised
by delays in the mobility allowance,*? criminal charges in Tetovo for fee abuses and falsified docu-
mentation,*3 as well as announcements of budget cuts for rare diseases for 2026, which triggered
reactions from patient organizations®® and the “Menuvame"” and NARBM coalitions.*®

The reporting period demonstrates certain normative and administrative improvements in the re-
alization of the rights of persons with disabilities, particularly regarding the expansion of employ-
ment opportunities, the assessment system, and the easing of access to certain healthcare rights.
However, cases of discrimination in employment and access to internship measures, issues with the
payment and administration of allowances, the re-evaluation of persons with permanent disabilities,

and persistent accessibility obstacles indicate that normative changes have not yet been followed
by the consistent removal of practical and institutional barriers. The findings in the reporting period
therefore re-open the question regarding the gap between formally recognized rights and their
effective realization in practice.

451 ,[ipxasata rybu Haj 2 MUnMOHA eBPa TOAMIIHO 3a XOHOPApW HA KOMUCWUTE KOW MALMeHTUTE CO TPAeH WHBANUAUTET HemoTpebHo ru
Bpakaar 3a oueHyBatbe cekou b6 Meceun” (“The state loses over 2 million euros annually on commission fees for patients with permanent
disabilities who are unnecessarily returned for evaluation every 6 months"), Sakam da kazham, 11 June 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/
makedonija/drzhavata-gubi-nad-2-miliona-evra-godishno-za-honorari-na-komisiiite-koi-patsientite-so-traen-invaliditet-nepotrebno-gi-
vrakaat-za-otsenuvane-sekoi-6-mesetsi/ .

452 ,30wrTo 3arnasy McnnaTaTa Ha gogarokot 3a MobunHoct?” ("Why has the payment of the mobility allowance stalled?”), Sloboden pechat,
10 November 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/zoshto-zaglavi-isplatata-na-dodatokot-za-mobilnost/.

453 "Kallézim penal ndaj ish-drejtoreshés sé Qendrés Sociale Tetové dhe pesé personave pér keqpérdorim té kompensimit pér aftési té
kufizuar” (“Criminal charges filed against former director of the Tetovo Social Center and five persons for misuse of disability compen-
sation”), Portalb, 18 December 2025, https://portalb.mk/kallezim-penal-ndaj-ish-drejtoreshes-se-qendres-sociale-tetove-dhe-pese-per-
sonave-per-keqperdorim-te-kompensimit-per-aftesi-te-kufizuar,/.

454 ,Hamanysatbe Ha Gyyetot: 3a petkute Gonectv ce nnanupaar 17,5 munuony espa, a notpe6uu ce noseke” ("Budget Reduction: 17.5 million
euros planned for rare diseases, but more are needed”), Frontline.Mk, 11 November 2025, https://frontline.mk/2025/11/11/namaluva-e-
na-bu-etot-za-retkite-bolesti-se-planiraat-17-5-milioni-evra-a-potrebni-se-pove-e/.

455 ,Becta AnexcoBcka: [lpactuutoro kpatetse Ha By|ieToT 3a petkv Gonecti e supekTeH Hanag Bp3 Haweto npaso Ha xusot” (“"Vesna Aleksovska:
The drastic cut to the budget for rare diseases is a direct attack on our right to life”), Radio MOF, 14 December 2025, https:/ /www.radiomof.
mk/vesna-aleksovska-drastichnoto-kratenje-na-budzhetot-za-retki-bolesti-e-direkten-napad-vrz-nasheto-pravo-na-zhivot/ #prettyPhoto.

456 ,HAPBM: Kparetbeto Ha Gyyetor 3a petku Gonectv Moxe ga uma orpomum nocneguun” (“NARBM: Cutting the rare disease budget
could have massive consequences”), Radio MOF, 24 December 2025, https://www.radiomof.mk/narbm-kratenjeto-na-budzhetot-za-ret-
ki-bolesti-mozhe-da-ima-ogromni-posledici/.
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Gender

Gender-based violence and femicides

Eurostat data indicates that North Macedonia ranks third in Europe in the rate of femicides com-
mitted by intimate partners.*” During the reporting period, a series of severe cases of gender-based
violence and femicides were recorded, including the discovery of the first case of a serial killer in the
Kumanovo Region, charged with four completed murders with elements of femicide,*® for which the
BPPO Kumanovo filed an indictment.**® Other cases include brutal murders of women in Shtip,*® the
Gostivar region,“ Bitola,®? and Zelenikovo.*® Due to this rise, the civil society sector launched the
femicide monitoring platform “Femicide Watch."*

In parallel with femicides, a high volume of domestic*®® “¢ and intimate partner violence*’ was re-
corded, encompassing physical assaults,*®® “° threats with weapons,*’? stalking,”* unlawful deprivation

457 ,Bpojku wTo He cMeat fa ce urHopupaar - MakegoHuja e Tpeta Bo Espona no 6poj Ha y6ucrsa Ha xenu og csoute naptHepu” ("Numbers
that must not be ignored - Macedonia ranks third in Europe in the number of murders of women by their partners”), Sloboden pechat,
22 December 2026, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/brojki-shto-ne-smeat-da-se-ignoriraat-makedonija-e-treta-vo-evropa-po-broj-na-
ubistva-na-zheni-od-nivnite-partneri/.

458 ,Mps cnyyaj Ha cepucku ybuel co enemenTi Ha demuumg Bo Makeforuja - oyapot op Crapo Haropuuane Ke ce ToBapy BKyMHO 3a wect
y6ucrea” (“First case of a serial killer with elements of femicide in Macedonia - shepherd from Staro Nagorichane to be charged with
a total of six murders”), 360 stepeni, 14 May 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/prv-sluchaj-na-seriski-ubiets-so-elementi-na-femitsid-vo-
makedonija-ovcharot-od-staro-nagorichane-ke-se-tovari-vkupno-za-shest-ubistva/.

459 ,068uHeHMe npoTMB cepuckuoT y6uey o KymaHoBcko - My ce 3akaHysa goxusoted 3atsop” (“Indictment filed against serial killer
from Kumanovo region - faces life imprisonment”), 360 stepeni, 19 June 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/obvinenie-protiv-seriskiot-ubi-
ets-od-kumanovsko-mu-se-zakanuva-dozhivoten-zatvor/.

460 ,Pacuncreno caupeno ybuctso Bo LLtun, co HoX ycMpTua XeHa u Tenoto ro 3akonan 8o gsopot” (“Brutal murder solved in Shtip, killed a
woman with a knife and buried the body in the yard"), Meta.mk, 16 November 2025, https://meta.mk/raschisteno-svirepo-ubistvo-vo-
shtip-so-nozh-usmrtil-zhena-od-shtip-i-teloto-go-zakopal-vo-dvorot/.

461 ,Ja ybune co nuwTon, ja 3akonane Bo AynKa, a TENOTO 10 3ananuie - OTKPUEHO KaKo e youeHa xewara og loctusapcko” (“Shot with a gun, buried
in a hole, and her body burned - revealed how the woman from the Gostivar region was killed”), Sloboden pechat, 17 December 2026, https://
www.slobodenpecat.mk/ja-ubile-so-pushka-ja-zakopale-vo-dupka-a-teloto-go-zapalile-otkrieno-kako-bila-ubiena-zhenata-od-gostivarsko/.

462 ,,MakepoHuja e onacHo MecTo 3a XuBeetbe 3a xeHute’, anapmupa Mpexara 3a 3awTuta o auckpumuraumja” (“Macedonia is a danger-
ous place to live for women', alarms the Network for Protection against Discrimination”), Sloboden pechat, 14 May 2026, https://www.
slobodenpecat.mk/makedonija-e-opasno-mesto-za-zhiveenje-za-zhenite-alarmira-mrezhata-za-zashtita-od-diskriminacija/.

463 ,MpoajaeHa MpTea 48-roguiuHa xeHa of 3eneHnKoso, yanceH e nopatelwnuot conpyr” (“48-year-old woman found dead in Zelenikovo,
ex-husband arrested"), Sakam da kazham, 28 June 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/pronajdena-mrtva-48-godishna-zhe-
na-od-zelenikovo-uapsen-e-poraneshniot-soprug/.

464 ,Mpomosupana nnatdpopmMara 3a creperse Ha Pemuumnan” (“Femicide monitoring platform promoted”), Helsinki Committee for Human
Rights, 25 November 2026, https://mhc.org.mk/news/promovirana-platformata-za-sledenje-na-femicidi/.

465 ,CkonjaHeL, ja npetenan nopaHeLuHara napTHepKa, MPETXOBHO I Tenan Majka My U cHaata, obBuHuTencTeoTo 6apa nputeop” (“Skopje man beat up
his ex-partner, previously beat his mother and sister-in-law, prosecutor’s office requests detention”), Sakam da kazham, 16 May 2026, https://sdk.
mk/index php/makedonija/skopjanets-ja-pretepal-poraneshnata-partnerka-prethodno-gi-tepal-majka-mu-i-snaata-obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor;.

466 ,Hacuntuk guBeen Bo fopue, UM M3BagMN HOX Ha XeHara u aeuara” ("Abuser went on a rampage in Gjorche, pulled a knife on his wife and chil-
dren”), Sloboden pechat, 6 October 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/nasilnik-diveel-vo-gjorche-im-izvadil-nozh-na-zhenata-i-decata/.

467 ,Ckonjaey ja npetenan v i ce 3aKaHyBan CO HOX Ha CBOjaTa mapTHepka, obsuHuTenctBoto 6apa mputsop” (“Skopje man beat and
threatened his partner with a knife, prosecution requests detention”), 360 stepeni, 16 January 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/skop-
janets-ja-pretepal-i-se-zakanuval-so-nozh-na-svojata-partnerka-obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor/.

468 ,Mujana xpBatcka ApXasjaHka ro usbogena conpyrot co Hox Bo KaBagapuu, ocoMHuyeHa e 3a cemejHo Hacuncrso” (“Drunk Croatian citizen
stabbed her husband with a knife in Kavadarci, suspected of domestic violence”), Sakam da kazham, 26 January 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.
php/makedonija/pijana-hrvatska-drzhavjanka-go-izbodela-soprugot-so-nozh-vo-kavadartsi-osomnichena-e-za-semejno-nasilstvo/.

469 ,[lse xeHu 6une HanagHatv og conpysute: EgHara so Kymaoso, gpyrara so Jlunkoso” (“Two women were attacked by their husbands:
One in Kumanovo, the other in Lipkovo"), Sloboden pechat, 15 November 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/dve-zheni-bile-napadna-
ti-od-sopruzite-ednata-vo-kumanovo-drugata-vo-lipkovo/.

470 ,MpwTBop 3a 55-ToAMWHUK, KOj CO MULITON NyKan 1 ¥ Ce 3aKaHyBan Ha conpyrata npep HusHuTe geua” (“Detention for 55-year-old man who
fired a gun and threatened his wife in front of their children"), Sakam da kazham, 7 March 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/
pritvor-za-55-godishnik-koj-so-pishtol-pukal-i-se-zakanuval-na-soprugata-pred-nivnite-detsa/ .

471 ,068uHuTENCTBOTO Gapa MpUTBOP 3a 00BMHETMOT KOj 2 FOAMHY ja feMHen buswarta conpyra Bo Kpyweso” (“Prosecution requests detention
for accused who stalked his ex-wife for 2 years in Krushevo”), Sakam da kazham, 3 October 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/
obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor-za-obvinetiot-koj-2-godini-ja-demnel-bivshata-sopruga-vo-krushevo/.
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of liberty and violence against pregnant women*2 “ and children.”* These cases highlight the urgent
need for timely risk assessment, coordinated institutional response, and effective protective measures
for victims. Severe questions regarding the institutional response were raised by a March 2026 case
in which a woman and her six-year-old daughter died following a fall from a residential building after
previously recorded reports of domestic violence,” calls for help,”® and threats of being reported for
false reporting.” The case led to an investigation into the conduct of the responsible social services,*
while criminal proceedings were initiated against the husband, resulting in May 2026 in a first-instance
conviction for violence and inducement to suicide.”” In this context, public reaction was also sparked
by the detention of a member of the Prime Minister's security detail for beating his wife;*? following
relativizing statements from the government’® and reactions from civil society organizations,*? the
perpetrator received a suspended prison sentence based on a guilty plea.*®

Institutional response and implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Prevent-
ing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention)

472 ,Cronjatel ja Tenan u asen bpemenara fesojka, ro ybeguna fa ofar Ha nexap v uberana op konara Ha cemachop” (“Skopje man beat and
choked his pregnant girlfriend, she convinced him to go to the doctor and escaped from the car at a traffic light"), Sakam da kazham, 14
February 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/skopjanets-ja-tepal-i-davel-bremenata-devojka-go-ubedila-da-odat-na-lekar-i-izbe-
gala-od-kolata-na-semafor/.

473 ,0J0 nogHece o6suHenme 3a 21-roguwhuk of Ceetn Hukone koj ja npetenan u 15 yaca ja ppxen 3aknydeHa cBojata bpemeHa feBojka”
(“BPPO filed an indictment against a 21-year-old from Sveti Nikole who beat his pregnant girlfriend and kept her locked up for 15 hours"),
360 stepeni, 21 February 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/ojo-podnese-obvinenie-za-21-godishnik-od-sveti-nikole-koj-ja-pretepal-i-15-chasa-
ja-drzhel-zakluchena-svojata-bremena-devojka/.

474 ,15-roguwHo aesojue npobano fa ce camoy6ue 0TI TaTKO i CO FOAUHM T MAnTPETUpan Hea, cecTpa it u Majka um” ("15-year-old girl attempted
suicide because her father abused her, her sister, and their mother for years”), Sakam da kazham, 21 June 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/
makedonija/15-godishno-devojche-probalo-da-se-samoubie-oti-tatko-so-godini-gi-maltretiral-nejze-sestra-i-majka-im/.

475 ,CouujanHute cayx6u NpBnaT ru eBUAEHTUPANE NOYMHATATA KEHA U HEJ3MHMOT CONPYT BO OKTOMBPY NIaHK NO NOAHeCeHa Tyx6a 3a passog”
(“Social services first registered the deceased woman and her husband in October last year following a divorce lawsuit”), 360 step-
eni, 3 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/sotsijalnite-sluzhbi-prvpat-gi-evidentirale-pochinatata-zhena-i-nejziniot-soprug-vo-oktom-
vri-lani-po-podnesena-tuzhba-za-razvod/.

476 ,,Ke ja ybue majka mu", nnave 6-ropuiwnata Katja gogeka 6aba i1 ro npujaysa Bo nonuumja cuHa cu CTojanue 3a 06wz 3a y6ucrso, ce cnywHa
Ha ayamocHumkute og 112" (“He will kill my mother’, cries 6-year-old Katja while her grandmother reports her son Stojanche to the police
for attempted murder, heard on the 112 audio recordings”), Sakam da kazham, 8 April 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/ke-ja-
ubie-majka-mi-plache-6-godishnata-katja-dodeka-baba-go-prijavuva-vo-politsija-sina-si-stojanche-za-obid-za-ubistvo-dodeka-toj-ja-tepa-
soprugata-se-slushna-na-audiosnimkite-od-112/.

477 ,Ako npujasuw ywTe efHaly, Ke 0Ar0BapaLl KPUBUYHO 3a TAXHO MPHUjaBYBatbe 3aKaHU U HACUICTBO, i Ce 3aKaHMne nonuuajuuTe Ha MBawa
CrojaHocka Hekonky yaca npeg ga ce camoybue” (If you report one more time, you will face criminal charges for false reporting of threats and
violence', police officers threatened Ivana Stojanoska a few hours before she committed suicide”), Sakam da kazham, 1 April 2026, https://
sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/ako-prijavish-ushte-ednash-ke-odgovarash-krivichno-za-lazhno-prijavuvane-zakani-i-nasilstvo-se-zakani-
le-politsajtsite-na-ivana-stojanoska-nekolku-chasa-pred-da-se-samoubie/.

478 ,0J0 Ckonje ke uctpasysa ganu 8o LieHTapor 3a couujantu pabotu Hekoj CTOpUN KPUBUYHO JEN0 BO C1y4ajoT co xeHata o Kapnow” (“BPPO
Skopje will investigate whether someone in the Center for Social Work committed a criminal offense in the case of the woman in Karposh”),
360 stepeni, 3 June 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/ojo-skopje-ke-istrazhuva-dali-vo-tsentarot-za-sotsijalni-raboti-nekoj-storil-krivichno-de-
lo-vo-sluchajot-so-zhenata-vo-karposh/.

479 ,Mpecypa: Crojanue JoBaHoBCKu ocypeH Ha 12 rogunin 3ateop” (*Verdict: Stojanche Jovanovski sentenced to 12 years in prison”), Deutsche Welle, 7
May 2026, https:/ /www.dw.com/mk/presuda-12-godini-zatvor-za-stojance-jovanovski-za-nasilstvo-i-naveduvane-na-samoubistvo /a-77076320.

480 ,YneH Ha obesbenysarbero Ha Muukocku Bo nputsop: Ja npetenan conpyrara” ("Member of Mickoski's security detail in detention: Beat up
his wife"), 24 Vesti, 4 May 2026, https://24.mk/details/chlen-na-obezbeduvanjeto-mickoski-vo-pritvor-ja-pretepal-soprugata.

481 W 3a man npectan cucremot yHKuMOHKPA, peve MULKOCKM OTKaKO YneH Ha HeroBoTo 06e3bepyBatbe 406U MpUTBOp OTU ja mpetenan
conpyrara” (“Even for a minor offense, the system works', said Mickoski after a member of his security detail was detained for beating his
wife"), Sakam da kazham, 5 May 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/i-za-mal-prestap-sistemot-funktsionira-reche-mitskoski-ot-
kako-chlen-na-negovoto-obezbeduvane-dobi-pritvor-oti-ja-pretepal-soprugata/.

482 ,Peakuuja: 3a Koro ce cuTe 0BMe U3MeHN Ha 3aKOHU 1 MOCTanyBatba, ako MPEMUEPOT TBPAN AeKa CeMejHOTO HACUNCTBO e ,noMan npectan‘?”
("Reaction: Who are all these law amendments and procedures for, if the Prime Minister claims that domestic violence is a ‘minor offense’?”),
Platform for Gender Equality, 6 May 2026, https://bit.ly/4gAfqra.

483 ,YcnosHa KasHa 3aTeop 3a 0be36enyBadot Ha Muukockw koj ja Tenawe conpyrara” (“Suspended prison sentence for Mickoski's security detail
member who beat his wife"), Fokus, 1 June 2026, https://fokus.mk/uslovna-kazna-zatvor-za-obezbeduvachot-na-mitskoski-koj-ja-tepashe-so-

prugata/.
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Systemic weaknesses behind numerous femicides and cases of gender-based and domestic violence
were confirmed in the report by the State Audit Office (SAQ) regarding the implementation of the
Istanbul Convention.”®* The audit revealed that out of 52 planned activities, 20 were not implement-
ed at all, and 10 were only partially implemented. Additionally, the audit points to insufficient avail-
ability and effectiveness of specialized services, inadequate funding and staffing, deficiencies in the
reintegration of victims, and the need for further alignment of institutional and legal practices with
the requirements of the Istanbul Convention. Research confirms the deep economic vulnerability of
victims, noting that victims receive only a one-off financial aid of 15,000 denars without systemic
support for reintegration.*® The absence of long-term reintegration support forces over 90% of
women victims of domestic violence to take out loans and debts to survive the first few months.*®
In response to the frequent cases, institutions took several urgent, yet still partial, steps:

The Assembly adopted amendments to the Criminal Code making all physical injuries resulting
from domestic violence subject to mandatory ex officio prosecution.*”” At the local level, the City
of Skopje allocated a municipally owned apartment to open a new shelter center for victims.*®

In February 2026, public debates began on the Draft National Strategy for Protection from Gen-
der-Based Violence 2026-2033.4®° Additionally, following one of the tragic events in March 2026,
the National Coordinating Body for the Implementation of the Istanbul Convention established
an inter-ministerial working group for urgent amendments to the set of laws in the fields of
security, justice, and social protection,490 holding its first meeting on March 13, 2026.%*

484 ,3a 5 ropuHn uMa 33 y6ucTaa BO CeMejHO HACUNCTBO, HEMa FOBOMHO 3aCONHULLTA 3 KPTBUTE, OyLIeTOT He AaBa Napy 3a 3aLITUTA, HACUTHULUTE
He Ce roHaT 1o CyOeHa JOMKHOCT, OTKpU peusopckuot ussewtaj” (“In 5 years there were 33 domestic violence murders, insufficient victim
shelters, budget provides no funds for protection, abusers not prosecuted ex officio, audit report reveals”), Sakam da kazham, 2 December
2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/za-5-godini-ima-33-ubistva-vo-semejno-nasilstvo-nema-dovolno-zasolnishta-za-zhrtvite-bud-
hetot-ne-dava-pari-za-zashtita-nasilnitsite-ne-se-gonat-po-sluzhbena-dolzhnost-otkri-revizorskiot-izveshtaj/.

485 ,Xpreute Ha cemejHo Hacuncteo gobusaar camo 250 eBpa efHoKpaTHa MOMOLL, ApXaBaTa He 0ABojyBa napu 3a TpajHa nogapuka” (“Domestic
violence victims receive only 250 euros in one-off aid, the state allocates no funds for permanent support”), Sakam da kazham, 4 December 2026,
https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/zhrtvite-na-semejno-nasilstvo-dobivaat-samo-250-evra-ednokratna-pomosh-drzhavata-ne-odvoju-
va-pari-za-trajna-poddrshka/.

486 ,Hap 90 otcTo 0f XeHUTe Kou NpeTprene CeMejHO HACUNCTBO 3eMaat KPeAuTM UK MO3ajMULM 3a a NPEXUBEAT BO NMPBUTE MECELM, BENW
3ppyxenmero ECE" ("Over 90 percent of women who have suffered domestic violence take out loans or borrowings to survive in the
first few months, says ESE Association), Sakam da kazham, 25 November 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/nad-90-ots-
to-od-zhenite-koi-pretrpele-semejno-nasilstvo-zemaat-krediti-ili-pozajmitsi-za-da-prezhiveat-vo-prvite-mesetsi-veli-zdruzhenieto-ese/.

487 ,CEMEJHOTO HACW/CTBO CO TEJIECHA MOBPEAA KE CE FOHW MO CJTYXBEHA JOMMKHOCT. Hema pa ce yeka Ha npujaBa of xpTeata,
06BuHMTEN BeHaL ke nocranysa” (“Domestic violence with bodily injury will be prosecuted ex officio. No waiting for a report from the victim,
prosecutor will act immediately”), Plusinfo, 18 December 2025, https://plusinfo.mk/seme-noto-nasilstvo-so-telesna-povreda-e-se-goni-po-
sluzhbena-dolzhnost-nema-da-se-cheka-na-pri-ava-od-zhrtvata-obvinitel-vednash-e-postapuva/.

488 ,CraH 8o concteeoct Ha Ipag Ckomje o feHecka e WenTep-LeHTap 3a XpTey Ha cemejHo Hacunctso” ("Apartment owned by the City of
Skopje becomes a shelter center for victims of domestic violence as of today”), 360 stepeni, 19 March 2026, https://360stepeni.mk/
stan-vo-sopstvenost-na-grad-skopje-od-deneska-e-shelter-tsentar-za-zhrtvi-na-semejno-nasilstvo/.

489 ,Bo ek ce jaBHu fedatn 3a Haupt-Bep3ujata Ha HauuoHanHata ctpareruja 3a npeBeHLyja 1 3alTUTa Of POAOBO 6a3upaHo HAaCUNCTBO Bp3
XeHu u cemejHo Hacunctso 2026-2033 co Akumcku nnan 2026-2029" (“Public debates are underway regarding the Draft version of the
National Strategy for Prevention and Protection from Gender-Based Violence against Women and Domestic Violence 2026-2033 with an
Action Plan 2026-2029"), Official Website of the Ministry of Social Policy, Demography and Youth, 27 February 2026, https://www.mtsp.
gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/vo-tek-se-javni-debati-za-nacrt-verzijata-na-nacionalnata-strategija-za-prevencija-i-zasti-
ta-od-rodovo-bazirano-nasilstvo-vrz-zeni-i-semejno-nasilstvo-2026-2033-so-akciski-plan-2026-2029.

490 ,Urha ceprmua Ha HauwonantoTo koopauHaTvBHO Teno - Ke ce dhopmupa paboTHa rpyna 3a U3MeH v FONOHYBatbA Ha HEKOMKY 3aKOHK"
("Urgent meeting of the National Coordinating Body - a working group will be formed for amendments to several laws"), Official website of
the Ministry of Social Policy, Demography and Youth, 10 March 2026, https://www.mtsp.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/
itna-sednica-na-nacionalnoto-koordinativno-telo-kje-se-formira-rabotna-grupa-za-izmeni-i-dopolnuvanja-na-nekolku-zakoni.

491 ,OnpaH NpBMOT COCTaHOK Ha paboTHaTa rpyna 3a UTHY 3aKOHCKW U3MeHY 3a MOCWIHA 3aWTUTA Ha eHuTe XpTeu Ha Hacunctso” (“First
meeting held of the working group for urgent legal amendments for stronger protection of female victims of violence”), Official website of
the Ministry of Social Policy, Demography and Youth, 13 March 2026, https://www.mtsp.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/
odrzan-prviot-sostanok-na-rabotnata-grupa-za-itni-zakonski-izmeni-za-posilna-zastita-na-zenite-zrtvi-na-nasilstvo.
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However, despite these initiatives, the Assembly did not support the Draft Law Amending the
Law on Prevention and Protection from Violence against Women and Domestic Violence to intro-
duce electronic monitoring of domestic violence perpetrators as an additional protective mea-
sure for victims.*2

Socio-economic, health, and political rights of women

In healthcare, the maternal health case exposed systemic and judicial delays in medical malpractice
cases, which following numerous adjournments** and requests for judicial recusal,** the proceed-
ings concluded with a first-instance conviction of the gynecologist.® Regarding menstrual poverty,
it remains an alarming challenge for women and girls in North Macedonia. Research confirms that
women and girls increasingly miss work and school due to deprivation from hygiene products, a
trend particularly pronounced among high school girls from socially vulnerable families.*® “’ Howev-
er, local authorities displayed indifference toward this issue, as both the Council of the Municipality
of Kisela Voda*® and the Council of the Municipality of Bitola*® rejected initiatives to provide free
menstrual products in schools.

Political representation was further confirmed by the electoral outcomes of the October 2025 local
elections, where only four women were elected as mayors out of 32 female candidates, > amidst

492 ,Hema notpe6a o enekTpoHCKa asnka 3a CTOpUTENH Ha CEMEJHO HACUICTBO — CMeTa MHO3UHCTBOTO Bo Cobpanmeto” (“No need for an electron-
ic ankle monitor for domestic violence perpetrators', considers the majority in Parliament”), 360 stepeni, 18 March 2026, https://360stepeni.
mk/nema-potreba-od-elektronska-alka-za-storiteli-na-semejno-nasilstvo-smeta-mnozinstvoto-vo-sobranieto/.

493 MctowTeHa cym v neuxmuku ctpagam: Ha Janps Beanocka nak i ro ognoxuja cynetbeto 3a ussagexute opraiu” (| am exhausted and
suffering mentally’: Yaldz Veaposka's trial for removed organs adjourned again’), Sloboden pechat, 10 November 2025, https://www.slo-
bodenpecat.mk/istoshtena-sum-i-psihichki-stradam-na-jaldz-veaposka-pak-%d1%9d-go-odlozhija-sudenjeto-za-izvadenite-organi/.

494 ,TpetuoT cyauja wro ognyyysa 3a Jang3 Beanocka ocraHysa Bo npouecot - ofbueHo Gapatseto Ha runekonoror Myxamen Acaty 3a Heroso
ussematse” ("The third judge deciding on Yaldz Veaposka remains in the process - gynecologist Muhamed Asani's request for recusal reject-
ed"), Sloboden pechat, 10 October 2025, https:/ /www.slobodenpecat.mk/tretiot-sudija-shto-odluchuva-za-jaldz-veaposka-ostanuva-vo-pro-
cesot-odbieno-baranjeto-na-ginekologot-za-negovo-izzemanje/.

495 ,Tpu rofuHu 3aTBOP 1 NeT roguHM 3a6paxa 3a BpLuetbe AeJHOCT 3a ruHekonoroT Acay 3a ciyyajot co poaunkara og [le6ap” (‘Three years in
prison and a five-year ban on practicing for gynecologist Asani in the case of the mother from Debar”), Brif.mk, 21 November 2025, https://
www.brif. mk/tri-godini-zatvor-i-pet-godini-zabrana-za-vrshenje-dejnost-za-ginekologot-asani-za-sluchajot-so-rodilkata-od-debar/.

496 ,Hap 100 yueHnukv of cupomaluhm cemejcta 8o butona Hemaat napu 3a Bnowky - aktvsucTute 6apaar nomow of onwtuHata” (“Over
100 schoolgirls from poor families in Bitola cannot afford sanitary pads - activists seek help from the municipality”), Sloboden pechat,
29 October 2025, https:/ /www.slobodenpecat.mk/nad-100-uchenichki-od-siromashni-semejstva-vo-bitola-nemaat-pari-za-vloshki-aktivis-
tite-baraat-pomosh-od-opshtinata/.

497 ,XeHuTe 1 fieBojkuTe C& NOYECTO OTCYCTBYBAAT 0 paboTa i LIKOMO 3aLITO HEMAAT Napu 33 MEHCTPYasHU MPOU3BOAH, BENM HOBO UCTPaXyBatbe”
("Women and girls increasingly absent from work and school because they cannot afford menstrual products, new research says’), Sakam
da kazham, 1 June 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/zhenite-i-devojkite-s-pochesto-otsustvuvaat-od-rabota-i-shko-
lo-zashto-nemaat-pari-za-menstrualni-proizvodi-veli-novo-istrazhuvane/.

498 ,Cosetot Ha Kucena Bopa o6y uhmuujatvsa Ha Jlesuua 3a Gecnnariu meHcTpyantu npoussogy 8o yunnuwrara” (“The Council of Kisela Voda
rejected Levica's initiative for free menstrual products in schools”), Antropol, 24 December 2025, https://antropol.mk/2025/12/24/sov-na-
k-voda-odbi-inic-na-lev-za-besp-ment-proiz-vo-ucil /.

499 ,MHo3uHcTBoTO BO GuUTONCKMOT CoBeT He npuchaTv oNWTMHATA 4a OABOM Mapu 3a GecnnaThy BrowwkK 3a cpegHowkonkute” (‘The majority
in the Bitola Council did not accept the municipality allocating money for free sanitary pads for high school girls"), Sakam da kazham,
30 December 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/dopisna-mrezha/bitolskiot-sovet-ne-prifati-opshtinata-da-odvoi-pari-za-besplatni-vlosh-
ki-za-srednoshkolkite/.

500 ,Camo uetupu xenu ce u3bpanu 3a rpagonavantuukm” (“Only four women elected as mayors”), Sloboden pechat, 3 November 2025, https://
www.slobodenpecat.mk/samo-chetiri-zheni-se-izbrani-za-gradonachalnichki-na-lokalnite-izbori/.
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an intensified traditional discourse surrounding motherhood.*® Regarding labor rights, a proposal
amending the Law on Labor Relations was introduced to prevent terminations of employment during
pregnancy.>®> However, this proposal was subsequently rejected in the Assembly.>%

Access to anti-discrimination protection mechanisms

In the area of seeking legal protection, official reports demonstrate clear disparities in the grounds
upon which citizens request institutional recourse. Women report discrimination based on sex,
gender, age, education, and family or marital status far more frequently than men, whereas men
predominantly file complaints on the grounds of ethnicity, political affiliation, social standing, and
property status.>® Furthermore, the monitoring report “Equality Now - Empowering Marginalized
Communities for Social Inclusion and Non-Discrimination” revealed severe institutional invisibility
affecting women from marginalized communities: only 2% of total complaints submitted to the
CPPD originated from this demographic (submitted exclusively by rural women). In addition, discrim-
ination was formally established in barely 3.8% of all complaints filed by women overall, while not a
single case of discrimination was established among complaints filed by women from marginalized
communities. This outcome highlights the system's limited capacity to recognize and establish com-
plex and intersectional forms of gender discrimination.®

The reporting period reveals a significant gap between the existing legal framework and the effec-
tive prevention of and protection against gender-based and domestic violence. The high number
of serious cases, shortcomings identified in the implementation of the Istanbul Convention, and
cases in which previous institutional responses failed to provide timely protection indicate that the
main challenge remains practical implementation, coordination and the availability of specialised
services. The launch of preparations for a new national strategy and legislative initiatives represent
relevant steps, but their impact will depend on their adoption, adequate funding and consistent
implementation. At the same time, women's low political representation, economic vulnerability and
the limited access of women from marginalised communities to protection mechanisms show that
gender equality challenges extend beyond the area of violence against women.

501 ,®neuep, [lykocka u Ckot o Majkute Ha csetor: Cute CMe 0f pasnuuHit 3eMju, HO UMaMe UCTa TpUXKa - Aeuata aa Hu bugar 6esbegHu u co
[obpo o6pasosanue” ("Flecher, Dukoska and Scot from Mothers of the World: We are all from different countries, but we share the same
concern - for our children to be safe and well-educated”), MIA, 1 October 2025, https://bit.ly/4y24fhU.

502 ,[la Hema oTka3 npu Gpemeroct! JleBuua nopHece Npeanor-u3MeHy 3a 3aWTuTa Ha TPYROBUOT CTaTyC Ha Gpemenn pabotHuukm objasu” ("No
termination during pregnancy! Levica submitted proposed amendments to protect the labor status of pregnant workers”), Skopjel.mk, 29
December 2025, https://skopjel.mk/da-nema-otkaz-pri-bremenost-levica-podnese-predlog-izmeni-za-zastita-na-trudoviot-status-na-bre-
meni-rabotnicki.

503 ,INMMHE ro op6u npeanorot Ha Jlesuua 3a 3awTwra og otka3 Ha Gpemenute pabotHuuku” ("DPMNE rejected Levica's proposal for protecting
pregnant workers from termination”), Antropol, 12 February 2026, https://antropol.mk/2026/02/12/dpmne-go-odbi-pred|-na-lev-za-zast-
od-otkaz-na-brem-rab/.

504 Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, ,[opuweH u3BeLuTaj 3a pabotata Ha KomucujaTa 3a cipeuysatbe 1 3awtuta
o AvckpuMuHanmja 3a 2025 rogusa” ("Annual Report on the Work of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination
for 2025"), (2026), https://bit.ly/4hr3Tel.

505 Aleksandra Trajanovska, ,EqHakBoct Cera: MoHUTOpMHI-M3BELLTa) 33 MPUCTAMNOT Ha KeHW Of MapriHanU3vpaHu 3aefHULM O MeXaHU3MUTe
3a 3awWwTnTa op Anckpumurauuja” (“Equality Now: Monitoring Report on the Access of Women from Marginalized Communities to Protection
Mechanisms against Discrimination”) (Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, 2026), https://mhc.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/
izveshtaj-za-pristapot-na-zheni-od-marginalizirani-zaednici-do-mehanizmite-za-zashtita-od-diskriminacija.pdf.
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Hate speech

During the 2025 Local Elections, widespread instances of hate speech were systematically recorded,
reflecting a direct connection between political competition and the deepening of societal divides.
Across the first and second rounds in October 2025, 107 incidents of hate speech were registered,
35% grounded in ethnicity, 24.5% in national identity, and 20.3% in political affiliation.>% This points
to the link between electoral competition and deepening social divisions, particularly along ethnic
lines.> In response to the increased number of incidents, the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights
issued a statement regarding hate speech during the election campaign, calling on political actors
to refrain from provocative rhetoric and noting that female candidates are particularly exposed to
sexist attacks.’®® During the elections, Roma civil society organisations condemned a racist state-
ment made by a municipal councillor in Negotino hate speech towards Roma that degrades the
Roma community, pointing to the ongoing marginalisation of Roma communities and the lack of
accountability for racist speech by public officials.>®® The post-election period in November 2025 saw
a sustained level of hostility, with 90 additional hate speech incidents documented, 53% based on
ethnicity, 31% on national orientation, 13% on sexual orientation, and 13% on political affiliation.>°
This period was characterized by intense delegitimization, blame-shifting, and coordinated targeting
directed at political opponents, journalists, activists, and marginalized social groups.

Other cases of hate speech during the reporting period that provoked reactions from prosecutorial
authorities include incitement to hatred, discord, and intolerance following Nazi salutes, insults, and
threats directed at the director of the Holocaust Fund;*" the dissemination of racist and xenophobic
material through social media;* and a hate crime involving damage to another's property,*® specifi-
cally part of the Embassy of Bulgaria in Skopje, which prompted a sharp reaction from the Bulgarian

506 Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, ,/38ewaj 3a rosopor Ha ompasa 3a Bpeme Ha nokantuTe u36opu - okromspu 2025" (Report on Hate
Speech During the Local Elections - October 2025), March 2026, https://mhc.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/izveshtaj-za-govo-
rot-na-omraza-za-vreme-na-lokalnite-izbori-oktomvri-2025.pdf.pdf.

507 Natasha Petkovska, ,MoHuTopuHr-u3BewTaj 3a roBopoT Ha OMpasa - rapaHuuja 3a seMokparcku u3bopu” (Monitoring Report on Hate Speech
- Guarantee for Democratic Elections), (Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, 2026), https://mhc.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/
monitoring-izveshtaj.pdf.

508 ,XencUHWIKMOT KOMUTET OCTPO pearupa NpoTUB roBOPOT Ha oMpasa Bo u3bopHuor npouec” (The Helsinki Committee Reacts Strongly against
hate speech in the electoral process), Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, 13 October 2025, https://mhc.org.mk/news/helsinshki-
ot-komitet-ostro-reagira-protiv-govorot-na-omraza-vo-izborniot-proces/.

509 ,Pacuctuuka usjasa Ha coetHuk Bo OnwuHa Heroturo” (Racist statement by a councilor in the Municipality of Negotino), Romalitico, 24
October 2025, https://romalitico.org/24/10/2025/vesti/rasistichka-izjava-na-sovetnik-vo-opshtina-negotino/.

510 Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, ,/38ewraj 3a rosopor Ha ompasa Bo noctus6opHuoT nepuog - Hoemspu 2025 roguxa” (Report on
Hate Speech in the Post-Election Period - November 2025), April 2026, https://mhc.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/izveshtaj-pos-
tizboren-period.pdf.

511 ,V3BuMKyBan HauMCTUYKA MO3APABM ¥ FO MLyeN Ha repMaHcKu jasuk aupektopot Ha GoHaoT Ha xonokaycrot- 0JO Ckonje nokpeHa 06BUHEHME
npotue 59-roguwen Max” (Shouted Nazi salutes and cursed in German at the director of the Holocaust Fund - BPPO Skopje filed charges
against a 59-year-old man), Telma TV, 9 October 2025, https://telma.com.mk/2025/10/09/izvikuval-naczistichki-pozdravi-i-go-pczu-
el-na-germanski-jazik-direktorot-na-fondot-na-holokaustot-ojo-skopje-pokrena-obvinenie/.

512 ,OXPUTAHEL| OBJABYBAJT PACUCTUYKI COLIPYXMHI [lo6u npujasa 3a rosop Ha ompa3sa” (Ohrid resident published racist content - re-
ceived a hate speech report), Plusinfo, 20 November 2025, https://plusinfo.mk/ohri-anec-ob-avuval-rasistichki-sodrzhini-dobi-pri-ava-za-
govor-na-omrazay.

513, 0681HUTENCTBOTO MOBEAE MOCTANKa 3a AE/0 0 OMPa3a NPOTUB JIMLETO LTO CKPLIM CTAKNOo Ha Bre3oT Ha byrapckara ambacaga” (Prosecution
initiated proceedings for a hate crime against the person who broke glass at the entrance of the Bulgarian Embassy), Sakam da kazham, 13
January 2026, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/obvinitelstvoto-povede-postapka-za-delo-od-omraza-protiv-litseto-koe-skrshi-stak-
lo-na-vlezot-na-bugarskata-ambasada/.
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs,™ while the Macedonian Ministry of Foreign Affairs condemned the attack
as an isolated incident.

The data shows that hate speech is not limited to isolated incidents, but rather intensifies during
politically sensitive periods and most frequently triggers existing ethnic, national, and political di-
vides. Particularly significant is that the ethnic basis increases from 35% during the elections to
53% in the post-election period. At the same time, the noticeable action taken by the prosecution
in individual cases represents a positive signal, but the question remains whether the institutional
response is sufficiently systematic and preventive relative to the scale and repetitive nature of the
phenomenon.

Roma

The October 2025 local elections highlighted risks to the physical safety of and racist rhetoric to-
ward Roma, threatening their political participation and rights. At the beginning of October 2025,
a Roma candidate for municipal councilor in Vinica was physically assaulted,®® an incident strongly
condemned by the Ombudsperson®® and Roma civil society organizations®” as a threat to Roma po-
litical participation. Although a positive electoral outcome saw Roma councilors elected in multiple
municipalities for the first time,*® cases of hate speech towards Roma were registered. Roma civil
society organizations condemned a racist statement by a municipal councilor in Negotino,** leading
the BPPO Kavadarci to submit a proposal for charges related to spreading racism and advocating for
a ban on Roma voting.® However, physical attacks were not isolated solely to the election period.
In October 2025, the European Roma Rights Centre (ERRC) reported a case where an 8-year-old
Roma child was tortured and forced at knifepoint to kiss the shoes of racist perpetrators,’? while
in June 2026, a brutal physical assault on a young man in Kumanovo sparked strong demands for
non-selective justice 2

514 ,byrapckoto MHP Benu gexa 6una HanagHarta HusHaTa ambacapa Bo Ckorje, 6apa uctpara o MakegoHckute Bnactv” (Bulgarian MFA says
its embassy in Skopje was attacked, demands investigation from Macedonian authorities), Sakam da kazham, 11 January 2026, https://sdk.
mk/index.php/makedonija/bugarskoto-mnr-veli-deka-bila-napadnata-nivnata-ambasada-vo-skopje-bara-istraga-od-makedonskite-vlasti/.

515 ,KaHpguzator 3a coBetHuk nperenan Bo Bunuua cé ywre e Bo koma, MBP ce ornacu 3a uHymgentor” (The candidate for councilor beaten in
Vinica is still in a coma, Mol issued a statement regarding the incident), Sloboden pechat, 3 October 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/
kandidatot-za-sovetnik-pretepan-vo-vinica-se-ushte-e-vo-koma-mvr-se-oglasi-za-incidentot/.

516 ,Peakuuja Ha Hapophuot npasobpanuten” (“Reaction of the Ombudsman”), Official website of the Ombudsman of the Republic of North
Macedonia, 3 October 2025, https://ombudsman.mk/single/announcement,/reakcija-np.

517 ,JasHa ocypa 3a HanapoT Bp3 KaHauaaT 3a coserHuk 8o Buruua” (Public condemnation for the attack on a candidate for councilor in Vinica),
Romalitico, 3 October 2025, https://romalitico.org/03/10/2025 vesti/javna-osuda-za-napadot-vrz-kandidatot-za-sovetnik-vo-vinicza/.

518 ,W36panu coetHuum Pomu - nokantu usbopu 2025 (Elected Roma councilors - local elections 2025), Romalitico, 20 October 2025, https://
www.facebook.com/photo/?bid=1229306405889372&set=a.547435844076435.

519 ,Pacuctuyka usjasa Ha coetHuk Bo OnwuHa Heroturo” (Racist statement by a councilor in the Municipality of Negotino), Romalitico, 24
October 2025, https://romalitico.org/24/10/2025/vesti/rasistichka-izjava-na-sovetnik-vo-opshtina-negotino/.

520 ,HeroTuHel 06BuHET 3a pacu3am, Ha CoLMjanHu MpeXM NoBuKysan Ha Pomute fa um ce 3abpanu macatbe Ha u36opu” (Negotino resident ac-
cused of racism, on social networks called for Roma to be banned from voting in elections), Sakam da kazham, 15 November 2025, https://sdk.
mk/index.php/makedonija/negotinets-obvinet-za-rasizam-na-sotsijalni-mrezhi-povikuval-na-romite-da-im-se-zabrani-glasane-na-izbori/.

521 Bernard Rork, “North Macedonia: Terrified Eight-Year-Old Romani Boy Forced at Knifepoint to Kiss the Shoes of His Racist Tormentors,”
European Roma Rights Centre, 24 November 2025, https://bit.ly/4xvgMe2.

522 ,JasHa peakuuja: 3a Hanagot Bp3 Mnaguot Anuyan Memetu o Kymanoso” (Public reaction: On the attack against the young Alican Memeti
from Kumanovo), Romalitico, 26 June 2026, https://romalitico.org/26/06/2026/vesti/javna-reakczija-za-napadot-vrz-mladiot-alidhan-me-
meti-od-kumanovo/.
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During the reporting period, certain legal achievements were also attained before domestic courts
and international human rights mechanisms. At the national level, on 20 November 2025, a final
judgment by the Appellate Court Skopje confirmed that the state, through the non-implementation
of the Law on Unregistered Persons, commits systemic discrimination, consequently, Roma individu-
als who are issued documents through a special civil registry book to continue to face barriers that
block their access to fundamental civil rights.>> On the other hand, in February, the United Nations
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (UN CERD) issued a decision in the case of
Salim and Others v. North Macedonia,®* establishing that the state violated the International Con-
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination through the practice of confiscating
passports and restricting freedom of movement for individuals returned from EU countries.’? In this
regard, the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (ECRI) of the Council of Europe
notes that although there is partial progress regarding the status of the majority of undocument-
ed persons, the recommendation is assessed as partially implemented because approximately 160
Roma still have not resolved their personal documentation status.>

In addition to legal progress, there were also certain legislative and policy initiatives during the
reporting period. Namely, a positive step in educational policies was the December 2025 decision
by the Ministry of Education and Science to introduce Roma educational mediators in secondary
education.’? Furthermore, in December 2025, the Draft Law on Social Housing was publicly pre-
sented>® and later published on ENER in February 2026. Following the submission of the Draft Law
for opinions to all competent line ministries, and after receiving feedback and comments from the
line ministries, the Ministry of Social Policy, Demographics, and Youth resubmitted the draft Law
into further government procedures for inter-institutional alignment.*® In May 2026, consultative
meetings supported by the 0SCE commenced to develop the National Action Plan for Roma Women
and Girls (2026-2028), aimed at fulfilling international recommendations to strengthen economic
independence, prevent early marriages, and reduce school dropout rates.°

523 ,KoHeuHata cyacka npecyaa ja noTBpAyBa OArOBOPHOCTA HA ApKaBata 3a CUCTEMCKM MPOMYCTU WTO v ocTasaar Pomute Ge3 npuctan go
nuunmM gokymerty Bo CesepHa Makegoruja” (Final court judgment confirms the state's responsibility for systemic shortcomings leaving
Roma without access to personal documents in North Macedonia), Macedonian Young Lawyers Association, 23 December 2025, https://
myla.org.mk/51753/.

524 Decision adopted by the Committee under article 14 of the Convention, regarding communication No.71/2020, CERD/C/116/D/71/2020,
(Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 2026), https://www.errc.org/uploads/upload_en/file/5775_filel_cerd-c-
116-d-71-2020_uv.pdf.

525 “Roma win UN case over confiscation of passports and travel bans in North Macedonia”, European Roma Rights Centre, 11 March 2026,
https://www.errc.org/press-releases/roma-win-un-case-over-confiscation-of-passports-and-travel-bans-in-north-macedonia.

526 European Commission against Racism and Intolerance, ECRI Conclusions on the Implementation of the Recommendations in Respect of
North Macedonia Subject to Interim Follow-Up.

527 ,MOH BoBene pomcku 06pa3oBHM MesujaTopu 1 Bo cpeHoTo obpasosanme” (MoES introduced Roma educational mediators in secondary ed-
ucation as well), Sloboden pechat, 24 December 2025, https:/ /www.slobodenpecat.mk/mon-vovede-romski-obrazovni-medijatori-i-vo-sred-
noto-obrazovanie/.

528 ,JasHa npeseHTauuja Ha Mpeanor-3akoHoT 3a couujanto gomysatse Bo CesepHa Makegonuja” (Public presentation of the Draft Law on Social
Housing in North Macedonia), Council of Europe Programme Office in Skopje, 15 December 2025, https://bit.ly/4zJoXEP.

529 Ministry of Social Policy, Demographics and Youth, “Response to a request for free access to public information”, 20 August 2026.

530 ,Pa3Boj Ha HaumoHanHWoT akumMCcky nnaH 3a XenuTe U aesojumtbara Pomku (2026 - 2028)" (Development of the National Action Plan for
Roma Women and Girls (2026-2028)), 0SCE Mission to Skopje, 4 May 2026, https://bit.ly/4gCq55e.
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The reporting period shows certain positive progress in political representation, education, and leg-
islative initiatives, as well as significant domestic and international decisions on protection against
discrimination. However, racist violence and hate speech, the unresolved consequences of personal
documentation issues, administrative barriers, and structural inequalities in housing, education, and
economic participation indicate that Roma continue to face multifaceted discrimination and limited
access to the effective protection of their rights.

Strengthen the child protection system, particularly prevention, detection, and coordinated action in cases
of violence, sexual abuse, exploitation, and child trafficking.

Provide specially equipped and adapted child-friendly interview rooms in all police stations across the
country, in accordance with international child-friendly justice standards.

Eliminate discriminatory barriers to exercising the right to education, educational assistance, and employ-
ment (including access to internship measures) for youth with disabilities and autism spectrum conditions.

Abolish the administrative requirement for repeated re-assessment every six months for persons with
permanent and irreversible disabilities, thereby preventing bureaucratic exhaustion of beneficiaries and
the irrational expenditure of public funds.

Ensure effective prevention and protection from gender-based and domestic violence through timely risk
assessment and institutional response, improved inter-institutional coordination, and sustainably funded
services for victims, with a particular focus on preventing femicides and implementing the Istanbul Con-
vention.

Strengthen the institutional response to hate speech and hate crimes and accelerate the inclusion of
Roma through effective investigation and prosecution of hate speech and hate crimes, specifically an-
ti-Roma racism, and the removal of structural discrimination in access to personal documents, education,
housing, employment, healthcare, and political participation.

Secure adequate funds and sustainability for the systemic implementation of the Draft Law on Social
Housing and the National Action Plan for Roma Women and Girls 2026-2028.
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Institution /
Area

TABLE: Key institutional indicators (Fundamental rights)

Indicator

Period

Description/Value

European Court | Total applications decided by ECtHR 2025 205 applications against North Macedonia
ORfithl;;n(aEnCtHR) Rejected / inadmissible applications 2025 194 rejected / inadmissible applications
Judgments finding violations 2025 7 judgments delivered in 11 cases; judgments
finding a violation of Article 6 of the ECHR
Applications decided Jan-Jul 2026 | 145 applications against North Macedonia
Rejected / inadmissible applications Jan-Jul 2026 | 140 rejected / inadmissible applications
Judgments finding violations Jan-Jul 2026 | 5judgments
Ombudsperson | Total complaints processed 2025 2,921 complaints (2,400 newly received and
registered; 521 carried over from 2024)
Highest number of violations - judiciary | 2025 307 cases (12.79%)
Violations - consumer rights 2025 264 cases (11%)
Violations - labour relations 2025 219 cases (9,13%)
Complaints concerning torture / inhu- | 2025 34 cases, compared 25 in 2024
man treatment
Complaints regarding rights/conditions | 2025 187 complaints
in prisons
Most complaints by area
National Staffing capacity 2026 Only 3 employees; serious staffing deficit, with
Preventive additional constraints on hiring external experts
Mechanism
(NPM) Budget 2026 Budget of 955,000 denars, increased compared
to 2025
Mol - Internal | Reports concerning the use of physical | 2025 57 submissions regarding the use of physical
Control force force by police officers against citizens; 4
complaints established for the criminal act of
"lll-treatment in the performance of duty"
Prisons and Overcrowding 2025/2026 104 prisoners per 100 available places; 146
Detention prisoners per 100,000 inhabitants
Facilities Average prison sentence length 2025/2026 118 months, compared to the European average
of 8.8 months
Personal Data | Staffing and occupancy 2025 17 employees (30% occupancy rate of system-
Protection atized positions)
Agency (PDPA) Complaints 2025 147 complaints; additionally 229 complaints
and reports related to social networks, of which
8 were for violation of children's personal data
protection rights.
Regulatory framework 2026 Draft amendments to the Law on Personal Data

Protection entered government procedure,
aiming for greater autonomy and independence
of PDPA and alignment with GDPR.
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Commission for | Total cases 2025 559 cases: 448 new and 111 carried over from
Prevention and 2024
Protection A : STy . 100/
inst Most common grounds of discrimina- | 2025 National/ethnic origin 22%; political belief 18%;
aDgaln_s inati tion personal characteristics and social status 17%;
scrimination education 11%; sex 10%; gender 8%
(CPPD)

Decisions 2025 359 decisions, of which 56 opinions with
established discrimination and 95 without
established discrimination

Complaints Jan-Jul 2026 | 210 complaints and 4 ex officio cases;

Decisions Jan-Jul 2026 | 187 decisions, of which 33 opinions with estab-
lished discrimination and 61 without established
discrimination

Staffing and independence 2025/2026 The selection of new members was accompa-
nied by public reactions; challenges remain
regarding financial autonomy and institutional
independence

National Implementation of the Action Plan 2025 0f 69 planned activities for 2025, 19 were im-
Strategy for 2025-2026 plemented and 30 were not implemented; 55%
Equality and of activities in the priority area for advancing
Non- the legal framework were not implemented
Discrimination

SSO - Children | Children reported for criminal offenses | 2025 505 children (3.9% increase compared to 2024)
in Conflict with

the Law Convicted children 2025 196 children (34.7% fewer convicted compared

to 2024)
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TABLE: Thematic indicators

Theme/Group Indicator Period Description
Torture and Complaints to the 2025 34 cases of torture, inhumane, and degrading treatment,
ill-treatment | Ombudsperson compared to 25 in 2024.

Submissions to Mol for use | 2025 57 submissions; 4 complaints established for the criminal

of physical force offense of "lll-treatment in the performance of duty."

Case before ECtHR 2026 In the case Musliu v. North Macedonia, the Government
acknowledged a violation of Article 3 of the ECHR regard-
ing physical abuse of a convicted person and the absence
of an effective investigation.

Prisons and Complaints concerning 2025 187 complaints; overcrowding, poor hygiene and deficien-
detention prison rights/conditions cies in healthcare were noted.
el Overcrowding rate 2025/26 | 104 prisoners per 100 available places.

Healthcare 2025/26 | Continuous shortage of medical staff and basic
medications; a telemedicine pilot project was
initiated.

Children - Child victims of sexual 2024 The analysis for 2020-2024 recorded 508 cases,
rights and abuse involving 455 girls and 52 boys.
flue e Child victims of sexual 2025 98 child victims

abuse

Children in conflict with 2025 Deficiencies in handling cases of children in conflict with

the law the law; institutions lack child-friendly interview rooms.

Environmental risk exposure | 2026 99.9% of children in North Macedonia are exposed to
harmful air pollution, droughts, and extreme heatwaves.

PDPA - Complaints and reports 2025 229 complaints and reports; 8 related to violations of the
Personal Data related to social networks right to personal data protection of children.
P Total complaints 2025 147 complaints submitted to PDPA.
Regulatory changes 2026 Draft amendments to the Law on Personal Data Protec-
tion entered government procedures.
Media and Reporters Without Borders | 2026 A drop from 42nd to 45th place.
freedom of Index ranking
expression
Hate speech Hate speech during the October [ 107 cases: 35% based on ethnicity, 24.5% on nationality
local elections 2025 and 20.3% on political affiliation.

Post-election hate speech [ Novem- | 90 cases: 53% based on ethnicity, 31% on national origin,

ber 2025 | 13% on sexual orientation and 13% on political affiliation.

CPPD - discrimination 2025/26 | The CPPD report indicates that only 8% of Roma women

against Roma women

are employed and that a significant proportion work in
the informal sector without adequate social and health
protection.
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Gender

Implementation of the 2025 0f 52 planned activities, 20 were not implemented and
Istanbul Convention 10 were only partially implemented; deficiencies were
identified in services, funding and staffing.
Political representation 2025 Only 4 women were elected mayors out of 32 female
local candidates.
elections
Access to protection against | 2025/26 | Only 2% of complaints submitted to the CPPD originate

discrimination

from women from marginalised communities; discrimina-
tion was established in 3.8% of complaints submitted by
women overall.
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24.mk. ,KoncturytusHa cepruua Ha Coetor 3a cnepetbe Ha pedpopmuTe Bo npasocyacrsoto”. (“Constitu-
tive session of the Council for Monitoring Reforms in the Judiciary”). 10 September 2025. https://24.mk/
details/konstitutivna-sednica-na-sovetot-za-sledenje-na-reformite-vo-pravosudstvoto

24 Vesti. ,79-roguwen Benewaxel, nps MakepoHel wWTo Ke HOCH anka HaMecTo fAa NeXu Bo 3aTsop”.
(“79-year-old Veles resident, first Macedonian to wear an ankle bracelet instead of serving time in pris-
on"). 2 October 2025. https://24.mk/details/79-godishen-veleshanec-prv-makedonec-koj-kje-nosi-al-
ka-namesto-da-lezhi-vo-zatvor

24 Vesti. ,06sunutenkara Jlenue Puctocka nogHece octaska”, (“Prosecutor Lenche Ristoska submitted
her resignation”). 2 April 2026. https://24.mk/details/obvinitelkata-lenche-ristoska-podnese-ostavka-1

24 Vesti. ,Ynen Ha obesbepyBaweto Ha Muukocku Bo nputsop: Ja npetenan conpyrata”. (“Member
of Mickoski's security detail in detention: Beat up his wife"). 4 May 2026. https://24.mk/details/
chlen-na-obezbeduvanjeto-mickoski-vo-pritvor-ja-pretepal-soprugata

360 stepeni. ,ABMY nosepie npeKpwoyHu noctanku npoTuB ywTe fBE TENEBU3UM 33 HEMOUUTYBaIE HA
us6opuuot monk”. (“AAVMS initiated misdemeanor proceedings against two more television stations
for non-compliance with election silence”). 20 October 2025. https://360stepeni.mk/avmu-pove-
de-prekrshochni-postapki-protiv-ushte-dve-televizii-za-nepochituvane-na-izborniot-molk/

360 stepeni. ,ABMY: oBegeHu ce npeKpLOYHM NOCTaNKK NPOTUB fABE TeNEBU3UM 3a MPEKpLIYBake Ha
uz6opHuot monk”. (“AAVMS: Misdemeanor proceedings initiated against two television stations for viola-
tion of election silence”). 19 October 2025. https://360stepeni.mk/avmu-povedeni-se-prekrshochni-po-
stapki-protiv-dve-televizii-za-prekrshuvane-na-izborniot-molk/

360 stepeni. ,Akuujata Ha 0JOTOKK 6una ussepena no ussecryBamwe of AHB - ocomHuuenu ce 20 nuua
33 UHAHCUCKU KpuMUHAN TexoK 4,8 Munuonn espa”. (“BPPO-POCC operation was conducted following
a report from the NSA - 20 persons suspected of financial crime worth 4.8 million euros”). 16 Janu-
ary 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/aktsijata-na-ojo-gokk-bila-izvedena-po-izvestuvane-od-anb-osomni-
cheni-se-20-litsa-za-finansiski-kriminal-tezhok-4-8-milioni-evra/

360 stepeni. ,Anenauuja npecyau Bo KopucT Ha AHfyweB - ja opbu xanbata Ha UPJ 3a TymbaTta op
6usHucmeHoT aeka 6un kneseten npep net rogunu”. (“Appellate Court ruled in favor of Angjushev - re-
jected IRL's appeal regarding the lawsuit by the businessman claiming defamation five years ago”). 25
February 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/apelatsija-presudi-vo-korist-na-angushev-ja-odbi-zhalbata-na-
irl-za-tuzhbata-od-biznismenot-deka-bil-kleveten-pred-pet-godini/

360 stepeni. ,Aptan py6u pewn pa ce Bpatu Bo Makepgonuja, npusepet e Ha M 'bnaue™ (“Artan Grubi
decided to return to Macedonia, detained at ‘Blace’ border crossing”). 23 February 2026. https://360ste-
peni.mk/artan-grubi-reshi-da-se-vrati-vo-makedonija-priveden-e-na-gp-blatse/

360 stepeni. ,Bnapara ro npegnara cyaujata Henap Casecku 3a HoB gpxaseH jaBed o6Bunuten”. (“The
Government proposes judge Nenad Saveski as new State Public Prosecutor”). 10 March 2026. https://
360stepeni.mk/vladata-go-predlaga-sudijata-nenad-saveski-za-nov-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel /

360 stepeni.,,Bnaparaja ycouna uxdhopmauujata 3a aktuHocTute Ha Komucujata 3a usbop Ha kaHaupaTH
3a cyauja o Crpasbyp”. (“The Government adopted the information on the activities of the Committee for
the Selection of Candidates for Judge in Strasbourg”). 13 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/vlada-
ta-ja-usvoila-informatsijata-za-aktivnostite-na-komisijata-za-izbor-na-kandidati-za-sudija-vo-strazbur
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360 stepeni. ,BMPO-AIMMHE 6apa octaska op wecor Ha 0JO TOKK, Ncnam Abasu, no 3anupameTo Ha
nocTankara 3a Habaskute Ha masyt 3a TEL| ,Herotuno™. ("VMRO-DPMNE demands the resignation of the
Head of BPPO-POCC, Islam Abazi, following the termination of the procedure regarding the procurement of
fuel oil for TPP “Negotino™). 12 May 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/vmro-dpmne-bara-ostavka-od-shefot-
na-ojo-gokk-islam-abazi-po-zapiraneto-na-postapkata-za-nabavkite-na-mazut-za-tets-negotino/

360 stepeni. ,Bpakaweto Ha goBepbaTa Bo HapofHUOT NpaBobpaHNTEN € NPUOPUTET - NoOpaya HOBUOT
ombyacman Baron Cerbamu no cranysarwero Ha ¢yHkumjata”. (“Restoring trust in the Ombudsman is
a priority - said the new ombudsman Faton Seljami upon taking office”). 26 January 2026. https://
360stepeni.mk/vrakaneto-na-doverbata-vo-narodniot-pravobranitel-e-prioritet-poracha-noviot-om-
budsman-faton-selami-po-stapuvaneto-na-funktsijata/

360 stepeni. ,[awn HajaBu HOB ornac 3a u3bop Ha unew Ha Cyackuot coset Ha npeanor Ha Cobpanueto
cnopeg HosuoT 3aKkoH". (“Gashi announced a new call for the election of a Judicial Council member nomi-
nated by the Assembly under the new law"). 15 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/gashi-najavi-nov-
oglas-za-izbor-na-chlen-na-sudskiot-sovet-na-predlog-na-sobranieto-spored-noviot-zakon/

360 stepeni.,./IYV nogHece KpuBMYHA NPOTMB MUHUCTEPOT 3a NPaBAA 3a NONpeYyBatbe Ha UMNIEMeHTaLKjaTa
Ha anbanckuort jasuk”. (“DUI filed criminal charges against the Minister of Justice for obstructing the im-
plementation of the Albanian language”). 17 February 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/dui-podnese-krivich-
na-protiv-ministerot-za-pravda-za-poprechuvane-na-implementatsijata-na-albanskiot-jazik/

360 stepeni. ,3apyxeHneto Ha jaBHu obBuHuTenu 6apa CobpaHueTo fa ru nosneye 3aKOHCKUTE U3MEHH
3a nnatute”. (“The Association of Public Prosecutors requests the Assembly to withdraw the statutory
amendments on salaries”). 25 February 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/zdruzhenieto-na-javni-obvinite-
li-bara-sobranieto-da-gi-povleche-zakonskite-izmeni-za-platite/

360 stepeni. ,3apyxeHueTo Ha cyauu 6apa MTHO ogMp3HYBatbe Ha NnaTuTe Unu Hajasysa nporect”, (“The
Association of Judges demands an urgent unfreezing of salaries or announces a protest”). 2 March 2026.
https://360stepeni.mk/zdruzhenieto-na-sudii-bara-itno-odmrznuvane-na-platite-ili-najavuva-protest/

360 stepeni. ,3HaerweTo Hema 3abpaHeT jasuKk - mopavaa CTyAeHTUTE Ha MpOTECTOT 3a Monarawe Ha
npasocysHuUoT ucnuT Ha anbaucku”. (“Knowledge has no forbidden language’ - students declared at the pro-
test for taking the bar examination in Albanian"). 18 May 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/foto-video-znaene-
to-nema-zabranet-jazik-porachaa-studentite-na-protestot-za-polagane-na-pravosudniot-ispit-na-albanski/

360 stepeni. ,3HM u CCHM: OpbuBareto Ha anbara Ha UPJT op Anenauuckuor cyp Ckonje gononHutento
Hé MOTMBMpA Aa CTOMMe 3aj MCTpaxyBaukoto HoBuHapcTeo”. (“AJM and SSNM: The rejection of IRL's
appeal by the Appellate Court Skopje further motivates us to stand behind investigative journalism").
25 February 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/znm-i-ssnm-odbivane-na-zhalbata-na-irl-od-apelatsiski-
ot-sud-skopje-dopolnitelno-ne-motivira-da-stoime-zad-istrazhuvachkoto-novinarstvo/

360 stepeni. ,360p Ha wedp Ha 0JO Ckonje: dupocku 6un ybepnus Ha uxTepsjyTo, bybeBcku - eAUHCTBEH CO
nporpama 3a pa6ora”. (“Eletion of Head of BPPO Skopje: Fidoski was convincing in the interview, Bubevski
- the only one with a work program”). 20 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/izbor-na-shef-na-ojo-sko-
pje-fidoski-bil-ubedliv-na-intervjuto-bubevski-edinstven-so-programa-za-rabota/

360 stepeni. ,JaBHOOOBUHMTENCKM CnyxbGeHUUM pearmpaa AeKa HOBOTO 3aKOHCKO pelleHHe He e
pecropmcku ucuekop”. (“Public prosecutorial service staff reacted that the new legal solution is not a
reformative step forward"). 12 June 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/javnoobvinitelski-sluzhbenitsi-reagi-
raa-deka-novoto-zakonsko-reshenie-ne-e-reformski-ischekor/

360 stepeni. ,Kape 3arnaBu usbopor Ha Mepu [luka 3a yctaBHa cyaujKa, a kage 3akonute 3a JO u 3a BUCOKO
o6pasosanue”. ("Where did the election of Meri Dika for constitutional judge stall, and where are the laws
on the Public Prosecutor's Office and higher education”). 14 June 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/video-
kade-zaglavi-izborot-na-meri-dika-za-ustavna-sudijka-a-kade-zakonite-za-jo-i-za-visoko-obrazovanie/
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360 stepeni. ,Kouescku cu nogHece ocraska op dyHKuujata apxaseH Jasen o6sunuten”. (“Kocevski re-
signed from the position of State Public Prosecutor”). 16 December 2025. https://360stepeni.mk/kot-
sevski-si-podnese-ostavka-od-funktsijata-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel/

360 stepeni. ,Kpusuuen um oppenu 30-gHeBeH nputBOp Ha boroes u Ha Tpojuata ApYrM OCOMHUYEHN 33
3noynotpebu Bo Llapunarta”. (“Criminal Court orders 30-day detention for Bogoev and three other sus-
pects for abuses in Customs”). 3 June 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/krivichen-im-odredi-30-dneven-prit-
vor-na-bogoev-i-na-trojtsata-drugi-osomnicheni-za-zloupotrebi-vo-tsarinata/

360 stepeni. ,KpuuuHa 3a ekcrpapoHayanHukot Ha Kuueso - Bpabotun uetupu nuua v um go3sonun aa
He ogarT Ha pabota, a aa 3emaar nnata”. (“Criminal charges against former mayor of Kicevo - employed
four persons and allowed them to draw salaries without attending work”). 29 January 2026. https://
360stepeni.mk/krivichna-za-eksgradonachalnikot-na-kichevo-vrabotil-chetiri-litsa-i-im-dozvolil-da-ne-
odat-na-rabota-a-da-zemaat-plata/

360 stepeni. ,JleHue Puctocka anconyTHo He e BO Mrpa 3a HOB ApXaBeH jaBeH 00BUHMTEN, Benu
npemuepot”. (“Lenche Ristoska is absolutely not in the running for new State Public Prosecutor, says
the Prime Minister”). 19 February 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/lenche-ristoska-apsolutno-ne-e-vo-ig-
ra-za-nov-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel-veli-premierot

360 stepeni. ,Muukocku ouekyBa Buwoto jaBHo obBuHUTENcTBO Aa opnyum no xanbata Ha ECM 3a
cnyyajot ,Masyt™. (“Mickoski expects the Higher Public Prosecutor’s Office to decide on ESM's appeal in
the “Fuel Oil" case”). 21 May 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/mitskoski-ochekuva-vishoto-javno-obvinitel-
stvo-da-odluchi-po-zhalbata-na-esm-za-sluchajot-mazut/

360 stepeni. ,Munucrepor ®unkoB He rnepa ycTaBHa OCHOBA fAa Ce Monara NpaBOCYAHUOT UCMUT Ha
an6aucku jasuk”. (“Minister Filkov sees no constitutional basis for taking the bar examination in the
Albanian language”). 9 February 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/ministerot-filkov-ne-gleda-ustavna-os-
nova-da-se-polaga-pravosudniot-ispit-na-albanski-jazik/

360 stepeni. ,Harawa Kpcresa-Llanesa octanysa B. 4. weduua Ha Buwoto jaBHo obBunutenctso Ckonje,
opnyuu Coetot Ha JO". (“Natasha Krsteva-Caleva remains acting head of the Higher Public Prosecutor’s Of-
fice Skopje, Council of Public Prosecutors decided"). 11 June 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/natasha-krste-
va-tsaleva-ostanuva-v-d-shefitsa-na-vishoto-javno-obvinitelstvo-skopje-odluchi-sovetot-na-jo/

360 stepeni. ,Hema notpeba op enekTpoHcka anka 3a CTOPUTENM Ha CEMEjHO HACUNCTBO - CMeTa
MHo3uHcTBoTo Bo Cobpauero”. ("No need for an electronic ankle monitor for domestic violence perpe-
trators', considers the majority in Parliament”). 18 March 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/nema-potre-
ba-od-elektronska-alka-za-storiteli-na-semejno-nasilstvo-smeta-mnozinstvoto-vo-sobranieto/

360 stepeni. ,Henap CaBecku e HoB pp)xaBeH jaBeH 06BMHUTEN - fobu nopppwka op 66 npateHuym Bo
Cobpanuero”. (“Nenad Saveski is the new State Public Prosecutor - received support from 66 MPs in the
Assembly”). 18 March 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/nenad-saveski-e-nov-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel-do-
bi-poddrshka-od-66-pratenitsi-vo-sobranieto/

360 stepeni. ,068uHenme 3a foko Puctos: Anenauuckuot cyaujata cam ru 3asupan 350 000 espa”. (“In-
dictment against Gjoko Ristov: appellate judge himself walled in the 350,000 euros”). 20 April 2026.
https://360stepeni.mk/obvinenie-za-goko-ristov-apelatsiskiot-sudijata-sam-gi-zazidal-350-000-evra/
360 stepeni.,,06BuHeHue 32 NopaHelHaTa AUPEKTOPKA U 3a yLUTe CeAYMMUHA 3a NPOHEBEPU U 3N10yNoTpebu
8o [punenckara 6onuuua”. (“Indictment against former director and seven others for embezzlement and
abuse in Prilep Hospital”). 29 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/obvinenie-za-poraneshnata-direk-
torka-i-ushte-sedummina-za-proneveri-i-zloupotrebi-vo-prilepskata-bolnitsa/

360stepeni.,068uHeHue npoTuB cepuckuotybuer on KymaHoBcko - My ce3akaHyBagoxusotensarsop”.(“In-
dictmentfiled againstserial killer from Kumanovo region - faces lifeimprisonment”). 19 June 2026. https://
360stepeni.mk/obvinenie-protiv-seriskiot-ubiets-od-kumanovsko-mu-se-zakanuva-dozhivoten-zatvor/
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360 stepeni. ,06BunuTenkara Nlenue Puctocka nogHece octaska”. (“Prosecutor Lenche Ristoska submit-
ted her resignation”). 2 April 2026. https://24.mk/details/obvinitelkata-lenche-ristoska-podnese-os-
tavka-1

360 stepeni. ,06BuHuTenkata Puctocka b6apa jaBHo u3BMHYBawe of npemuepor Muukocku nopagu
HaBpeau M uMucnenn Tepaewa”. (“Prosecutor Ristoska demands a public apology from Prime Minis-
ter Mickoski due to insults and fabricated claims"). 8 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/obvinitelk-
ata-ristoska-bara-javno-izvinuvane-od-premierot-mitskoski-poradi-navredi-i-izmisleni-tvrdena/

360 stepeni. ,06BuHUTeNCTBOTO 6apa npuTBop 3a ABe Nuua of CnynyaHe - cunysane ManoneTHUYKa, na
3a napu ja yueHysane co ekcnauuuthu dpotorpacun”. (“Prosecution requests detention for two people
from Slupchane - raped a minor, then blackmailed her for money with explicit photos”). 10 January
2026. https://360stepeni.mk/obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor-za-dve-litsa-od-slupchane-siluvale-malolet-
nichka-pa-za-pari-ja-utsenuvale-so-eksplitsitni-fotografii/

360 stepeni. ,06BMHUTENCTBOTO ja MOTBPAM 3aTBOPCKATA KasHa 3a CTacdpa u nopHece o6BUHEHME NpOTHUB
anenaumckuot cyauja foko Puctos”. (“Prosecution confirms prison sentence for Stafa and files indictment
against appellate judge Gjoko Ristov”). 17 April 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/obvinitelstvoto-ja-potvr-
di-zatvorskata-kazna-za-stafa-i-podnese-obvinenie-protiv-apelatsiskiot-sudija-goko-ristov/

360 stepeni. ,068uHuTENCTBOTO Npepnara fpybu fa oy Bo KyKeH NpuTBOp - Ce npujaBun fobpoBonHo
u Bo lllytka He Moxe ga My ce rapantupa besbegHocta”. (“Prosecution proposes house arrest for
Grubi - surrendered voluntarily and security cannot be guaranteed in Shutka"). 23 February 2026.
https://360stepeni.mk/obvinitelstvoto-predlaga-grubi-da-odi-vo-kuken-pritvor-se-prijavil-dobrovol-
no-i-vo-shutka-ne-mozhe-da-mu-se-garantira-bezbednosta/

360 stepeni. ,OppepeH um e 30-gHeBeH NPUTBOP HAa OCYMMMHA Of OCOMHWYEHWTE 33 MUJIMOHCKUOT
dunancucku kpumunan”. (“30-day detention ordered for eight of the suspects in the multi-million fi-
nancial crime”). 16 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/odreden-im-e-30-dneven-pritvor-na-osummi-
na-od-osomnichenite-za-milionskiot-finansiski-kriminal /

360 stepeni.,0JO TOKK ja 3anpe noctankata npotus Kanywescku, Cynkocku, Jaxocku u ywTe feBet nuua
3a Habaskute Ha masyt 3a TEL| ,Herotuno™. (“BPPO-POCC stopped the procedure against Kapushevski,
Sulkoski, Jahoski and nine other persons regarding the procurement of fuel oil for TPP “Negotino™).
12 May 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/ojo-gokk-ja-zapre-postapkata-protiv-kapushevski-sulkoski-jahos-
ki-i-ushte-devet-litsa-za-nabavkite-na-mazut-za-tets-negotino/

360 stepeni. ,,0J0 nopHece obBuHeHue 3a 21-roguwHuk of CBetu Hukone koj ja npetenan u 15 vaca ja
ApXen 3aknyyeHa cBojata bpemena aesojka”. (“BPPO filed an indictment against a 21-year-old from Sveti
Nikole who beat his pregnant girlfriend and kept her locked up for 15 hours"). 21 February 2026. https://
360stepeni.mk/ojo-podnese-obvinenie-za-21-godishnik-od-sveti-nikole-koj-ja-pretepal-i-15-chasa-ja-
drzhel-zakluchena-svojata-bremena-devojka/

360 stepeni. ,0J0 Ckonje ke uctpaxysa panu Bo LieHTtapor 3a couujantu paboTu HeKoj CTOpUN KPUBUUHO
Aeno Bo cnyyajort co xeHara Bo Kapnow”. (“BPPO Skopje will investigate whether someone in the Cen-
ter for Social Work committed a criminal offense in the case of the woman in Karposh”). 3 June 2026.
https://360stepeni.mk/ojo-skopje-ke-istrazhuva-dali-vo-tsentarot-za-sotsijalni-raboti-nekoj-storil-
krivichno-delo-vo-sluchajot-so-zhenata-vo-karposh/

360 stepeni. ,OtBopeHa ucTpara 3a 3noynotpebu Bo Llapuxckata ynpasa - 0JOTOKK 6apa nputsop 3a
Boroes u 3a ywre Tpu nuua”. (“Investigation opened for abuses in the Customs Administration - BP-
PO-POCC requests detention for Bogoev and three other persons”). 3 June 2026. https://360stepeni.
mk/otvorena-istraga-za-zloupotrebi-vo-tsarinskata-uprava-ojo-gokk-bara-pritvor-za-bogoev-i-za-ush-
te-tri-litsa
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360 stepeni. ,[Toronema camocTojHOCT Ha 06BMHUTENUTE U BOBEAYBatHE jaCEH CUCTEM HA 3aCNYTH - OfP)KAHA
jaBHa pacnpasa 3a HOBMOT 3aKoH 3a JaBHo o6BunuTencTo”. (“Greater independence for prosecutors and
the introduction of a clear merit system - public hearing held on the new Law on Public Prosecutor's
Office”). 17 March 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/pogolema-samostojnost-na-obvinitelite-i-vovedu-
vane-jasen-sistem-na-zaslugi-odrzhana-javna-rasprava-za-noviot-zakon-za-javno-obvinitelstvo/

360 stepeni.,,[opaxewHuot gpxxaseH npaBobpanuten ®exmu Cracpa npusHa BuHa - ke fobue kasHa 3aTBop
0A efHa roguHa u Tpu Meceun”. (“Former State Attorney Fehmi Stafa pleads guilty - to receive a prison
sentence of one year and three months”). 16 April 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/poraneshniot-drzhav-
en-pravobranitel-fehmi-stafa-prizna-vina-ke-dobie-kazna-zatvor-od-edna-godina-i-tri-mesetsi/

360 stepeni. ,MopaHewnuot apxasen npaBobpanuten ®exmu Ctadpa ocTaHysa Bo NPUTBOP - CYAOT MY
ro npogomxu 3a Hosu 30 peHa”. (“Former State Attorney Fehmi Stafa remains in custody - court ex-
tends detention by another 30 days"). 14 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/poraneshniot-drzhav-
en-pravobranitel-fehmi-stafa-ostanuva-vo-pritvor-sudot-mu-go-prodolzhi-za-novi-30-dena/

360 stepeni. ,[p8 cnyuaj Ha cepucku ybuew co enemeHTH Ha heMuunpa Bo MakepoHuja - oBuapor op
Crapo HaropuuaHe ke ce ToBapu BkynHo 3a wecr y6ucrsa”. (“First case of a serial killer with elements of
femicide in Macedonia - shepherd from Staro Nagorichane to be charged with a total of six murders”).
14 May 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/prv-sluchaj-na-seriski-ubiets-so-elementi-na-femitsid-vo-make-
donija-ovcharot-od-staro-nagorichane-ke-se-tovari-vkupno-za-shest-ubistva/

360 stepeni. ,llpeameTute Ha Kou pabotena o6BUHUTENKaTa TpajueBa noBp3aHu co Tpareaujata Bo Kouanu
e 6upat uTHO fopenenu Ha Apyr obsunuten”. (“The cases prosecutor Trajcheva worked on related to the
tragedy in Kochani will be urgently assigned to another prosecutor”). 28 March 2026. https://360ste-
peni.mk/predmetite-na-koi-rabotela-obvinitelkata-trajcheva-povrzani-so-tragedijata-vo-kochani-ke-bi-
dat-itno-dodeleni-na-drug-obvinitel /

360 stepeni. ,[petcepatenkata ru npepgnoxu Cysana Jowescka-AHactacoBcka u Apnunpa Kappu-
LWaxuxosuk 3a unexosu Ha Cyackuor coset”. (“The President proposed Suzana Joshevska-Anastasovska
and Arlinda Kadri-Shahinovikj as members of the Judicial Council”). 9 January 2026. https://360stepeni.
mk/pretsedatelkata-gi-predlozhi-suzana-joshevska-anastasovska-i-arlinda-kadri-shahinovik-za-chle-
novi-na-sudskiot-sovet/

360 stepeni. ,lpusepen 33-roguwhuk on Kapbunum - co meceuyu cunyBan ManonetTHuuKa u U npexen
3apasHa 6onect”. (“33-year-old man detained in Karbinci - raped a minor for months and transmitted
an infectious disease to her"). 10 June 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/priveden-33-godishnik-od-karbin-
tsi-so-mesetsi-siluval-maloletnichka-i-prenel-zarazna-bolest/

360 stepeni. ,lpoHajgen e nounHat ocypenuk Bo wrunckuot 3ateop”. (“Deceased convict found dead in
Shtip prison”). 16 December 2025. https://360stepeni.mk/pronajden-e-pochinat-osudenik-vo-shtipski-
ot-zatvor/

360 stepeni. ,PaboTu rpynu Ha CyackuoT coBeT yTBpAMAE NponycTH Kaj cyaujata foko Puctos - npegMeTy
ce uysane Bo (huoka fo 3acrapysawe”. (“Working groups of the Judicial Council identified omissions
regarding judge Gjoko Ristov - cases were kept in a drawer until the statute of limitations expired").
11 March 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/rabotni-grupi-na-sudskiot-sovet-utvrdile-propusti-kaj-sudija-
ta-goko-ristov-predmeti-se-chuvale-vo-fioka-do-zastaruvane/

360 stepeni. ,Puctocka so Munkocku: 360poT Ha HoB apKaBeH jaBeH 06BUHUTEN Mopa Aa bupe 3acHoBaH
Ha KBanutet,a He Hanogo6Hoct”. (“Ristoska to Mickoski: The selection of a new State Public Prosecutor must
be based on quality, not suitability”). 20 February 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/ristoska-do-mitskos-
ki-izborot-na-nov-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel-mora-da-bide-zasnovan-na-kvalitet-a-ne-na-podobnost/
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360 stepeni. ,Pogutenute Ha xprBute op ,llync” nobapaa Bpakawe Ha obBuHuTenkata TpajueBa
Ha cnyyauTe nosp3aHu co Tparepujata Bo Kouanu™ (“The parents of the victims of ‘Pulse’ requested
the return of prosecutor Trajcheva to the cases related to the tragedy in Kochani”). 28 March 2026.
https://360stepeni.mk/roditelite-na-zhrtvite-od-puls-pobaraa-vrakane-na-obvinitelkata-trajche-
va-na-sluchaite-povrzani-so-tragedijata-vo-kochani/

360 stepeni. ,CaBecku ja npesege gomkHocTa apwaseH jaeH obsuHuten”. (“Saveski assumed office
as State Public Prosecutor”). 19 March 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/saveski-ja-prezede-dolzhnos-
ta-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel/

360 stepeni. ,Ce uHTepBjyupaat kanaupatute 3a cyauja co ECYMN so Crpasbyp”. (“Candidates for judge at
the ECtHR in Strasbourg are interviewed"). 20 October 2025. https://360stepeni.mk/se-intervjuiraat-
kandidatite-za-sudija-vo-eschp-vo-strazbur/

360 stepeni. ,CunyBan 12-roguwHo pesojue, a ce gonuwysane u Ha couujantute mpexxu - 0JO butona
otBopu uctpara”. (“Raped a 12-year-old girl, and they also communicated on social networks - BPPO
Bitola opened an investigation”). 13 June 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/siluval-12-godishno-devo-
jche-a-se-dopishuvale-i-na-sotsijalnite-mrezhi-ojo-bitola-otvori-istraga/

360 stepeni. ,CkonjaHew ja npeTenan u i ce 3aKaHyBan Co HOX Ha CBojaTa NapTHepKa, 06BUHUTENCTBOTO
6apa nputeop”. (“Skopje man beat and threatened his partner with a knife, prosecution requests deten-
tion"). 16 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/skopjanets-ja-pretepal-i-se-zakanuval-so-nozh-na-svo-
jata-partnerka-obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor/

360 stepeni. ,Cnyuaj ,Onkonoruja 2*: Excaupektop Bo @30 Benu gexa ®onpot Heman o6Bpcka aa Bpwm
duHaHcucku koHTponu Bo Knunukara 3a onkonoruja”. (“Oncology 2' case: Former HIF director says the
Fund had no obligation to conduct financial audits at the Oncology Clinic"). 23 January 2026. https://
360stepeni.mk/sluchaj-onkologija-2-eksdirektor-vo-fzo-veli-deka-fondot-nemal-obvrska-da-vrshi-fi-
nansiski-kontroli-vo-klinikata-za-onkologija/

360 stepeni. ,Cobpanueto ru usbpa Kagpu-llaxunosuk u Jowescka-AHacTacoBcka 3a HOBM UNEHKU HA
Cyackuot coset”. (“The Assembly elected Kadri-Shahinovikj and Joshevska-Anastasovska as new mem-
bers of the Judicial Council”). 12 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/sobranieto-gi-izbra-kadri-shahi-
novik-i-joshevska-anastasovska-za-novi-chlenki-na-sudskiot-sovet/

360 stepeni. ,Cobpanuero ru ycBoM 3aKoHuTe 3a cyAcka u jaBHoobBuHuTencka cnyxba”. (“The Assembly
adopted the laws on judicial and public prosecutor's service”). 26 June 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/
sobranieto-gi-usvoi-zakonite-za-sudska-i-javnoobvinitelskata-sluzhba/

360 stepeni. ,Cobpanuero ro usrnaca Agem Yyuysms 3a Hos npetcepaten Ha IKCK". (“Assembly voted Adem
Chuchulj as new President of SCPC"). 3 December 2025. https://360stepeni.mk/sobranieto-go-izgla-
sa-adem-chuchul-za-nov-pretsedatel-na-dksk/

360 stepeni. ,Coserot Ha JO it ocTaBu Ha Bnagara pa usbupa mMery ueTBopuLa KaHAUAATH 33 HOB ApXKaBeH
jasen o6euxuten”. (“Council of Public Prosecutors left it to the Government to choose among four can-
didates for new State Public Prosecutor”). 17 February 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/sovetot-na-jo-os-
tavi-na-vladata-da-izbira-megu-chetvoritsa-kandidati-za-nov-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel/

360 stepeni. ,CouujanHute cnyxbu npenat ru eBMfEeHTUpaANe NOYMHATATA XKEHA U HEjSUHUOT COMpYr BO
OKTOMBpM NaHK No noaHeceHa Tyx6a 3a passog”. (“Social services first registered the deceased woman
and her husband in October last year following a divorce lawsuit”). 3 March 2026. https://360step-
eni.mk/sotsijalnite-sluzhbi-prvpat-gi-evidentirale-pochinatata-zhena-i-nejziinot-soprug-vo-oktom-
vri-lani-po-podnesena-tuzhba-za-razvod/
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360 stepeni. ,Cpegba Ha Muukocku co Kacamu u co Meyutu: ce bapa yctaBHo pewenue 3a ynotpeba
Ha jasuuuTe Npu nonarawe Ha npasocyaHuot ucnut”. (“Meeting of Mickoski with Kasami and Medziti: a
constitutional solution is sought for the use of languages during the bar examination”). 18 May 2026.
https://360stepeni.mk/sredba-na-mitskoski-so-kasami-i-so-medhiti-se-bara-ustavno-reshenie-za-up-
otreba-na-jazitsite-pri-polagane-na-pravosudniot-ispit/

360 stepeni. ,CraH Bo concTBeHocT Ha Ipap Ckonje of AeHecKa e wWenTep-LeHTap 3a XPTBU Ha CeMejHO
Hacuncteo”. (“Apartment owned by the City of Skopje becomes a shelter center for victims of domes-
tic violence as of today”). 19 March 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/stan-vo-sopstvenost-na-grad-sko-
pje-od-deneska-e-shelter-tsentar-za-zhrtvi-na-semejno-nasilstvo/

360 stepeni. ,Cyaujata foko Puctos Herupa BuHa 3a cosupanute 350 000 espa Bo cemejHaTa Kyka Bo
Herotuuo". (“Judge Gjoko Ristov denies guilt for the walled-in 350,000 euros in the family house in Ne-
gotino”). 28 May 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/sudijata-goko-ristov-negira-vina-za-sozidanite-350-000
-evra-vo-semejnata-kuka-vo-negotino/

360 stepeni. ,CynckuoT coBeT BpeMeHo ro cycneHAMpa of CyAuja B.A. NpeTCefaTenoT Ha roCTUBapCKUOT
CyA, 0COMHUYeH 3a npuMatbe Muto". (“Judicial Council temporarily suspends acting president of Gostivar
court suspected of taking bribe"). 15 May 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/sudskiot-sovet-vremeno-go-sus-
pendira-od-sudija-v-d-pretsedatelot-na-gostivarskiot-sud-osomnichen-za-primanemito/

360 stepeni. ,CypckuoT coBeT fBa AeHa Ke pacnpaBa no ToukuTe of 534. cegHuULA Ha uuj fHEBEH pefd e U
npecepaHot co cyaujkata flykoscka”. (“The Judicial Council will debate for two days on the agenda items
of the 534th session, which includes the precedent with Judge Dukovska”). 12 January 2026. https://
360stepeni.mk/sudskiot-sovet-dva-dena-ke-rasprava-po-tochkite-od-534-sednitsa-na-chij-dneven-red-
e-i-presedanot-so-sudijkata-dukovska/

360 stepeni. ,Cypckuot coser ja npegnara Mepu [luka 3a ycraBHa cyaujka, Enusabeta [lykoscka ucnagHa
nopagu (He)gosonen crax”. (“The Judicial Council proposes Meri Dika for constitutional judge, Elizabe-
ta Dukovska dropped out due to (in)sufficient tenure”). 25 March 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/sudski-
ot-sovet-ja-predlaga-meri-dika-za-ustavna-sudijka-elizabeta-dukovska-ispadna-poradi-ne-dovolen-stazh/

360 stepeni. ,CyackuoT coBeT Ha 3aTBOpeHa cefHULA oAnydysawe no bapamwero 3a noBTopyBate Ha
nocrankarta npotus paspewenuot cyauja Pubapes”. (“The Judicial Council decided in a closed session
upon the request for repetition of procedure against the dismissed judge Ribarev”). 15 April 2026.
https://360stepeni.mk/sudskiot-sovet-na-zatvorena-sednitsa-odluchuvashe-po-baraneto-za-povtoru-
vane-na-postapkata-protiv-razresheniot-sudija-ribarev/

360 stepeni. ,Tenauka nomery 3atopenuuy 8o ,Mapuszoso” - egen e nospegen”. (“Fight between prison-
ers in ‘Idrizovo’ - one is injured”). 2 April 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/tepachka-pomegqu-zatvorenit-
si-vo-idrizovo-eden-e-povreden/

360 stepeni. ,Tpu 06BMHUTENKM W BBajLUA CYANM Ce NpUjaBUNE HA OINIACOT 3a APIKABEH jaBeH 06BUHUTEN,
pokoT uctekysa Ha nonHok". (“Three female prosecutors and two judges applied for the announcement for
State Public Prosecutor, deadline expires at midnight"). 26 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/tri-ob-
vinitelki-i-dvajtsa-sudii-se-prijavile-na-oglasot-za-drzhaven-javen-obvinitel-rokot-istekuva-na-polnok/
360 stepeni. ,Yancen e ®exmn Craca, nopaHewen apxased npasobpanuten”. (“Fehmi Stafa, former
State Attorney, arrested”). 14 December 2025. https://360stepeni.mk/uapsen-e-fehmi-stafa-poranesh-
en-drzhaven-pravobranitel/

360 stepeni. ,YkpapeHoTo Mopa fa ce BpaTH Kaj HapojoT - nopaya MuLKOCKM Ha KOHCTUTYTUBHATA
ceaHuua Ha HaunoHanHmoT coBet 3a pUHAHCUCKM UCTparyu U KoHucKaumja Ha umot”. (“What was stolen
must be returned to the people,’ Mickoski stated at the constitutive session of the National Council
for Financial Investigations and Asset Confiscation”). 2 February 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/ukra-
denoto-mora-da-se-vrati-kaj-narodot-poracha-mitskoski-na-konstitutivnata-sednitsa-na-natsionalni-
ot-sovet-za-finansiski-istragi-i-konfiskatsija-na-imot/
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360 stepeni. ,®aton Cerbamu e u3bpaH 3a Hos HapopeH npasobpanuten”. (“Faton Seljami was elected as
the new Ombudsman”). 23 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/faton-selami-e-izbran-za-nov-naro-
den-pravobranitel/

360 stepeni. ,®30: Jluyata co nonpeveHoCT Ke ro ocCTBapyBaaT NpaBoTO Ha ocnobopyBawe of
napTuumMnauuja npeky cucremot ,Moe ocurypysarwe™. (“HIF: Persons with disabilities will exercise their
right to exemption from co-payment through the ‘Moe Osiguruvanje’ system”). 13 March 2026. https://
360stepeni.mk/fzo-litsata-so-poprechenost-ke-go-ostvaruvaat-pravoto-na-osloboduvane-od-partitsi-
patsija-preku-sistemot-moe-osiguruvane/

360 stepeni. ,®unkoB 6apa op ¢uHaHcuM UTHM BpaboTyBarba BO CYACKaTa W jaBHOOOBMHUTENCKaTa
cnyx6a”. (“Filkov requests urgent hires from Finance for the judicial and public prosecution services”).
23 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/filkov-bara-od-finansii-itni-vrabotuvana-vo-sudskata-i-jav-
noobvinitelskata-sluzhba/

360 stepeni. ,®unkos 6apa npeucnutyBawe Ha ognykata u ogrosopu of 0JO IOKK 3a 3anupamweto Ha
nocrankara 3a masytot”. (“Filkov demands a review of the decision and answers from BPPO-POCC regard-
ing the termination of the procedure for the fuel oil"). 13 May 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/filkov-ba-
ra-preispituvane-na-odlukata-i-odgovori-od-ojo-gokk-za-zapiraneto-na-postapkata-za-mazutot/

360 stepeni. ,®uHaHCcUCKa NOJHECE KPUBMYHA 33 MopaHewHMOT fupekTop Ha 'KomyHanHa xurueHa' -
0BO3MOXMN (U3NUKKM NULA Aa cTeKHaT kopuct of 68 500 espa”. (“Financial Police files criminal charges
against former director of ‘Communal Hygiene' - enabled individuals to acquire benefit of 68,500 euros”).
13 March 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/finansiska-podnese-krivichna-za-poraneshniot-direktor-na-ko-
munalna-higiena-ovozmozhil-fizichki-litsa-da-steknat-korist-od-68-500-evra/

360 stepeni. ,®uHaHcucka nogHece KpuuuHa npujasa npotus npercepatenot Ha PKE, bucnumocku®.
(“Financial Police files criminal charges against ERC President Bislimoski”). 29 January 2026. https://
360stepeni.mk/finansiska-podnese-krivichna-prijava-protiv-pretsedatelot-na-rke-bislimoski/

360 stepeni. deTupu ropuHu 3aTBop 3a ekcaupekTopot Apucbu M eAHa rofuHa U feceT Mecewu 33 AMUTH
Bo cnyuajot ,lepujatpuja™ (“Four years in prison for former director Arifi and one year and ten months
for Amiti in the ‘Geriatrics’ case”). 21 January 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/chetiri-godini-zatvor-za-eks-
direktorot-arifi-i-edna-godina-i-deset-mesetsi-za-amiti-vo-sluchajot-gerijatrija/

360 stepeni. ,Yetupu nuua 6pytanHo cunysane 13-roguwHo pesojue Bo Herotuncko - 0JO Kasapapum
nosege uctpara u 6apa nputeop”. (“Four people brutally raped a 13-year-old girl in the Negotino region
- Public Prosecutor's Office Kavadarci initiated an investigation and requested detention”). 29 Jan-
uary 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/chetiri-litsa-brutalno-siluvale-13-godishno-devojche-vo-negotins-
ko-ojo-kavadartsi-povede-istraga-i-bara-pritvor/

360 stepeni. ,llTunjaney HanmapHan u npuHypyBan 16-roguwHO pAeBojue HAa MONOBM AeEjCTB],
0O6BuxuTenctBoto 6apa nputeop”. (“A man from Shtip attacked and forced a 16-year-old girl into sex-
ual acts, Prosecution requests detention”). 21 June 2026. https://360stepeni.mk/shtipjanets-napad-
nal-i-prinuduval-16-godishno-devojche-na-polovi-dejstvija-obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor/

Alon. ,Cobpanuero co 73 rnaca ,3a" ro goHece 3akoHot 3a Cyacku coser”. (“The Assembly passed the
Law on the Judicial Council with 73 votes in favor”). 29 December 2025. https://alon.mk/macedonia/
sobranieto-so-73-glasa-za-go-donese-zakonot-za-sudski-sovet/

Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors “Pavel Shatev”. “Response to a request for free access to
public information”.

Aleksandra Trajanovska. ,EpnakBoct Cera: MoHuTOpMHI-M3BeWTaj 3a NpUCTANOT Ha IKeHU of
MapruHanu3upaHu 3aegHULM 0 MeXaHU3MUTE 3a 3aWTuTa o auckpumunaumja”. (“Equality Now: Monitor-
ing Report on the Access of Women from Marginalized Communities to Protection Mechanisms against
Discrimination”). Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, 2026. https://mhc.org.mk/wp-content/up-
loads/2026/03/izveshtaj-za-pristapot-na-zheni-od-marginalizirani-zaednici-do-mehanizmite-za-zash-
tita-od-diskriminacija.pdf
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Angela Delevska and Beba Zhagar. “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period October 2021 - Septem-
ber 2022". European Policy Institute - Skopje, December 2022. https://epi.org.mk/wp-content/uploads/
Shadow_report_eng.pdf

Angela Delevska and Beba Zhagar. “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period October 2022 - Sep-
tember 2023". European Policy Institute - Skopje, December 2023. https://epi.org.mk/wp-content/up-
loads/SH-report_2023_eng.pdf

Angela Delevska and Beba Zhagar. “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period October 2023 - Sep-
tember 2024". European Policy Institute - Skopje, December 2024. https://bit.ly/4iXnEMS

Antropol. ,JIMMHE ro og6u npeanorot Ha JleBuua 3a 3awTuta oA 0TKa3 Ha Gpemenute paboTHUUKK".
(“DPMNE rejected Levica's proposal for protecting pregnant workers from termination”). 12 February
2026. https://antropol.mk/2026/02/12 /dpmne-go-odbi-pred|-na-lev-za-zast-od-otkaz-na-brem-rab/

Antropol. ,CoBeTot Ha Kucena Boga oa6u unuumjatusa Ha Jleuua 3a 6ecnnatHu MeHCTpyanHu nponussoau
8o yunnuwrata”. (“The Council of Kisela Voda rejected Levica's initiative for free menstrual products in
schools”). 24 December 2025. https://antropol.mk/2025/12/24/sov-na-k-voda-odbi-inic-na-lev-za-be-
sp-ment-proiz-vo-ucil /

Beba Zhagar and Ardita Vejseli. “Shadow Report for Chapter 23 for the period October 2024 - September
2025". European Policy Institute - Skopje, December 2025. https://epi.org.mk/post/32883?lang=en

Bernard Rork. “North Macedonia: Terrified Eight-Year-Old Romani Boy Forced at Knifepoint to Kiss the
Shoes of His Racist Tormentors”. (“North Macedonia: Terrified Eight-Year-Old Romani Boy Forced at
Knifepoint to Kiss the Shoes of His Racist Tormentors"). European Roma Rights Centre, 24 November
2025. https://bit.ly/4xvgMe2

Blueprint Group for Judicial Reforms. ,W3BewrTaj 3a noctankara 3a u3bop Ha KaHAMAATH 3a u3bop Ha
cyauja Bo ECYNM". (“Report on the procedure for the selection of candidates for the election of a judge at
the ECtHR"). 2025. https://bit.ly/4acazdA

Blueprint Group for Judicial Reforms. ,M3BectyBame 3a HoBM Kputepuymu 3a uzbop Ha cyauja Bo
Esponckuor cyg 3a uosekosu npasa”. (“Notification regarding new criteria for the selection of a judge at
the ECtHR"). 5 May 2026. https://bit.ly/4qBqzMI

Brif.mk. ,Tpu roguxu 3aTBOp 1 NeT ropnHu 3abpaHa 3a BpLuetbe AejHOCT 3a rHeKonoroT AcaHu 3a ciyyajot
co poaunkata og flebap”. (“Three years in prison and a five-year ban on practicing for gynecologist Asani
in the case of the mother from Debar"). 21 November 2025. https://www.brif.mk/tri-godini-zatvor-i-pet-
godini-zabrana-za-vrshenje-dejnost-za-ginekologot-asani-za-sluchajot-so-rodilkata-od-debar/

Case of Gerovska-Pop¢evska v. North Macedonia (No. 2). Application no. 30989/20. European Court of
Human Rights, 5 May 2026. https://bit.ly/4xkhevD

Case of llievska and Zdraveva v. North Macedonia. Applications nos. 19689/21 and 42794/22. European
Court of Human Rights, 13 November 2025. https://bit.ly/4gskSxz

Case of Ribarev v. North Macedonia. Application no. 39987/22. European Court of Human Rights, 13
November 2025. https://bit.ly/4adjPOx

Case of Skrcheski v. North Macedonia. Application No. 37954/21. European Court of Human Rights, 12
May 2026. https://bit.ly/356Y5xW

Case of Taleski and Others v. North Macedonia. Applications Nos. 34261/23 and 7877/24. European Court
of Human Rights, 23 June 2026. https://bit.ly/4irET8y

Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. ,[loguwen u3BewTaj 3a pa6orara Ha
Komucujatasacnpeuysatbeusawrturaogauckpumutanujaza2025roguna”.(“"Annual ReportontheWorkofthe
Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination for 2025"). 2026. https://bit.ly/4hr3Tel
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Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. ,MHuuujaTuBa 3a u3MeHyBatbe U
AONONHYBatbe Ha 3aKOHOT 3a BUCoKo obpasosanue”. (“Initiative for Amendments and Supplements to the
Law on Higher Education”). 15 January 2026. https://bit.ly/4gHm6nq

Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. ,Mucnete 3a yTBpaeHa AupekTHa
UHTepceKuucka auckpumunauuja 08-247/9" (“Opinion on established direct intersectional discrimina-
tion 08-247/9"). 24 June 2026. https://bit.ly/3UkwREI

Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. ,Mucnete 3a ytBpayBatbe HHAUpeKTHA
AMCKPUMUHALU]a, KaKo U Heobe3beayBatbe Ha coofBeTHo npunaropysate 08-150/5" (“Opinion establish-
ing indirect discrimination, as well as failure to provide reasonable accommodation 08-150/5"). 3 April
2026. https://bit.ly/4ycBfaW

Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. ,Mucnetbe 3a yTBpayBatbe UHAMPEKTHA
BMCKpUMUHALM]A, KaKo U Heobesbepysate Ha cooaseTHo npunaropysare 08-382/5" (“Opinion estab-
lishing indirect discrimination, as well as failure to provide reasonable accommodation 08-382/5"). 2
June 2026. https://bit.ly/4gyuOn)

Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. ,OMLLTA NPEMOPAKA 3a 3awruTa op
AMCKPUMUHALM]A Ha XeHuTe nopasu GpemeHoct, parate U MajuMHcTBO Bo pabotHute ogHocu”. (“GENER-
AL RECOMMENDATION for protection against discrimination of women due to pregnancy, childbirth and
maternity in labor relations”). 23 April 2026. https://bit.ly/45TB7xy

Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. ,lloctanka no cnyx6ena gomkHocr
npotus DoHZOT 3a neH3ucko u uHBanuaCKo ocurypysatwe”. (“Ex-officio proceeding against the Pension
and Disability Insurance Fund"). 27 April 2026. https://bit.ly/4i0KqmC

Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. ,[lpecyna 3a cuctemcka AuckpuMnHaLuja:
WHAMBMAYanHUTe 3eMjopenku 6e3 enHaKoB MpUCTan [0 3[paBCTBEHO OCUrypyBake, MOTPeGHM ce UTHM
3akoHcku usmenn!”. (“Judgment on systemic discrimination: individual female farmers without equal access

to health insurance, urgent legislative amendments needed!”). 8 May 2026. https://bit.ly/4xyrpgg

Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination. “Response to a request for free ac-
cess to public information”.

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Decision adopted by the Committee under article
14 of the Convention, regarding communication No.71/2020, CERD/C/116/D/71/2020. 2026. https://
www.errc.org/uploads/upload_en/file/5775_filel_cerd-c-116-d-71-2020_uv.pdf

Council Directive (EU) 2024/1499 of 7 May 2024 on standards for equality bodies in the field of equal
treatment between persons irrespective of their racial or ethnic origin, equal treatment in matters of
employment and occupation irrespective of their religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation,
equal treatment between women and men in matters of social security and in access to and supply of
goods and services. Official Journal of the European Union, 2024. https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-con-
tent/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32024L1499

Council of Europe - Venice Commission. “Joint opinion on the draft laws on the Public Prosecutor’s Office
and on the Council of Public Prosecutors”. (“Joint opinion on the draft laws on the Public Prosecutor's Of-
fice and on the Council of Public Prosecutors”). 14 October 2025. https://www.venice.coe.int/webforms/
documents/default.aspx?pdffile=CDL-AD(2025)036-e

Council of Europe Programme Office in Skopje. ,EY u Cosetot Ha EBpona ja noaapxyBaat gurutanusauujara
Ha perucTpayujata Ha nopapouu 3a jasHute cnyxbesuum Bo CesepHa Makeponuja”. (“EU and Council of
Europe support digitalisation of gift registration for public officials in North Macedonia”). 30 Janu-
ary 2026. https://pjp-eu.coe.int/mk/web/horizontal-facility/news-on-corruption/-/asset_publisher/
DV79Ugcvnlle/content/eu-and-council-of-europe-support-digitalisation-of-gift-registration-for-pub-
lic-officials-in-north-macedonia
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Council of Europe Programme Office in Skopje. ,JaBHa npesenTauuja Ha lpepnor-3akoHoT 3a couujanHo
pomysatbe Bo CesepHa Makegonuja”. (“Public presentation of the Draft Law on Social Housing in North
Macedonia”). 15 December 2025. https://bit.ly/4zJoXEP

Council of Europe Programme Office in Skopje. ,CeBepra MakepoHuja uHMLMpa BoBeAyBate Ha
TeneMeAuLMHA BO 3APaBCTBEHATA 3aWTHTA BO neHuTeHyujapHute ycranosu”. (“North Macedonia initiates
introduction of telemedicine in healthcare within penitentiary institutions”). 23 February 2026. https://
bit.ly/3UiK94E

Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. “Response to a request for free access
to public information”.

DECISION, Application No. 43315/22, Fitim MUSLIU v. North Macedonia. European Court of Human
Rights, 26 February 2026. https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/#{%22itemid %22:[%22001-249030%22]}

Department of Internal Control, Criminal Investigations, and Professional Standards. ,M3Bewraj 3a
pa6oTaTa Ha 0AAenoT 3a BHaTpelHa KOHTPONA, KPUMUHANUCTUYKM UCTPAry, U NpociecHOHANHK CTaHAAPAK
80 2025 roguna”. (“Report on the work of the Department of Internal Control, Criminal Investigations,
and Professional Standards in 2025"). Ministry of Interior, 2026. https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-doc-
uments/oddel-za-vnatresna-kontrola-kriminalisticki-istragi-i-profesionalni-standardi-document-vcUK.
pdf

Deutsche Welle. ,Ocymmuna nog ucrpara 3a 3noynotpebu so [ipxasHa notapuja“. (“Eight persons under
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makedonija.com.mk/makedonija/profesorot-sasho-georgievski-i-advokatite-jordan-apostolski-i-nata-
sha-boshkovska-predlozheni-za-sudija-vo-eschp/

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 117/2024. ,[lenoBHuk 3a u3MeHyBatbe U
AONOJHYBAtbe HA AENOBHUKOT 3a pabota Ha Cyackuot coset Ha Peny6nuka CesepHa Makegonuja”. (“Rules
on Amending and Supplementing the Rules of Procedure of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North
Macedonia”).

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 192/2025. 3akoH 3a usMeHyBatbe Ha 3aKkoHoT
3a BpabotyBatbe Ha uHBanugHu nuua. (“Law on Amending the Law on Employment of Disabled Persons).
https://slvesnik.com.mk/lIssues/ab¢7aff5638b40baa548ad9646084651.pdf
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for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 13/2026. Yka3 3a npornacyBatbe Ha 3aKoHoT 3a
U3MeHyBate U ROMONHYBatbe Ha 3aKOHOT 3a CUCTEMOT 3a NPOLEHKA Ha nuua co nonpeyeroct. (“Decree for
the Promulgation of the Law on Amendments and Supplements to the Law on the System for Assessment
of Persons with Disabilities”). https://portal.mdt.gov.mk/post-body-files/zakoni-mstp-file-jq34.pdf

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 23/2026. ,[lenosHuk 3a usMeHyBawe Ha
RenosHukot 3a pabora Ha Cyackuot coser Ha Penybnuka Cesepna Makeponuja”. (“Rules on Amending
the Rules of Procedure of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia”).

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 39/2025. ,PeweHue 3a umeHyBate HauuoHanex
koopauHatop 3a Meaujauuja”. (“Decision on the appointment of a national coordinator for mediation”).
https://dejure.mk/akti/akt/reshenie-za-imenuvanje-na-nacionalen-koordinator-za-medijacija

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 39/2026. ,3akoH 3a usMenyBame Ha 3aKkoHoT
3a NnaTuTe Ha jaBHUTe 00BUHMTENM", ,3aKOH 33 U3MeHyBake Ha 3aKOHOT 3a NNATUTE HA YNEHOBUTE HA
CoBetoT Ha jaBHUTe 06BMHUTENK", ,3aKOH 33 U3MeHYBatbe HA 3aKOHOT 3a NnaTuTe Ha cypuute”, ,3aKoH
3a U3MeHyBatbe Ha 3aKOHOT 3a nnaTuTe Ha uneHosute Ha Cyackuot coser”. (“Law Amending the Law on
Salaries of Public Prosecutors, Members of the Council of Public Prosecutors, Judges, and Members of
the Judicial Council").

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 102/2026. ,3akox 3a CoBeToT Ha jaBHuTE
o6sunutenu”. (“Law on the Council of Public Prosecutors”). 15 May 2026. https://sjorm.gov.mk/zakon-
za-sovetot-na-javnite-obviniteli-sl-vesnik-br-102-2026/

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No.111/2026.,3akoH 3a u3MeHyBatbe U 4ONONHYBatbE
Ha 3aKoHot 3a Megujaumja”. (“Law on Amending and Supplementing the Law on Mediation”).

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No.132/2026. ,3akoH 3a u3MeHyBatbe 1 ON0NHYBatbEe
Ha 3akoHot 3a Cyacku coset Ha Peny6nuka CesepHa Makeponuja”. (“Law amending and supplementing
the Law on the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia”). 17 June 2026. https://www.sobra-
nie.mk/detali-na-materijal.nspx?param=ac93209a-53dc-4a94-968a-09047b2¢9c5d

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 146/2026. ,3akoH 3a jaBHooGBMHMTENCKA
cnyx6a”. (“Law on Public Prosecutor’s Service”).

Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia, No. 146/2026. ,3akoH 3a Cyacka cnyx6a”. (“Law on
Judicial Service").

Official website of the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors “Pavel Shatev”. ,Akagemujata 3a
CYAUM ¥ jaBHU 06BUHUTENH CO rOPAOCT ru npeTcTasu 97 KAHANAATH 3a cyauu U jaBHu obBunuTenn”. (“The
Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors proudly presented the 97 candidates for judges and public
prosecutors”). 2025. https://bit.ly/48Yvzme

Official website of the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors “Pavel Shatev". ,3BectyBate 3a
pacnopep 3a nonaratbe Ha Tectot 3a uuterputet”. (“Announcement on the schedule for taking the integ-
rity test”). 3 November 2023. https://bit.ly/48VQGFL

Official website of the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors “Pavel Shatev". ,i3BectyBate oa
oppaHata 240. cepruua Ha Ynpasxuot opbop Ha Akagemuja 3a cyauu v jaru o6sunuTenu”. (“Announce-
ment from the 240th session held by the Management Board of the Academy for Judges and Public
Prosecutors”). 22 October 2025. https://bit.ly/3YxwSno

Official website of the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors “Pavel Shatev”. ,U3BectyBamwe op
OApXkaHa 242. cegHnua Ha YnpasHuot opbop Ha Akapemuja 3a cyauu u jasru obunutenn”. (“Announce-
ment on the 242nd Session of the Management Board of the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecu-
tors”). 25 December 2025. https://bit.ly/4a7XgtB



for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services. ,U36pan gupekrtop Ha AreHyujaTa
3a ayano u ayauosusyennu meguymcku yenyru”. (“Director elected for the Agency for Audio and Audiovi-
sual Media Services"). 26 December 2025. https://bit.ly/4gwPFYN

Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services. ,M3roten u3Bewraj 3a
npepusbopHoTo MeguyMcko npetcrasysate o 10 asryct o 28 centemspu 2025 (“Report prepared
on pre-election media coverage from 10 August to 28 September 2025"). 7 October 2025. https://bit.
ly/3UaM6Qz

Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services. ,AcTpaxyBareTo Ha MUCNereTO
Ha jaBHOCTA 3a MeguyMuTE BO (hOKYCOT Ha jaBHMOT cocTaHok Ha ABMY”. (“Public opinion research on me-
dia featured at AAVMS public meeting"). 30 March 2026. https://bit.ly/3SW21Sk

Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services. ,OTBopeHa jaBHa pacnpasa 3a
Haupt-Boguy 3a undpnyencep(k)u, Bnorep(k)u, kpeatop(k)u Ha coppxunn”. (“Public consultation opened
on the Draft Guidelines for influencers, vloggers, and content creators”). 21 November 2025. https://bit.
ly/4y5dnT3

Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services. ,CoonwTenue 3a jaBHocT".
(“Press release”). 31 January 2026. https://bit.ly/4gZd4Dm

Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services. ,CoonwTenue 3a jaBHocT".
(“Press release”). 16 June 2026. https://bit.ly/4gp71Ib

Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services. ,YcBoen Boguu 3a undnyencep(k)
u, norep(k)u, kpeatop(k)u Ha coppxunn”. ("Adopted Guidelines for influencers, vloggers, and content
creators”). 25 December 2025. https://bit.ly/4xmOEJN

Official website of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services. ,®yHKkumnonepute pa ce
OfHecyBaar co nouut koH HoBuHapute”. (“Officials to show respect towards journalists”). 26 March 2026.
https://bit.ly/3UZkQoe

Official website of the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,3Bewraj 3a cnpoBepeHa nocranka
no ornacot 3a u3bop Ha uneH Ha Cypckuot coBeT Ha Penybnuka Cesepna Makeponuja wro ro usbupa
Cobpanuero Ha Penybnuka CeepHa MakegoHuja, co npepnor - nucra Ha kangugatu”. (“Report on the pro-
cedure conducted following the call for the election of a member of the Judicial Council of the Republic
of North Macedonia elected by the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia, with a proposed list of
candidates”). 4 June 2026. https://www.sobranie.mk/detali-na-materijal.nspx?param=eb03a051-ac56-
4955-810b-02dd1e6a296b

Official website of the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,\3BewTaj 3a cnpoBeaexa nocranka
no ornacot 3a u3bop Ha uneH Ha Cyackuot coeT Ha Penybnuka CesepHa Makeponuja wro ro usbupa
Cobpanuerto Ha Peny6nuka CeepHa Makegouuja, co npegnor-nucra Ha kangugatu”. (“Report on the pro-
cedure conducted following the call for the election of a member of the Judicial Council of the Republic
of North Macedonia elected by the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia, with a proposed list
of candidates”). https://www.sobranie.mk/detali-na-materijal.nspx?param=3658272c-3145-43ae-b788-
3e354679c60

Official website of the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Mpeanor Ha 3akoH 3a JaBHoTo
o6sunutencreo”. (“Draft Law on Public Prosecutor's Office”). 4 June 2026. https://www.sobranie.mk/
detali-na-materijal.nspx?param=ddb91fbc-a5aa-47b3-93f4-a0b39225fb8e

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,bapame utHa ucrpara 3a cepujata onnajx

m

Hanagu kot 'CnobogeH neyar™ (“We demand an immediate investigation into the series of online attacks
against ‘Sloboden pechat™). 7 April 2026. https://bit.ly/45PpR5f
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for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,Bnaparta ro oTBopu npouecor 3a aHTu-
SLAPP mexaHu3aM: cera ce oueKyBaaT KOHKpeTHW pewenuja”. (“Government initiates process for an-
ti-SLAPP mechanism: concrete solutions now expected”). 26 March 2026. https://bit.ly/4hXa2R9

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM 6apa utHa peakuuja Ha MHCTUTYLUUTE
no 3aKkaHuTe KoH HoBuHapoT Bugunoscku”. (“AJM demands immediate reaction from institutions follow-
ing threats against journalist Vidinovski"). 3 February 2026. https://bit.ly/4y5G0zt

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM 6apa utHo nocranyBawe no

npujasata 3a oxnajH Hanagu Bp3 ‘Cnobogen neuar™. ("AJM demands immediate action following the
report of online attacks on ‘Sloboden pechat™). 5 January 2026. https://bit.ly/4zL0000

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM 6apa peakuuja op HapnexHute
WHCTUTYLMM 33 CNYYajoT co HoBMHapKaTa AHeta bnaxescka”. ("AJM demands a reaction from competent
institutions regarding the case with journalist Aneta Blazevska"). 17 June 2026. https://bit.ly/45Tc390

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM ro ocynya nonpeuyBameto Ha
HoBUHapcKa ekuna Bo Tetoso u 6apa utHa uctpara”. ("AJM condemns the obstruction of a journalistic
crew in Tetovo and demands an immediate investigation”). 30 June 2026. https://bit.ly/4gqp2FZ

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM u CCHM: Octpa ocypa 3a
KOHTUHYMPAHUTE HANAZM W eTUKEeTUpatba Ha HoBuHapu U Meguymu”. (“AJM and SSNM: Strong condemna-
tion of continuous attacks and labeling of journalists and media”). 21 January 2026. https://bit.ly/3UoL-
cQv

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM u CCHM: NepcoHanuute nonutuukm
NpecMeTKU Co HOBUHApU M MefUyMU CTaHyBaaT 3arpukysauka npakca”. (“AJM and SSNM: Personal po-
litical reckonings with journalists and media are becoming a worrying practice”). 12 May 2026. https://
bit.ly/4qG80XQ

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM u CCHM: Mosukot Ha 0JO 3a
~BO3[PXKAHOCT" MOXe HeraTuBHO Aa ce npotonkyea” (“AJM and SSNM: BPPOQ's call for ‘restraint’ may be
interpreted negatively”). 29 March 2026. https://bit.ly/46sFJdZ

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM u CCHM: Monutuukute naptuu He
CMear jaBHo #a TapreTupaar HosuHapu u meguymu”. (“AJM and SSNM: Political parties must not publicly
target journalists and media"). 14 April 2026. https://bit.ly/4gnV0aR

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM nogHece npujasa go MBP 3a
ManuuMo3eH OHNajH Hanag Ha npogunute Ha ,Cnobopen neyar™. (“AJM filed a report to the Mol re-
garding a malicious online attack on the profiles of ‘Sloboden pechat™). 15 November 2025. https://bit.
ly/4bf5D8T

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM: be3 crabunxo dpunaHcupatbe Hema
cywtuHcku pedpopmu Bo MPT". (“AJM: Without stable funding, there are no essential reforms in MRT").
21 May 2026. https://bit.ly/45QKduM

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM: [la ce o6e36epn nouutyBarwe u
HenpeueHa pabota Ha MeguymckuTe paboTHuum Ha rnacaukute Mecta”. (“AJM: Respect and unhindered
work for media workers at polling stations must be ensured”). 19 October 2025. https://bit.ly/3UIZyB5

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM: 3akanute ko Pamu Mucnumu
Mopa Aa pobujat 6p3a u ecmkacha cyacka paspewnuua”. ("AJM: Threats against Rami Mislimi must re-
ceive a swift and effective judicial resolution”). 15 July 2026. https://bit.ly/4cAkkTZ

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM: JaBHute uHcTUTYUMM Mopa pa
obesbenar egHakos npucran 3a cute meguymu”. (“AJM: Public institutions must ensure equal access for
all media”). 8 May 2026. https://bit.ly/4cba4RS



for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM: Octpa ocysa 3a HanapoT Bp3

peaakuujata Ha 'Mudomarc™. ("AJM: Strong condemnation of the attack on the ‘Infomax’ editorial of-
fice”). 11 December 2025. https://bit.ly/4chzX2j

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,3HM: Mo uctekot Ha pokoT 3a usbop Bo
MPT, jaBHocTa ouekyBa kpepubunen u uenocHo Tpancnapenten npouec”. (“AJM: Following the expiration
of the MRT election deadline, the public expects a credible and fully transparent process”). 17 April 2026.
https://bit.ly/4zFJo5M

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,Meguymute ogrosapaar npep cBojata
ny6nuka, a ve npen naptuute”. (“The media are accountable to their audience, not to political parties”).
3 April 2026. https://bit.ly/4gzL)q6

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,Mpexara SafeJournalists ja ycsou
Nlexnapauujata 3a yHanpepyBate Ha 6esbegHocta Ha HoBuHapkuTe of 3anageH bankau”. (“The Safelour-
nalists Network adopted the Declaration on Enhancing the Safety of Women Journalists in the Western
Balkans"). 15 October 2025. https://bit.ly/4d7ulq9

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,M®H u E®H: Anenauuckuot cyg ru
HapywyBa npuHuunuTe Ha cnobogHoto Hosuxapcreo” (“IF) and EFJ: The Appellate Court violates the
principles of free journalism”). 27 February 2026. https://bit.ly/4qFBwgq

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,HOBWOT HALIPT-KOQEKC HA
HOBWMHAPUTE HA MAKEAOHWJA OTBOPEH 3A KOMEHTAPW". (“The new Draft Code of Journalists of
Macedonia open for comments”). 5 May 2026. https://bit.ly/4wVi3Kj

Official website of the Association of Journalists of Macedonia. ,0anyka Ha CoBetoT Ha yecta Ha 3HM no
npetcrakute npotus HouHapot Hespuj Agemu”. (“Decision of the Council of Honor of AJM regarding the
complaints against journalist Nevrij Ademi"). 14 November 2025. https://bit.ly/3NL2d3R

Official website of the Blueprint Group for Judicial Reforms. ,Peakuuja no noop HetpaHcnapeHTHoTO
pabotete Ha Cyacku coet Ha PCM Ha cepnuuata oppxana Ha 15 anpun 2026" (“Reaction regarding the
non-transparent operation of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia at the session held
on 15 April 2026"). 16 April 2026. https://bit.ly/4z0lGd9

Official website of the Blueprint Group for Judicial Reforms. ,Peakuuja no nosop ycBojyBare Ha
u3BewTajor 3a paborara Ha Cyacku coset Ha PCM Ha cepHuuata ogpxaHa Ha 22 anpun 2026". (“Reaction
regarding the adoption of the Work Report of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia at
the session held on 22 April 2026"). 23 April 2026. https://bit.ly/4xtf504

Official website of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Komucujata ru yrepgu
KaHgupaTuTe WTo Ke buaaT nokaHeTH Ha uHTepsjy 3a cyauja so ECYN Bo Ctpasbyp”. (“The Committee de-
termined the candidates to be invited for an interview for a judge at the ECHR in Strasbourg”). 8 October
2025. https://ustavensud.mk/archives/35996

Official website of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Mo Mucnemwero Ha
COBETOAABHMOT NaHen, KOMUCHjaTa NPepnoXu HOB KaHaMAaT 3a cyauja Bo Crtpasbyp”. (“Following the
opinion of the advisory panel, the committee proposed a new candidate for judge in Strasbourg”). 11 May
2026. https://bit.ly/4zBdWph

Official website of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,YctaBHuot cyp ro
NOHUWTH 3aKOHOT 33 U3MeHYBake Ha 3aKOHOT 3a NNaTUTe Ha cyauuTe AoHeceH Bo eBpyapu 2026 roguHa
o Cobpanuero”. (“The Constitutional Court annulled the Law Amending the Law on Salaries of Judges
enacted in February 2026 in the Assembly”). 8 April 2026. https://bit.ly/4hYQ9cl
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Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,loguwen
usBewTaj 3a pabotata Ha Cosetor Ha jasHu ob6BuHMTenu 3a 2025 roguxa”. (“Annual Work Report of
the Council of Public Prosecutors for 2025"). February 2026. https://sjorm.gov.mk/godishen-izvesh-
taj-za-rabotata-na-sovetot-za-2025-godina/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,[lononnysame
Ha nucTaTa Ha kaHpugatu”. (“Supplement to the list of candidates”). 27 April 2026. https://sjorm.gov.
mk/dopolnuvanje-na-listata-na-kandidati/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,3aknyuox PO
6p.03-3/2 op 01.04.2026 roguna“. (“Conclusion RO No. 03-3/2 of 01.04.2026"). 1 April 2026. https://
sjorm.gov.mk/zakluchok-ro-br-03-3-2-0d-01-04-2026-godina/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,3anuchuk oa
28-ma cegnnua”. (“Minutes of the 28th session”). 30 September 2025. https://sjorm.gov.mk/zapisnik-
0d-28-ma-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,/lucra
Ha kaugupatu no ornac 6p.08-84/1 og 25.11.2025 r.". (“List of candidates under Call No. 08-84/1 of
2511.2025"). 25 November 2025. https://sjorm.gov.mk/lista-na-kandidati-po-oglas-br-08-84-1-0d-25-
11-2025-g/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Jlucra Ha
npujaBeHu kaHgugatu no ornac - Cn. sectuk 6p.89/2026 op 27.04.2026" (“List of registered candidates
per announcement - Official Gazette No. 89/2026 of 27.04.2026"). 27 April 2026. https://sjorm.gov.mk/
lista-na-prijaveni-kandidati-po-oglas-sl-vesnik-br-89-2026-0d-27-04-2026

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Mucnemwe
Ha Coserot no npepnorot Ha Bnapara 3a paspewysate Ha JO va PCM". (“Opinion of the Council on the
Government's proposal for the dismissal of the Public Prosecutor of the Republic of North Macedonia”).
2 April 2025. https://sjorm.gov.mk/mislenje-na-sovetot-po-predlogot-na-vladata-za-razreshuvanje-na-
jo-na-rsm/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Ornac 3a us6op
Ha jasHu o6BunuTenn”. (“Call for the election of public prosecutors”). 25 November 2025. https://sjorm.
gov.mk/oglas-za-izbor-na-javni-obviniteli-3/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Ornac 3a u36op
Ha jaBHu ob6BuHuTenu og 21.4.2026 roguxa”. (“Announcement for the selection of public prosecutors from
21.4.2026"). 21 April 2026. https://sjorm.gov.mk/oglas-za-izbor-na-javni-obviniteli-od-21-04-2026-godina/
Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,lpaBuntuxk
33 HAUMHOT Ha Bofee Ha mocTanka 3a obesbepyBare M rapaHTUpatbe Ha CaMOCTOjHOCTA Ha jaBHUTE
o6susutenu”. (“Rulebook on the manner of conducting the procedure for ensuring and guaranteeing
the autonomy of public prosecutors”). 11 November 2025. https://sjorm.gov.mk/pravilnik-za-nachi-
not-na-vodenje-na-postapka-za-obezbeduvanje-i-garantiranje-na-samostojnosta-na-javnite-obviniteli/
Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,CoonwTenue
3a ofpxaHa pabotunHuua Ha Tema - PasrnepyBawe Ha [lenoBHukot 3a pabota Ha Cosetor co uen
yHanpepyBate Ha TpaHcnapenTHocta M otyetHocra”. (“Announcement on a held workshop on the topic
- Reviewing the Council's Rules of Procedure to enhance transparency and accountability”). 8 Octo-
ber 2025. https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-za-odrzhana-rabotilnica-na-tema-razgleduvanje-na-de-
lovnikot-za-rabota-na-sovetot-so-cel-unapreduvanje-na-transparentnosta-i-otchetnosta/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwretue
op 46-Ta cegruua”. (“Announcement on the 46th session”). 11 June 2026. https://sjorm.gov.mk/soop-
shtenie-od-46-ta-sednica/



for the period between October 2025 and June 2026

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,CoonwTenue
of oapxaHa 29. cepHuua”. (“Announcement on the held 29th session”). 11 November 2025. https://
sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-29-ta-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue
oA oppxaHa 32. cepruua”. (“Announcement on the held 32nd session”). 9 December 2025. https://sjorm.
gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-32-ra-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue
op oppxaHa 35-Ta cegHuua”. (“Announcement on the held 35th session”). 22 December 2025. https://
sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-35-ta-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue
op oppxana 36. cepruua”. (“Announcement on the held 36th session”). 20 January 2026. https://sjorm.
gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-36-ta-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,CoonwTenue
oA oapxaHa 37. cegruua”. (“Announcement on the held 37th session”). 30 March 2026. https://sjorm.
gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-37-ma-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwretue
of oppxaxa 38-ma ceguuua”. (“Announcement on the held 38th session”). 17 February 2026. https://
sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-38-ma-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue
oA oppxana 39. cegnuua”. (“Announcement on the held 39th session”). 25 February 2026. https://sjorm.
gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-sednica-4/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue
oA oapxaHa 40-Ta cepruua”. (“Announcement on the held 40th session”). 27 March 2026. https://sjorm.
gov.mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-40-ta-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue
oA oppxaHa 42. cepruua”. (“Announcement from the 42nd Session”). 8 April 2026. https://sjorm.gov.
mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-42-ra-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwtenue
oA oppxaHa 43. ceguuua”. (“Announcement on the held 43rd session”). 21 April 2026. https://sjorm.gov.
mk/soopshtenie-od-odrzhana-43-ta-sednica/

Official website of the Council of Public Prosecutors of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Crpareruja
32 KOMyHMKauuja u TpancnapentHoct 2025-2028". (“Communication and Transparency Strategy
2025-2028"). November 2025. https://sjorm.gov.mk/strategija-za-komunikacija-i-transparent-
nost-2025-2028/

Official website of the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Muukocku: Cyauute 6apaar
CyAcku byyet ganeky Haj eBponckuoT npocek, Aypu 75 % noseke, Koj ycrex ro nocTMrHaa 3a toj byyer”.
(“Mickoski: Judges demand a judicial budget far above the European average, up to 75% higher, what
success have they achieved for that budget”). 18 November 2025. https://vlada.mk/mk-MK/odno-
si-so-javnost/intervjua/mickoski-sudiite-baraat-sudski-budzet-daleku-nad-evropskiot-prosek-duri-75-
povekje-koj-uspex-go-postignaa-za-toj-budzet

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,foauwen u3BewrTaj 3a
pa6otata Ha Cypckuor coset Ha Penybnuka Ceepra Makeponuja 3a 2025 roguna”. (“Annual Work Re-
port of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia for 2025"). April 2026. http://sud.mk/
wps/wem/connect/ssrm/07c2cfb1-7280-49ca-91b2-c4279989f9fa/Y2026-SDN-%28GD%290428.pdf?-
MOD=AJPERES&CVID=pTe2UZo
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Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,EguxcTBena nocebna nucra®.
(“Single Special List"). 13 January 2026. https://bit.ly/3TKu5bw

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Ornac 3a usbop Ha uneH
Ha Cyacku coset Ha PCM". (“Announcement for the election of a member of the Judicial Council of the
Republic of North Macedonia”). 21 November 2025. https://bit.ly/4qlYwUV

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Ornac 3a usbop Ha
npetceparen Ha OcHoseH cyn beposo, OcHoseH cyn [lenueso u OcHosex cyn Pagosuw”. (“Announcement
for the selection of a president of the Basic Court Berovo, the Basic Court Delchevo, and the Basic Court
Radovish"). 21 November 2025. https://bit.ly/4tegvu

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Ornac 3a usbop Ha
npercegaten Ha YnpaseH cyg". (“Announcement for the selection of a president of the Administrative
Court"). 21 November 2025. https://bit.ly/4bqlxgM

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Ornac 3a npujaByBare
3auHTepecupaHu KaHAMAATH 3a cyauja Ha Ycrasen cyn Ha PCM™ (“Call for registration of interested can-
didates for a judge of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of North Macedonia”). 6 February 2026.
https://bit.ly/4hwZilb

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,CoonwreHue 3a usbpau uneu
Ha Cyncku coset”. (“Announcement on the elected member of the Judicial Council”). 30 January 2026.
https://bit.ly/3Un4nKc

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue Ha Cyncku
coser, BpxoseH cyn u 3gpyxenue Ha cygun”. (“Announcement of the Judicial Council, Supreme Court, and
Association of Judges"”). 14 November 2025. https://bit.ly/490cSn5

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue Ha Cynckuor
coseT Ha Penybnuka CeepHa Makeponuja u Bpxosruot cyp Ha Penybnuka Ceepra Makeponuja”. (“An-
nouncement of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia and the Supreme Court of the
Republic of North Macedonia”). 3 March 2026. https://bit.ly/4bDqQZB

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue op 254. cepruua
Ha Cypcku byyercku cosert - 27.08.2025 roguna”. (“Announcement from the 254th Session of the Judicial
Budget Council - 27.08.2025"). 27 August 2025. https://bit.ly/3Zbtiz)

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue og 257-1a
centuua Ha Cypcku byyetcku coset - 29.10.2025 roguua”. (“Announcement from the 257th Session of the
Judicial Budget Council - 29.10.2025"). 29 October 2025. https://bit.ly/4kaBkmb

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwtenue og 269-1a
centuua Ha Cyncku byyetcku coset - 23.04.2026 roguna”. (“Announcement from the 269th Session of
the Judicial Budget Council - 23.04.2026"). 23 April 2026. https://bit.ly/4fVOm6X

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue op 533. ceanuua
Ha Cypckuot coet Ha PCM oppxana Ha 11.12.2025 roguna”. (“Announcement from the 533rd session of
the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia held on 11.12.2025"). 11 December 2025. https://
bit.ly/3ZEUIUg

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,,CoonwTenue op 535-1a utHa
cenHuua Ha Cyackuor coser Ha PCM oppxana Ha 20.01.2026 rogusxa”. (“Announcement on the 535th ur-
gent session of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia held on 20.01.2026"). 20 January
2026. https://bit.ly/4bYc6Vp
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Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,CoonwTenue op 541-1a
ceptuua Ha Cypcku coet Ha Peny6nuka CesepHa Makegowuja - 22.04.2026 roguna“. (“Announcement
from the 541st session of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia - 22.04.2026"). 22 April
2026. https://bit.ly/4htxW6)

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue op 545. UTHA
ceaHnua Ha Cyacku coset Ha PCM - 15.05.2026 roguHa”. (“Announcement on the 545th URGENT session of
the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia - 15.05.2026"). 15 May 2026. https://bit.ly/45Ua2de

Official website of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,CoonwTenue op
npopomkeHneto Ha 536. ceguua Ha Cyackuot coset Ha PCM oppikaHa Ha 4.2.2026 roguna”. (“Announce-
ment from the continuation of the 536th session of the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Mace-
donia held on 4.2.2026"). 4 February 2026. https://bit.ly/3UkzbeE

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,JaBHa pacnpasa Bo Cobpanuero 3a pepnor-3akoHor 3a
NapHUYHA NOCTaNKa - efeH Of Haj3HauajHuTe pedpopMCKU 3aKoHH Bo obnacta Ha npasocyacTeoto”. (“Pub-
lic hearing in the Assembly on the Draft Law on Civil Procedure - one of the most significant reform laws
in the field of judiciary”). 9 June 2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/
javna-rasprava-vo-sobranieto-za-predlog-zakonot-za-parnicna-postapka-eden-od-najznacajnite-re-
formski-zakoni-vo-oblasta-na-pravosudstvoto

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,JaBHa pacnpasa no lpeanor-3akoHot 3a KoHtUCKaLKja Ha
Mot Bo rparaHcka nocranka”. (“Public hearing on the Draft Law on Confiscation of Property in Civil Pro-
ceedings”). 18 May 2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/javna-raspra-
va-po-predlog-zakonot-za-konfiskacija-na-imot-vo-gragjanska-postapka

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,[lenec ce ogpxa Bropata cegHuua Ha CoBetoT 3a cnepetbe Ha
pechopMuTe Bo MPaBOCYAHUOT CEKTOP, CO Koja MpeTcepaBalue MUHUCTEpOT 3a npasaa, Urop ®unkos”. (“To-
day the second session of the Council for Monitoring Reforms in the Judiciary was held, chaired by the
Minister of Justice, Igor Filkov"). 22 October 2025. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-jav-
nost/novosti/denes-se-odrza-vtorata-sednica-na-sovetot-za-sledenje-na-reformite-vo-pravosudniot-
sektor-so-koja-pretsedavase-ministerot-za-pravda-igor-filkov

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,3akoHoT 3a 3awTuTa Ha NMYHMTE MOAATOLM BMeryea BO
BnaguHa npoueaypa”. (“Law on Personal Data Protection enters government procedure”). 27 April 2026.
https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/zakonot-za-zastita-na-licnite-po-
datoci-vleguva-vo-vladina-procedura

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,3ronemen cTeneH Ha peanusauuja Ha pechopMCKUTE AKTUBHOCTH
Bo npasocyacteoto”. (“Increased degree of implementation of reform activities in the judiciary”). 22 April
2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/zgolemen-stepen-na-realizaci-
ja-na-reformskite-aktivnosti-vo-pravosudstvoto

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,06jasen Ha EHEP npeanor 3akonor 3a Cyackuor coser”. (“Draft
Law on the Judicial Council published on ENER"). https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-jav-
nost/soopstenija/objaven-na-ener-predlog-zakon-za-sudskiot-sovet

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,06jaBenn 3anuchuumte of Komucujata 3a Hapsop Hag AKMUC
Bo cygosute 3a 2025 roguna”. (“Published minutes from the Commission for Supervision of ACCMIS
in courts for 2025"). 25 December 2025. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soop-
stenija/objaveni-zapisnicite-od-komisijata-za-nadzor-nad-akmis-vo-sudovite-za-2025-godina

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,llpegnor-3akoHor 3a AkagemujaTta 3a cyauu 1 jaBHu 06BuHUTENH
e Bo BnaguHa npouepypa”. (“Draft Law on the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors is in govern-
ment procedure”). 27 April 2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/
predlog-zakonot-za-akademijata-za-sudii-i-javni-obviniteli-e-vo-vladina-procedura
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Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,[lpeanor-3akoHot 3a cyposute e objases Ha EHEP". (“Draft
Law on Courts published on ENER"). 30 June 2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-jav-
nost/novosti/predlog-zakonot-za-sudovite-e-objaven-na-ener

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,[lpeanor-3akoHort 3a cyacku byyer e o6jases Ha EHEP". (“Draft
Law on the Judicial Budget is published on ENER"). 25 June 2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/
odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/predlog-zakonot-za-sudski-budzet-e-objaven-na-ener

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,[lpeanoror Ha 3aKkoHoT 3a KpuBMYHaATa nocTanka e objaBeH
Ha EHEP". (“The draft Law on Criminal Procedure has been published on ENER"). 24 June 2026. https://
www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/predlog-na-zakonot-za-krivicnata-postap-
ka-e-objaven-na-ener

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,lpeanor-usmenute Ha 3aKoHOT 3a 3aWTUTa Ha NUYHUTE
nogatouy ce objasesu va EHEP". (“Draft amendments to the Law on Personal Data Protection published
on ENER"). 19 February 2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/soopstenija/
predlog-izmenite-na-zakonot-za-zastita-na-licnite-podatoci-se-objaveni-na-ener

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,Peanusauuja Ha Pa3BojHata cekTopcka cTpateruja 3a
npasocyacTeo gocturia 56,9%, a pedpopmuTe Bo cyacTeoTo U 06BMHUTENCTBOTO HagMUHAa 81%" (“Imple-
mentation of the Developmental Sectoral Strategy for the Judiciary reached 56.9%, while reforms in the
judiciary and prosecution exceeded 81%"). 2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-jav-
nost/novosti/realizacijata-na-razvojnata-sektorska-strategija-za-pravosudstvo-dostigna-569-a-refor-
mite-vo-sudstvoto-i-obviniteltvoto-nadminaa-81

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,®uxanusupan npegnor-3akoHot 3a Akagemujata 3a Cyauu u
jaBHM 06BMHMTENM Ha ABOAHEBHATA M30NaLMOHA ceckja Ha paboTHaTa rpyna co NOAApLIKA Of NPOEKTOT
.EU Support for Rule of Law™. (“Finalized draft law on the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecu-
tors during the two-day retreat session of the working group supported by the ‘EU Support for Rule
of Law' project”). 19 March 2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/
finaliziran-predlog-zakonot-za-akademijata-za-sudii-i-javni-obviniteli-na-dvodnevnata-izolaciona-se-

sija-na-rabotnata-grupa-so-poddrska-od-proektot-eu-support-for-rule-of-law

Official website of the Ministry of Justice. ,®unkos: HoBuot 3akoH 3a npobauuja BocnoctaByBa
noedpMKaceH CUCTeM, NOCUIHA pecouujanusaumja u noronema sawrtuta Ha xpreute”. (“Filkov: The new Law
on Probation establishes a more efficient system, stronger resocialization, and greater victim protec-
tion"). 12 May 2026. https://www.pravda.gov.mk/mk-MK/odnosi-so-javnost/novosti/filkov-noviot-za-
kon-za-probacija-vospostavuva-poefikasen-sistem

Official website of the Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Ornac 3a 3aMeHuum Ha HapopeH
npaBo6panuten 3a Penybnuka CeBepHa MakepoHuja 3a noapavjeto Ha Ckonje, KymaHoBo, Tetoso, LUtun,
butona u Crpymuua - HMNP Bp.1650/1" (“Call for deputy ombudspersons for the Republic of North Mace-
donia for the areas of Skopje, Kumanovo, Tetovo, Shtip, Bitola, and Strumica - NPR No. 1650/1"). 23
March 2026. https://bit.ly/4gUCmBJ

Official website of the Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Peakuuja Ha Hapopnuor
npaso6panuten”. (“Reaction of the Ombudsman”). 3 October 2025. https://ombudsman.mk/single/an-
nouncement/reakcija-np

Official website of the Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Coonwrenue go jaHocTa 3a
coctoj6ute Bo uHcTUTyumjata Hapopex npasobpanuten”. (“Public announcement on the situation in the
institution of the Ombudsman”). 24 December 2025. https://ombudsman.mk/single/announcement/
sostojbite-np

Official website of the Personal Data Protection Agency. ,[loHeceHu roguwHu nporpamu 3a pabota Ha
AreHuyujata 3a 2026 roguua”. (“Adopted annual work programmes of the Agency for 2026"). 15 January
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2026. https://bit.ly/4wQhX6C

Official website of the Platform of Civil Society Organisations for Fight against Corruption. ,[lnatdopmara
Ha rparaHcku opranusauum 3a 6opba npoTus Kopynuyujata pearupa Ha jaBHUTe U3jaBU Ha NpeMUepoT BO
BPCKa €O nocrankara 3a usbop Ha apxaseH jasex o6sunuten”. (“The Platform of Civil Society Organisa-
tions for Fight against Corruption reacts to the public statements of the Prime Minister regarding the

selection procedure for the State Public Prosecutor”). 20 February 2026. https://bit.ly/4wQ1FeE

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,18 dusuuku u
8 npaBHM NULA MHBONBMPAHM BO MpPOHeBepa Bo Clykba u nepetbe Napu u Apyru NPUHOCK Of Ka3HUBO
peno”. (“18 physical and 8 legal entities involved in embezzlement in service and laundering of money
and other proceeds of crime”). 18 June 2026. https://jorm.gov.mk/18-fizichki-i-8-pravni-licza-involvira-
ni-vo-pronevera-vo-sluzhba-i-perene-pari-i-drugi-prinosi-od-kaznivo-delo/

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,20 nuua noa
ucTpara 3a wreta Ha Byyetot Ha ppxasata og ronemu pasmepu”. (“20 persons under investigation for
large-scale damage to the state budget”). 16 January 2026. https://jorm.gov.mk/20-licza-pod-istraga-
za-shteta-na-budhetot-na-drzhavata-od-golemi-razmeri/

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,3aTBopcka kasHa
3a ajBoKatoT, obBuHeHue 3a anenaymonuot cyauja”. (“Prison sentence for the lawyer, indictment for
the appellate judge"). 17 April 2026. https://jorm.gov.mk/zatvorska-kazna-za-advokatot-obvine-
nie-za-apelacziniot-sudija/

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Wctpara 3a
3n0ynoTpe6bu u ManTpeTupatbe BO NPUBATHMU YCTAHOBM 3a CMecTyBatbe crapu nuua”. (“Investigation into
abuses and mistreatment in private facilities for housing elderly persons”). 8 October 2025. https://
jorm.gov.mk/istraga-za-zloupotrebi-i-maltretitane-vo-privatni-ustanovi-za-smestuvane-stari-licza/

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Hapen6a 3a
MCTpara NpoTMB eJHO NMLE 33 NPUMatbe HarpaAa 3a npoTus3akoHuTo Bnujanue”. (“Order for investigation
against one person for receiving a reward for unlawful influence”). 14 December 2025. https://jorm.gov.
mk/naredba-za-istraga-protiv-edno-licze-za-primane-nagrada-za-protivzakonito-vlijanie/

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Hapepn6a 3a

ucTpara 3a npumatbe notkyn, ce 6apa nputsop”. (“Investigation order for bribery, detention requested”).
20 March 2026. https://sllnk.com/Iv3k940

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,HoBa uctpara 3a
3noynotpe6u Bo PEK butona”. (“New investigation into abuses at TPP Bitola"). 9 October 2025. https://
jorm.gov.mk/nova-istraga-za-zloupotrebi-vo-rek-bitola/

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Mop ucrpara 12
NULA 0COMHMYEHM 3a NMXBapCTBO U nepete napu”. (“Under investigation: 12 persons suspected of usury
and money laundering"). 22 October 2025. https://jorm.gov.mk/pod-istraga-12-licza-osomnicheni-za-li-
hvarstvo-i-perene-pari/

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,MoBepena
nocranka npotus 5 nuua 3a 3noynotpebu co crokosHute pesepsn”. (“Proceedings initiated against 5
persons for abuses involving commodity reserves”). 25 November 2025. https://jorm.gov.mk/povede-
na-postapka-protiv-5-licza-za-zloupotrebi-so-stokovite-rezervi/

Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Peanusupana
aKuuja 3a HeR03BONIEHO NPUPEeAYBatbe UTPU HA CPeKa U Nepetbe Napu - 0CyM NULA ondpaTeHn co ucTparn”.
(“Operation conducted regarding unlawful organizing of games of chance and money laundering - eight
persons covered by investigations”). 12 December 2025. https://jorm.gov.mk/realizirana-akezija-za-ne-
dozvoleno-prireduvane-igri-na-sreka-i-perene-pari-osum-licza-opfateni-so-istragi/
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Official Website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,CnpoBepena
KOOpAUHMPaHA aKLKja 3a eKOHOMCKO-(DUHAHCUCKU KpUMUMHAN - noBefeHa uctpara npotus 33 nuua”. (“Co-
ordinated action on economic and financial crime conducted - investigation opened against 33 per-
sons"”). 19 December 2025. https://jorm.gov.mk/sprovedena-koordinirana-akczija-za-ekonomsko-finan-
siski-kriminal-povedena-istraga-protiv-33-licza/

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,10 meceuu 3atBop 3a
cnyxbeHnyKaTa KojalTo Npu3Ha fieka NpuMMna NoTkyn 3a MaHunynauuja co napu of EY 3a nopapwka
Ha 3emjopencrsoto”. (“10 months in prison for the official who admitted to taking a bribe to manipu-
late EU agricultural support funds”). 5 May 2026. https://podaroci.dksk.mk/gift-submission/public-fig-
ures?page=0&rowsPerPage=5

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,32. cepruua na IKCK". (“32nd
Session of the SCPC"). 19 May 2026. https://bit.ly/3SAMFCC

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,JKCK ro npomoBupa npsuor
pogos Akumcku nnax 2026-2030" (“SCPC promotes the first gender Action Plan 2026-2030"). 9 Decem-
ber 2025. https://bit.ly/4qxsZft

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,JIKCK ru 3ajaknyBa kanayutetute
33 QUIMTANHO Cnefietbe Ha UMoToT U cyaupot Ha unTepecu”. (“SCPC strengthens capacities for digital
monitoring of assets and conflict of interest”). 15 January 2026. https://bit.ly/4hGhksu

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,JKCK ru npesentupawe
pesynTaTuTe 04 KaMnatbara 3a NoAurake Ha jaBHata caect 3a nobuparero”. (“SCPC presents results from
the public awareness campaign on lobbying"). 4 June 2026. https://bit.ly/4xals6m

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,JIKCK ru ycsou nocebuute
u3BewTau 3a UHAHCUPatLETO Ha U36opHUTe KaMnatbu 3a nokanHute usbopu 2025 u nosTopeHuTe U36opH
2026". (“SCPC adopts special reports on the financing of election campaigns for the 2025 local elections
and the 2026 re-run elections”). 3 April 2026. https://bit.ly/466PrT9

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,JKCK u Munucrepcreoto 3a
jaBHa aAMMHUMCTpaLMja noTNMwWwaa MeMopaHayM 3a copabotka”. (“SCPC and the Ministry of Public Admin-
istration signed a memorandum of cooperation”). 29 April 2026. https://bit.ly/4g8ExRq

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,JJKCK u TpancnapeHcu
WutepHewnn - Makegonuja notnuwaa Memopangym 3a copabotka”. (“SCPC and Transparency Interna-
tional - Macedonia signed a Memorandum of Cooperation”). 27 April 2026. https://bit.ly/4bY0G3T

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,JIKCK koHcTatupa HenouutyBate
Ha obBpcKaTa 3a npujaByBae UMOTHA cocToj6a of 35 nopaHewnn u 19 HoBousbpanu rpagoHauantuum”.
(“SCPC identifies non-compliance with asset disclosure obligation by 35 former and 19 newly elected
mayors”). 17 December 2025. https://bit.ly/4x7K8is

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,3ajakHata copabotka mery
LKCK u JaBHoTo ob6BuHuTencTBO Ha Penybnuka CeBepHa MakepoHuja 3a yHanpepyBatbe Ha CUCTEMOT Ha
uuterputet”. (“Strengthened cooperation between SCPC and the Public Prosecutor's Office of the Repub-
lic of North Macedonia for enhancing the integrity system”). 5 May 2026. https://bit.ly/45tVtx7

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,/3Bewran 3a npumenu goHauuu
BO 3aKOHCKMOT poK, focTasuja 33% op BKynHUOT 6poj Ha yuecHuum Bo u3bopHata kamnara”. (“Reports on
received donations within the legal deadline were submitted by 33% of the total number of participants
in the election campaign”). 22 October 2025. https://bit.ly/4wDH50e
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Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,W3Bewrau 3a npumenu goHayuu
pocrasuja 35% op BKynHUOT 6poj Ha yuecHuuy Bo u3bopHata kamnama”. (“Reports on received donations
were submitted by 35% of the total number of participants in the election campaign”). 14 October 2025.
https://bit.ly/4qq5Tr8

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,Katepuna 3ajkoBcka pape
cBeyeHa u3jasa u oduuujanto ja npesege dyHkuujata uned Ha JKCK". (“Katerina Zajkovska took a sol-
emn oath and officially assumed the position of SCPC member”). 18 June 2026. https://bit.ly/4x0aqWR

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,Haunonanna ctpareruja 2026-
2030 / Koncyntatusen npouec 3a HauuonanHa cTpareruja 3a cnpeuyBatbe Ha KopynuujaTta u CyAMpoT Ha
uutepecu 2026-2030" (“National Strategy 2026-2030 / Consultation process for the National Strategy
for the Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest 2026-2030"). https://bit.ly/45xNf76

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,Opnyka 3a poHecyBawe Ha
Hauuonanvata crpateruja 3a cnpeuyBawe Ha Kopynuujata u cyaupot Ha unTepecu 2026-2030 co
AxuuoHeH nnaH 3a Hej3uHo cnposepysate”. (“Decision on the adoption of the National Strategy for Pre-
vention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest 2026-2030 with Action Plan for its implementation”). 19
June 2026. https://dksk.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/0pnyka-3a-goHecyBate-Ha-Haymuonanua-
crpateruja-2026-2030-6p.10-17-34.pdf

Official Website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,Motnuwan memopanaym 3a
copabotka co Cyackuot coer Ha Peny6nuka CesepHa Makepouuja”. (“Memorandum of Cooperation signed
with the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Macedonia”). 13 May 2026. https://bit.ly/3UDMR4y

Olga Teshovikj and Andrej Bozhinovski. U3BewrTaj 3a cnposepyBame Ha CTpaterujata 3a 4oBeuKM pecypcu
3a cypckata Mpexa Bo CesepHa Makeponuja. (“Report on the Implementation of the Human Resources
Strategy for the Judicial Network in North Macedonia”). Project “EU Support for the Rule of Law", 2025.
https://bit.ly/4ggtiqc

Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,loguwen u3Bewraj 3a creneHot Ha o6e36epyBareTo,
nounTyBatbe, yHaNpepyBatbe U 3aWTUTa Ha YoBekoBuTe cnoboau u npasa 2025" (“Annual report on the
degree of ensuring, respecting, promoting, and protecting human rights and freedoms 2025"). 2026.
https://ombudsman.mk/media/documents/GI-2025.pdf

Ombudsman of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,Cekcyanna 3noynotpe6a Ha peuata Bo Penybnuka
CesepHa Makeponuja: Coctoj6a, uHcTUTyyMoHaneH ogrosop u npegussuum”. (“Child Sexual Abuse in the
Republic of North Macedonia: Current Situation, Institutional Response and Challenges”). 2026. https://

ombudsman.mk/media/documents/Seksualna%20zloupotreba%20na%20decata%20vo%20RSM.pdf

0SCE Mission to Skopje. ,Pa3soj Ha HauuoHanH1oT akymucKu nnaH 3a )eHuTe U feBojumntbata Pomku (2026
- 2028)". (“Development of the National Action Plan for Roma Women and Girls (2026-2028)"). 4 May
2026. https://bit.ly/4gCq5Se

Personal Data Protection Agency. ,lopuwen ussewrtaj 3a 2025 roguna”. (“Annual Report for 2025"). 2026.
https://azlp.mk/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/AZLP-Godisen-izvestaj-2025-%D0%9C%D0%9A.pdf

Platform for Gender Equality. ,Peakuuja: 3a Koro ce cuTe oBMe U3MEHM HA 3aKOHM M MOCTanyBatba, ako
npeMuepoT TBPAM AeKa CeMejHOTO HacuncTBo e ,noman npecran“?”. (“Reaction: Who are all these law
amendments and procedures for, if the Prime Minister claims that domestic violence is a ‘minor of-
fense?”). 6 May 2026. https://bit.ly/4gAfqr

Plusinfo. ,Muukocku Hema faa i ce u3BuHM Ha JleHue PucToBcKa WTO He ja CNOMHaN No UMe U Npe3uMe,
camata ce npenosHana Bo uspasor ‘Meguokputet”. (“Mickoski will not apologize to Lenche Ristovska
for not mentioning her by first and last name, she identified herself in the expression ‘mediocrity™). 9
January 2026. https://plusinfo.mk/mickoski-nema-da-se-izvini-na-lenche-ristovska-ne-a-spomnal-po-
ime-i-prezime-samata-se-prepoznala-vo-izrazot-mediokritet/
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Plusinfo. ,0XPUFAHEL, OBJABYBAJI PACUCTUYKM COPKMHMU [lo6u npujasa 3a roop Ha ompasa”.
(“Ohrid resident published racist content - received a hate speech report”). 20 November 2025. https://
plusinfo.mk/ohri-anec-ob-avuval-rasistichki-sodrzhini-dobi-pri-ava-za-govor-na-omraza/

Plusinfo. ,CEMEJHOTO HACU/ICTBO CO TENECHA NOBPEJA KE CE TOHW NO CNYXBEHA 10JIXXHOCT.
Hema pa ce ueka Ha npujasa og xpTBata, 06BuHUTEN BegHaw Ke noctanysa”. (“Domestic violence with
bodily injury will be prosecuted ex officio. No waiting for a report from the victim, prosecutor will act im-
mediately”). 18 December 2025. https://plusinfo.mk/seme-noto-nasilstvo-so-telesna-povreda-e-se-go-
ni-po-sluzhbena-dolzhnost-nema-da-se-cheka-na-pri-ava-od-zhrtvata-obvinitel-vednash-e-postapuva/

Portalb. ,12 foshnje nga néna nén 15 vjeg né njé vit: Shtatzénité e hershme né RMV, mbi mesataren e
BE-sé". (“12 babies born to mothers under 15 years old in one year: Early pregnancies in Republic of North
Macedonia above the EU average”). 29 December 2025. https://portalb.mk/12-foshnje-nga-nena-nen-
15-vjec-ne-nje-vit-shtatzenite-e-hershme-ne-rmv-mbi-mesataren-e-be-se-2/

Portalb. “Asistent digjital né ueb-fagen e Kuvendit té RMV-sé pér personat me aftési té kufizuar”. (“Dig-
ital assistant on the website of the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia for persons with dis-
abilities”). 20 December 2025. https://portalb.mk/asistent-digjital-ne-ueb-fagen-e-kuvendit-te-rmv-
se-per-personat-me-aftesi-te-kufizuar/

Portalb. “Kallézim penal ndaj ish-drejtoreshés sé Qendrés Sociale Tetové dhe pesé personave pér keqpér-
dorim té kompensimit pér aftési té kufizuar”. (“Criminal charges filed against former director of the Teto-
vo Social Center and five persons for misuse of disability compensation”). 18 December 2025. https://
portalb.mk/kallezim-penal-ndaj-ish-drejtoreshes-se-qendres-sociale-tetove-dhe-pese-personave-per-
keqperdorim-te-kompensimit-per-aftesi-te-kufizuar/

Press24.Mk. ,[lenecka ce oTBopa feTcko katue Bo MgpusoBo, usrpapeHo co nogapwka op EY u Cosetor
Ha Espona”. (“Child-friendly corner opens today in Idrizovo, built with support from the EU and the
Council of Europe”). 21 November 2025. https://press24.mk/deneska-se-otvora-detsko-katche-vo-id-
rizovo-izgradeno-so-poddrshka-od-eu-i-sovetot-na-evropa/

PRIZMA. , Aspamos: Moxuxysauku usbop Ha coctaot Ha Komucujata 3a aHTuauckpumMmuHayuja”. (“Avram-
ov: Humiliating selection of the composition of the Anti-Discrimination Commission”). 27 January 2026.
https://prizma.mk/avramov-ponizhuvachki-izbor-na-sostavot-na-komisijata-za-antidiskriminatsija/

Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. “Response to a request for free access to
public information”.

Public Prosecution Office of the Republic of North Macedonia. ,M3Bewraj 3a pabotata Ha jaBHuTe
obBunuTencrea Ha Peny6nuka CesepHa Makeponuja Bo 2025 roguna”. (“Report on the Work of Public
Prosecutor’s Offices of the Republic of North Macedonia in 2025"). 2026. https://jorm.gov.mk/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2026/06/iii-finalen-gi-25-gotov-1.pdf

Radio Free Europe. ,Kyken nputBop 3a ocoMHuueHuoT cyauja 3a oTkpuenute ,cosupann” 350.000 espa”.
(“House arrest for the suspect judge over the discovered “walled-in" 350,000 euros”). 20 January 2026.
https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/sudija-evra-korupcija-raspit-/33654802.html

Radio Free Europe. ,JlokanHute u36opu Tect 3a gpxasata: Ke nape nu npaso Ha ,rnac” Ha rpafanute co
nonpeueroct?”. (“Local elections a test for the state: Will it give a ‘voice’ to citizens with disabilities?").
13 October 2025. https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/izbori-poprecenost-glasanje-/33558233.html
Radio MOF. ,15-roguwHo geBojue npobano aa ce camoybue oTu TaTKo it CO FTOAMHU T MAnTpeTUpan Hea,
cectpa 1 u Majka um”. (“15-year-old girl attempted suicide because her father abused her, her sister,
and their mother for years"). 21 June 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/15-godishno-devo-
jche-probalo-da-se-samoubie-oti-tatko-so-godini-gi-maltretiral-nejze-sestra-i-majka-im/
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Radio MOF. ,BecHa Anekcoscka: [lpacTuuHoTo Kpatete Ha byyeror 3a peTku Gonectu e gupekTeH Hanaa
Bp3 Haweto npaso Ha xueot". (“Vesna Aleksovska: The drastic cut to the budget for rare diseases is
a direct attack on our right to life”). 14 December 2025. https://www.radiomof.mk/vesna-aleksovs-
ka-drastichnoto-kratenje-na-budzhetot-za-retki-bolesti-e-direkten-napad-vrz-nasheto-pravo-na-zhi-
vot/#prettyPhoto

Radio MOF. ,3HM pearupa 3a ogHecyBatbeTo Ha HoBMHAp Ha npec-KoHepeHuuja Bo Tetoso”. (“AJM reacts
to the behavior of a journalist at a press conference in Tetovo"). 25 March 2026. https://www.radiomof.
mk/znm-reagira-za-odnesuvanjeto-na-novinar-na-pres-konferencija-vo-tetovo/

Radio MOF. ,HAPBM: Kpatewero Ha Gyyetor 3a peTku Gonectu Moxe Aa UMa OrpOMHU mocneguuu”.
(“NARBM: Cutting the rare disease budget could have massive consequences”). 24 December 2025.
https://www.radiomof.mk/narbm-kratenjeto-na-budzhetot-za-retki-bolesti-mozhe-da-ima-ogromni-
posledici/

Radio MOF. ,Mnardopmata 3a 6opba npoTuB Kopynuuja 6apa UTHO AOHeCyBake Ha MPEANOroT Ha 3aKoH
3a 3awTuTa Ha ykaxysaun”. (" The Platform of Civil Society Organisations for Fight against Corruption
demands urgent adoption of the draft Law on Whistleblower Protection”). 16 December 2025. https://
www.radiomof.mk/platformata-za-borba-protiv-korupcija-bara-itno-donesuvanje-na-predlogot-na-za-
kon-za-zashtita-na-ukazhuvachi/

Radio MOF. ,,.Cton 3a puckpuMUHauuja U HaCUNCTBO NOPaAN MOMPEYEHOCT UAU XeHANKen" - NPOTeCT Ha
pogutenyu Bo napkot ,)eHa 6opey™. (“'Stop discrimination and violence due to disability or handicap’
- parents’ protest in ‘Zhena Borec’ park”). 27 October 2025. https://www.radiomof.mk/stop-za-diskrim-
inacija-i-nasilstvo-poradi-poprechenost-ili-hendikep-protest-na-roditeli-vo-parkot-zhena-borec/
Reporters Without Borders. “World Press Freedom Index - North Macedonia”. 7 May 2026. https://rsf.
org/en/country/north-macedonia

Romalitico. ,M36pann cosethuum Pomu - nokanuu usbopu 2025". (“Elected Roma councilors - local
elections 2025"). 20 October 2025. https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1229306405889372&set
=a.547435844076435

Romalitico. ,.JaBHa peakuuja: 3a HanagoT Bp3 Mnaauot Anuyan Memetu op Kymanoso®. (“Public reaction:
On the attack against the young Alican Memeti from Kumanovo”). 26 June 2026. https://romalitico.
org/26/06/2026/vesti/javna-reakczija-za-napadot-vrz-mladiot-alidhan-memeti-od-kumanovo/

Romalitico. ,JaBHa ocyna 3a HanagoT Bp3 KaHAUAAT 3a coBeTHUK Bo Bunnua®. (“Public condemnation for
the attack on a candidate for councilor in Vinica"). 3 October 2025. https://romalitico.org/03/10/2025/
vesti/javna-osuda-za-napadot-vrz-kandidatot-za-sovetnik-vo-vinicza/

Romalitico. ,Pacuctuuka usjasa Ha coseTHuk Bo Onwruna Herotuno". (“Racist statement by a councilor
in the Municipality of Negotino"). 24 October 2025. https://romalitico.org/24/10/2025/vesti/rasistich-
ka-izjava-na-sovetnik-vo-opshtina-negotino/

Sakam da kazham. ,14-roguwHoto geBojue wro bewe 3aknyyeHo no 22 yaca Ha AeH Bo ,Mapusoso”, e
npedpneHo Bo BocnutHo-nonpasuuor gom ,Tetoso™. (“The 14-year-old girl who was locked up for 22
hours a day in ‘ldrizovo’ has been transferred to the ‘Tetovo’ Educational-Correctional Facility”). 9 Octo-
ber 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/14-godishnoto-devojche-koe-beshe-zaklucheno-po-22-chasa-
na-den-vo-idrizovo-prefrleno-e-vo-vospitno-popravniot-dom-tetovo/

Sakam da kazham. ,28-roguwhuk cunysan 14-roguwHo AeBojue, na o6jaByBan eKCNAMLUTHU BUAE],
O6sunutencteoro 6apa nputsop”. (“A 28-year-old raped a 14-year-old girl and published explicit videos,
Prosecutor’s Office requests detention”). 26 April 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/obvin-
itelstvoto-bara-pritvor-za-28-godishnik-koj-siluval-14-godishno-devojche-a-potoa-objavuval-eksplitsit-
ni-videa/
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Sakam da kazham. ,48-roguwHa xeHa of 3eneHWKOBO MpOHajieHa MPTBA, yanceH e MOpPaHELHUoT
conpyr”. (“48-year-old woman found dead in Zelenikovo, ex-husband arrested"”). 28 June 2026. https://
sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/pronajdena-mrtva-48-godishna-zhena-od-zelenikovo-uapsen-e-po-
raneshniot-soprug/

Sakam da kazham. ,Ako npujaBuw ywre egHaly, ke ofroBapaw KpUBMUHO 3a NAXKHO NpHjaByBakbe 3aKaHu
" HACUNCTBO, it ce 3akaHune nonuuajuute Ha MBana CTojaHocka HekonKy yaca npep Aa ce camoybue”. (“'If
you report one more time, you will face criminal charges for false reporting of threats and violence’,
police officers threatened Ivana Stojanoska a few hours before she committed suicide”). 1 April 2026.
https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/ako-prijavish-ushte-ednash-ke-odgovarash-krivichno-za-lazh-
no-prijavuvane-zakani-i-nasilstvo-se-zakanile-politsajtsite-na-ivana-stojanoska-nekolku-chasa-pred-
da-se-samoubie/

Sakam da kazham. ,[lanu He Bu Tpeba HapoaeH npaBobpaHuTen, ja npawyBsaar Bnacra BpaboteHuTe Bo
WHCTUTYLUjaTa, Koja Of NpBY jaHyapu Ke 3racHe, ot Cobpanueto 5 Meceum He usbpa ombyscman”. (“Do
you not need an Ombudsman?’ staff ask the authorities regarding the institution, which will cease opera-
tion on 1January because the Assembly failed to elect an Ombudsman for 5 months”). 24 December 2025.
https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/dali-ne-vi-treba-naroden-pravobranitel-ja-prashuvaat-vlas-
ta-vrabotenite-vo-institutsijata-koja-od-prvi-januari-ke-zgasne-oti-sobranieto-5-mesetsi-ne-izbra-om-
budsman/

Sakam da kazham. ,Jleyata Bo MakepoHuja ce u3noxeHu Ha 3arafieH BO3AYX U CYWa, BENU HOB U3BEWTa]
Ha YHULED". (“Children in Macedonia exposed to polluted air and drought, says new UNICEF report”).
16 June 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/detsata-vo-makedonija-se-izlozheni-na-zagaden-
vozduh-i-susha-veli-nov-izveshtaj-na-unitsef/

Sakam da kazham. ,[lupurentkata [lujana Umepu-Unkocka 6una gUCKpUMUHMPAHA Of NOPAHELIHUOT B.
B. AupekTop Ha ®unxapmonujata Anekcangap Kotescku, yrepau Komucujata 3a 3awrura”. (“Conductor
Dijana Imeri-llkoska was discriminated against by the former acting director of the Philharmonic, Alek-
sandar Kotevski, established the Protection Commission”). 1 October 2025. https://sdk.mk/index.php/
makedonija/dirigentkata-dijana-imeri-ilkoska-bila-diskriminirana-od-poraneshniot-v-d-direktor-na-fil-
harmonijata-aleksandar-kotevski-utvrdi-komisijata-za-zashtita/

Sakam da kazham. ,[lpaBata rybu Hap 2 MunuoHa eBpa roAMLIHO 33 XOHOPapu Ha KOMUCUUTE KOM
NauMeHTUTe CO TPaeH UHBANMAMTET HenoTpebHO ru BpaKkaar 3a oueHyBatbe cekou 6 meceuu”. (“The state
loses over 2 million euros annually on commission fees for patients with permanent disabilities who
are unnecessarily returned for evaluation every 6 months”). 11 June 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/
makedonija/drzhavata-qubi-nad-2-miliona-evra-godishno-za-honorari-na-komisiiite-koi-patsientite-
so-traen-invaliditet-nepotrebno-gi-vrakaat-za-otsenuvane-sekoi-6-mesetsi/

Sakam da kazham. ,)enute u peBojkute cé nouecto otcycTByBaat op pabota W Wwkono 3awTo Hemaar
napu 3a MEHCTpyanHu Npou3BoAK, Benu HoBo ucTpaxysatbe”. (“Women and girls increasingly absent from
work and school because they cannot afford menstrual products, new research says”). 1 June 2026.
https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/zhenite-i-devojkite-s-pochesto-otsustvuvaat-od-rab-
ota-i-shkolo-zashto-nemaat-pari-za-menstrualni-proizvodi-veli-novo-istrazhuvane/

Sakam da kazham. ,XptBute Ha cemejHo Hacuncto gobusaat camo 250 eBpa ejHoKpaTHa momoL,
ApXaBaTa He oABojyBa napu 3a TpajHa nopapwka”. (“Domestic violence victims receive only 250 euros
in one-off aid, the state allocates no funds for permanent support”). 4 December 2026. https://sdk.
mk/index.php/makedonija/zhrtvite-na-semejno-nasilstvo-dobivaat-samo-250-evra-ednokratna-po-
mosh-drzhavata-ne-odvojuva-pari-za-trajna-poddrshka/
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Sakam da kazham. ,3a 5 rogunu uma 33 ybucrea Bo cemejHo HaCUNCTBO, HEMA JOBOMTHO 3aCONHMLITA 33
KPTBUTE, OyyeToT He AAaBa Napy 3a 3aWTUTA, HACUNHULMTE He Ce TOHAT Mo CAyXOeHa JOMKHOCT, OTKpH
pesusopckuot ussewrtaj". (“In 5 years there were 33 domestic violence murders, insufficient victim shel-
ters, budget provides no funds for protection, abusers not prosecuted ex officio, audit report reveals”). 2
December 2025. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/za-5-godini-ima-33-ubistva-vo-semejno-nasil-
stvo-nema-dovolno-zasolnishta-za-zhrtvite-budhetot-ne-dava-pari-za-zashtita-nasilnitsite-ne-se-go-
nat-po-sluzhbena-dolzhnost-otkri-revizorskiot-izveshtaj/

Sakam da kazham. /1 3a man npectan cucremot hyHKLMOHUpa, peye MULKOCKHM 0TKaKO UneH Ha HeroBoTo
o6esbepysatbe gobu nputeop ot ja npetenan conpyrara”. (““Even for a minor offense, the system works',
said Mickoski after a member of his security detail was detained for beating his wife"). 5 May 2026.
https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/i-za-mal-prestap-sistemot-funktsionira-reche-mitskoski-otka-
ko-chlen-na-negovoto-obezbeduvane-dobi-pritvor-oti-ja-pretepal-soprugata/

Sakam da kazham. ., Jac Bo AMepuka He cakaB ja MU yyaT AeliaTa co LpHUMLITA, He Na 0Bfe €O fynunwTa®,
POAMTEN BO3HEMUPYBAN AUPEKTOPKA Ha YuMnUwWTe Koja ro npujaBuna Bo AHTMAMCKPUMMHALMCKATA
komucuja”. (“'In America | didn't want my children studying with black people, let alone here with Gyp-
sies,’ a parent harassed a school principal who reported him to the Anti-Discrimination Commission”).
1 February 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/jas-vo-amerika-ne-sakav-da-mi-
uchat-detsata-so-tsrnchishta-ne-pa-ovde-so-gupchishta-roditel-voznemiruval-direktorka-na-uchil-
ishte-koja-go-prijavila-vo-antidiskriminatsiskata-komisija/

Sakam da kazham. ,Kpueuuna npujaBa 3a netmuHa, op kou Tpojua 3atBopenuuu Bo Mapusoso, 3a
dopmupatbe Tepopuctuuka opratusaumja wro ro senuya UCUC na unteprer”. (“Criminal charges against
five people, three of whom prisoners in Idrizovo, for forming a terrorist organization glorifying ISIS
online”). 17 June 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/krivichna-prijava-za-petmina-od-koi-tro-
jtsa-zatvorenitsi-vo-idrizovo-za-formirane-teroristichka-organizatsija-shto-go-velicha-isis-na-internet/

Sakam da kazham. ,Jluuara co ayructuyen cnektap Ha HapywyBarbe Bneroa Bo 3aKoH, hupmuTe ke Moxar
A TM KOpUCTAT HUBHUTE Aapbu u cnocobHocTH, 3a nocebeH NpocTop U onpeMa ke UM NoMara apxasara”.
(“Persons on the autism spectrum entered the law, companies will be able to use their talents and abil-
ities, the state will assist them with special space and equipment"). 12 October 2025. https://sdk.mk/
index.php/makedonija/litsata-so-autistichen-spektar-na-narushuvane-vlegoa-vo-zakon-firmite-ke-
mozhat-da-gi-koristat-nivnite-darbi-i-sposobnosti-za-poseben-prostor-i-oprema-ke-im-pomaga-drzha-
vata/

Sakam da kazham. ,Marauuonepka Bo npusaTHa upma e usbpkaHa op pabora BegHal WTOM NoKaxana
AOKYMEHT 3a efHOMece4Ho GonepyBatbe Nopapn natonowka bpeMeHocT, yTBpAEHa e AUCKPUMUHALHU]A".
(“A female warehouse worker in a private company was fired from work as soon as she showed a docu-
ment for a one-montbh sick leave due to a high-risk pregnancy, discrimination established"”). 13 October
2025.  https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/magatsionerka-vo-privatna-firma-e-izbrka-
na-od-rabota-vednash-shtom-pokazhala-dokument-za-ednomesechno-boleduvane-poradi-patolosh-
ka-bremenost-utvrdena-e-diskriminatsija/

Sakam da kazham. ,Marucrepka ncuxonor Bo 6onnuuata o Crpyra, usbpkana op pabota kora Kaxana
fAeka e bpemeHa, o cunen cTpec Bo 27. rectayucka Hegena ro usrybuna 6ebero”. (“Female psychologist
with a master's degree at the hospital in Struga, fired from work when she said she was pregnant, lost
her baby due to severe stress in the 27th gestational week"). 24 November 2025. https://sdk.mk/index.
php/neraskazhani-prikazni/magisterka-psiholog-vo-bolnitsata-vo-struga-izbrkana-od-rabota-koga-ka-
zhala-deka-e-bremena-od-silen-stres-vo-27-ta-gestatsiska-nedela-go-izqubila-bebeto/
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Sakam da kazham. ,MakepoHuja nagHa 3a 3 mecta Bo MHaexcot 3a cnobopa Ha meguymute Ha Penoptepu
6e3 rpaHuuu, cera e Bo rpynara co ,npobnematuyHa” coctoj6a, a 3a npenat nona cBet e Bo ,Tewka”
unu ,MHory cepuosHa” coctoj6a”. (“Macedonia dropped 3 places in the Reporters Without Borders Press
Freedom Index, now in the group with a ‘problematic’ status, while for the first time half the world
is in a ‘difficult’ or ‘very serious’ situation”). 30 April 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/
makedonija-padna-za-3-mesta-vo-indeksot-za-sloboda-na-mediumite-na-reporteri-bez-granitsi-se-
ga-e-vo-grupata-so-problematichna-sostojba-a-za-prvpat-pola-svet-e-vo-teshka-ili-mnogu-serioz-
na-sostojba/

Sakam da kazham. ,Manonethuk op locTuBap efHa ropuHa cekcyanHo ja BO3HeMUpYBan U ja cunysan
cBojata nomana cectpa”. (“A minor from Gostivar sexually harassed and raped his younger sister for a
year"). 29 April 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/maloletnik-od-gostivar-edna-godina-sek-
sualno-ja-voznemiruval-i-siluval-svojata-pomala-sestra/

Sakam da kazham. ,Mnagu co nonpeueHocT opbuenu 3a noMow 3a NPaKTUKAHTCTBO OTM APKABaTa He
WM M NpU3HABa ApKaBHUTE AUMIOMM 33 3aBPLIEHO CpeAHO 06pasoBaHue, YTBPAEHA AUCKPUMUHALM]".
(“Youths with disabilities rejected for internship support because the state does not recognize their
state diplomas for completed secondary education, discrimination established”). 29 May 2026. https://
sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/mladintsi-so-poprechenost-odbieni-za-pomosh-za-prakti-
kantstvo-oti-drzhavata-ne-im-gi-priznava-drzhavnite-diplomi-za-zavrsheno-sredno-obrazovanie-ut-
vrdena-diskriminatsija/

Sakam da kazham. ,Mno3uHcTBoTO BO 6UTONCKMOT CoBeT He mpuchaTi onwTMHATA Aa OABOM Mapy 3a
6ecnnathu Bnowku 3a cpegHowkonkute”. (“The majority in the Bitola Council did not accept the mu-
nicipality allocating money for free sanitary pads for high school girls"). 30 December 2025. https://
sdk.mk/index.php/dopisna-mrezha/bitolskiot-sovet-ne-prifati-opshtinata-da-odvoi-pari-za-besplat-
ni-vloshki-za-srednoshkolkite/

Sakam da kazham. ,Hap 90 otcto op eHute Kou npetpnene ceMejHo HACUNCTBO 3eMaaT KPeAUTU UIU
N03ajMuLM 33 Aa NpexuBeat Bo npeuTe Meceuu, Benu 3gpyxenueto ECE". (“Over 90 percent of women
who have suffered domestic violence take out loans or borrowings to survive in the first few months,
says ESE Association”). 25 November 2025. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/nad-90-ots-
to-od-zhenite-koi-pretrpele-semejno-nasilstvo-zemaat-krediti-ili-pozajmitsi-za-da-prezhiveat-vo-pr-
vite-mesetsi-veli-zdruzhenieto-ese/

Sakam da kazham. ,Hanagnatu HoBuHapute Ha ‘MHdomaKkc’, HanafauoT ja ucKpwmn BpaTaTta U HaCUNHO
Bneron 3a peme Ha emucuja 8o xuBo". (“Infomax journalists attacked, attacker broke the door and forc-
ibly entered during a live broadcast”). 11 December 2025. https //sdk.mk/index. php/makedonlja/na-
padnati-novinarite-na-infomaks-napagachot-ja-iskrshil-vratata-i-nasilno-vlegol-za-vreme-na-emisija-
vo-zhivo/

Sakam da kazham. ,HerotuHeu o6BuHeT 3a pacusam, Ha coumjanHu Mpexu noukysan Ha Pomute fa um
ce 3abpanu rnacare Ha uzbopu”. (“Negotino resident accused of racism, on social networks called for
Roma to be banned from voting in elections”). 15 November 2025. https://sdk.mk/index.php/make-
donija/negotinets-obvinet-za-rasizam-na-sotsijalni-mrezhi-povikuval-na-romite-da-im-se-zabrani-gla-
sane-na-izbori/

Sakam da kazham.,,,Heka cu opu Bo ceno, yacoBute ke ru safieme Ha Halue rpafcko AeTe”, peKon 3aMeHuK-
AMPEKTOP Ha LIKONO 33 HACTaBHUYKa N0 PU3MUKO, YTBPAEHA AUCKPUMUHALM]ja cnopeg noTekno”. (“Let her go
back tothevillage, we will give the classes to our city child,’ said adeputy school director regarding a physical
education teacher, discrimination based on origin established”). 28 March 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.
php/neraskazhani-prikazni/neka-si-odi-vo-selo-chasovite-ke-gi-dademe-na-nashe-gradsko-dete-re-
kol-zamenik-direktor-na-shkolo-za-nastavnichka-po-fizichko-utvrdena-diskriminatsija-spored-poteklo/
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Sakam da kazham. ,21-roguwnuot Hukona CrojaHoBcku, co [layHoB cuHapoM, 6un byTHaT u ManTpeTupaH
op konera Bo pag Ckonje, uHcTUTyUUMTE efed mMecey Monuart”. (“21-year-old Nikola Stojanovski, with
Down syndrome, was pushed and harassed by a colleague at the City of Skopje, institutions remain
silent for a month”). 28 October 2025. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/21-godishniot-niko-
la-stojanovski-so-daunov-sindrom-bil-butnat-i-maltretiran-od-kolega-vo-grad-skopje-institutsi-
ite-eden-mesets-molchat/

Sakam da kazham. ,06BuHuTeNncTBOTO 6apa npuTBOp 33 06BUHETMOT KOj 2 FOAMHM ja AeMHen GuBwarta
conpyra Bo Kpyweso”. (“Prosecution requests detention for accused who stalked his ex-wife for 2 years in
Krushevo"). 3 October 2025. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor-za-ob-
vinetiot-koj-2-godini-ja-demnel-bivshata-sopruga-vo-krushevo/

Sakam da kazham. ,06BuHuTencTBOTO NOBefe NocTanka 3a Aeno of oMpasa NPOTUB JIMLETO WTO CKPLUM
CTaKno Ha Bne3ot Ha byrapckara amb6acapa”. (“Prosecution initiated proceedings for a hate crime against
the person who broke glass at the entrance of the Bulgarian Embassy”). 13 January 2026. https://
sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/obvinitelstvoto-povede-postapka-za-delo-od-omraza-protiv-litse-
to-koe-skrshi-staklo-na-vlezot-na-bugarskata-ambasada/

Sakam da kazham. ,,0uyBot cekcyanto ja 3noynotpe6bysan 16-roguwHara nokepka, Taa 6apana nomou og
Majka cu, Koja He ro npujaBuna HuTy ro cnpeunna”. (“The stepfather sexually abused his 16-year-old step-
daughter, she sought help from her mother, who neither reported nor prevented it"). 4 November 2025.
https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/ochuvot-seksualno-ja-zloupotrebuval-16-godishnata-poker-
ka-taa-barala-pomosh-od-majka-si-koja-ne-go-prijavila-nitu-go-sprechila/

Sakam da kazham. ,Mujana xpBatcka apxasjaHka ro usbogena conpyrot co Hox Bo KaBapapuu, ocoMHUyeHa
e 3a cemejHo Hacuncteo”. (“Drunk Croatian citizen stabbed her husband with a knife in Kavadarci, suspected
of domestic violence”). 26 January 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/pijana-hrvatska-drzhav-
janka-go-izbodela-soprugot-so-nozh-vo-kavadartsi-osomnichena-e-za-semejno-nasilstvo/

Sakam da kazham. ,lputBop 3a neTMuHa Maxu wro nnakane 3a cekc co 15-ropuwHo aeBojue, Mery Kou u
32 Hej3MHUOT AeuKO Koj ja aporupan u ja npoctutyupan”. (“Detention for five men who paid for sex with a
15-year-old girl, including her boyfriend who drugged her and forced her into prostitution”). 24 Decem-
ber 2025. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/pritvor-za-petmina-klienti-na-15-godishno-devojche-
megu-koi-i-za-nejziinot-dechko-koj-ja-drogiral-i-ja-prostituiral /

Sakam da kazham. ,Mputeop 3a 55-ropuwHMK, Koj CO NUWTON NyKan W i Ce 3aKaHyBan Ha conpyrata npeg
HusHuTe geua”. (“Detention for 55-year-old man who fired a gun and threatened his wife in front of their
children”). 7 March 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/pritvor-za-55-godishnik-koj-so-pish-
tol-pukal-i-se-zakanuval-na-soprugata-pred-nivnite-detsa/

Sakam da kazham. ,Ce 3atBopa MakepoHckuoT cepsuc Ha Paguo Cnobogna Espona”. (“The Macedonian
service of Radio Free Europe is closing”). 25 March 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/se-za-
tvora-makedonskiot-servis-na-radio-slobodna-evropa/

Sakam da kazham. ,CkonjaHey ja npetenan nopaHewHarta napTHepKa, NPETX0AHO M Tenan Majka My U
cHaata, o6BuHuTencTBoTO 6apa nputeop”. (“Skopje man beat up his ex-partner, previously beat his moth-
er and sister-in-law, prosecutor’s office requests detention”). 16 May 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/
makedonija/skopjanets-ja-pretepal-poraneshnata-partnerka-prethodno-gi-tepal-majka-mu-i-snaa-
ta-obvinitelstvoto-bara-pritvor/

Sakam da kazham. ,Ckonjanew ja Tenan u gasen 6pemenata feBojka, ro ybeauna fa opat Ha nekap u
usberana op konata Ha cemachop”. (“Skopje man beat and choked his pregnant girlfriend, she convinced
him to go to the doctor and escaped from the car at a traffic light"). 14 February 2026. https://sdk.mk/
index.php/makedonija/skopjanets-ja-tepal-i-davel-bremenata-devojka-go-ubedila-da-odat-na-lekar-i-
izbegala-od-kolata-na-semafor/
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Sakam da kazham. ,CoBetoT 3a eTuka Bo MeguymuTe naHu pasrnepan 96 og gobuenute 244 xanbu, no
noxapot Bo Kouanu so egex pen npumun 140 nonnaku”. (“The Council for Media Ethics reviewed 96 of
the 244 complaints received last year; after the Kochani fire, it received 140 complaints in a single day”).
16 February 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/sovetot-za-etika-vo-mediumite-lani-razgle-
dal-96-od-dobienite-244-zhalbi-po-pozharot-vo-kochani-vo-eden-den-primil-140-poplaki/

Sakam da kazham. ,TpypHuua otnywreHa op pabota Ha npuBaTeH YHUBEP3UTET, PEKTOPOT PeKon AeKa
3aKOHMTe ce Toaner xapTuja Bo MakepoHuja, yTBpaeHa guckpumutauuja”. (“Pregnant woman dismissed
from work at a private university, the rector said that laws are toilet paper in Macedonia, discrimina-
tion established”). 8 April 2026. https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/trudnitsa-otpusht-
ena-od-rabota-na-privaten-univerzitet-rektorot-rekol-deka-zakonite-se-toalet-hartija-vo-makedoni-
ja-utvrdena-diskriminatsija/

Sakam da kazham. ,YTppeHa puckpumunauuja Bp3 12.000 nexsuoHepu kou He ro gobuja BTopoTO
nokauysawe op 2.500 AeHapu, yckpaTyBatbeTo MM ro Hampasune Hejena AeHa npep Aa Ce AoHecat
3akoHckute usmenu”. (“Discrimination established against 12,000 pensioners who did not receive the
second increase of 2,500 denars, the denial was made a week before the legislative changes were
enacted”). 18 November 2025. https://sdk.mk/index.php/neraskazhani-prikazni/utvrdena-diskrimi-
natsija-vrz-12-000-penzioneri-koi-ne-go-dobija-vtoroto-pokachuvane-od-2-500-denari-uskratuvane-
to-im-go-napravile-nedela-dena-pred-da-se-donesat-zakonskite-izmeni/

Single National Electronic Register of Regulations (ENER). ,Mpeanor Ha 3akou 3a 3awTtuta Ha nuuHuTe
nogarouu”. (“Draft Law on Personal Data Protection”). 2 January 2026. https://ener.gov.mk/Default.
aspx?item=pub_regulation&subitem=view_reg_detail&itemid=114839

Single National Electronic Register of Regulations (ENER). ,Mpepnor Ha 3akou 3a Cysckuot coset Ha
Peny6nuka CesepHa Makeponuja”. (“Draft Law on the Judicial Council of the Republic of North Mace-
donia”). 13 May 2025. https://ener.gov.mk/Default.aspx?item=pub_regulation&subitem=view_reg_de-
tail &itemid=84282

Sitel. ,AHTuKopynuucka ognyuu: MgHara roguna ke ro nposepyBa uMoToT Ha 60 BUCOKM thyHKLMOHEpH".
(“Anti-Corruption Commission decided: Next year it will check the assets of 60 high-ranking officials”).
30 December 2025. https://sitel.com.mk/antikorupciska-odluchi-idnata-godina-kje-go-proveruva-imo-
tot-na-60-visoki-funkcioneri

Skopjel.mk. ,[la Hema oTka3 npu 6pemeHoct! JleBuLa nogHece npeAnor-u3MeHu 3a 3alITUTA Ha TPYAOBUOT
cratyc Ha bpemenn pabotHuuku objasu”. (“No termination during pregnancy! Levica submitted proposed
amendments to protect the labor status of pregnant workers”). 29 December 2025. https://skopjel.mk/
da-nema-otkaz-pri-bremenost-levica-podnese-predlog-izmeni-za-zastita-na-trudoviot-status-na-bre-
meni-rabotnicki

Skopjel.mk. .M BMPO-ANMHE co peakuuja: Naptujata ro ocyaysa ynapot 8o ‘UHdpomaxkc’ u 6apa uenocto
pacuuctyBatbe Ha cnyyajot”. (“WVMRO-DPMNE also reacts: The party condemns the intrusion into ‘Infomax’
and demands full resolution of the case”). 11 December 2025. https://skopjel.mk/i-vmro-dpmne-so-reak-
cija-partijata-go-osuduva-upadot-vo-infomaks-i-bara-celosno-rascistuvanje-na-slucajot
Skopjel.mk.,,®uxaHcuckaTa nonuumja noaHece KpUBUYHA NpKjaBa NPOTUB NpeTceAaTenoT Ha PerynatopHa,
Mapko becnumoBcku, 3a wreta of Hap 14 munuonu genapu”. (“Financial Police filed a criminal com-
plaint against the President of Regulatory, Marko Bislimoski, for damages exceeding 14 million denars”).
29 January 2026. https://skopjel.mk/finansiskata-policija-podnese-krivicna-prijava-protiv-pretse-
datelot-na-regulatorna-marko-beslimovski-za-steta-od-nad-14-milioni-denari
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Sloboden pechat. ,18-roguwen ckonjaney cunysan gesojue: Tatkoto npujasun no net meceuu”. (“An
eighteen-year-old from Skopje raped a girl: The father reported it after five months”). 10 November
2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/osumnaesetgodishen-spjanec-siluval-devojche-tatkoto-pri-
javil-po-pet-meseci/

Sloboden pechat. ,bpojku wto He cMeat pa ce urHopupaar - MakepoHuja e Tpeta Bo EBpona no 6poj Ha
ybuctea Ha xenu of coute naptHepu”. (“Numbers that must not be ignored - Macedonia ranks third
in Europe in the number of murders of women by their partners”). 22 December 2026. https://www.
slobodenpecat.mk/brojki-shto-ne-smeat-da-se-ignoriraat-makedonija-e-treta-vo-evropa-po-broj-na-
ubistva-na-zheni-od-nivnite-partneri/

Sloboden pechat. ,[iBe enu 6une nanapHat op conpysute: EgHata o Kymawoso, ppyrata o Jlunkoso".
(“Two women were attacked by their husbands: One in Kumanovo, the other in Lipkovo”). 15 Novem-
ber 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/dve-zheni-bile-napadnati-od-sopruzite-ednata-vo-kumano-
vo-drugata-vo-lipkovo/

Sloboden pechat. ,3owTo 3arnaeu ucnnarara Ha gogarokot 3a Mobuntoct?”. (“Why has the payment of
the mobility allowance stalled?”). 10 November 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/zoshto-zaglavi-is-
platata-na-dodatokot-za-mobilnost/

Sloboden pechat. /1 Ctpa3byp Tewko Ke ce cHajie co 3anNeTKAHMOT ja3on Of CyAUP Ha MHTepecH Mery
Komucujata u kaHpupatute”. (“Strasbourg will also find it difficult to cope with the tangled knot of
conflicts of interest between the committee and the candidates”). 13 November 2025. https://www.
slobodenpecat.mk/i-strazbur-teshko-kje-se-snajde-so-zapletkaniot-jazol-od-sudir-na-interesi-megju-
komisijata-i-kandidatite/

Sloboden pechat. ,UcTowTena cym u ncuxuukm ctpagam: Ha Janas Beanocka nak i ro ognoxuja cyaereto
3a u3sagenute oprauu”. (I am exhausted and suffering mentally': Yaldz Veaposka's trial for removed or-
gans adjourned again”). 10 November 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/istoshtena-sum-i-psihich-
ki-stradam-na-jaldz-veaposka-pak-%d1%9d-go-odlozhija-sudenjeto-za-izvadenite-organi/

Sloboden pechat. ,Ja ybune co nuwron, ja 3akonane Bo pynKa, a TeNOTO ro 3ananune - OTKPUEHO KAKO
e y6uena xenara op loctuapcko”. (“Shot with a gun, buried in a hole, and her body burned - revealed
how the woman from the Gostivar region was killed"). 17 December 2026. https://www.slobodenpecat.
mk/ja-ubile-so-pushka-ja-zakopale-vo-dupka-a-teloto-go-zapalile-otkrieno-kako-bila-ubiena-zhen-
ata-od-gostivarsko/

Sloboden pechat. ,Kanpupar co aHtu-JITBT cTaBoBM U npoTHB heMUHU3MOT € NPeANoXeH 3a YneH Ha
Komucujata npotus guckpumunaumja”. (“Candidate with anti-LGBT views and against feminism proposed
as member of the Anti-Discrimination Commission”). 8 June 2026. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/
kandidat-so-anti-lgbt-stavovi-i-protiv-pravata-na-zhenite-izbran-vo-kszd-mrezhata-za-zashtita-od-
diskriminacija-so-ostra-reakcija/

Sloboden pechat. ,Kanpuparor 3a coBeTHuk npetenan Bo Bunuua cé ywre e Bo koma, MBP ce ornacu 3a
unumpentot”. (“The candidate for councilor beaten in Vinica is still in a coma, Mol issued a statement re-
garding the incident”). 3 October 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/kandidatot-za-sovetnik-prete-
pan-vo-vinica-se-ushte-e-vo-koma-mvr-se-oglasi-za-incidentot/

Sloboden pechat. ,.,MakepoHuja e onacHo MecTo 3a )uBeere 3a enute”, anapmupa Mpesxara 3a 3awTura
oA AuckpumuHauuja“. (“Macedonia is a dangerous place to live for women', alarms the Network for
Protection against Discrimination”). 14 May 2026. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/makedonija-e-opas-
no-mesto-za-zhiveenje-za-zhenite-alarmira-mrezhata-za-zashtita-od-diskriminacija/
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Sloboden pechat. ,MOH BoBege poMcku ob6pasoBHu MeaujaTopu u Bo cpeaHoTo obpasosaue”. (“MoES
introduced Roma educational mediators in secondary education as well”). 24 December 2025. https://
www.slobodenpecat.mk/mon-vovede-romski-obrazovni-medijatori-i-vo-srednoto-obrazovanie/

Sloboden pechat. ,Hap 100 yuenuuku op cupomawHu cemejctea Bo butona Hemaar napu 3a Bnowku -
akTuBucTuTe 6apaat nomow o onwrunata”. (“Over 100 schoolgirls from poor families in Bitola cannot
afford sanitary pads - activists seek help from the municipality”). 29 October 2025. https://www.slo-
bodenpecat.mk/nad-100-uchenichki-od-siromashni-semejstva-vo-bitola-nemaat-pari-za-vloshki-aktiv-
istite-baraat-pomosh-od-opshtinata/

Sloboden pechat. ,Hacunnuk guseen o fopue, um u3pagun Hox Ha xeHaTa u geuata”. ("Abuser went on
a rampage in Gjorche, pulled a knife on his wife and children”). 6 October 2025. https://www.sloboden-
pecat.mk/nasilnik-diveel-vo-gjorche-im-izvadil-nozh-na-zhenata-i-decata/

Sloboden pechat. ,Ocynenuk 6e3 egHa Hora ro cMecTUne Ha TPETUOT KaT BO WUTUNICKMOT 3aTBOP - CEKOj AeH
Maku Mauen co ckanute”. (“A convict without one leg was placed on the third floor of the Shtip prison
- struggled every day with the stairs”). 8 October 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/osudenik-bez-
edna-noga-go-smestile-na-tretiot-kat-vo-shtipskiot-zatvor-sekoj-den-maki-machel-so-skalite/

Sloboden pechat. ,Mpodunute Ha ,CnobopeH neyat” bea Len Ha KoopAUHUPaH 6OTCKU HaNap — YuTaTenuTe
MacoBHo Hé noaapxaa“. (“The profiles of ‘Sloboden pechat’ were the target of a coordinated bot attack
— readers massively supported us"). 7 November 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/profilite-na-slo-
boden-pechat-bea-cel-na-koordiniran-botski-napad-chitatelite-masovno-n%d1%90-poddrzhaa/

Sloboden pechat. ,Camo uetupu xenu ce usbpanu 3a rpagoHauantuuku”. (“Only four women elected
as mayors”). 3 November 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/samo-chetiri-zheni-se-izbrani-za-gra-
donachalnichki-na-lokalnite-izbori/

Sloboden pechat. ,Tpu unexa Ha komucujaTa 3a Ctpasbyp ocnopenu npes AHTUKOpyNUUCKaTa KoMUcHja”.
(“Three members of the Strasbourg committee challenged before the Anti-Corruption Commission”).
10 November 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/tri-chlena-na-komisijata-za-strazbur-ospore-
ni-pred-antikorupciskata-komisija/

Sloboden pechat. ,Tpetuot cyauja wro opnyuysa 3a Jana3 Beanocka octaHysa Bo npouecot - of6ueHo
bapateTo Ha runekonorot Myxamep Acanu 3a Heroso ussemate”. (“The third judge deciding on Yaldz
Veaposka remains in the process - gynecologist Muhamed Asani's request for recusal rejected”). 10
October 2025. https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/tretiot-sudija-shto-odluchuva-za-jaldz-veaposka-osta-
nuva-vo-procesot-odbieno-baranjeto-na-ginekologot-za-negovo-izzemanje/

Sloboden pechat. ,lled Bo3HemupyBan xurueHuuapka Bo yuunuwre: Ja HapekyBan ,Hyce", ,iuuHa" u
.y6a™. (“Boss harassed a school cleaner: Called her ‘nuse’, ‘pretty’, and ‘beautiful™). 24 December 2025.
https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/shef-voznemiruval-higienicharka-vo-uchilishte-ja-narekuval-nuse-
lichna-i-uba/

State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,Ananu3a Ha dpakTopu Kou BnujaaT Bp3 CTENeHOT Ha
cnposepyBatbe Ha HauuoHanHata ctpateruja 3a cnpeuyBatbe Ha Kopynuujata U CyRUpOT Ha UHTepecw
2021-2025". (“Analysis of Factors Affecting the Level of Implementation of the Strategy for Prevention
of Corruption and Conflict of Interest 2021-2025"). October 2024. https://bit.ly/4zkWtQL

State Commission for Prevention of Corruption. ,loguwen u3BewrTaj 3a pabota Ha IKCK 3a 2025 roputxa”.
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