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This brief summarises the key developments related to the rule of law in the context of
North Macedonia’s EU accession for the period January-March 2025. It includes monitoring
the fundamentals of EU accession, including key developments in the functioning of demo-
cratic institutions, public administration reform, and Chapter 23: Judiciary and Fundamen-
tal Rights.

Key developments

» Anew President of the Judicial Council was elected in early 2025, and the Council announced plans to introduce monthly
caseload benchmarks for judges.

» In March, the Assembly voted no confidence in five Judicial Council members over allegations of undermining judicial
independence; the Prime Minister’s threats of protest sparked EU warnings about political pressure on the judiciary.

» The Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors certified 50 future judges and 47 prosecutors.

» In January 2025, the Assembly adopted amendments to the Law on Electronic Documents, Electronic Identification, and
Confidential Services, and the Government adopted the National Cyber Security Strategy 2025-2028.

» The latest Transparency International Corruption Perception Index marked a backsliding for North Macedonia, largely
due to concerning developments in the judiciary over the past year and the impunity of individuals involved in high-level
corruption.

» In mid-February, a draft Law amending and supplementing the Law on Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest
was published, intended to address the identified shortcomings of the current law that negatively impact the efficiency
of the SCPC, while respecting established prohibitions and responsibilities.

» The PPO is investigating the nightclub fire in Kochani, initially discovering several anomalies in the building that were
possibly concealed by corrupt practices.

» During this quarter, developments have occurred in the process of selecting new members of the Council of the Agency
for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services (AAVMS); however, they have not been finalised due to a lack of consensus in
the Assembly.

» The new Rules of Procedure for the Work of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination (CPPD)
were adopted, and the Assembly issued a public call for the election of one new member to the CPPD.

» The Commission for Equal Opportunities between Women and Men adopted a new Action Plan for Gender Equality in the
Parliament 2025-2027.
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Functioning
of democratic
institutions




Elections

In February, the Constitutional Court initiated proceedings to assess the constitutionality of Articles 17 and 18
of the recently adopted amendments to the Electoral Code. The provisions in question increase the thresh-
old for collecting signatures required for independent candidates and electoral lists. Adopted on 7 March
2024, the amendments were intended to apply to the local elections scheduled for October 2025. The Court
noted concerns regarding potential inconsistencies with fundamental democratic principles, including the
rule of law, political pluralism, and equality before the law!

Assembly

On 10 January, the Assembly adopted a motion for interpellation against the Chairwoman of the Committee
on Social Policy, Demography and Youth, with 61 votes in favour and 22 against. The motion, initiated by
MPs from the political party Levica, alleged shortcomings in the Chairwoman’s performance.? The Assem-
bly concluded that the claims were substantiated, and the MP resigned shortly thereafter.> On 29 January,
the Committee on Elections and Appointments endorsed a draft decision proposing seven candidates for
membership in the Council of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services (AAVMS).* The vote was
scheduled for the 34" plenary session held on 12 February,’ but did not proceed due to a lack of the required
majority in the Assembly.®

On 18 March, in the aftermath of a deadly fire in a nightclub in Kochani that claimed over 50 lives, the Assem-
bly suspended all scheduled activities for the following week in observance of national mourning.’

1 Constitutional Court of the Republic of North Macedonia, U.N0.186/2024, Skopje, 26.02.2025 (YctaBeH cyg Ha Peny6nuka CeepHa MakegoHuja, Y.6p.186/2024
Ckonje, 26.02.2025 roauHa), 26 February 2025, https://bit.ly/3RdS%iq

2 With 61votes “in favor”, the Parliament passed the interpellation for Ilire Dauti submitted by the Left Party (Co 61 rnac ,3a“ Co6paHueTo ja u3rnaca uHTepnenauujara
3a Wnupe [laym wro ja noawece Sleuua), 10 January 2025, https://bit.ly/4lufkmA

Ilire Dauti submitted her resignation to the Parliament (MUnupe [laytv nogHece octaska go Cobpanneto), 16 January 2025, https://bit.ly/3E4FsDM

MPs agree on a proposal for a new composition of the AAVMS (MpatenunuuTe ycornacuja npeasnor 3a HoB cocTae Ha ABMY), 29 January 2025, https://bit.ly/4idE4fL
MPs will vote for new AAVMS members (MpaTeHnuuTe Ke macaar 3a HOBI uneHoBy Ha ABMY), 12 February 2025, https://bit.ly/3G37Re1

Blockades and prolongation in the selection of a new AAVMS composition (Bnokagu u nponoHrupatse 3a n36op Ha HOB cocTas Ha ABMY), 18 February 2025,
https://bit.ly/43MnnEX

7 The Macedonian Assembly is canceling all activities planned for this week due to the tragedy that occurred in Kocani. (MakegoHckoto CobpaHue ru oTKaxysa
CUTe aKTUBHOTU NNAHNPaHM 3a Hedenasa Nopaam Tpareujara Wro ce cnyun Bo Kouawn), 18 March 2025, https://bit.ly/3RK7Spy

o U~ W
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Governance

In early February, following a fatal traffic accident that triggered public outrage over judicial accountability,?
the Prime Minister announced that the ruling majority would submit motions for interpellation against five
members of the Judicial Council appointed by the Assembly.” The President of the Republic supported the
initiative and called for their resignations.®

In parallel, the Government initiated the dismissal of the State Public Prosecutor, citing North Macedonia’s
decline in the 2024 Transparency International Corruption Perceptions Index and concerns over the legality of a
recent appointment within the prosecution service." The Prosecutor rejected the accusations, asserting compli-
ance with legal procedures and challenging the legal basis for his dismissal? Despite the ongoing debate, the
Government submitted the dismissal proposal to the Council of Public Prosecutors® In March, the Prosecutor
reiterated that the Government’s submission lacked grounds for serious disciplinary misconduct

On 11 March, the Assembly passed a vote of no confidence in the five members of the Judicial Council, citing
their role in undermining the independence and credibility of the judiciary. The vote effectively stripped
them of legitimacy to continue exercising their functions® The decision was met with criticism from the
European Parliament’s rapporteur for North Macedonia, who warned that political pressure on judicial in-
stitutions threatened the separation of powers and the rule of law. ™ Shortly thereafter, the Prime Minister
publicly stated that if the Judicial Council members did not resign, he would lead protests demanding their
removal."

By the end of March, the Government announced the withdrawal of the dismissal procedure against the State
Public Prosecutor, citing the need to allow prosecutors investigating the Kochani nightclub fire to conduct
their work undisturbed® A scheduled session of the Council of Public Prosecutors to discuss the matter was
postponed due to a lack of quorum.

8 Citizens demand justice for Frosina and accountability from institutions (Fparanu 6apaar npasaa 3a ®pocuHa 1 0ATOBOPHOCT Of MHCTUTYLMKTe), Radio Slobodna
Evropa, 31 January 2025, https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/33298519.html

9 The ruling MPs submitted an interpellation regarding the members of the Judicial Council elected by the Parliament (Mparennuute op Bnacta nogHecoa
MHTepnenauuja 3a uneHosute Ha CyackuoT coeT nsbpanu oa Cobparneto), 360 Stepeni, 7 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4ketVRt

10  Siljanovska-Davkova also expects resignations from members of the Judicial Council: They were not elected to be court scandal masters, but to prevent scandals
(M CumvaHoBCcKa-[laBkoBa OueKyBa OCTABKM 0 uneHoBuTe Ha CyACKMOT COBET: He ce M36paHn 3a Aa BUAAT CYACKM CKaHAAN MAjcTop, TyKY 3 Aa OHEBO3MOXYBAaT
cKaHaanusnpatbe) Libertas, 11 February 2025, https://bit.ly/42UWttz

11 The Government will dismiss the State Public Prosecutor Ljupco Kocevski (Bnagara ke ro paspeluysa ApaBHUOT jaeH 06BuHUTeN /bynuo Kouescku), Nezavisen,
11 February 2025, https://nezavisen.mk/vladata-kje-go-razreshuva-na-drzhavniot-javen-obvinitel-ljupcho-kocevski/

12 Statement by the Public Prosecutor of the Republic of North Macedonia (113jaa Ha JaBHuoT 06BUHUTEN Ha Peny6nuka CeBepHa MakenoHuja), Public Prosecutor
Office of North Macedonia, 11 February 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/izjava-na-javniot-obvinitel-na-republika-severna-makedonija-2/

13 The Government adopted the proposal to dismiss State Prosecutor Kocevski (Bnagata ro ycBou npeanorot 3a paspeluyBatbe Ha ApKaBHUOT 06BUHUTEN
Kouescku), Sloboden Pechat, 25 February 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/vladata-go-usvoi-predlogot-za-razreshuvanje-na-drzhavniot-obvinitel-kocevs-
ki/

14 The proposal for dismissal does not contain grounds for a serious disciplinary violation, says Kocevski (Bo npeanoror 3a paspeluyBatbe HeMa OCHOB 3a TellKa
avcumMnanHcka nospega — senu Kouescku), Sloboden Pechat, 7 March 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/vo-predlogot-za-razreshuvanje-nema-osn-
ov-za-teshka-disciplinska-povreda-veli-kocevski/

15 Parliament: Vote of no confidence in five members of the Judicial Council (Co6paHue: U3rnacana HegoBep6a 3a net unexosu Ha Cyacku coset), DW News, 11 March
2025, https://www.dw.com/mk/sobranieto-izglasa-nedoverba-za-petmina-clenovi-na-sudskiot-sovet-se-bara-i-nivna-ostavka/a-71889407

16 Weitz reacts to “pressure from the government coalition on members of the Judicial Council” (Baju pearupa 3a ,MPUTUCOK Of BNAAMHATA KOANULMjA KOH
uneHosuTe Ha Cyackuot coset"), Radio Slobodna Evropa, 13 March 2025, https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/33346960.html

17 Mickoski threatened protests if the “five branded” members of the Judicial Council do not step down from their positions (MuLKoCKn ce 3aKkaHu co npoTecTy
aKo ,neTTeMuHa xurocaHn” og CyAcKMOT COBET He ce nosneyar og dyHkuumte), Sloboden Pechat, 13 March 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/mickoski-se-
zakani-so-protesti-ako-pettemina-zhigosani-od-sudskiot-sovet-ne-se-povlechat-od-funkciite/

18 The Government will terminate the procedure for Kocevski's dismissal regardless of the opinion of the Council of Public Prosecutors. (Bnagata ke ja npekuHe
nocTankara 3a paspellysatbe Ha KoLeBCKM He3aBUCHO o MUcereto of COBETOT Ha jaBHUM 06BuHUTENM), 360 Stepeni, 26 March, 2025, https://360stepeni.mk/
vladata-ke-ja-prekine-postapkata-za-razreshuvane-na-kotsevski-nezavisno-od-misleneto-od-sovetot-na-javni-obviniteli/

19 The Prosecutors’ Council lacks a quorum for Kocevski's dismissal (CoBetoT Ha 06BuHUTENN CHEMA KBOPYM 3a paspeLuyBatbeto Ha Kouescku), Sloboden Pechat,
26 March 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/sovetot-na-obviniteli-snema-kvorum-za-razreshuvanjeto-na-kocevski/
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In relation to the same incident, the Mayor of Kochani submitted his resignation following the tragedy that
resulted in 59 deaths and over 150 injuries.?’ In connection with the same tragedy, the Minister of Transport
stated that 427 licenses of construction companies found to be in breach of regulations were revoked.” In
the meantime, the Basic Court Kochani ordered 30-day detention for 13 people over the ‘Puls’ nightclub fire,
including the former minister for economy.2 The two former mayors of Kochani and the former director of
the State Market Inspectorate were placed under house arrest, replacing their initial detention orders.?

Civil Society

On 20 January, the Government launched a public call for the selection of 14 members and deputy members
of the Council for Cooperation between the Government and Civil Society, targeting representatives from
associations and foundations.? On 5 February, an additional call was issued for civil society organisations
representing persons with disabilities to join the National Coordinating Body for the Implementation of the
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.”

Following the initial call, 18 applications were submitted.? On 6 March, the Government published the list
of the 14 appointed members of the Council.” On the same day, it launched a new call to fill the positions of
member and deputy member in the field of protection of marginalised persons within the Council.?®

On 14 March, the Working Group for the Development of the Government Strategy for Cooperation with and
Development of Civil Society 2025-2028 held its inaugural meeting.” By the end of the month, the Government
had received two applications for the open positions in the field of protection of marginalised persons.®

20  The Mayor of Kochani, Ljupco Papazov, has submitted an irrevocable resignation from office following the horrific fire at the Pulse discotheque, which killed 59 people
and injured 155. (FpagoHauanHukoT Ha KouaHu, fbynuo Manasos nogHece HEOTNOBUKIMBA OCTaBKA HA (hYHKLMjaTa NO CTPABMUYHUOT NOXap BO AMUCKoTeKara ,Mync” 8o
Koj 3arvHaa 59 nuua, a 155 ce nospeaeHn.) Telma, 17 March 2025, https://telma.com.mk/2025/03/17/gradonachalnikot-na-kochani-lupcho-papazov-podnese-ostavka/

21 Nikoloski: 427 licenses of construction companies that circumvented the law have been revoked (Hukonocku: Og3emeHnu 427 NULEHUMN Ha FPAaEXHN UPMU Kou
ro 3a06uKonysase 3akoHor), Alfa TV, 23 March 2025, https://bit.ly/3H2WOS!

22 30 days detention for Bekteshi and 12 others as court extends measures against suspects (30 aeHa npuTBOp 3a bekTewn 1 ywre 12 NnLa, CYAOT M NPOAOIKM MEPKUTE 33
ocomHuuenute), Plusinfo, 21 March 2025, https://plusinfo.mk/30-dena-pritvor-za-bekteshi-i-za-12-drugi-lica-sudot-odluchi-da-gi-prodolzhi-merkite-za-osomnichenite/

23 Former Kochani mayors Dimitrievski and Ilijev placed under house arrest (MopaHewHunTe rpagoHayaninuy Ha Kouanu, Aumutpuescki u inujes oaar Bo KykeH
nputsop), Radio Slobodna Evropa, 26 March 2025, https://www.slobodnaevropa.mk/a/33361046.html

24 Public call for the election of 14 members and deputy members of the Council for Cooperation between the Government and Civil Society from among associa-
tions and foundations. (JaBeH NoBMK 3a M360p Ha 14 UNEHOBM 1 3aMeHULYN YNeHOBU Ha COBETOT 3a copaboTKa Mefy Bnaaara v rpafaHCcKOTO OMWTECTBO Off PefoT
Ha 3apyxeHujaTa u hoHaaumuute), Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, 20 January 2025, https://www.nvosorabotka.gov.mk/?g=mk/node /1030

25 Public call for expressions of interest for membership of a civil society organisation of persons with disabilities in the National Coordinating Body for the Implemen-
tation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities within the Government (JaBeH NoBuMK 3a U3pasyBatbe MHTEPEC 3a UNEHYBatbe Ha
rparaHcka opraHusayja Ha mua co NOMpeYeHOCT BO HauMOHaNHOTO KOOPAMHATMBHO TENO 3a UMNeMeHTaumja Ha KoHBeHwmjaTa Ha O6eanHETUTE HaLMM 33 NpaBsata
Ha uarta co nonpedeHocT npu Bnagara), Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, 05 February 2025, https://www.nvosorabotka.gov.mk/?q=mk/node /1031

26  Report on registered organisations with candidates and Public Call for Voting for the Election of Members and Deputy Members of the Council for Cooperation
between the Government and Civil Society (13BewwTaj 3a npujaBeHn OpraHN3aLMn CO KAHANAATY U JaBEH NOBUK 3@ Macabe 3a N360p Ha UNEHOBM 1 3aMeHNLN
uneHosu Ha CoBeToT 3a copaboTka Mefy Bnagara u rparaHckoTo onwTectso), Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, 12 February 2025, https://www.
nvosorabotka.gov.mk/?q=mk/node/1032

27 List of candidates according to the number of votes received for members and deputy members of the Council for Cooperation between the Government and
Civil Society (/lucta Ha KaHAMAATY CNOPeA 6POjOT HA AO6MEHN IMACOBM 3a UNIEHOBY M 3aMeHILY UnleHoBN Ha COBETOT 3a COpaboTKa Mefy Bnaaara 1 rparaHckoTo
onwrecTso), Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, 06 March 2025, https://www.nvosorabotka.gov.mk/?q=mk/node/1033

28  Public call for the selection of a member and deputy member of the Council for Cooperation between the Government and Civil Society in the field of Protection
of Marginalized Persons (JaBeH noBuK 3a U360p Ha uneH 1 3ameHmK uneH Ha COBETOT 3a copaboTka Mefy Bnajata U rparaHcKoTo onwTecTBo BO 06nacta 3awTura
Ha MapruHanusnpaxute nuua), Government of North Macedonia, 06 March 2025, https://www.nvosorabotka.gov.mk/?q=mk/node /1034

29  First meeting of the Working Group for the Development of the Government Strategy for Cooperation with and Development of Civil Society 2025-2028 (MNps
COCTaHOK Ha PaboTHarta rpyna 3a u3paboTka Ha CTpaternjata Ha Bnaaara 3a copaboTka o M pa3Boj Ha rparaHCKoTo onwTectso 2025-2028), Government of North
Macedonia, 14 March 2025, https://www.nvosorabotka.gov.mk/?q=mk/node/1035

30  Report on registered organizations with candidates and Public Call for Voting for the Election of a Member and Deputy Member of the Council for Cooperation
between the Government and Civil Society in the Area of Protection of Marginalized Persons(/13BeLTaj 3a npujaBeHn OPraHN3aLnm Co KAHAMAATY 1 JaBeH NOBUK
3a rmacatbe 3a U360p Ha uneH 1 3amMeHuK uneH Ha CoBETOT 3a copaboTka Mefy BnajaTta v rpafaHCKOTO ONIWTECTBO BO 06/1acTa 3alWTuTa Ha MapriuHanu3npaxu
nuua) Government of North Macedonia, 28 March 2025, https://www.nvosorabotka.gov.mk/?g=mk/node /1039
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Civilian Oversight of the Security/
Intelligence Sector

On 5 February, the Constitutional Court ruled that the dismissal of the former Director of the Intelligence
Agency in June 2024 did not constitute discrimination on the grounds of gender or political affiliation, as
alleged by the former officeholder.”

In the meantime, on 7 February, several schools in Skopje received bomb threats and were subsequently
evacuated.”

On February 14, the National Security Agency announced the introduction of mandatory polygraph testing
as part of its employment procedures, professional integrity assessments, and security clearance process, in
line with the Law on the National Security Agency.*

On 27 February, the State Commission for the Prevention of Corruption (SCPC) closed proceedings against

the Deputy Director of the Intelligence Agency, citing the existence of a parallel investigation by the Public
Prosecutor’s Office into allegations of submitting falsified qualifications.* On 7 March, the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice launched a new investigation into a separate case related to the Intelligence Agency.®

31 Erold Musliu was not discriminated against when dismissed as director of the Intelligence Agency, the Constitutional Court finds (Epona Mycnuy He 6un
IVCKPUMMPAH NPV Pa3peLyBarbeto 04 ANPEKTOp Ha AreHumjaTa 3a pasy3HaBatbe, KOHCTaTMpa YctaseH), 5 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4lvPOsm

32 Bomb threats reported in several Skopje schools (flojaBn 3a 60m61 Bo Hekonky ckoncku yuunuuita), Radio Slobodna Evropa, 7 February 2025, https://www.
slobodnaevropa.mk/a/33306477.html

33 The National Security Agency begins polygraph testing (AreHunjata 3a HaumoHanHa 6e36efHOCT NouHyBa €O nonurpadicko Tectupatbe), 14 February 2025,
https://bit.ly/4lvP4s6

34 Similar to the director of the NBA—Anti-corruption officers also “cleaned up” the deputy director of the Intelligence Agency (CnuuHo kako n gupexTopot Ha AHB
— AHTUKOPYMLMOHEePUTE ja ,MCUNCTM]ja" 1 3aMEeHUK AMPeKTOpKaTa Ha AreHuujaTta 3a pasy3Hasatbe), 27 February 2025, https://bit.ly/420dD1j

35  More reports about the Intelligence Agency—investigation into whether there was an illegal promotion (Ywre npujasu 3a AreHuujara 3a pasy3HaBatbe - ce
MCTPaXyBa fianu UMano He3aKoHCKO yHanpeaysatbe), Sloboden Pechat, 7 March, 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/ushte-priccccjavi-za-agencija-za-razuzna-
vanje-se-istrazhuva-dali-imalo-nezakonsko-unapreduvanje/
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Public Administration Reform

In January 2025, the Assembly adopted amendments to the Law on Electronic Documents, Electronic Identi-
fication, and Confidential Services, which stipulate that a printed electronic document obtained by a citizen
shall have the same validity as the original document.’® These amendments to the law will streamline the
process of obtaining documents, enabling citizens to access services on their mobile devices.”

In January 2025, the Government adopted the National Cyber Security Strategy 2025-2028.% It represents a
roadmap for strengthening the resilience and security of the state in cyberspace. This strategy marks a turn-
ing point in the country’s efforts to protect its digital infrastructure and build a safer, more secure future for
all.® It was adopted after a three-year gap, during which the absence of a national cybersecurity framework
left the country vulnerable to increased threats.*

On March 10 2025, the third session of the Secretariat for Public Administration Reform (PAR) was held,
during which the draft annual report for 2024, covering the period from January to June 2024, was adopted.
This report outlines the implementation of the PAR Strategy (2023-2030) with its Action Plan. Additionally,
the Action Plan for planned activities in accordance with the monitoring report from the assessment mission
of SIGMA from 2024 for the Republic of North Macedonia was reviewed and discussed.

In March 2025, in line with the goals defined in the Growth Plan for the Western Balkans, the Ministry of
Digital Transformation (MDT) announced the preparation of the following laws: the Law on Electronic Com-
munications; amendments to the Law on Electronic Documents, Electronic Identification, and Confidential
Services; the Law on Archival Material and Archival Activities, and the Law on Network and Information Sys-
tems Security.”!

«  The Law on Electronic Communications aims to align the national legal framework with European
standards by harmonising with the European Electronic Communications Code (2018/1972) and the
Gigabit Infrastructure Act (2024/1309). The law will ensure the updating of the regulatory frame-
work for electronic communications by promoting investments in high-quality, high-speed net-
works, protecting consumers, and promoting competitiveness. It will establish a comprehensive
framework to support the faster, more cost-effective, and simplified deployment of high-capacity
networks, commonly referred to as gigabit networks.”

36 ‘Lawamending and supplementing the Law on Electronic Documents, Electronic Identification and Confidential Services (3aKoH 3a u3meHyBatbe 1 JOMONHYBatbe
Ha 3aKOHOT 3@ eNIeKTPOHCKYN JOKYMEHTU, eNeKTPOHCKA naeHTuduKauuja u gosepnusu ycnyru), Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia no. 3/2025.

37 https://www.radiomof.mk/andonovski-od-ovoj-mesec-pechatenite-elektronski-dokumenti-se-priznavaat-kako-originalni/

38  ‘Strategy for Cybersecurity 2025-2028 (Crpareruja 3a cajéep 6e36egHoct 2025 - 2028)' (Ministry of Digital Transformation, January 2025), https://mdt.gov.mk/
files/sodrzina_na_CCB_2025_2028_usoglasen_tekst.pdf.

39 ‘Andonovski: The Government has adopted the National Cyber Security Strategy 2025-2028 (AHgoHoBCKM: Bnaaata ja JoHece HaumoHanHata cTpaternja 3a cajéep
6e36enHoCT 2025-2028 roguHa)’, Official website of the Ministry of Public Administration, 21 January 2025, https://mioa.gov.mk/mk-MK/news/andonovski-vlada-
ta-ja-donese-nacionalnata-strategija-za-sajber-bezbednost-2025%E2%80%932028-godina---21012025.nspx.

40  ‘The Government has adopted the National Cyber Security Strategy 2025-2028 (Bnagata ja foHece HaunoHanHarta cTpateruja 3a cajéep 6e36egHoct 2025-2028
roauHa), Meta.Mk, 21 January 2025, 2025-2028, https://meta.mk/vladata-ja-donese-nacionalnata-strategija-za-sajber-bezbednost-2025-2028-godina/.

A ‘All draft laws of the Ministry of Digital Transformation related to the Reform Agenda have been published on ENER (O6jaBeHu Ha EHEP cuTe HaupT 3aKoHY Ha
MWHUCTePCTBOTO 3a AUruTanHa TpaHcopmaumja Bo oaHOC Ha Pedpopmckara areqaa)’, Official website of the Ministry of Digital Transformation, 25 March 2025,
https://mdt.gov.mk/mk-MK/objaveni-na-ener-site-nacrt-zakoni-na-ministerstvoto-za-digitalna-transformacija-vo-odnos-na-reformskata-agenda

42 |bid.
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The amendments to the Law on Electronic Documents, Electronic Identification, and Confidential
Services are in alignment with the EU Regulation 2024/1183. The primary goal of the law is to estab-
lish a single, unified digital identity system nationwide, enabling easy and secure access to both
public and private services. This will simplify the use of electronic services and increase the number
of electronic transactions between users.”®

The Law on Archival Material and Archival Activity establishes a modern legal framework for
managing archival activities, including the electronic handling of archival documents, which will
improve the preservation and operational efficiency of archival institutions in the country.*

The Law on Network and Information Systems (NIS) Security serves as the foundation for alignment
with the EU’s NIS 2 Directive. The law aims to ensure a high level of cyber resilience by integrating
cybersecurity into every segment of digital transformation.*

Through this package of laws, the MDT establishes the legal foundation for comprehensive, fundamental,
and tangible reforms in the field of information and communication technologies, as well as the country’s
digital transformation. With timely implementation of the planned steps, significant funds for accelerated
reforms and development will be secured, which will enhance economic growth and support the country on
its path to EU membership.*
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Functioning of the judiciary

Management bodies

At the beginning of 2025, a new President of the Judicial Council was elected to succeed the previous office-
holder, who had resigned.” In February, the Judicial Council announced its intention to establish a commis-
sion to define indicative caseload benchmarks for judges every month.*®

Independence and impartiality

Following the adoption of a new Rulebook in November 2024, the constitutive session of the restructured
Council for the Coordination of Information and Communication Technology in Judicial Bodies (ICT Council)
was held on 27 January. The Council, established in accordance with Article 87-a of the Law on Courts, com-
prises representatives from judicial institutions and is responsible for coordinating digitalisation efforts
across the judiciary.”

In January, the Supreme Court and the Ministry of Interior signed a cooperation agreement to enable the
electronic exchange of data via the National Interoperability Platform, in line with the Law on Electronic
Documents, Electronic Identification and Trust Services.*® At the end of the month, the Supreme Court op-
erationalised several web services on the platform, including those for criminal and penal records, bans on
professional activity, and revoked legal capacity for natural persons.”

In February, the Association of Judges elected a new composition of the Judicial Media Council for 2025, com-
prising eight journalists and seven judges.* The Council issued a public statement criticising the exclusion
of a journalist from a court hearing in Veles, reaffirming that public access to court proceedings is a core
principle of fair trial and transparency, subject only to legally prescribed exceptions.>

47 The Judicial Council has a new president—Aleksandar Kambovski (CyackuoT coseT 4o6u HOB npetcenarten - Anekcangap Kaméoscku), DW News, 3 January 2025,
https://www.dw.com/mk/sudskiot-sovet-dobi-nov-pretsedatel-aleksandar-kambovski/a-71208784?maca=maz-rss-maz-pol_makedonija_timemk-4727-xml-mrss

48  The Judicial Council will form a commission to determine the number of cases a judge should resolve per month. (CyackuoT coset ke opmupa Kommucuja 3a
yTBpayBatbe Ha 6p0jOT Ha NpeaMeTy WTo Tpeba Aa rv peln cyanjata meceuHo) Sloboden Pechat, 26 February 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/sudskiot-
sovet-kje-formira-komisija-za-utvrduvanje-na-brojot-na-predmeti-shto-treba-da-gi-reshi-sudijata-mesechno/

49 The constitutive session of the new composition of the ICT Coordination Council: Strategy for a digital future! (KoHCTUTYTMBHATA CEAHMLA HA HOBUOT COCTaB Ha
CoBeToT 3a KOOpANHMpatbe Ha VKT: CTpaternja 3a auruTanya uaHuKal), Ministry of Justice, 27 January 2025, https://www.pravda.gov.mk/vest/6814

50  The Supreme Court and the Ministry of Interior signed an agreement for cooperation and faster use of electronic services (BpxoBHUOT cyfi U MUHMCTEPCTBOTO
32 BHaTpelwH I paboTn CKNyunja Orosop 3a COPaboTKa 1 NO6P30 KOPUCTEHbE Ha eNeKTpOHCKUTe yenyru), Supreme Court of North Macedonia, 30 January 2025,
https://bit.ly/4jHigle

51 Web services deployed on an interoperability platform (MocTaBexu Be6 cepsucy Ha nnatopma 3a MHTeponepabunHoct), Supreme court of North Macedonia,
27 March 2025, https://bit.ly/3S4xf5B

52 New composition of the Judicial Media Council, Judicial Media Council, 18 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4lMDZCZ

53 Public Statement by the Judicial Media Council, Judicial Media Council, 12 March, 2025, https://bit.ly/42CFzyk
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Accountability

In February, following a fatal traffic accident that sparked public outrage, the Minister of Justice removed a
judge from a working group established by the Ministry. The judge had imposed a non-custodial educational
measure in a prior case involving the same driver accused in the recent incident.> The Judicial Council an-
nounced it would review the driver’s case history given his prior offences.

The President of the Judicial Council publicly rejected calls for the Council’s dissolution, cautioning against
radical reforms that could undermine the judiciary.®® At the end of the month, the Council examined the
findings of a working group that assessed the judge’s conduct and found no basis for disciplinary action.
The Council unanimously supported the judge, affirming that decisions had been taken within the bounds
of legal discretion.”

On 28 February, a Judicial Council member refused to resign following interpellation votes, alleging political
pressure from the executive branch and interference in judicial independence.®

Separately, media reports raised concerns over the President of the Supreme Court’s compensation from
the Academy of Judges and Public Prosecutors between 2022 and 2024. Despite receiving approximately MKD
400,000, she was reportedly absent from over half of the Board’s sessions. The Academy stated that advance
notice was not provided in time to summon a deputy, while the President claimed she had not received
timely invitations.*

Professionalism and competence

On 6 February, the Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors ‘Pavel Shatev’' awarded certificates to 97 grad-
uates of its initial training programme, including 50 future judges and 47 future public prosecutors.®® On the
same day, the Council of Public Prosecutors announced a call to fill 47 positions in basic public prosecutor’s
offices, including two vacancies in the Office for Prosecuting Organised Crime and Corruption.® The Judicial
Council also opened a call for 50 new judicial appointments across the court system.®

54 Filkov dismissed judge Aleksovska Stojanovska from a working group at the Ministry of Justice (®unkoB ja paspewn cygujkara AnekcoBcka CTojaHOBCKa 04
paboTHa rpyna 8o MUHNCTEPCTBOTO 3a npasaa), Fokus, 03 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4kl74no

55 The Judicial Council will reexamine the previous cases of the defendant Vasil Jovanov, says Kambovski (Cynckuot coBet Ke rv npeucnuTyBaat npeTxogHuTe
cnyyau Ha 06BMHETMOT Bacun JosaHoB, Benu Kamb6oscku), Sloboden Pechat, 5 February 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/sudskiot-sovet-kje-gi-preispitu-
vaat-prethodnite-sluchai-na-obvinetiot-vasil-jovanov-veli-kambovski/

56  President of the Judicial Council Kambovski: Institutions should be promoted, not dissolved (Mpetcegarenor Ha CyackuoT coBet Kam6oscku: UHCTUTYLmuUTE
Tpeba Aa ce yHanpeayBaart, He aa ce pacnywraar), Sloboden Pechat, 21 February 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/pretsedatelot-na-sudskiot-sovet-kam-
bovski-instituciite-treba-da-se-unapreduvaat-ne-da-se-raspushtaat/

57 Judicial Court Stands Behind Judge Who Tried Vasil Jovanov - Judges Can't Be Guilty of Everything (Cyacku 3actaHa 3aa cyaujkata wro my cyaewe Ha Bacun
JOBaHOB — He MOXe CyauuTe Aa ce BUHOBHM 3a ce), Sloboden Pechat, 26 February 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/gggsudski-zastana-zad-sudijkata-shto-
sudeshe-jovanov-ne-mozhe-sudiite-da-se-vinovni-za-se/

58  Milazim Mustafa from the Judicial Council is not resigning: The executive branch is interfering in the judiciary (Munasum Mycraca og CyacKMOT COBET He
nofHecyBa ocTaBka: /13BpluHaTa BlacT ce Mewa Bo CyAcTBoTo), Sloboden Pechat, 28 February 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/milazim-mustafa-od-sud-
skiot-sovet-ne-podnesuva-ostavka-izvrshnata-vlast-se-mesha-vo-sudstvoto/

59  BesaAdemi received compensation of almost MKD four hundred thousand from the Academy of Judges and Prosecutors, and did not attend even half of the ses-
sions of the Board of Directors! (beca Anemn fo61na HagoMecToLm of ckopo 400 unjagu AeHapy o4 Akagemujata 3a CyAun n 06BUHUTENM, @ HE NPUCYCTBYBaANa
HUTY Ha NONOBMHA 0/ CeAHMLMTE Ha YnpaBHUOT oa6op!), Fokus, 10 February 2025, https://fokus.mk/besa-ademi-dobila-nadomestotsi-od-skoro-400-iljadi-de-
nari-od-akademijata-za-sudii-i-obviniteli-a-ne-prisustvuvala-nitu-na-polovina-od-sednitsite-na-upravniot-odbor/

60  The Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors awarded certificates to 97 candidates for judges and public prosecutors (Akagemujata 3a cyauu v jasHu 06BUHNTENI
[Nl00env yBepeHuja Ha 97 KaHAMAATY 3a cyamm 1 jaBHi 06BuHuTenn), Academy for Judges and Public Prosecutors, 5 February 2025, https://bit.ly/44t8yrh

61 ‘Advertisement for the election of public prosecutors (Ornac 3a n36op Ha jasHu o6sunuTenu), Council of Public Prosecutors, 6 February 2025, https://sjorm.gov.
mk/oglas-za-izbor-na-javni-obviniteli/

62  Advertisement for the selection of judges (Ornac 3a ns6op Ha cyauu), Judicial Council, 06 February 2025, http://sud.mk/wps/wcm/connect/ssrm/8b83baf0-f92d-
4aae-86d2-078b920afb1a/OrMAC3A+CYANN.pdf?MOD=A)PERES&amp;CVID=
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On 10 February, the Council of Public Prosecutors elected a new president of the Higher Public Prosecutor’s
Office in Skopje.®* However, she tendered her resignation just eight days later, citing the need to focus on
casework and recommending that a more experienced colleague be appointed to the position. The Council
also appointed new chiefs of the Basic Public Prosecutor’s Offices in Gevgelija and Prilep on the same day.*

In March, the Council elected 31 new public prosecutors for 10 basic prosecutor’s offices.®® No candidates
were elected for the offices in Gostivar and Kicevo, while five other offices had no registered applicants.
During the same period, three judges from the Bitola Court of Appeal made solemn declarations. The Judi-
cial Council appointed new presidents for the Appellate Court in Bitola and new judges in the Basic Courts
in Bitola, Veles, Gevgelija, Gostivar, Delchevo, Kavadarci, Kichevo, Kochani, Kriva Palanka, Kumanovo, Ohrid,
Prilep, Sveti Nikole, Struga, Strumica, Tetovo, and Shtip.*

On 10 March, the Judicial Council appointed an acting President of the Supreme Court by a vote of 10 to 2. The
selection process for a permanent appointment remains ongoing.?

Quality of justice

At its 229" session, held on 23 January 2025, the Management Board of the Academy of Judges and Public
Prosecutors decided to increase institutional transparency by initiating public broadcasts of its sessions via
the Academy’s YouTube channel. The measure will be monitored for effectiveness and supplemented with
additional methods if necessary.®

At the following session, the Board was updated on preparations for admitting the ninth generation of initial
training candidates and adopted a resolution requesting funding from the Ministry of Finance via the Judi-
cial Budget Council. The Academy had previously sought guidance from the Government and the Ministry of
Finance regarding the future structure of the entrance examination process.®

On 26 January, the Programme Council held an online meeting to review a proposed Training Plan template
developed by the Academy’s Deputy Director in collaboration with staff from the Continuous Training Sector.
The template aims to introduce a unified structure for lectures. Members agreed to continue refining the
proposal and provide further input on its content and format.”

At its 232" session, held at the end of March, the Management Board reviewed the text of a public call for
appointing a new Deputy Director and established a commission to oversee the selection procedure.”

63 Announcement of a meeting held (CoonwTenne 3a ogpxaHa ceaHuua), Council of Public Prosecutors, 10 February 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshte-
nie-za-odrzhana-sednica-13/

64  Prosecutor Krstevska Caleva has filed a request to be relieved of her position as head of the High Public Prosecutor’s Office in Skopje. (O6BuHuTenkara Kpcrescka
Llanesa noawena 6apatbe aa 6uae ocnoboaeHa o GyHKumjaTa Wweduua Ha Buwoto jaBHo 06BMHUTENCTBO Ckonje), Alsat, 18 February 2025, https://alsat.mk/mk/
obvinitelkata-krstevska-tsaleva-podnela-barane-da-bide-oslobodena-od-funktsijata-shefitsa-na-vishoto-javno-obvinitelstvo-skopje/

65  Announcement of a meeting held (CoonwTeHue 3a ogpxaHa ceaHuua), Council of Public Prosecutors, 7 March 2025, https://sjorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-za-odrzha-
na-sednica-16/

66  Announcement from the 517th session of the Judicial Council of the Republic of Macedonia held on 10.03.2025 (CoonwTeHue og 517-Ta cegHMua Ha CyacKMOT COBET
Ha PCM opxaHa Ha 10 March 2025 rogua), Judicial Council, 10 March 2025, https://bit.ly/3GsX)Jvm

67 Xhemali Saiti elected acting president of the Supreme Court (Llemanu Cantn e u36paH 3a B.4. npetceaaren Ha BpxosHuot cya), Sloboden Pechat, 10 March 2025,
https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/dzhemali-saiti-e-izbran-za-v-d-pretsedatel-na-vrhovniot-sud/

68 Report from the 229th session of the Management Board of the Academy of Judges and Public Prosecutors (M3BecTyBatbe 04 oapwaHa 229-Ta CeAHNLA HA
YnpaBHKOT 0460p Ha Akagemuja 3a Cyauu 1 jasHn 06suHuTenn), Academy of Judges and Public Prosecutors, 24 January 2025, https://bit.ly/44DCHUz

69  Report from the 230th session of the Management Board of the Academy of Judges and Public Prosecutors (M3BecTyBatbe of oapxaHa 230-Ta cefHULA Ha
YrpaBHNOT 0160p Ha AKaziemuja 3a cyauu 1 jaBHu 06BuHMTenn), Academy of Judges and Public Prosecutors, 25 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4IMMD4p

70 A working meeting of the members of the Program Council of the Academy of Judges and Public Prosecutors was held (OapxaH paboTeH COCTaHOK Ha UnieHoBUTe
Ha MporpamcK1oT CoBeT Ha AKaZiemujara 3a Cyauu v jasHu o6suHuTenn), Academy of Judges and Public Prosecutors, 28 February 2025, https://bit.ly/42M88tr

Ul Notice of holding an urgent 232nd session of the Management Board of the Academy of Judges and Public Prosecutors (N3BecTyBatbe 3a ogpxyBatbe UTHa 232-pa
ceHMLa Ha YNpaBHUOT 0460p Ha Akagemuja 3a cyanu v jaBHu o6BuHuTenn), Academy of Judges and Public Prosecutors, 25 March 2025, https://bit.ly/3S7VboK
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Efficiency

On 5 February, the Constitutional Court annulled the Law on Solidarity Tax, finding that it undermined legal
certainty and violated constitutionally protected property rights. The Court concluded that the retroactive
regulation of legal relations infringed on taxpayers’ legitimate expectations and the rule of law.”

Later in the month, the Court initiated a procedure to assess the constitutionality of the September 2023
amendments to the Criminal Code, which reduced penalties for abuse of office and criminal association,
thereby potentially affecting the statute of limitations in several high-profile cases.”

In a unanimous decision, the Court also opened a procedure to review the Rules of Procedure of the Council
of Public Prosecutors. The contested provision allows for a member’s service on the Council, even without
case-related duties, to be automatically considered as part of a positive performance evaluation for promo-
tion after four years.”

The Court postponed its preparatory session on the Law on the Use of Languages due to the national mourn-
ing period following the Kochani tragedy.”

Meanwhile, the Government announced its intention to raise the retirement age for judges to 67, citing staff
shortages and the need to strengthen the fight against corruption. The proposal was criticised by the oppo-
sition as discriminatory.”

72 The Constitutional Court annulled the Solidarity Tax Law (YcTaBHMOT Cy/ ro noHMWTY 3aKOHOT 3a JaHOK Ha conuaapHoct), Constitutional Court, 6 February 2025,
https://ustavensud.mk/archives/32395

73 The majority of constitutional judges challenged the amendments to the Criminal Code (MHO3UHCTBOTO YCTaBHY CyAUM M1 OCMIOPHja U3MeHUTE Ha KpUBMYHMOT
3akoHuK), Sloboden Pechat, 12 February 2025, https://www.slobodenpecat.mk/mnozinstvoto-ustavni-sudii-gi-osporija-izmenite-na-krivichniot-zakonik/

74 The constitutional judges unanimously accepted the initiative of prosecutor Lence Ristoska against the Rules of Procedure of the Council of Public Prose-
cutors, adopted for the purpose of self-promotion. (YctaBHuTe cyauu egHornacHo ja npudaruja MHALMjaTMBaTa Ha 06BMHUTENKATA JleHue PUCTOCKA NpOTUB
[lenoBHUKOT Ha COBETOT Ha jaBHU 06BUHUTENM, JOHECEH CO LieN camoynpoayBatbe.), Sakam da Kazam, 19 February 2025, https://bit.ly/3YUn3AG

75  The Constitutional Court postponed the preparatory session of the Law on the Use of Languages due to the seven-day mourning period for the victims of the
Kocani tragedy. (YCTaBHMOT CYZ ja OANOXM MOATOTBUTENHATA CEAHMLA HA 3AKOHOT 3a YNOTPe6a Ha jasnuuTe MOPagM CeayMAHEBHATA XANOCT 33 KPTBUTE 04
Tpareaujata Bo KouaHu), Constitutional Court, 17 March 2025, https://ustavensud.mk/archives /32950

76 Government extends the retirement age of incumbent judges to 67 (Bnacta ro npogo/mxyBa paboTHUOT BEK Ha NOCTOjHUTE cyaun A0 67 rogunu), Sitel TV, 13
February 2025, https://sitel.com.mk/vlasta-go-prodolzhuva-rabotniot-vek-na-postojnite-sudii-do-67-godini
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Fight Against Corruption

Toward the end of February, the State Commission for the Prevention of Corruption (SCPC), in cooperation
with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the Regional Anti-Corruption Initiative (RAI),
and the support of the Austrian Development Agency, organised a workshop on the implementation of the
National Strategy for Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest (2021-2025) and a roadmap for the
development of a new anti-corruption strategy (2026-2030). The workshop was attended by representatives
of state institutions involved in implementing the existing strategy, as well as representatives from interna-
tional organisations in the country, civil society, and the private sector.”

The latest Transparency International Corruption Perception Index ranked North Macedonia 88" in the world with
40 index points, compared to 76" last year with 42 index points. Such backsliding is largely due to concerning
developments in the judiciary over the past year, as well as the impunity of individuals involved in high-level
corruption.”

State Commission for Prevention of Corruption

In the second half of February, the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption (SCPC) elected a new Dep-
uty President based on the rotation principle to serve a six-month term.”

At the end of March, the SCPC published its 2024 Annual Report. The Commission received 689 reports of sus-
pected corruption and initiated 78 cases ex officio. It issued a total of 742 decisions: 353 related to corruption,
98 to conflict of interest, 60 to election campaign financing, and 231 to asset declarations.®

The SCPC also released its 2024 Annual Report on the implementation of the National Strategy for the Pre-
vention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest. The report indicated that only 18% of planned activities were
fully implemented, 32% were ongoing, and 50% had not commenced. The most progress was recorded in the
law enforcement, health, and education sectors, while limited implementation was observed in urban plan-
ning, the environment, agriculture, and sport.®'

Additionally, the SCPC published its 2024 Integrity System Monitoring Report, covering 72 central government
institutions, 72 local authorities, and 16 judicial institutions.®? The report noted widespread shortcomings,
including the absence of internal rules on conflict of interest, insufficient regulation on gifts and hospitality,
low 1SO certification rates, and limited integrity-related training and monitoring.

77 ‘Workshop on the implementation of the National Strategy for Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest (2021-2025) and a roadmap for the development
of a new anti-corruption strategy (2026-2030) (Pa6oTunHuua 3a MMANEMeHTaumMja Ha HauvoHanHara cTpareruja 3a CnpeuyBatbe Ha Kopynuujara u cyamp Ha
nHTepecu (2021-2025) 1 naTokas 3a pa3Boj Ha HOBA aHTMKOpPyNuMcKa cTpaternja (2026-2030)), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corrup-
tion, 28 February 2025, https://bit.ly/42Q5sMq

78  ‘Corruption Perceptions Index 2024: Corruption’s devastating role in the climate change crisis (MHgekc Ha nepuenuuja Ha Kopynuujata 2024: Mory6Ha ynora
Ha Kopynuujata BO Kpu3ata co knumarckute npomenu), Official website of Transparency International—Macedonia, 11 February 2025, https://transparency.
mk/2025/02/11/indeks-na-percepcija-na-korupcijata-2024-pogubna-uloga-na-korupcijata-vo-krizata-so-klimatskite-promeni/

79  ‘Biljana Karakasheva Shulev new deputy president of the SCPC (BunjaHa Kapakawesa LLlynes HoBa 3ameHuK npetcefatenka Ha [1KCK), Telma TV, 21 February 2025,
https://telma.com.mk/2025/02/21/biljana-karakasheva-shulev-nov-zamenik-pretsedatelka-na-dksk/

80  State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, “Annual Report on the Work of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption for 2024", March 2025, https://
dksk.mk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/1-3a-pa6otata-Ha-AKCK-3a-2024_3a-web-6e3-npunosn.pdf

81 State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, “Annual Report on the Implementation of the National Strategy for the Prevention of Corruption and Conflict
of Interest 2021-2025 for the period between 01 January 2024 and 31 December 2024", March 2025, https://dksk.mk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/lfoaunweH-
n3BelwTaj-HaunoHnanHa-Crpaternja-2024.pdf

82  ‘Integrity as a pillar of good governance—SCPC with an extensive report and a call for greater institutional accountability (UIHTerputeToT Kako cTon6 Ha f06pOTO
Bnageeme - IKCK co o6emeH n3BewwTaj 1 NOBMK 3a NOrofieMa UHCTUTYUMOHanHa ogrosopHoct), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Cor-
ruption, 26 March 2025, https://bit.ly/3RrTgLx
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The SCPC announced its intention to regularly publish information on enforcement actions under the Law
on Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest.® It published the names of former and current officials
fined in the past year for breaches of the law.®

The Public Prosecutor’s Office

During this quarterly period, the Public Prosecutor of the Republic of North Macedonia amended the man-
datory instruction for all public prosecutors in the country to prioritise corruption cases. Those of particular
public interest concern procedures for providing data and information on bank accounts, property, or objects
of interest located abroad that are relevant to corruption-related cases and pertain to all individuals involved
in acts of corruption, regardless of their role or status. These amendments are the result of a meeting held with
representatives of the specialised analytical centre at Europol, responsible for combating corruption, where
possibilities for establishing in-depth cooperation in corruption-related cases were discussed.®

This quarter was marked by the fire that broke out in a nightclub in the city of Kochani, where initially 59 young
people lost their lives and over 160 people were hospitalised.® The Public Prosecutor’s Office (PPO) formed a
team of five public prosecutors,®” which initiated an investigation against 27 persons and three companies,?®
but due to its complexity, six more public prosecutors joined the team.® Their preliminary findings discovered
several anomalies in the building: it did not have a hydrant or a sufficient number of fire extinguishers; it was
not registered as a catering facility, but as a light industry site with an operating permit from the Ministry of
Economy issued 15 years ago; it was lined with materials for sound insulation and visual effects that were easily
flammable; and pyrotechnic materials were used illegally.”® These findings led to various institutional reactions:
prison or house detention was ordered for a total of 24 suspects for serious crimes against public security;” the
mayor of Kochani resigned;”? and the SCPC launched an anti-corruption review of relevant legislation to enable
the detection and prevention of potential corruption risks.” Simultaneously, citizens reacted by organising pro-
tests in Kochani®* and other cities across the country,” while the Platform of Civil Society Organisations to Fight

83  ‘Press release of 26.02.2025 (CoonwTeHue 3a jaBHOCT o 26.02.2025 roguHa), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 26 February
2025, https://bit.ly/4jezzvf

84  ‘Information on fines imposed—2024 (Pursuant to Article 98 of the LPCCI) (WHdpopmaumu 3a uspedenn mobu - 2024 roguHa (CornacHo unew 98 og 3CKCH)),
Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 26 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4420650

85  ‘Europol’s system will provide data on bank accounts and assets abroad of corrupt businessmen and officials (Mpeky cuctemot Ha EBponon ke ce o6e36eayBaar
NoAaToLy 3a 6aHKAPCKM CMETKM 1 MMOT BO CTPAHCTBO Ha KOpyMnvpaHn 6usHucmenn u dyHkumonepm), Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of
the Republic of North Macedonia, 12 February 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/preku-sistemot-na-evropol-ke-se-obezbeduvaat-podatoczi-za-bankarski-smet-
ki-i-imot-vo-stranstvo-na-korumpirani-biznismeni-i-funkczioneri/

86  ‘Why was the fire at the Kochani night club so deadly? (3owTo noxapot Bo kny60T Bo Kouau 6ewe Toky cMptoHocen?), Deutsche Welle, 18 March 2025, https://
www.dw.com/mk/zosto-pozarot-vo-improviziraniot-noken-klub-vo-kocani-bese-tolku-smrtonosen/a-71940018

87  ‘Kocevski: A team of five public prosecutors has been formed for the Kochani tragedy (Kouescku: opmupaH e TMM Of NeT jaBHU 06BUHUTENI 33 TParegmjara Bo
Kouann)', Radio MOF, 16 March 2025, https://www.radiomof.mk/kocevski-formiran-e-tim-od-pet-javni-obviniteli-za-tragedijata-vo-kochani/

88  ‘The Public Prosecutor’s Office has opened an investigation into 27 people and three companies in connection with the fire in Kochani (JasHoto 068uHUTENCTBO
0TBOPU MCTPAKHA MOCTANKa 3a 27 NNLA U TPU KOMNAHUM BO BPCKA CO NOXapoT Bo Kouawu), Radio MOF, 21 March 2025, https://www.radiomof.mk/javnoto-obvi-
nitelstvo-otvori-istrazhna-postapka-za-27-lica-i-tri-kompanii-vo-vrska-so-pozharot-vo-kochani/

89  ‘Announcement of 24.03.2025 (CoonwTeHue o 24.03.2025 roauna), Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 24 March
2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/soopshtenie-150/

90  ‘The night club was full of flammable material, had no fire hydrant, and there was no contract for the concert (Inckotekara 6una nonHa co 3ananveu matepujany,
Hemasa XMapaKT, a 3a KOHLEepToT Hemano gorosop), Radio MOF, 16 March 2025, https://www.radiomof.mk/diskotekata-bila-polna-so-zapalivi-materijali-nema-
la-hidrant-a-za-koncertot-nemalo-dogovor/

91  ‘The two former mayors of Kochani are being placed under house arrest ([lgajuata nopaHewHu rpagoHauantuuy Ha Kouann ogar 8o KykeH nputsop), Telma TV,
28 March 2025, https://telma.com.mk/2025/03/28/dvajczata-poraneshni-gradonachalniczi-na-kochani-odat-vo-kuken-pritvor/

92 ‘The Mayor of Kochani, Ljupco Papazov, has resigned (I'pagoHauanHukoT Ha Kouanu Jbynuo Mana3os nogHece octaska), Radio MOF, 17 March 2025, https://www.
radiomof.mk/gradonachalnikot-na-kochani-ljupcho-papazov-podnese-ostavka/

93 'SCPC: We have initiated a procedure for anti-corruption review of legislation on catering, protection and rescue, the Law on Inspection Supervision, the Law on Local
Self-Government ([IKCK: 3anouHaBMme MocTanka 3a aHTUKOPYNLMCKA MPOBEPKA HA 3aKOHMTE 33 YrOCTUTENCKA AEHOCT, 3aLUTUTA 1 CNACyBatbe, 3aKOHOT 3 MHCTEKLMCKN
Haa30p, 3aKOHOT 3a NokanHara camoynpasa), Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 24 March 2025, https://bit.ly/4lCGCXV

94  ‘Protest in Kochani - justice and end to corruption (Mpotect Bo KouaHu - npasaa v kpaj Ha kopynuujata), Radio Slobodna Evropa, 17 March 2025, https://www.
slobodnaevropa.mk/a/33350703.html

95  ‘Protests in Kochani from today at 3.00 p.m., and in Skopje from Monday (On aeHecka npotectvt Bo KouaHu Bo 15 4acoT, o NOHeAenHUK 1 8o Ckonje)’, 24.mk, 22
March 2025, https://24.mk/details/od-deneska-protesti-vo-kochani-vo-15-chasot-od-ponedelnik-i-vo-skopje
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Corruption made public requests to competent institutions, whose completion should lead to the cessation of
the practice of impunity, selective justice, and merely formal fulfilment of obligations.*®

During this quarterly period, several other criminal investigations were initiated, regarding the following: a
former director of the Service for General and Common Affairs of the Government of the Republic of North
Macedonia suspected of accepting a bribe and embezzlement in office;” five individuals and one legal entity
suspected of abusing their official positions and authority, falsification of official documents and abusing
the public procurement procedure for the selection of a company for physical security at 14 toll stations of
the Public Enterprise ‘State Roads’;*® and two police officers suspected of abusing their official positions
and authority, falsification of official documents, and obstruction of justice to prevent the presentation of
evidence in proceedings conducted before the PPO Kumanovo.”

In addition, during this period, criminal charges were filed due to reasonable suspicion of abuse of offi-
cial position and authority against the following individuals: the acting director of the General Hospital in
Ohrid; a former chief of the Department for Aviation Units within the Ministry of Interior (Mol);" and a
former director of the Mining and Energy Combine Bitola.*

Criminal charges were filed for other corruption-related criminal offenses against the following individuals: 31
individuals and five legal entities accused of abusing their official positions and authority, falsification of official
documents, abusing the public procurement procedure, money laundering, and several other crimes related to
the procurement of coal additive for the needs of the Power Plants of North Macedonia;'® four persons accused
of abusing their official positions and authority and abusing the public procurement procedure regarding the
execution of the facade and illumination project of the Government building;®* a former director of the utility
company of the Municipality of Gazi Baba for embezzlement in office;'* fifteen customs officers and a police
officer accused of having committed the crimes of accepting a bribe and abuse of their official positions and
authority;'® a police officer' and a surgeon' suspected of accepting bribes on different occasions.

96  ‘The Platform of Civil Society Organiations to Fight Corruption has made requests to competent institutions that will enable the cessation of the practice of
impunity, selective justice and merely formal fulfillment of obligations (Mnatthopmara Ha rparaHckn opraHusaumu 3a 60p6a NpoTMB KOpynuujaTa ynati 6aparba
[0 HAANEXHUTE MHCTUTYLINM KOU Ke OBO3MOXAT /Aa Ce MPEeKMHe NPAKCaTa Ha HeKa3HMBOCT, CeNeKTUBHA NpaBaa u oPManHoO NCnonHyBate Ha 068pckm), Official
website of the Platform of Civil Society Organizations to Fight Corruption, 28 March 2025, https://bit.ly/4jKut1r

97  ‘Investigation into bribery and embezzlement in SOZR (McTpara 3a notkyn u npoHesepa Bo CO3P), Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Re-
public of North Macedonia, 6 February 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/istraga-za-potkup-i-pronevera-vo-sozr/.

98  ‘Investigation into public procurement abuses in the PE “State Roads” (McTpara 3a 3noynotpe6u npv jasHa Ha6aeka Bo )M, JpxasHun natuwra“), Official website of the
Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 25 March 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/istraga-za-zloupotrebi-pri-javna-nabavka-vo-jp-drzhavni-patishta/.

99  ‘Two police officers under investigation (Mog uctpara asajua nonuumcku cnyxéennum), Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North
Macedonia, &4 March 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/pod-istraga-dvajcza-policziski-sluzhbeniczi/.

100  ‘Criminal charges against the director of the Ohrid general hospital! (KpueuuHa npujasa 3a AMPEKTOPOT HA OXPUACKATA onwTa 60nHMLA!), TV 21, 6 February 2025,
https://mk.tv21.tv/krivichna-prijava-za-direktorot-na-ohridskata-opshta-bolnitsa/.

101 ‘Ministry of Interior files criminal charges against former head of the Department for Aviation Units (MBP co kpuBnuHa npujasa 3a eKC HauanHUKOT Ha 0aaenoT
32 BO34YXON/0BHM eaunHnum), 24info.Mk, 8 January 2025, https://bit.ly/44uPc4Q.

102 ‘Financial Police files criminal charges against former ESM director Matevski (DuHaHcMCcKa noaHece KpUBNYHA NPOTUB eKC AMPeKTOpoT Ha ECM Martescku), Telma
TV, 13 February 2025, https://telma.com.mk/2025/02/13/finansiska-podnese-krivichna-protiv-eks-direktorot-na-esm-matevski/ .

103 ‘Indictment filed in the “Aditiv” case (MoaHecen o6BuHMTENEH aKT BO npeametoT ,AguTus"), Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of
North Macedonia, 27 February 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/podnesen-obvinitelen-akt-vo-predmetot-aditiv/.

104 ‘Indictment for four persons involved in the execution of the facade and illumination project of the Government building (O68uHeHue 3a ueTupy NMLA UHBONBUPAHU
BO U3BeA6aTa Ha NPOeKTOT 3a (acaja U WiyMMHaLMja Ha 3rpaaata Ha Bnagara)', Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedo-
nia, 7 February 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/obvinenie-za-chetiri-licza-involvirani-vo-izvedbata-na-proektot-za-fasada-i-iluminaczija-na-zgradata-na-vladata/.

105  ‘Indictment of former director—he paid salaries to freelancers who were abroad (O6B1HeH/e NPOTMB NOpaHeLIeH AMPEKTOP - AABas NATV HA XOHOPapLM Kou 6use Bo
cTpaHcTBo), Telma TV, 16 January 2025, https://telma.com.mk/2025/01/16/obvinenie-protiv-poraneshen-direktor-daval-plati-na-honorarczi-koi-bile-vo-stranstvo/.

106  ‘Indictment for 16 persons in the “Premin” case, the proceedings for two persons has been terminated (O68uHenue 3a 16 nMua Bo npeameTot ,MpemuH’, 3a
JiBe NuUA nocTankara e 3anpexa), Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 10 January 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/
obvinenie-za-16-licza-vo-predmetot-premin-za-dve-licza-postapkata-e-zaprena/.

107 ‘Police officer “fell” with EUR 50 bribe, cash, and documentation found (Monuuuckn cnyx6eHuk ,nagHa“ co 50 espa noTKyn, NPOHajaeHn napn 1 JoKyMeHTauuja),
Official website of the Public Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of North Macedonia, 18 January 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/policziski-sluzhbenik-pad-
na-so-50-evra-potkup-pronajdeni-pari-i-dokumentaczija/.

108  ‘Bitola surgeon suspected of accepting bribe (Butoncku xupypr ocomuuuen 3a npumatse notkyn), Official website of the Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic
of North Macedonia, 29 January 2025, https://jorm.gov.mk/bitolski-hirurg-osomnichen-za-primane-potkup/.
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https://bit.ly/4jKut1r

In the ‘Tvrdina’ case, the Criminal Court Skopje imposed a fourteen-and-a-half year and a nine-year-ten-month
prison sentence on two former intelligence officials, respectively, for abusing their official positions and au-
thority, and for falsification of official documents, related to the destruction of the communication monitoring
systems in the former Security and Counterintelligence Directorate. A former Minister of Interior was acquitted,
because the prosecution did not prove that she committed the crime for which she was accused.®

legal Framework

Following objections by the SCPC™ and the Platform of Civil Society Organisations to Fight Corruption™,
concerns were raised over the proposed amendments and supplements to the Law on Public Procurement.
These concerns led to the withdrawal of the amendments and supplements from the expedited procedure
and their submission under the regular legislative procedure with certain corrections.? Those amendments
were adopted by the Assembly, including the contested provisions on the abolition of administrative control
over public procurement carried out by the Public Procurement Bureau and on the changes to the composi-
tion of the State Commission for Public Procurement Appeals.™

In mid-February, a draft law amending and supplementing the Law on Prevention of Corruption and Conflict
of Interest was published on the Unique National Electronic Register of Regulations (ENER). It was noted that
these amendments are intended to address the identified shortcomings of the Law on Prevention of Corrup-
tion and Conflict of Interest, which have a negative impact on the efficiency of the SCPC and the enforcement
of established prohibitions and responsibilities™

During this quarterly period, the Ministry of Justice announced that it would soon prepare amendments
to the applicable Criminal Code, which are expected to eliminate the harmful implications of the latest
amendments introduced in 2023. These amendments should enhance the provisions related to the fight
against corruption by increasing the existing penalties for the criminal offence of abuse of official position
and authority, and by expanding the scope of criminal offences to allow for extended confiscation.™ In
the meantime, the Constitutional Court initiated a procedure for assessing the constitutionality of the 2023
amendments to the Criminal Code™ and instructed the Assembly to amend and/or supplement them within
six months to mitigate their implications."”

109  ‘Fugitive UBK head officers Grujevski and Boshkovski given highest sentences, Jankuloska acquitted - verdicts in the “Tvrdina” case (136eranuTe HauanHuum Ha YBK,
TpyjeBcKkM 11 BOLIKOBCKM CO HajBUCOKIN Ka3HU, JaHKynocka 1061 ocnoboauTtenHa — npecyau 3a npeamerot , Tepauna‘“), Telma TV, 13 January 2025, https://telma.com.
mk/2025/01/13/izbeganite-nachalniczi-na-ubk-grujevski-i-boshkovski-so-najvisoki-kazni-jankuloska-dobi-osloboditelna-presudi-za-predmetot-tvrdina/.

10  ‘The State Commission for Prevention of Corruption calls for transparency and analysis when adopting amendments to the Law on Public Procurement
([pxaBHaTa KOMUCH]ja 3a CPeUyBatbe Ha KOPYMLMjaTa NOBUKYBA HA TPAHCMIAPEHTHOCT M aHANU3a NPYU JOHECYBatbe HA M3MEHWUTE Ha 3aKOHOT 3a jaBHIU HAGABKK),
Official website of the State Commission for Prevention of Corruption, 12 December 2024, https://bit.ly/4jxiGnE.

111 ‘Anti-Corruption Platform: Instead of strengthening it, the amendments to the Law on Public Procurement abolish the control of tenders (Mnatdopma npotus
Kopynuuja: HamecTo Aa ja 3ajakHyBa, NPeKy N3MeHM Ha 3aKOHOT 3a jaBHU HabaBKM Ce YKIHYBA KOHTPONaTa Ha TeHaepu), Radio MOF, 12 December 2024, https://
www.radiomof.mk/platforma-protiv-korupcija-namesto-da-za-zajaknuva-preku-izmeni-na-zakonot-za-javni-nabavki-se-ukinuva-kontrolata-na-tenderi/.

112 ‘'VMRO-DPMNE MPs withdrew it from the abbreviated procedure and submitted the same proposal for amendments to the Law on Public Procurement that
increase corruption in the regular procedure (Mpatenuyute Ha BMPO-AMMHE ro nosnekoa of cKpaTteHa nocTanka v ro nofjHecoa B0 pefoBHa UCTUOT NPeanor 3a
W3MeHM Ha 3aKOHOT 3a jaBHYM HabaBKM CO KOM ce 3acuiyBa Kopynuujata), Sakam da kazam, 16 December 2024, https://bit.ly/3CtK6KI.

113 ‘Law amending and supplementing the Law on Public Procurement (3akoH 3a n3meHyBatbe 1 JONOMHYBatbe Ha 3aKOHOT 3a jaBHUTE Habasku)', Official Gazette of
the Republic of North Macedonia no. 14/2025.

114 Ministry of Justice, ‘Draft Law amending and supplementing the Law on Prevention of Corruption and Conflict of Interest (Mpeanor Ha 3aKoH 3a U3MeHyBatbe
1 [OTONHYBatbe Ha 3aKOHOT 3a CripeuyBatbe Ha Kopynuujata u cyaupot Ha uxtepecy) (National Electronic Register of Regulations (ENER), 17 February 2025),
https://ener.gov.mk/Default.aspx?item=pub_regulation&subitem=view_reg_detail&itemid=66368.

115 ‘Firstly short and important amendments, then a new Criminal Code: Minister Filkov announces an urgent revision of the controversial amendments of 2023
(MpBO KPaTKyM ¥ BaXHM M3MEHW, @ N0TOA HOB KpUBUUEH 3aKOHNK: MUHMCTEPOT DUNKOB HajaByBa UTHA PEBM3Nja HA KOHTPOBEP3HUTE U3MeHN of 2023 roaunHa),
Plusinfo.Mk, 13 January 2025, https://plusinfo.mk/prvo-kratki-i-vazhni-izmeni-a-potoa-nov-krivichen-zakonik-ministerot-filkov-na-avuva-itna-revizi-a-na-kon-
troverznite-izmeni-od-2023-godina/.

116  ‘The amendments to the Criminal Code before the Constitutional Court (I3menuTe Ha KpuBuuHuoT 3aKoHNK npep YctaseH cya), Deutsche Welle, 11 February 2025,

https://bit.ly/42FRADu.
7 ‘U.No. 162/2023 and U. No. 163/2023 (Y.6p.162/2023 u Y.bp.163/2023)’, Official website of the Constitutional Court of the Republic of North Macedonia, 12 February
2025, https://ustavensud.mk/archives/32824.
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Fundamental Rights

Case Law of the European Court of Human Rights

The European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) issued a judgment on 4 March in the case of K.M. v. North
Macedonia. The case concerns North Macedonia’s alleged failure to protect a fourteen-year-old girl from
sexual abuse related to an incident in which an adult had allegedly caressed her leg and touched her
breast and shoulders. The ECtHR ruled that the domestic criminal-law framework in force at the material
time did not afford the requisite protection for the applicant’s rights under Article 8 of the European Con-
vention on Human Rights. It found that the lack of an effective criminal-law response to the alleged sexual
abuse, resulting in the dismissal of the applicant’s criminal complaint, did not correspond to the requisite
respect of the best interests of the child. Furthermore, it held that the domestic civil-law provisions, as
applied in practice by the domestic courts, did not afford the applicant the necessary protection against
sexual abuse. The ECtHR ruled that there had been a violation of Article 8 of the European Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR)."®

The Ombudsperson

In February, the Ombudsperson signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Human Rights Depart-
ment of the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (FRONTEX), to ensure cooperation between the two
institutions and the exchange of information regarding the guidelines for human rights violations during the
operational activities of the Agency on the territory of the Republic of North Macedonia."

118  ECtHR, ‘Case of K.M. v. North Macedonia (Cnyuaj K.M. npotue CeBepHa MakegoHuja (A. 6p. 59144/16), 4 March 2025, https://bit.ly/4irHRXa.

119 ‘The Ombudsperson signed a Memorandum of Cooperation with the European Border and Coast Guard Agency FRONTEX (HapoaHuoT npaBo6paHuTen notnuwa
MeMOopaHayM 3a copaboTka co EBponckara areHwmja 3a rpaH1uHa n kpajépexHa crpaxa - ®POHTEKC), Official website of the Ombudsperson of the Republic of
North Macedonia, 13 February 2025, https://bit.ly/3EdEOyN.
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Prison and Detention Facilities

A series of incidents in early 2025 highlighted persistent challenges within the penitentiary system, particu-
larly at the largest correctional facility, Idrizovo. In mid-January, a series of violent incidents were reported,
including assaults on prison staff® and fights among inmates in both male™ and female wards.? One pris-
oner physically assaulted a guard during a court transfer’? The Union of Prison Police and Administration
within the Independent Union of State Administration highlighted the problems faced by prison officers. It
emphasised the need to improve the rights of employees and the conditions within the prison system.
These incidents point to serious gaps in inmate supervision, internal control, and safety procedures for both
staff and convicts.

Further concerns arose over alleged misconduct by prison staff. Reports indicate that a prison officer facili-
tated unauthorised access to a mobile phone for a high-profile inmate. The Ministry of Interior confirmed
the officer’s suspension.?® In separate inspections, 70 mobile phones'” and cash™® were discovered in in-
mate cells in both Idrizovo and Shuto Orizari prisons, highlighting serious deficiencies in internal control and
prison governance.

In response to these issues, authorities announced measures to improve conditions and accountability. The
Health Fund and the Administration for the Execution of Sanctions introduced a reform ensuring that all
convicted individuals receive health insurance immediately upon entering the prison system. Previously, this
coverage was delayed by up to one month.” Additionally, steps are being taken to introduce a standardised
injury register to improve data collection and inform prison policy reforms*°

Personal Data Protection

In February, the Personal Data Protection Agency (PDPA) reaffirmed that media outlets have the right to publish
personal data in the public interest, particularly in cases involving public figures. The PDPA emphasised that
such reporting must comply with professional standards and not infringe upon personal dignity."

To mark Safer Internet Day on 6 February, the PDPA launched public awareness activities targeting children
and youth, promoting responsible digital behaviour and raising awareness about online data privacy.*

120 ‘Convict beats up prison officer (OcyneHuk npetenan 3aTBopcku nonuuae), 24 Info, 14 January 2025, https://bit.ly/4losgug.

121 ‘Prisoner attacked in Idrizovo (HanagHar 3aTBopeHuk 8o Mapu3ogo),” 24 Info, 16 January 2025, https://bit.ly/3RIT3DD.

122 ‘Female’ fight in Idrizovo, convict seriously injured (,)KeHcka" Tenauka Bo Mapn3080, ocyaeHnuKa e Tewko nospeaera), Skopje Info, 25 May 2025, https://bit.ly/4i4E6Xp.

123 ‘Prisoner from Idrizovo attacked a guard (3aTBopeHuk og Napusoso HanagHan uysap), 24 Info, 20 January 2025, https://bit.ly /3Ely5HX.

124 ‘Prison police officers complain that criminal harass them after work: They are quitting their jobs because it is unbearable to work in Skopje prisons (3aTBopckute
MONMLAjUM Ce Xanar AeKa KPUMUHAMLMA M ManTpeTupaar nocne pa6ora: Hanywraar pa6ota 6uaejku e HEW3APKAMBO Aa ce PaboTU BO CKOMCKUTE 3aTBOPH),
Plusinfo.mk, 4 February 2025, https://bit.ly/42ykFSb.

125  ‘Prison officer who gave Jovanov a cell phone in custody will be suspended (3aTBopcku nonuuaew, My 0BO3MOXWA Ha JoBAaHOB MOBU/IEH BO NPUTBOP, ke buae
cycnenampan), 24 Info, 2 February 2025, https://bit.ly/43HfozZK.

126 ‘Pandov: The police officer who took Jovanov’s cell phone has been suspended, 70 phones discovered in 40 cells (ManaoBs: CycneHanpaH NoNMUAELOT KOj My o
npeHen MOBUMHNOT HA JoBaHOB, Bo 40 kenuu oTkpuetu 70 Tenedonn), Mkd.mk, 2 March,2025, https://bit.ly/3REOHzc.

127 ‘Searches in ‘Shutka’—police found 70 phones! (Mpetpecu Bo ,LUyTKa" - nonuuajunte Hajgoa 70 TenedoHu!), 24 Info, 3 March 2025, https://bit.ly/42iCCDb.

128  ‘Search in Idrizovo: Money and mobile phones found! (NMpeTpec Bo apu30Bo: MpoHajaexyn napu u Mobunxn Tenedonnt), TV 21,22 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4j0VP3o.

129  ‘Prisoners will no longer be treated in hospitals as if they were uninsured, but only a participation fee will be paid for them (3aTBopenunuuTe Hema noseke faa ce
NeKyBaar BO 60/HMLMTE KaKo f1a Ce HeOCUrypaHu, TYKy 3a HUB Ke ce nnaka camo naptuumunaumja), Sloboden Pecat, 13 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4210Zod.

130  ‘North Macedonia’s authorities discussed the setting of a Standardized register of injuries in prisons, Council of Europe Programme Office in Skopje, North Macedonia,
26 February 2025, https://www.coe.int/en/web/skopje/-/north-macedonia-s-authorities-discussed-the-setting-of-a-standardized-register-of-injuries-in-prisons.

131 ‘PDPA: The media have the right to publish information related to public figures, especially if it is relevant to the public (A31M: Meguymute umaar npaso Aa
06jaByBaaT MH(OPMaLMN NOBP3aHI CO jaBHU TMUHOCTM, 0COBEHO aKO TUe Ce peneBaHTHY 3a jaBHocTa), Skopje Info, 7 February 2025, https://bit.ly/3G2BOuH.

132 ‘International Safer Internet Day celebrated (On6enexan MefyHapoaHuoT aeH 3a nobes6eneH uxtepHer), Official Website of the Personal Data Protection Agen-
cy, 12 February 2025, https://bit.ly/42DoPby.
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Freedom of Expression

Structural challenges persist, continuing to impact media independence and the safety of journalists. In
January, the Council of Media Ethics of Macedonia (SEMM) reported that online outlets remain the most fre-
quent violators of ethical standards, with 84 complaints received in 2024. SEMM’s Complaints Commission
raised concerns about the disregard for self-regulation in the digital media sector and called for enhanced
professionalisation and adherence to ethical norms.*

The appointment of new members to the Council of the AAVMS remained stalled. Although seven candidates
passed the screening process by the Parliamentary Committee on Elections and Appointments,* the Assembly
failed to secure the required two-thirds majority in February®> Media™ and international actors™ reiterated
the need for transparent appointments based on merit, warning of the risks to regulatory independence.

In March, the Government announced a tender for the development of media monitoring software to assess
news content as positive, negative, or neutral® Media organisations warned that such tools could enable
censorship and limit editorial freedom.

This quarter saw an increase in threats against journalists. In January, a female journalist’s vehicle was set on fire
in Veles.* Media organisations condemned the attack, linking it to a broader trend of gender-based threats.*°
In February, further cases emerged of personal image misuse and hate speech targeting female investigative
journalists The Association of Journalists of Macedonia (AJM) and the Independent Union of Journalists and
Media Workers (SSNM) called for institutional responses'? and gender-sensitive protective measures

Media organisations also raised concerns about restrictions on reporting following the Kochani tragedy.*
Journalists reported experiencing verbal pressure and obstruction by local officials, highlighting that, in-
stead of supporting transparent reporting during a crisis, they sought to control the narrative or restrict me-
dia access, thereby undermining public trust and freedom of expression* The Ministry of Interior, following

133 ‘Online media remain the biggest violators of the journalists’ Code (OHnajH meguymuTe 1 noHaTamy Hajrosemi npekpwuTenu Ha Koaekcor Ha HoBMHapuTe),
Radio MOF, 21 January 2025, https://www.radiomof.mk/onlajn-mediumite-i-ponatamu-najgolemi-prekrshiteli-na-kodeksot-na-novinarite/.

134 ‘Seven candidates for AAVMS passed the Committee filter in the Assembly (Cepym kaHauaaTi 3a AABMY ro nomuHaa komucuckuot duntep o Cobpatne), Telma
TV, 29 January 2025, https://telma.com.mk/2025/01/29/sedum-kandidati-za-avmu-go-pominaa-komisiskiot-filter-vo-sobranie/.

135  ‘The Assembly did not vote on the new members of the AAVMS today, because a two-thirds majority was not achieved (Co6paHueTo feHecka He rv u3rnaca
HOBMTE uneHoBN Ha AABMY, 6uaejku He ce NOCTUrHa ABOTPETUHCKO MHO3MHCTBO), 24 Vesti, 13 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4i9ZHOL.

136 ‘Experts react that the proposed AAVMS members are party-based, not professional solutions (EkcniepTute pearupaar geka npeanoxeHuTe uneHosm Ha AABMY
ce NapTuCcKu, a He NpodecoHantn pewwenuja), 24 Vesti, 30 January 2025, https://bit.ly/4leqlTj.

137 ‘The international factor appeals for the members of the Council of the Agency for Audio and Audiovisual Media Services to be professional and inde-
pendent (MefyHapogH1OT (hakTop anenupa, uneHosuTe Ha COBETOT Ha AreHLMjaTa 3a ayAno 1 ayAMOBU3YENHN MeAMYMCKIA YCIyru Aa 61aaT npotecnoHanim u
He3aBucHu), Alsat M, 7 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4j4RE6K.

138 ‘The Government will evaluate positive, negative and neutral news, tender announced for press clipping (Bnagata ke oueHyBa NMO3UTUBHW, HETaTUBHU U
HeyTpanHu BEeCTu, pacnuiaH TeHaep 3a npecknunuir), Sakam Da Kazam, 27 March 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/vladata-ke-otsenuva-pozi-
tivni-negativni-i-neutralni-vesti-raspishan-tender-za-pres-kliping/.

139 ‘Car of the correspondent of sakamdakazam.mk from Ohrid set on fire (3ananeHa Konara Ha JONMCHMYKATA HA Cakamaakaxam.mk og Oxpua), Sakam Da Kazam,
6 January 2025, https://sdk.mk/index.php/makedonija/zapalena-kolata-na-dopisnichkata-na-sakamdakazham-mk-od-ohrid/.

140  ‘The Women’s Media Network EDNAKVA and SSNM support journalist Vrencovska (KeHckata meanymcka mpexa EAHAKBA n CCHM co noaapLika 3a HoBMHapKarta
BpeHuoBscka), The Independent Union of Journalists and Media Workers (CamOCTOjHMOT CUHAMKAT Ha HOBUHAPY U MeAMYMCKN paboTHMuuM), 6 January 2025,
https://bit.ly/4i7UOFb.

141 ‘What is Latas afraid of when he encourages you to rape and lynch us? (O wTo ce nnaww /latac kora Be NOTTUKHYBA Aa HE cunyBaTe U NuHuyBaTe), Investigative
Reporting Lab Macedonia, 27 February 2025, https://irl.mk/od-shto-se-plashi-latas-koga-ve-pottiknuva-da-ne-siluvate-i-linchuvate/.

142 ‘AJM demands an immediate investigation into the burning vehicle of the SDK.MK correspondent (3HM 6apa uTHa ucTpara 3a 3anajeHoTo BO3WUMO Ha
nonucHiudkata Ha CAIK.MK), Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 6 January 2025, https://znm.org.mk/en/ajm-calls-for-an-urgent-investigation-into-the-
burned-vehicle-of-sdk-mks-correspondent/.

143 ‘AJM and SSNM: Condemnation of the malicious targeting of journalists and media by Dragan Pavlovi¢ Latas (3HM 1 CCHM: Ocyaa 3a MafMUno3HOTO SapreTupatbe
Ha HOBUHapu 1 meguymn of AparaH Masnosuk flatac), Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 26 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4jiBZ39.

144 ‘AJM and SEMM: Appeal for careful and ethical reporting on the tragedy in Kochani (3HM 1 CEMM: Anen 3a BHMMATe/THO 1 €TMUKO U3BeCTyBatbe 3a Tpareaujara Bo
KouaHu), Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 16 March 2025, https://bit.ly/427xKlv.

145 ‘Win Win 27 March 2025 (Bun BuH 27.03.2025)' (Telma TV, 27 March 2025), https://telma.com.mk/2025/03/27/vin-vin-27-03-2025/.
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a Civil Aviation Agency decision, imposed a drone ban in Shtip and Kochani during funerals.*® While framed
as a security measure, media stakeholders expressed concern over limitations on public documentation. The
AJM and SSNM criticised the summoning of journalists for “informative talks” regarding drone usage, citing
a lack of prior notice!

Throughout the quarter, the AJM and SEMM emphasised the importance of ethical reporting on sensitive
topics and advocated for institutional safeguards to ensure press freedom in practice.

Vulnerable Groups and the Principle of Non-discrimination

The new Rules of Procedure for the Work of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrim-
ination (CPPD) were adopted, aiming to contribute to the institutional framework for addressing discrim-
ination*® The CPPD also issued an opinion identifying direct political discrimination in the appointment
process of a female police commander in Star Dojran. According to the findings, the Mol selected a candidate
with less relevant experience over another based on political affiliation. The case exposed ongoing challeng-
es related to both political bias and gender equality in public sector appointments* On 17 February, the
Assembly published a public call for the election of one member of the CPPD with a mandate of five years.™

The first session of the National Coordinative Body for Equality and Non-Discrimination was held in February.
The Minister of Social Policy, Demography and Youth emphasised the importance of this body as a practical
mechanism with broad responsibilities in monitoring implementation, proposing improvements, and coor-
dinating the state’s efforts under the National Strategy for Equality and Non-Discrimination (2022-2026). A
second Action Plan (2025-2026) is under preparation, aiming to consolidate inter-institutional cooperation
and systematic responses to inequality.™

Regarding disability rights, the Ministry of Digital Transformation (MDT) launched consultations in January
for a new Law on Accessibility, aiming to ensure that public sector websites and mobile applications are
accessible to all citizens, including those with disabilities This legislative initiative reflects alignment with
EU standards on digital accessibility. Additionally, the Ministry of Education and Science has announced that
students with disabilities in secondary education will begin receiving educational assistants starting from
September 2025. The Ministry pledged to provide additional support where needed during the school year,
contributing to a more inclusive education system.*

146 ‘Ministry of Interior: Ban on the use of drones in Shtip and Kochani (MBP: 3a6paHa 3a kopucTetse ApoHoBu Bo LUTun n Kouann), A1 on, 18 March 2025, https://
alon.mk/macedonia/mvr-zabrana-za-koristenje-dronovi-vo-shtip-i-kochani/.

147 ‘AJM and SSNM: Journalists summoned to an informational interview without a previously announced ban on drones—we demand an explanation from the
Ministry of Interior and the CAA (3HM n CCHM: HoBMHapy noBuUKaHU Ha MHGOPMATUBEH PA3roBop 6e3 NPeTXoAHO 06jaBeHa 3abpaHa 3a APOHOBU - 6apame
o6jacHyBatbe o MBP 1 ALLB), Association of Journalists of Macedonia, 18 March 2025, https://bit.ly/3G3uKoV.

148  ‘Rules of Procedure on the Work of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination ([lenosHuk 3a pa6ota Ha KomucujaTa 3a cnpedyBsatbe
1 3aWTuUTa Of ANCKpUMUHaumja) Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia no. 4/2025.

149 ‘The Ministry of Interior chose a female commander in Star Dojran, discriminating against another policewoman based on political affiliation (MBP us6pano
KoMaHaMpka Bo Crap [1ojpaH, ANCKPUMUHUPAjKKU Apyra NONULAjKa BP3 OCHOBA Ha NONMUTMYKA NpunagHocT), Sloboden Pecat, 13 January 2025, https://bit.ly/4ctLpqC.

150  ‘Decision on publishing a public call for the selection of a member of the Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination (Oanyka 3a
06jaByBatbe jaBeH 0rnac 3a U360p Ha uneH Ha KomucujaTa 3a cipeuyBatbe n 3awTuTa of AuckpumuHauuja), Official website of the Assembly of the Republic of
North Macedonia, 17 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4jrXxm8Q.

151 ‘First constitutive session of the National Coordinating Body for Monitoring the Situation with Non-Discrimination and the Implementation of Laws, By-Laws,
and Strategic Documents in This Area (MpBa KOHCTUTYTUBHA CEAHNLA HA HALMOHANHOTO KOOPANHATUBHO TEJO 3a Cllefietbe Ha COCTOj6UTe CO HeANCKPUMMHALLM]A
11 peanu3alnjaTa Ha 3aKoHUTe, NOA3aKOHCKIMTE aKTW 1 CTpaTeLLKu JOKyMeHTI Bo oBaa obnacr), Official website of the Ministry of Social Policy, Demography and
Youth, 12 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4cxgpGce.

152 ‘Andonovski: For the first time, a Law on Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities to State Websites and Applications (AHAOHOBCKM: 3a NPB NaT 3aKOH 3a NPUCTANHOCT
Ha nnuara co NonpeyeHoCT Ao ApxaBHUTe Be6 cTpaHuum v annukawum), Official website of the Ministry of Public Administration, 16 January 2025, https://bit.ly/425r87b.

153 ‘High school students with disabilities will receive educational assistants starting in September (CpeaHowKonLMUTe CO NONPEUEHOCT Of CENTEMBPY ke Jo6MjaT
06pa3oBHu acucteHTn), Sloboden Pecat, 19 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4jhR7hb.
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Gender

Institutional efforts to strengthen gender equality continued amid persistent challenges in implementation
and alarming cases of gender-based violence.

In January, the Assembly passed the amendments to the Law on Prevention and Protection from Violence
against Women and Domestic Violence (first hearing), reinforcing institutional responsibilities to ensure
gender-sensitive services.™ In February, the Commission for Equal Opportunities between Women and Men
adopted a new Action Plan for Gender Equality in the Parliament for 2025-2027,%° and inter-institutional
cooperation on gender equality was reinforced through the launch of a working group for the preparation of
the National Action Plan on Gender Equality for the same period.*® The Commission for Financial Compen-
sation for Victims of Violence and Rape reported receiving several applications, including from survivors of
child sexual abuse™ and launched a public website with the support of the OSCE mission in Skopje.* A key
labour reform has also been proposed by the political party Levica—namely, to extend maternity leave to
18 months—seeking to provide extended support for new mothers, promoting better work-life balance and
child care® On the other hand, the amendments to the Laws on Primary Education,® which entered into
force on 11 January 2025, removed the terms “gender,” “sexual orientation,” and “gender identity” from Article
5, paragraph 1, as protected grounds against discrimination in education. This change directly contradicts the
existing Law on Prevention and Protection against Discrimination, which explicitly includes these categories.
By excluding these protections, the amendments weaken institutional safeguards against discrimination
and violence, particularly for LGBTI students and girls.

In March, the working group for the improvement and implementation of the standard operating proce-
dure for referral centres for victims of sexual violence held its first meeting®' The goal of the working
group is to identify shortcomings and challenges in the functioning of the sexual violence referral cen-
tres established at three public health institutions—procedures that are not aligned with the Istanbul
Convention—and, based on that, to propose amendments and improvements to the standard operating
procedure.s

154 ‘The Assembly adopted several legal solutions (CobpaHueTo goHece HeKONKy 3aKOHCKM pelenuja); Kurir, 22 January 2025, https://kurir.mk/vesti/makedonija/
sobranieto-donese-nekolku-zakonski-reshenija/.

155  ‘The Action Plan for Promoting Equality between Women and Men was adopted (YcBoeH AKLMCKIOT MaH 3a yHanpeayBatbe Ha PAMHONPABHOCTA MEFY XeHuTe 1
maxwute), Official website of the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia, 14 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4jiM1C5.

156  Ministry of Social Policy, Demography and Youth, ‘Meeting of the working group for the preparation of the National Action Plan for Gender Equality 2025-2027
(Cocranok Ha paboTHa rpyna 3a NoAroToBKa Ha HaLMOHANHUOT AKLMCKIA NNIaH 3a POJOBA efHaKBOCT 2025-2027), Resource Center for Gender Responsive Poli-
cymaking and Budgeting, 10 February 2025, https://mtspresursencentar.mk/event/meeting-of-the-working-group-for-the-preparation-of-the-national-action-
plan-for-gender-equality-2025-2027-2025-02-10.

157 ‘The Commission for Financial Compensation for Victims of Violence and Rape has been established, a condition for requesting assistance is that the crime
has been reported to the Ministry of Interior or the Public Prosecutor’s Office (Mpopa6oTe Komucujata 3a napuueH HafoOMECTOK Ha XPTBUTE HA HACUACTBO U
cunyBatbe, yCIoB Aa ce nobapa nomow e AeoTo Aa e npujaseHo 8o MBP unu 8o 068uHuTencTB0), Sakam Da Kazam, 8 February 2025, https://bit.ly/4i4fP30.

158  Ministry of Justice (MuHmucTepcTBO 3a npaepaa), ‘The Website of the Commission for Financial Compensation for Victims of Violent Crimes Has Been Promoted (Mpomosupata
Be6 CrpaHuuara Ha Komucujara 3a NMapuuer Hagomectok Ha Ypreu Oa Kpusmuto fleno Co Hacunctso), 8 February 2025, https://pravda.gov.mk/vest/6821.

159 ‘Salary until the fifth and maternity leave of 18 months—Levica’s proposals on the agenda tomorrow (Mnara 4o 5-T 1 NOPOAMNHO OTCYCTBO 04 18 Meceuy -
npeanosute Ha flesnua ytpe Ha aHeseH pen), Sloboden Pecat, 31 March 2025, https://bit.ly/4lo3Z7m.

160  ‘3akoH 3a l3meHyBatbe 1 [lononHysatbe Ha 3akoHoT 3a OcHoBHO O6pa3osaHue’, Official Gazette of the Republic of North Macedonia no. 3/2025 (Cnyx6eH BecHNK
Ha Peny6nuka CeepHa MakefoHuja 6p. 3/2025) § (2025).

161  ‘Meeting of the working group for the promotion of centers for victims of sexual violence (Cpen6a Ha paboTHaTa rpyna 3a yHanpeayBatbe Ha LeHTPU 33 XKPTBU
Ha ceKcyanHo HacuncTeo), Kanal 5, 13 March 2025, https://bit.ly/3XPDnCL

162 ‘Changes are needed to the procedure for reporting victims of sexual violence (MoTpe6Hu ce u3meHn Ha npoLeaypaTa 3a NpujaByBatbe XPTBN HA CEKCYanHO
Hacuncteo), Telma TV, 13 March 2025, https://bit.ly/4jgMTUQ.
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Following public backlash from civil society, including the National Network against Violence against Wom-
en'® and the Gender Equality Platform,® the Ministry of Interior withdrew draft amendments to the Law
on Police™ that would have allowed officers accused of domestic violence to retain their weapons during
proceedings.

Controversy arose after a government minister made a discriminatory remark toward a female MP in Feb-
ruary, based on marital status®® The incident was widely condemned by various actors,“—including the
opposition'® and the president,®—and prompted a formal complaint to the equality body.”

Gender-based violence and femicide remained in the spotlight, including a high-profile femicide case in which
a woman was murdered by her extramarital partner in November 2024. The partner confessed to the murder”
during a court trial,” receiving a life sentence” Another case, involving a woman who killed her abusers after
years of psychological and physical abuse, renewed debate over recognising self-defence in such contexts.”
In March, public outrage followed the livestreamed assault of a pregnant woman in Radovish™—the suspect
was detained” and committed to psychiatric care. To mark International Women'’s Day on 8 March, women'’s
rights groups announced protest marches and a boycott of large supermarket chains—drawing attention to
gender inequality and the inadequate institutional response.”

163 ‘Reaction to the proposed amendments to the Law on Police (Peakuuja Ha npeanoxeHnTe U3MeHn Ha 3akoHOT 3a nonuuuja), National Network to End Violence
Against Women and Domestic Violence, 27 February 2025, https://glasprotivnasilstvo.org.mk/en/reaction-to-the-proposed-amendments-to-the-law-on-police/.

164  ‘Reaction to the proposed amendments to the Law on Police (Peakuuja Ha npefnoxeHuTe U3meHu Ha 3akoHOT 3a nonuuuja), Gender Equality Platform, 27 Feb-
ruary 2025, https://bit.ly/3EdYPdq.

165  ‘The Ministry of Interior withdrew the amendments to the Law on Police that exposed victims of domestic violence to risk (MBP ru nosneue usmenute Ha
3aKOHOT 3a NOAMLMjA KOU M N3NI0XKYBaa Ha PU3NK XXPTBUTE Ha cemejHo HacuncTso), Gender Equality Platform, 4 March 2025, https://bit.ly/4los2TQ.

166 ‘A new ‘attack’ from minister Kochoska due to her view of a can of peas —she lashed out at MP Petrovska with insults, and it was related to her family status
(Ho ,Hanaa" og MuHUCTEpKaTa KOUocka MOPaAN Hej3MHUOT NOTMe Bp3 KOH3epBa rpaliok — CO HaBPeAy ce Hacpnu KoH npareHnukara MeTpoBcka, a NoBp3aHo
co cemeeH cratyc), Telma TV, 27 February 2025, https://telma.com.mk/2025/02/27/nov-napad-od-ministerkata-kochoska-poradi-nejziniot-pogled-vrz-konzer-
va-grashok-so-navredi-se-nafrli-kon-pratenichkata-petrovska-a-povrzano-so-semeen-status/.

167  ‘Slavjanka Petrovska is not touched by Kochoska’s insults ‘that she has no children’, the minister does not apologise to her, VMRO-DPMNE called her ‘Slavica’ and
that she is ‘playing the victim’ (CnasjaHka MeTpoBcka He ja Jonupaar HaBpeauTe of Kouocka ,/eka Hema Aeua’, MUHUCTepKaTa He 1 ce M3BuHyBa, BMPO-AMMHE
ja Hapeue ,Cnasuua“ v aexa ,mymu xptea“), Civil Media, 28 February 2025, https://civilmedia.mk/slavjanka-petrovska-ne-ja-dopiraat-navredite-od-kochoska-
deka-nema-detsa-ministerkata-ne-i-se-izvinuva-vmro-dpmne-ja-nareche-slavitsa-i-deka-glumi-zhrtva/.

168  ‘MP Slavjanka Petrovska targeted by extremely offensive attack by minister of finance Kochoska—harsh reactions from Filipche, Kostova and the SDSM Wom-
en’s Forum (Mpatexnukara CnasjaHka MeTPoBCKa META HA KPajHO HABPEATMB HAMaA Off MUHUCTEpKATA 3a (PUHAHCUK Kouocka - ocTpu peakuun of Gununue,
KoctoBa u ®opymoT Ha xeHu Ha CACM), Civil Media, 27 February 2025, https://civilmedia.mk/pratenichkata-slavjanka-petrovska-meta-na-krajno-navredliv-na-
pad-od-ministerkata-za-finansii-kochoska-ostri-reaktsii-od-filipche-i-kostova/.

169  ‘Siljanovska Davkova: It's not bad for a person to apologise sometimes (CunjaHoBcka [laBkoBa: He e f1owwo yoBeK HeKoraw 1 Aa ce U3BuHN), 24 Vesti, 3 March
2025, https://24.mk/details/siljanovska-davkova-ne-e-losho-chovek-nekogash-i-da-se-izvini.

170 ‘Petrovska sent a complaint to the Commission for Protection against Discrimination (MeTpoBcka ucnpati npeTcraBka fo Komucujata 3a 3awTtuta of
nCKpuMmMHaumja), 24 Vesti, 4 March 2025, https://24.mk/details/petrovska-isprati-pretstavka-do-komisijata-za-zashtita-od-diskriminacija.

171 ‘Zejnelov confessed to the murder of Emilija Pesheva, the family and the public prosecutor are demanding life imprisonment (3ejHenos ro npusHa y6ucTsoTo Ha
Emunuja Mewesa, ceMejcTBOTO U 06BUHMTENOT 6apaar fOXMBOTeH 3aTBop), 24 Info, 10 February 2025, https://bit.ly/42kqDF&.

172 ‘The trial for the murder of 29-year-old Emilija Prosheva has been scheduled at the Basic Court Shtip (Bo WTnUNCKMOT OCHOBEH Cy/ 3aKaXaHO CyAeHeTo 3a
y6uCTBOTO Bp3 29 roguwHara Emunuja Npowesa), Telma TV, 23 January 2025, https://kanal5.com.mk/vo-shtipskiot-osnoven-sud-zakazhano-sudenjeto-za-ub-
istvoto-vrz-29-godishnata-emilija-prosheva/a681100.

173 ‘Life imprisonment for the killer of the 29 year old Emilija Pesheva, with whom he lived for a long time (JoxuBoTeH 3aTBop 3a y6MeLOT Ha 29 roguwHaTa
wTunjarka Emunuja MNewesa co Koja xuseen nogonro speme), Sakam Da Kazam, 12 February 2025, https://bit.ly/42i8NT3.

174 ‘Forensics—Ilijevska committed the murders in a fit of passion, fearing for her own life (Bewtn nuua - Unujescka yéucreara ru u3splumna Bo adekT, CTpaByBajku
3a concTeeHunoT xuBoT), Sitel TV, 23 January 2025, https://sitel.com.mk/veshti-lica-ilijevska-ubistvata-gi-izvrshila-vo-afekt-stravuvajkji-za-sopstveniot-zhivot.

175  ‘DISTURBING VIDEO: A thug from Radovish beats a pregnant woman “live” on TikTok, MPs did not vote to prosecute this crime ex officio (BO3HEMUPYBAUYKO
BUAEO: HacunHuk of PanoBsui Tena 6pemeHa eHa ,,80 XnBo" Ha , TUKTOK", NpaTeHnLuTe He U3rNacaa 0Ba KPUBUYHO [1€N0 4 Ce FOHU N0 CNYX6eHa A0MKHOCT),
Sloboden Pecat, 26 March 2025, https://bit.ly/4cmvUjX.

176  ‘The beaten woman does not want to sue the abuser, the case was reported by her mother, the Ministry of Interior filed a complaint for “bodily injury” (Tenanara
)KEHa He caka Aa ro Ty)w HaCUHUKOT, CNy4ajoT ro npujasuna majka u, MBP nogHece npujasa 3a ,TenecHa nospega“), A10n, 27 March 2025, https://bit.ly/4joygBg.

177 “Let Them Eat Roses!” Protest march and boycott of large markets and shopping malls for March 8 (,Heka jagat pyxu!“ - NpoTecTeH mapiu 1 60jKOT Ha ronemute
MapKeTI 1 TProBCKuTe LeHTpy 3a 8 mapt), Radio MOF, 3 January 2025, https://bit.ly/44dLPiA.
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LGBTI+

The annual Trans Visibility March was cancelled out of respect for the victims of the fatal fire in Kochani,
and the organisation expressed solidarity with the affected families. This gesture was also seen as an ef-
fort to foster understanding and empathy between the LGBTI+ community and the broader public during
a sensitive time.”®

Roma

The Commission for Prevention and Protection against Discrimination (CPPD) concluded that the Public
Transportation Company (JSP) had discriminated against Roma residents of the Shuto Orizari Municipality
based on their ethnicity and skin colour. Operational irregularities on bus lines serving Roma-majority areas
were cited as evidence of this!” In their decision, they stated that access to public transportation is an im-
portant tool for the social and economic inclusion of Roma, and that the absence of such access contributes
to their further marginalisation.

The first meeting of the National Coordinative Body for the Roma Strategy was held in February!® The body is
tasked with overseeing the implementation of the Roma Strategy 2022-2030 and ensuring inter-institutional
coordination on measures promoting inclusion, equality, and the socioeconomic development of Roma com-
munities. The session reaffirmed the government’s commitment to advancing the rights of Roma citizens and
improving the effectiveness of targeted policies.

178  ‘Due to the tragedy in Kochani, the March for Visibility will not take place, the fight of transgender people for a place in society continues (Mopaau Tpareaujata
B0 KouaHu Hema Jja ce OApXM MapLIOT 3a BUAZMBOCT, NPOAO0/MKYBA 60p6aTta Ha TPAHCPOAOBMTE LA 33 MECTO BO ONwTecTBOTO), Sloboden Pecat, 30 March 2025,
https://bit.ly/42ghe0).

179 JSP discriminates against Roma in Shutka: One driver was sleeping, another did not stop at the station for them to get on (JCN ru auckpummHmupa Pomute Bo
LUyTka: EneH Bo3au cnuen, 4pyr He MM 3acTaHyBan Ha CTaHNLA 3a Aa ce kauar), Sloboden Pecat, 1 March 2025, https://bit.ly/442rwor.

180  ‘Saliu: The first meeting of the National Coordinating Body for Monitoring the Implementation of the Roma Inclusion Strategy 2022-2030 was held (Canuy: Ce
0fpXa NPBMOT COCTAHOK Ha HaLMOHANHOTO KOOPAWHATUBHO TENO 3a Clefere Ha UMNemMeHTauumjaTa Ha CTpaterujara 3a UHKNy3uja Ha Pomute 2022-2030),
Official website of the Government of the Republic of North Macedonia, 24 February 2025, https://vlada.mk/node/38358.
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